Mrs. Adams’ Course Overview and Expectations

Why Study History?

That is the $64,000 question that everyone wants answered.  Why are we here?  Is it just because the state makes us?  We study history because it is the story of the people, events and ideas that shaped our nation and our lives.  We can better understand what the United States and ourselves are today by understanding our past.  How did we get to be where we are today?  Knowing this will help us be better citizens of the future.

It is our goal this year to study the events of the past because those who do not look to the past and learn are doomed to repeat it.  We will learn about the people of the past, their inventions, their dreams, their feelings, how they have affected us today, and learn that we are indeed, still, of one race, the human race.  My goal is to develop students who learn well, are interested in learning and help others learn.  

Course Content and Organization

US History is a one-year course that focuses on the study of the political, social, and economic history from 1865 to the present.  It is a survey of our history from Reconstruction until the present (well, as close to the present as we can get).  We will study re-building the nation, Industrial Revolution, Populism, Progressivism, Gilded Age, Imperialism, World War I, the inter-war period, World War II, the post-war era, Cold War, Vietnam, Watergate and, hopefully, a smattering of information post-1970's.  In addition, to comply with the TAKS requirements, we will review early American history, particularly the development of our government. 

In our studies, the students will use various skills every day.  Some of these skills are note taking, listening, creative thinking, group activities, reading and transferring information from one medium to another.  

Grading Scale:

90-100, A; 80-89, B; 70-79, C; Below 70, F

Six Weeks Grading: 
Major Grades=60% (tests, projects, notebooks, research papers, etc.)




Daily Grades=40%   (daily, homework, quizzes, participation, etc.)

Semester Exam:

The semester exam is 1/7 of your semester grade.

Exemptions:  
Everyone will take English and Math the first semester and Social Studies and Science the second semester.

Needs for the class:

1. Good attitude

2. 3 ring notebook

3. dividers—pkg. of  5—sections are below—can be handmade

4. Map colors or markers—your choice

5. Kleenex

6. Notebook paper

7. Pens or pencils to bring everyday

8.     My class will bring __________________________.

Notebooks:    Notebooks are taken up approximately one week before the end of each six weeks.  This is a major grade. This notebook is to contain all work from the year. Included are:

*Title Page—You need an attractive title page.  (Not a divider)
Journals/Warm-ups—I frequently interchange these two terms, but they mean the same thing to me.  Nearly every time you come to class there will be some question or a writing spur on the board for you to answer or contemplate.  This is the majority of your notebook grade.   These are to be numbered and dated with the numbers and dates starting fresh each six weeks.  Mistakes are cumulative.  If you have a mistake and do not correct it, it will continue to be counted wrong and points taken off will increase.
Daily Work and Quizzes—All work returned to you will be placed into the corresponding area in your notebook.

Tests —The semester exam is cumulative, therefore, all tests are to be kept. 

Notes—Again, all notes should be kept to study for the semester final.

Pockets of notebook—Call me silly, but nothing should be in the pockets when the notebook is turned in for a grade.

Late Work/Tardy Policy

Absences—You have one class period for every day you are absent to turn in make-up work according to school policy.

Late work—I grade papers that are turned in on time.  I will not accept late work without prior approval.  Therefore, if you want to turn something in late, you must come talk to me before class starts.  Therefore if you are just unable to complete something on time you must be responsible and talk to me before you turn it in late.  However, if you don’t talk to me then I reserve the right to not grade it.  
Tardy—You are tardy if you are not in your seat when the bell sounds. After two tardies, you will be assigned an 8th hour.  If you are more than 15 minutes late, you are absent, no questions asked.

Air Conditioning

I control the air conditioning and the room is set so that I’m comfortable.   I can change it and will if asked properly, but if you have a consistent problem with being cold then bring a jacket or your own blanket.  I usually have a blanket or a sweater I will loan you, provided they are cared for properly.  DO NOT TOUCH the thermostat without permission.
Gum

Chewing gum in class is at my discretion.  I will let you chew gum until someone leaves it under the desk or it becomes a distraction in your mouth.  I will give you a warning before asking you to remove your gum.  

Room Service

I am not your maid!  Clean up after yourselves.  I will keep lost/left articles for approximately one week then they are trash.  

Textbooks

Textbooks are to be brought to class everyday.  They are not to be left at home.  There will be no sharing if you forget your book and I don’t have any extras.  If you do not bring your book for 3 times in a row you will be written up for lack of supplies.  The book is available on line for use at home so you don’t have to lug the heavy book home as long as you have computer access.  
Getting ready to leave

We work until the bell rings or I tell you to put up.  If you put up early, then I feel obligated to assign more work.  When I tell you to put up, you are to stay in your seat until the bell rings--no gathering around the door ready to leave.   Remember, I release you not the bell.

Restroom Passes

Leaving to go to the restroom during class is a privilege. You can not learn if you are not in the classroom, so leaving class for any reason will be limited.  If you become a chronic asker, you may be refused.  Therefore, if you have a physical problem where you need to go frequently, you need to be sure and let the nurse and me know so we can document it.  

Hall Passes
Again, you need to be in the room to learn, but if you need to leave class for any reason, then you must have the lovely hall pass with you.  If you do not, you can face disciplinary actions from the administration.  Filling your water bottle up or getting a drink are not valid reasons to leave the class.  Take care of those matters before class begins.
Food and Drink

The only drink allowed in the class room (unless school policy changes) is water.  The water must be in a recognizable water bottle and may not have any additives in it (must be clear.) No food, candy or anything except gum is allowed during class, except on specified "party” days.  
Good luck and let’s have a great year!  If you have any questions or comments, feel free to talk to me before or after class, and before or after school.  I’ll be here for you!!!!

Please read the above policies and sign below acknowledging that you have seen and understand them.

Thanks,

April Adams

My son/daughter and I have read the syllabus and course expectations and understand the expectations of the student.
_____________________________________


____________________________________

Student Signature






parent Signature

Parent Contact
With the advent of email, it is so convenient to send messages home to parents.  However, I respect that some parents dislike being contacted by email.  Below is a form that lets me know your preferences on that subject.  If you would like to email me, my school address is adadams@howeisd.net.   The school telephone number is 903-532-5222 and my conference period is from _____________________________.
Parent Name ________________________________________ (please print)

Student Name _______________________________________(please print)
_______ I have email and would appreciate your contacting me about my student  
__________________________________________ (email address)

_______ I have email but would rather you contact me personally.  ________________________________ (Contact number)

_______ I do not have email, please contact me some other way.  __________________________________ (Contact number)

Other Comments:

