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No More Kings

VAccording to the lyrics of the 
SchoolHouse Rock song, what 
problems did the colonists have with 
British rule? 

VWhat other problems are you aware 
of? 

VHow did the colonists attempt to solve 
the problems? 

VHow was the government for the 

new United States of America 

different from the British government?
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Four Parts

VPreamble

RWhy writing this document

VTheory of government

RGovernment formed with consent of 
the people

R If government does not serve the 
people, they have the right to rebel

VGrievances against the British 
government

VActual declaration



Basic Ideas

VStatement of the American theory 
of government 

VThree basic ideas 

RGod made all men equal and given 
them the rights of life , liberty , and 
the pursuit of happiness

RMain business of government to 
protect these rights

R If a government tries to withhold 
these rights, the people are free to 
revolt and set up a new government





Articles of Confederation
1781 - 1789

VConfederation

RLoosely joined together group of 
states

VFirst form of government

VStates retained most authority

VDecentralized, weak union



Articles of Confederation
1781 - 1789

VProblems

RNo executive or judiciary

VForeign affairs ðBritain, Spain, France

VNative Americans

RNo power to tax

VCould only ñrequestò that states pay war debts

RNo power to regulate interstate trade

VInterstate bickering

RMoney

VStates coined own money

VWorthless ñContinentalsò





Basic Ideas

Popular Sovereignty

Limited Government

Federalism

Separation of Powers

Checks and Balances



I. Popular Sovereignty

VThe people hold the ultimate 
authority

VA representative democracy lets 
the people elect leaders to make 
decisions for them.



II. Limited Government

VFramers wanted to guard against 

tyranny

VGovernment is limited to the 

powers given in the Constitution

VThe Constitution tells how leaders 

who overstep their power can be 

removed



III. Federalism

VThe division of power between 
State and National Governments

VSome powers are shared

VThe National Government has the 
ñsupreme poweròð Supremacy 
Clause



IV. Separation of Powers

No one holds ñtoo muchò power

VLegislative branch makes the laws

VExecutive branch carries out the laws

VJudicial branch interprets the laws



V. Checks and Balances

VPrevents the abuse of power
in government

VEach branch can check each 
other



Preamble
~

Explains why
the 

Constitution 
was written

Articles 

(7)
~

Describe how the 
government 

works and how
the Constitution 
can be changed

Amendments 
(27)

~

Describes the  

rights of the 

citizens of the 

United States

The Constitution



We the People , in order to form a more 

perfect union, establish justice , insure 

domestic tranquility, provide for the 

common defense , promote the general 

welfare and secure the blessings of 

liberty to ourselves and our posterity do 

ordain and establish this Constitution of 

the United States of America.

The Preamble
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We, the People of the United States, want to make 
a better country.  

We want a court system that treats people fairly 
and equally.  

We want peace in our country.  

We want an army to protect us.  

We want our people to have the things they need.  

We want freedom now and in the future.  

We are writing and signing this Constitution to 
guarantee we will have these things.

What Does It Mean?



VWhat are the three branches?

VWhat is the main responsibility of 
each?

Three - Ring Government



Legislative 
Branch ð

makes 
laws

Executive 
Branch ð
enforces 

laws

Judicial 
Branch ð
interprets 

laws



The Federal  Capital Building

House of Representatives The Senate



House of Representatives

R Serve 2 year terms

R Must be at least 25 years old

R Must be a resident of the U.S. 
7 years

R Based on state population

R Each state has at least         
one representative

R Total = 435 members



Senate 

RServe 6 year terms

RMust be at least 30 years old

RMust be a resident of the U.S. 
9 years

REach state has 2 senators

RTotal = 100 members



Enumerated Powers ð
powers specifically granted 

in the Constitution

Legislative Branch

House of Representatives

Senate



VMake our laws

RAll laws must pass both Houses

VTax and spend the money raised by 
taxes

RHouse must introduce all spending bills 

VBorrow money

VEstablish uniform bankruptcy laws



VProvide for the nationôs defense and 
general welfare 

RRaise and support armies and a navy

ROrganize a militia (National Guard)

RAuthority to call out militia to suppress 
insurrections or repel invasions

VDeclare War

RCongress must approve a 
declaration of war



VCoin money and regulate its value

VFix the standard of weights and 
measures

VProtect copyrights and patents

VEstablish Post Offices and Roads

VRegulate Interstate Commerce and 
Transportation

VRegulate Immigration and 
Naturalization



VTo constitute tribunals inferior to 
the Supreme Courté

RThe Constitution provides only for a 
Supreme Court, and left it to 
Congress to create lower (ñinferiorò) 
courts, and to set their jurisdictions 
and duties



Elastic Clause

VTo make all Laws which shall be 
necessary and proper for carrying 
into Execution the foregoing 
Powers, and all other Powers 
vested by this Constitution in the 
Government of the United States, 
or in any Department or Officer 
thereof.



Types of Legislation

VFour basic types

RBills

RJoint resolutions

RConcurrent resolutions

RSimple resolutions

VAll bills must pass the House and 
Senate in the exact same form before 
they are sent to the President.



VAn idea for a bill may come from 
anybody.

VOnly Members of Congress can 
introduce a bill. 
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VBills can be introduced at any 
time the House or Senate is in 
session. 

VA Representative or Senator 
who introduces a bill becomes 
that billôs sponsor. 

RA bill may also have cosponsors. 



VOnce a Bill is introduced, it is 
sent to committee for 
discussion and debate. 

VThe Bill must pass both houses 
in the exact same form in order 
to be sent to the President.



Presidential Options

VSign the bill into law

VVeto the bill

VDo nothing



Presidential Options

1. Sign the bill into law

R Immediately becomes law

R Only the Supreme Court can remove 
the law

2. Veto the bill

R Return to Congress unsigned ð
usually with an explanation

R Congress can override the veto with 
2/3 vote of both House



Presidential Options

3. Do nothing

RIf Congress is in session 10 
business days after the President 
receives the bill, automatically 
becomes law

RIf Congress adjourns within 10 
business days, the bill dies ðPocket 
Veto

V Congress can do nothing to override 
this decision.



V4 year terms

Rno more than a total of 10 years in 

succession

VMust be at least 35 years old

VA resident of the United States 

for 14 years 

VA natural - born citizen



VPresident

VVice - President

VCabinet

RPresidential Advisors

R15 departments



ÅSecretary of State

ÅSecretary of the Treasury

ÅSecretary of Defense

ÅAttorney General

ÅSecretary of the Interior

ÅSecretary of Agriculture

ÅSecretary of Commerce

ÅSecretary of Labor

ÅSecretary of Health and 
Human Services

ÅSecretary of Housing and 
Urban Development

ÅSecretary of Transportation

ÅSecretary of Education

ÅSecretary of Energy

ÅSecretary of Veteransô Affairs

ÅSecretary of Homeland 
Security

The Cabinet



Enumerated Powers 
of the President

National Security Powers

Legislative Powers

Administrative Powers

Judicial Powers



VNational Security Powers:

RServes as the Commander - in - Chief of 

the armed forces. 

RCan authorize the use of troops

overseas. To declare war officially, he 

must get the approval of the Congress

RMakes treaties with other nations; 

however, the Senate must approve any 

treaty before it becomes official 

RNominates ambassadors , with the 

agreement of the Senate



VLegislative Powers:

RPresents information on the state of 
the union to Congress

RRecommends legislation to Congress. 

RConvenes both houses of Congress in 
special sessions

RApproves laws passed by Congress 

http://www.whitehouse.gov/news/releases/2003/01/images/20030128-19_speechd128-ed-515h.html


VAdministrative Powers:

RñTake care that the laws be faithfully 
executedò -- Article II, Section 3 

RAppoints the heads of each Executive 
Branch department 

RAppoints ambassadors, Supreme 
Court Justices, and other officials, 
with approval of the Senate

RFills administrative vacancies during 
congressional recesses



VJudicial Powers:

RGrants reprieves and pardons for 
Federal crimes (except 
impeachment) 

RAppoints Federal judges, with the 
agreement of the Senate



Presidential Election:
Electoral College

VCompromise

R Direct popular election vs.

Election by Congress

VNumber of electors based on 
total number of Senators and 
Representatives for each state

R Georgia has 14 electors





Supreme Court Justices

ñNine Playersò (1869)
Seven members were fine
'Till 1869
Go up then down
From 10 -7
But this act gave us nine.

Back Row (left to right): Ginsburg, Souter, Thomas, Breyer 

Front Row (left to right): Scalia, Stevens, Rehnquist, O'Connor, Kennedy



VSupreme Court

REight Justices and one Chief 
Justice

RAppointed by the President and 
approved by the Senate

RAppointed for life

Vas long as they want

Vògood behaviorò 



Enumerated Powers 
of the 

Supreme Court



VOriginal Jurisdiction ðhear 
directly

RCases affecting Ambassadors, 
other public Ministers and 
Consuls (Diplomats)

RCases in which a state shall be 
party



VAppellate Jurisdiction ð
review decisions of lower 
court

RAdmiralty and maritime cases

RControversies involving one or 
more states

RControversies involving the 
United States



ÅThree levels

ÅDistrict trial courts -- lowest level of courts  

ÅAppeals courts -- middle level of courts 

ÅSupreme Court -- highest court in the country

Federal Court System



Checks and Balances

No one branch has more 
power than another



Executive

Checks

On the

Legislative

* Can propose laws

* Can veto laws

* Can call special
sessions of Congress

* Makes appointments

* Negotiates foreign treaties

* Can grant pardons
to federal offenders

Executive
Checks 

On the

Judicial
* Appoints federal judges

Checks and Balances



Legislative

Checks 

On the

Judicial
Legislative

Checks

On the

Executive
* Can override Presidentôs veto

* Confirms executive appointments

* Ratifies treaties

* Appropriates money

* Can impeach and remove President

* Can impeach and remove judges

* Create lower federal courts

* Can propose amendments to
overrule judicial decisions

* Approves appointments 
of federal judges

Checks and 
Balances



* Can declare

Executive actions
unconstitutional

Judicial Checks on

the Executive Branch

* Can declare acts of

Congress unconstitutional

Judicial Checks on

the Legislative Branch

Checks and Balances

* Presides over  
impeachment 

proceedings



Relationship Between
States and National 

Government

V Delegated powers

V Reserved powers

V Concurrent powers

V Restricted powers



Powers Delegated to 
National Government

Coin money

Declare War

Regulate interstate & foreign trade

Set standard weights & measures

Create & maintain 
armed forces

Make copyright 
& patent laws

Establish postal offices

Establish foreign policy

Create federal courts

Admit new states



Powers Reserved by States

Create corporation laws

Regulate trade
within state

Establish &
maintain schools

Establish local
governments

Make laws about
marriage & divorce 

Conduct elections

Provide for public safety



Provide for public welfare

Administer criminal justice

Charter banks

Raise taxes

Borrow money



Restricted Powers

Article 1: Section 10

VNo State shall 

Renter into any Treaty, Alliance, or 
Confederation

Rcoin money

Rgrant any title of nobility



Restricted Powers

VNo State shall, without the 
Consent of Congress , 

R impose taxes on imports or exports

R lay any duty of tonnage 

Rkeep Troops, or Ships of War in time 
of Peace 

Renter into any agreement or compact 
with another state, or with a foreign 
power

Rengage in war, unless actually 
invaded, or in imminent danger



VAmendments to the Constitution 

can be either additions or changes

to the original text. 

VSince 1787, over 9,000 amendments 

have been proposed, but only 27

have been approved.



Amendment Process

Two Ways to Propose Amendments

V Congress

R Whenever two thirds of both Houses shall 

deem it necessary

V Constitutional Convention

R When two thirds of the state legislatures call a 

Convention for proposing Amendments 

Ratification ðTwo Ways

V Three fourths of the state Legislatures

V Three fourths of the state Conventions



The Bill of Rights

The first 10 amendments 
to the U. S. Constitution



The first amendment ð
5 rights mentioned

VFreedom of 
Speech

VFreedom of 
Religion 

VFreedom of the 
Press

VFreedom of 
Assembly

VRight to petition 
the government



Freedom of Religion

VñCongress shall make no law 
respecting an establishment
of religion or prohibiting the 
free exercise there ofò

VTwo clauses:

REstablishment clause

RFree Exercise clause



Establishment Clause ð
Government cannot promote 

religion



Free exercise of religion



Establishment clause -
Government

Can Cannot

V Teach about 
religions in school

V Allow voluntary 
prayer in many 
examples

V Transport students 
to a religious 
school

V Read Bible for 
culture or literacy 
content

VEstablish a state 
religion 

VOrder a prayer

VTeach religious 
doctrine in the 
school

VPay seminary 
teachers

VTeach creationism



Free Exercise ðThe person
Can Cannot

VChoose to 
worship 
when/where one 
chooses

VLead a prayer in 
most examples

VAsk questions 
about religions 

VWorship whom or 
whatever he/she 
wants

VBreak the law and 
claim it is a 
religious belief

VRaise children 
without an 
education

VDeprive children of 
basic needs

VForce others to 
follow his/her 
religious practices



Freedom of speech

ñCongress shall make no laws . . .  
abridging the freedom of speechò



Free speech ïThe individual can:

VVoice any political belief

VProtest (without getting out of 
control)

VSay things about someone that 
are true

VBurn the flag

VSay racist and hate slogans

Free speech means someone might 

say something you disagree with



Free speech ðlimits on 
the person

VCannot threaten to blow up 

airplanes, schools, or the President

VNo sexual harassment

VIncite riots

VUse extremely crude language in a 

public forum

VSay untrue things about someone



Freedom of the press

VCongress shall make 
no law  . . . abridging 
. . . the freedom of 
the press.ò
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