Publication honors local moving program
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Oct. 25 was a day for good deeds - national Make a Difference Day - and the Sioux Falls Moving Assistance Program was judged to have made the biggest difference in South Dakota.

"They came to us, asked how they could help," said Sara Carothers with the Volunteer HelpLine. "It's been phenomenal. They've helped move, all with volunteers, victims of domestic violence, the elderly, the disabled."

The group, which began in March, helps move someone almost every Saturday morning, said Craig Friedel, the organization's president and chief executive officer. The group almost didn't have anyone to move on Make a Difference Day.

But a call from Habitat for Humanity led to the group moving a grandmother and her four grandchildren into their new Habitat-built home.

"There's just a lot of coordination, a lot of planning," Friedel said. "Actually, the physical part of the move is the easy part. And how this one came together, it was fun to see."

Calls went out and over two days, nine volunteers from Roosevelt High School, Avera McKennan Hospital and Citibank committed to help the family move.

The Moving Assistance Program was one of seven organizations judged Wednesday for their efforts, which was coordinated by the Volunteer HelpLine. Other groups included the Sioux Empire Boy Scouts, Job's Daughters, Cub Scout Pack 153 from First Lutheran Church, AmeriCorps, Volunteers of America Dakotas and Celebrate Community Church's Depend on God group.

Argus Leader Media gave the Moving Assistance Program $500 to continue its work.

"For me, it was the impact of this group had with the client," said Tim Olsen, with Sioux Falls Seminary, who helped judge.

"They showed a vast need, they took the challenges - and they overcame all their obstacles," said judge Jeremy Welch of Home Depot.

Created by USA Weekend Magazine, Make A Difference Day takes place on the fourth Saturday of every October. In 2007, 3 million people participated.

For more information on next year's day, visit www.usaweekend.com/ diffday/index.html.

Reach Thom Gabrukiewicz at 331-2320.






cfsfsd wrote:
The Moving Assistance Program is always looking for moving teams and volunteers. Contact them at 605-221-5950 or at MAP@sio.midco.net.
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