Volunteers saluted at luncheon
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For Opal Huckfeldt, giving away her time is an easy decision.

The 89-year-old woman has volunteered since 1980 for Senior Companions in Sioux Falls, helping elderly people stay living independently by driving them to stores and doctor appointments.
She was recognized Tuesday at the HelpLine Center's Spirit of Volunteerism Luncheon, which annually honors volunteers in the Sioux Empire for their impact on the community.

Huckfeldt, who said she was overwhelmed and shocked after her name was announced at the luncheon, won a Spirit of Volunteerism award in the adult category.

She was recognized along with five other Spirit winners.

"I love helping people, and the people I work with are such a nice group," Huckfeldt said.

Diane DeVito, Senior Companions program coordinator, nominated Huckfeldt because she "cares about each of her clients like she would her own family."

"She is a shining star," DeVito said of Huckfeldt.

In the youth category, Sarah Friedel, 15, won for her work with the Moving Assistance Program, helping people move from unsafe living conditions to better, more permanent homes.

"I think my favorite part is the reaction of the people we help move," Friedel said. "Sometimes they're just shocked at how fast we can move them."

The second adult winner was Judy Hallstrom, who volunteers with the Court Appointed Special Advocate program, spending time with children whose families are in court because of child abuse and neglect.

The local chapter of Therapy Dogs International won the group award. Members bring trained therapy dogs to schools, retirement homes, hospitals and nursing homes. The group has 44 dogs.

Adult, youth and group winners received $500 to support a charity of their choice.

Corporate humanitarian awards went to two Sioux Falls businesses: the Holiday Inn City Centre for its work with Bethany Christian Services and the Outback Steakhouse for its eight-year partnership with the Community Blood Bank to hold the bank's largest one-day blood drive in the area.

The yearly blood drive has helped 4,020 patients, said Sara Carothers, HelpLine director of volunteers.
