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The Sioux Falls Housing and Redevelopment Commission is one tool for families struggling from paycheck to paycheck. The commission helps families by covering part of their monthly rent costs. But the organization itself is struggling to help those asking for assistance. 

Some eastern Sioux Falls apartments are managed by the Sioux Falls Housing and Redevelopment Commission. Those who live there are just a few of those receiving some financial help paying their rent, but many others are still waiting for that same help. 

Deputy Director Dianne Hovdedstad says, "It's frustrating and sometimes it breaks your heart because people have such hard stories that we have to listen to. We have some who are terminally ill and will probably die before they can get rental assistance." 

The commission currently assists 2,000 families across Sioux Falls in paying their monthly rent. However, the waiting list to enroll in the program is even longer at 2,700 families long. That means it typically takes two years to receive help, after filling out the application. And that delay could be discouraging even more families looking for help. Which means it could be much longer than two years before their struggles end. 

Hovdedstad says, “I think a lot of people just walk back out the door and don't even bother to put their name on the waiting list." 

The Sioux Falls Housing and Redevelopment Commission says the problems extend far beyond KELOLAND and across state borders and all around the nations. And they say the whole problem starts because of a lack of federal funding. 

"Even if they doubled the budget for the voucher program, which is our largest program where people can go out in the community, I'm not sure it would meet the need. It's just huge,” says Hovdedstad. 

And as prices continue to increase, it's a need that is sure to grow. 

Minnehaha County Human Services is another source for help.





Shawn Neisteadt 
© 2008 KELOLAND TV. All Rights Reserved.

More Need For Rental Assistance
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A Sioux Falls organization which helps thousands of families is struggling to meet those needs. 

The Sioux Falls Housing and Redevelopment commission is currently helping 2,000 families with rental assistance. However, the waiting list to enroll in that program is 2,700 families long. That means it could take about two years for a family to receive help after completing their application. 

Those with the organization say even if federal funding for such programs would double, it still wouldn’t cover the need of those families. 

We’ll have more on this story later today on KELOLAND.com and News 
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