Minutes, Meeting April 16, 2009, Edisto Patch    

    The meeting was called to order by Co-Leader Dot Dantzler.  There were 14 people present.  Dot had received calls from 10 people interested in attending the patch  but unable to do so because of a conflict.  These people stated that they would be present at the May meeting.
    The reading of the minutes of the March 19th meeting were approved as read.  The first order of business was a name for the Patch.  It was suggested that the name be the Edisto Patch rather than the Orangeburg Patch since the members are from Orangeburg, Bamberg, and Calhoun Counties.  The Edisto River has an impact on everyone in the area, and the name Edisto Patch was adopted.
    The election of officers followed.  Joy Zeigler has agreed to be a co-leader with Dot Dantzler.  Mary Jones will be the secretary/historian/treasurer.  Steve Lawson will be the webmaster.  Dot will contact Minnie Miller to see if she will be the publicity/promotion officer.
    A discussionof the meeting place, day, and time followed.  It was agreed to continue meeting at the Fine Arts Center for a cost of $10 per meeting.  The meetings will be held on the 4th Tuesday of the month at 6:00 - 8:00 p.m.  A sign-up sheet will be put out each meeting for the next month's refreshments.  The refreshments for this meeting were provided by Dot Dantzler and Mary Jones.
    The next order of business was to decide what constitutes membership.  It was decided that we have a membership requiring dues.  This will help pay for the cost of the meeting room and other expenses. The membership will run from June 1 - May 31 of each year.  The dues will be $12 per year.  New members that join during the fiscal year will have the membership fee pro-rated.  The membership dues will begin at the June meeting.  The membership will be an open membership meaning that visitors are welcomed and encouraged.  They will be invited to visit for 2 meetings before paying membership dues.  Membership in the South Carolina Gourd Society will be encouraged but not required.
    We adopted the mission/purpose of the SCGS as our - thus education being our focus, as well as the advancement of the appreciation for culture, past history and artistry involving the gourd.
    Dot gave information on upcoming events.  The Gourd Fest is this weekend, April 18th and 19th at Ghost Creek Bourd Farm in Laurens, SC.  "The Gathering" at Cherokee, NC will be held June 4-7.  She announced that the secretary of the SCGS, Peggy Ashe, has volunteered to come and teach a class for the Edisto Patch.
    With organizational business completed, Dot invited each one that brought a completed gourd to share with the group how they decorated them.
    With no further business, the meeting was adjourned.
