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n the early republic, Americans continually referred to the ideals of the Rev​olution to measure the nation's progress, as the following documents illus​trate. Signs of unmistakable progress seemed clearest to Jeffersonian Republicans, who claimed to embody the revolutionary legacy. Politicians were not the only ones inspired by the Revolution. Free black Americans often em​braced the ideals of the Revolution while faulting white Americans for violating them by countless practices of racial discrimination. Farmers moving to the frontier claimed the right to pursue happiness on lands inhabited for millennia by Indians. They gathered in great revival meetings to confess their sins and pro​fess their salvation, but not their dispossession of Indians. Thomas Jefferson and other leaders seldom hesitated to uphold the rights of white citizens at the ex​pense of native Americans and African Americans. Some white Americans be​lieved that the inalienable rights inscribed in the Declaration of Independence extended beyond white men, but most did not.
document 10-1
A Jeffersonian Sailmaker's fourth of July Address
Fourth of July celebrations featured not just eating, drinking, and fireworks, but also pa​triotic speeches. Orators invoked the heritage of the American Revolution and surveyed the nation's achievements made possible by the legacy of freedom and equality. In 1806, Peter Wendover, a prosperous New York sailmaker and Jeffersonian politician, delivered an address — excerpted here — to a group of fellow artisans. Wendover's remarks dis​closed the pride in the Revolution felt by most Americans and the Jeffersonians' belief that they were the Revolution's true heirs.
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Peter Wendover Oration, July 4,1806
Bretheren, Friends, Fellow Citizens!
When you reflect on the occasion for which we are assembled, and consider for a moment why we have set apart this great anniversary; when you take a view of the scenes that are past, and retrospect to the circumstances which gave rise to our joys; while your hearts beat high with exultation, with me you will exclaim, the subject is highly momentous; the task too important for the Speaker of the Day....
Untaught in the rudiments of language; not versed in the embellishments of diction, or strains of eloquence, I claim your indulgence for a short season, while I presume to remind you that the purpose for which we are collected, is ... for mutual congratulations that COLUMBIA IS FREE!...
Among the various occurrences in which civil society can feel an interest, the EMANCIPATION of a Nation appears to be the greatest; and the annual celebra​tion of such an event is doubtless a duty of public importance. This duty is not only founded on rational principles, but is sanctioned by the oracles of truth....
It would not comport with our present engagements to enter into a detail of the situation of our progenitors who fled from the tyranny of Britain to seek an asylum in this Western World; let it be remembered that their love of liberty was rational, and founded on the boasted professions of a nation where it did not exist.
Uncontaminated with the vices of the old world, and separated from the scene of pageantry and adulation by the waters of the Atlantic, they fondly imagined that they and their children would be permitted to cultivate the arts of peace, uninterrupted by the broils of Europe, and undisturbed by the satellites of power. Not over solicitous for the exercise of external self-government, and firmly attached to the country from which they had emanated, they were obe​dient to its sovereign, and respected its laws. Justly appreciating the blessings conferred on them by a bountiful Providence, their hearts glowed in high ex​pectation of future prosperity and long repose. But, alas! tyranny, ever insatiable, unhallowed ambition, for ever on the rack, not content to wave the sceptre in peaceful sway, the court of Britain seemed to suspect that the benignity of Heaven would lavish its bounties on these favored climes. Well aware that the happiness of the subject would not comport with the views of the monarch, a pretext was sought to curtail our native privileges, and make us submit to terms of the greatest degradation. . . .
The Fleets and Armies of England, composed of the slaves of tyrants from home, and purchased vassals from abroad, arrived in splendor, and debarked on our shores, with the instruments of death. Not inured to the tactics of war, un​taught in the practice of barbarity, not accustomed to the clang of arms, America trembles; all awake to foreboding fears. All alarmed at the clouds that thicken, Americans collect. The crisis is truly distressing — Death is a terror, but slavery is death.
Peter Wendover, "National Deliverance: An Oration ... The Fourth of July, 1806," (1806), reprinted in Keepers of the Revolution: New Yorkers in the Early Republic, eds. Paul A. Gilje and Howard B. Rock (Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 1992), 162-69.
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Driven by dire necessity to act on the defensive, and conscious of the justice of their cause, the persecuted citizens of Columbia, appealing for protection to the SOVEREIGN of the UNIVERSE, they prepared for the conflict, and met the merciless foe....
The valour of Englishmen is put to the test — Infatuated Britain must hum​ble. Her armies must yield. — For WASHINGTON COMMANDS! .. .
Ye soldiers of liberty, who braved the dangers of the raging battle, on this day of happy triumph we remember your sufferings, we feel for your wrongs!...
Having struggled through a long-and arduous contest, and obtained a
rank among the nations of the earth; it was left for Americans to convince
the potentates of Europe, that the end of all just governments was the happiness
of the governed. And finding by experience that a temporary compact could
not be productive of permanent advantages, the Genius of America, ever
watchful for the interests of posterity, suggested an improvement, exhibiting
competent energy, combined with FREE REPRESENTATION and EQUAL
RIGHTS

The same year in which the government of the Union became consoli​dated, we beheld the commencement of a revolution, sublime in its origin, but dreadful in its effects. The subjects of the French King, having long groaned under the burden of oppression, taking example from the courage and magna​nimity of Americans, burst their chains and nobly contended for the RIGHTS OF MAN.
Alarmed at the enthusiasm of a powerful people, the monarchs of Europe trembled for the consequences; and the peaceful citizens of Columbia, sympa​thising with the advocates for freedom, feared an entanglement in the general commotion. But here we were again permitted to see a happy deliverance — Peace was preserved to our favored country, while, with indescribable profusion, all Europe was drenched in human gore. . . .
But, my countrymen, assembled to celebrate the heroism of our citizens, and to recount the blessings of our inheritance, let us remember the high obligations we are under to acknowledge that GOD, who interposed for our country, relieved us from thraldom, and saved us with an omnipotent arm....
Under his propitious care we have been permitted to raise up the fair fabric of EQUAL LAWS, and to cement our dear-bought rights under a CONSTITU​TION, founded on the broad basis of rational liberty; unalloyed by hereditary ab​surdity, or regal power; and well calculated to promote the happiness of the nation when sceptres and despots shall lose all their charms!
Let us congratulate our country that, at this day, when the nations of Eu​rope are deluged with war, and held in bondage, we enjoy peace. Governed by laws emanating from the people, and faithfully administered by the wisdom of a JEFFERSON — Excellent citizen — enlightened statesman! In vain shall cruel slander attach the epithet Infidel! Thy FAME shall live in the breasts of Freemen — Thy VIRTUES and REPUBLICANISM, shall be celebrated by the world, and with the glories of WASHINGTON, descend to unborn millions; and the tongue of calumny shall confess, that infidelity in thee, consists solely in op​posing the doctrine, that "'A government by Nobles is the most stupendous fabric of human invention!"
Let us rejoice that, amidst the profuse blessings of an extensive and fertile country, we enjoy, unawed by tyrants, the sacred right of elective franchise. Let us ever recollect, that the preservation of our liberties depend, under Providence, on
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the purity of legislation, and the morality of the people. Can it ever be contended that corrupt measures will produce pure effects? Or that men, morally dishonest, may safely be trusted with our invaluable rights? Or will even absurdity insist, that cit-izens, vicious in their practices, are calculated to promote principles of morality, so very essential to public happiness? Let it be indelibly written in our political creed, that PUBLIC LIBERTY and PUBLIC VIRTUE are indissolubly connected — and that where the latter is extinct, the former must expire. Let our children be early and faithfully taught, that acts to be rightful, must ever be just. That republi​can principles and true patriotism, can only be promoted by the practice of the moral virtues and conscious integrity. . . .
Let us ever recollect, that we are accountable for the improvement of our privileges to that GOD who governs the nations, and awards the destinies of men. And remember, that for our advantage he affords us the inestimable blessings of the GOSPEL OF PEACE — the precepts of which, above all others, are eminently calculated to inculcate that excellent maxim, of "doing to others as we wish them to do unto us." These will not fail to promote the best interests of our COUNTRY and the happiness of MAN.
document 10-2
James Forten Protests Pennsylvania Law Threatening Enslavement of Free African Americans
During the decades after the Revolution, Northern states slowly ended slavery, usually by gradual emancipation laws. Pennsylvania led the way with its 1780 abolition law, but by 1812, many whites sought to limit the growing numbers of free blacks by a law pro​hibiting African Americans from entering the state. James Forten, afreeborn African American who was a wealthy sailmaker in Philadelphia, published an attack on the pro​posed legislation as a violation of natural rights, the law, the Constitution, and simple humanity. Forten's protest, excerpted here, illustrates both the authority and the limits of revolutionary ideals in defining the freedom of African Americans. The proposed Penn​sylvania law never passed, although similar laws passed in other Northern states in the years before the Civil War.
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Letters from a Man of Colour, on a Late Bill before the Senate of Pennsylvania, 1813
We hold this truth to be self-evident, that GOD created all men equal, and [it] is one of the most prominent features in the Declaration of Independence, and in that glorious fabric of collected wisdom, our noble Constitution. This idea embraces the Indian and the European, the Savage and the Saint, the Peruvian and the Laplander, the white Man and the African, and whatever measures are adopted subversive of this inestimable privilege, are in direct violation of the let​ter and spirit of our Constitution. . . .
These thoughts were suggested by the ... late bill, before the Senate of Penn​sylvania, to prevent the emigration of people of colour into this state. It was not passed [and] .. . we sincerely hope, the white men, whom we should look upon as our protectors, will become convinced of the inhumanity and impolicy of such a measure. . . . This is almost the only state in the Union wherein the African[s] have justly boasted of rational liberty and the protection of the laws, and shall it now be said they have been deprived of that liberty, and publicly exposed for sale to the highest bidder? Shall colonial inhumanity that has marked many of us with shameful stripes, become the practice of the people of Pennsylvania . . . ? People of Pennsylvania ... doom us not to the unhappy fate of thousands of our countrymen in the Southern States and the West Indies; despise the traffic in blood, and the blessing of the African will forever be around you. Many of us are men of property, for the security of which, we have hitherto looked to the laws of our blessed state, but should this become a law, our property is jeopardized, since the same power which can expose to sale an unfortunate creature, can wrest from him those estates which years of honest industry have accumulated.... We grant there are a number of worthless men belonging to our colour, but there are laws of sufficient rigour for their punishment. . . . Punish the guilty man of colour to the utmost limit of the laws, but sell him not into slavery! ... If he is too indolent to labour for his own subsistence, compel him to do so; but sell him not into slav​ery. By selling him you do not make him better, but commit a wrong.... Many of our ancestors were brought here more than one hundred years ago; many of our fathers, many of ourselves, have fought and bled for the independence of our country. Do not then expose us to sale. Let not the spirit of the father behold the son robbed of that liberty which he died to establish....
The Constitution of Pennsylvania ... declared "that all men are born equally free and independent, and have certain inherent and indefeasible rights, among which are those of enjoying life and liberty."... Has the God who made the white man and the black, left any record declaring us a different species. Are we not sustained by the same power, supported by the same food, hurt by the same wounds, pleased with the same delights, and propagated by the same means. And should we not then enjoy the same liberty, and be protected by the same laws.... It cannot be that the authors of our Constitution intended to exclude us from its benefits, for just emerging from unjust and cruel emancipation, their
James Forten, Letters from a. man of colour, on a late bill before the Senate of Pennsylvania (1813); reprinted in Pamphlets of Protest: An Anthology of Early African-American Protest Literature, 1790-1860, eds. Richard Newman, Patrick Rael, and Philip Lapsansky (New York: Routledge, 2001), 67-72.
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souls were too much affected with their own deprivations to commence the reign of terrour over others. They knew we were deeper skinned that they were, but they acknowledged us as men, and found that many an honest heart beat beneath a dusky bosom. They felt that they had no more authority to enslave us, than England had to tyrannize over them. They were convinced that if amenable to the same laws in our actions, we should be protected by the same laws in our rights and privileges. Actuated by these sentiments they adopted the glorious fabric of our liberties, and declaring "all men" free, they did not particularize white and black, because they never supposed it would be made a question whether we were men or not. . . .
Let us put a case, in which the law in question operates peculiarly hard and unjust. — I have a brother, perhaps, who, resides in a distant part of the Union, and after a separation of years, actuated by the same fraternal affection which beats in the bosom of a white man, he comes to visit me. Unless that brother be registered in twenty four hours after, and be able to produce a certificate to that effect, he is liable, according to . . .the bill, to a fine of twenty dollars, to arrest, imprisonment and sale. ... It is to be hoped that in our legislature there is a patriotism, humanity, and mercy sufficient to crush this attempt upon the civil liberty of freemen [who]... have been the scorn, and whose calamities have been the jest, of the world for ages.. ..
Are not men of colour sufficiently degraded? Why then increase their degra​dation. It is a well known fact, that black people, upon certain days of public ju​bilee, dare not to be seen after twelve o'clock in the day, upon the field to enjoy the times; for no sooner do the fumes of that potent devil, Liquor, mount into the brain, than the poor black is assailed like the destroying Hyena or the avaricious Wolf! I allude particularly to the Fourth of July — Is it not wonderful, that the day set apart for the festival of Liberty, should be abused by the advocates of Freedom, in endeavoring to sully what they profess to adore. If men, though they know that the law protects all, will dare, in defiance of law, to execute their hatred upon the defenceless black, will they not by the passage of this bill, believe him still more a mark for their venom and spleen — Will they not believe him completely deserted by authority, and subject to every outrage brutality can inflict....
By ... this bill. . . the police officers are authorized to apprehend any black, whether a vagrant or a man of reputable character, who cannot produce a Certifi​cate that he has been registered. He is to be arrayed before a justice, who there​upon is to commit him to prison! The jailor is to advertise a Freeman, and at the expiration of six months, if no owner appears for this degraded black, he is to be exposed to sale, and if not sold to be confined at hard labour for seven years! ... The Constable, whose antipathy generally against the black is very great, will take the opportunity of hurting his feelings! Perhaps, he sees him at a distance and having a mind to raise the boys in hue and cry against him, exclaims, "Hal​loa! Stop the Negro!" — The boys, delighting in the sport, immediately begin to hunt him, and immediately from a hundred tongues, is heard the cry — "Hoa, Negro, where is your Certificate!" — Can any thing be conceived more degrad​ing to humanity! Can any thing be done more shocking to the principal of Civil Liberty! — A person arriving from another state, ignorant of the existence of such a law, may fall a victim to its cruel oppression. But he is to be advertised, and if no owner appears — How can an owner appear for a man who is free and be​longs to no one! — If no owner appears, he is exposed for sale! — Oh, inhuman spectacle: found in no unjust act, convicted of no crime, he is barbarously sold like the produce off the soil, to the highest bidder, or what is still worse, for no
1k,,-
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crimes, without the inestimable privilege of a trial by his peers, doomed to the dreary walls of a prison for the term of seven tedious years. . . . Search the leg​ends of tyranny and find no precedent. . . .
The . . . bill . . . prevents freemen from living where they please — Pennsyl​vania has always been a refuge from slavery, and to this state the Southern black, when freed, has flown for safety. Why does he this! When masters in many of the Southern states, which they frequently do, free a particular black, unless the black leaves the state in so many hours any person resident of the said state, can have him arrested and again sold to Slavery: — The hunted black is obliged to flee or remain and be again a slave. I have known persons of this discription sold three times after being first emancipated. Where shall he go? ... Is there no spot on earth that will protect him! . . .
It is in vain that we are forming societies of different kinds to ameliorate the condition of our unfortunate brethren, to correct their morals and to render them not only honest but useful members to society. All our efforts by this bill, are de​spised, and we are doomed to feel the lash of oppression: — As well may we be outlawed, as well may the glorious privileges of the Gospel, be denied us, and all endeavours used to cut us off from happiness.... I trust the eloquence of nature will succeed, and the law-givers of this happy Commonwealth will yet remain the Black's friend, and the advocates of Freemen. . . .
document 10-3
President Thomas Jefferson's Private and Public Indian Policy
Diplomatic relations with native Americans were among the new nation's most impor​tant activities. A growing population and the rush of settlers to frontier farms pushed to the fore issues of access to Indian lands and subordination of tribal authority to the trade, laws, and customs of white Americans. President Thomas Jefferson outlined his strategy for Indian affairs in 1803 in a private letter to the governor of Indiana Territory, William H. Harrison, excerpted here. In public, Jefferson expressed his Indian policy many times when visiting delegations of native Americans came to Washington, D.C. Jefferson's ad​dress to the Mandans — the source of the next selection — illustrates the public face of American policy.
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Letter to Governor William H. Harrison, February 27,1803
You receive from time to time information and instructions as to our Indian affairs. These communications being for the public records, are restrained always to particular objects and occasions; but this letter being unofficial and private, I may with safety give you a more extensive view of our policy respecting the Indians, that you may the better comprehend the parts dealt out to you in detail through the official channel, and observing the system of which they make a part, conduct yourself in unison with it in cases where you are obliged to act without instruction. Our system is to live in perpetual peace with the Indians, to cultivate an affectionate attachment from them, by everything just and liberal which we can do for them within the bounds of reason, and by giving them effectual pro​tection against wrongs from our own people. The decrease of game rendering their subsistence by hunting insufficient, we wish to draw them to agriculture, to spinning and weaving. The latter branches they take up with great readiness, be​cause they fall to the women, who gain by quitting the labors of the field for those which are exercised within doors. When they withdraw themselves to the culture of a small piece of land, they will perceive how useless to them are their exten​sive forests, and will be willing to pare them off from time to time in exchange for necessaries for their farms and families. To promote this disposition to ex​change lands, which they have to spare and we want, for necessaries, which we have to spare and they want, we shall push our trading uses, and be glad to see the good and influential individuals among them run in debt, because we ob​serve that when these debts get beyond what the individuals can pay, they be​come willing to lop them off by a cession of lands. At our trading houses, too, we mean to sell so low as merely to repay us cost and charges, so as neither to lessen or enlarge our capital. This is what private traders cannot do, for they must gain; they will consequently retire from the competition, and we shall thus get clear of this pest without giving offence or umbrage to the Indians. In this way our settle​ments will gradually circumscribe and approach the Indians, and they will in time either incorporate with us as citizens of the United States, or remove beyond the Mississippi. The former is certainly the termination of their history most happy for themselves; but, in the whole course of this, it is essential to cultivate their love. As to their fear, we presume that our strength and their weakness is now so visible that they must see we have only to shut our hand to crush them, and that all our liberalities to them proceed from motives of pure humanity only. Should any tribe be fool-hardy enough to take up the hatchet at any time, the seizing the whole country of that tribe, and driving them across the Mississippi, as the only condition of peace, would be an example to others, and a furtherance of our final consolidation.
Combined with these views, and to be prepared against the occupation of Louisiana by a powerful and enterprising people, it is important that, setting less value on interior extension of purchases from the Indians, we bend our whole views to the purchase and settlement of the country on the Mississippi, from its mouth to its northern regions, that we may be able to present as strong a front on
The Writings of Thomas Jefferson, vols. 3 and 4, ed. Henry A. Washington (Washington, B.C.: Taylor and Maury, 1853-1854).
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our western as on our eastern border, and plant on the Mississippi itself the means of its own defence. ... Of the means, however, of obtaining what we wish, you will be the best judge; and I have given you this view of the system which we suppose will best promote the interests of the Indians and ourselves, and finally consolidate our whole country to one nation only; that you may be enabled the better to adapt your means to the object, for this purpose we have given you a general commission for treating. The crisis is pressing: whatever can now be obtained must be obtained quickly. The occupation of New Orleans, hourly ex​pected, by the French, is already felt like a light breeze by the Indians. You know the sentiments they entertain of that nation; under the hope of their protection they will immediately stiffen against cessions of lands to us. We had better, there​fore, do at once what can now be done.
I must repeat that this letter is to be considered as private and friendly, and is not to control any particular instructions which you may receive through offi​cial channel. You will also perceive how sacredly it must be kept within your own breast, and especially how improper to be understood by the Indians. For their interests and their tranquillity it is best they should see only the present age of their history.
Address to the Wolf and People of the Mandan Nation, December 30,1806
My children, the Wolf and people of the Mandan nation: — I take you by the hand of friendship and give you a hearty welcome to the seat of the government of the United States. The journey which you have taken to visit your fathers on this side of our island is a long one, and your having undertaken it is a proof that you desired to become acquainted with us....
My friends and children, we are descended from the old nations which live
beyond the great water, but we and our forefathers have been so long here that we
seem like you to have grown out of this land. We consider ourselves no longer of
the old nations beyond the great water, but as united in one family with our red
I
brethren here. The French, the English, the Spaniards, have now agreed with us to
:
retire from all the country which you and we hold between Canada and Mexico,
f
and never more to return to it. And remember the words I now speak to you, my
J
children, they are never to return again. We are now your fathers; and you shall
f
not lose by the change. As soon as Spain had agreed to withdraw from all the wa-
|
ters of the Missouri and Mississippi, I felt the desire of becoming acquainted with
all my red children beyond the Mississippi, and of uniting them with us as we have those on this side of that river, in the bonds of peace and friendship. I wished to learn what we could do to benefit them by furnishing them the necessaries they want in exchange for their furs and peltries. I therefore sent our beloved man, Captain [Meriwether] Lewis, one of my own family, to go up the Missouri river to get acquainted with all the Indian nations in its neighborhood, to take them by the hand, deliver my talks to them, and to inform us in what way we could be useful to them. Your nation received him kindly, you have taken him by the hand and been friendly to him. My children, I thank you for the services you rendered him, and for your attention to his words. He will now tell us where we should establish trading houses to be convenient to you all, and what we must send to them.
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My friends and children, I have now an important advice to give you. I have already told you that you and all the red men are my children, and I wish you to live in peace and friendship with one another as brethren of the same family ought to do. How much better is it for neighbors to help than to hurt one an​other; how much happier must it make them. If you will cease to make war on one another, if you will live in friendship with all mankind, you can employ all your time in providing food and clothing for yourselves and your families. Your men will not be destroyed in war, and your women and children will lie down to sleep in their cabins without fear of being surprised by their enemies and killed or carried away. Your numbers will be increased instead of diminishing, and you will live in plenty and in quiet. My children, I have given this advice to all your red brethren on this side of the Mississippi; they are following it, they are increasing in their numbers, are learning to clothe and provide for their fam​ilies as we do. Remember then my advice, my children, carry it home to your people, and tell them that from the day that they have become all of the same family, from the day that we became father to them all, we wish, as a true father should do, that we may all live together as one household, and that before they strike one another, they should go to their father and let him endeavor to make up the quarrel.
My children, you are come from the other side of our great island, from where the sun sets, to see your new friends at the sun rising. ... I very much desire that you should not stop here, but go ... and visit our great cities . . . and see how many friends and brothers you have here. ... I wish you, my children, to see all you can, and to tell your people all you see; because I am sure the more they know of us, the more they will be our hearty friends.. . .
My children, I have long desired to see you; I have now opened my heart to you, let my words sink into your hearts and never be forgotten. If ever lying people or bad spirits should raise up clouds between us, call to mind what I have said, and what you have seen yourselves. Be sure there are some lying spirits between us; let us come together as friends and explain to each other what is misrepresented or misunderstood, the clouds will fly away like morn​ing fog, and the sun of friendship appear and shine forever bright and clear between us.
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document 10-4 Meriwether Lewis Describes the Shoshone
When President Jefferson arranged the Louisiana Purchase in 1803, he did not know precisely what the nation was buying. He had already arranged for a small expedition, commanded by Meriwether Lewis and William Clark, both soldiers, to make their way up the Missouri River, from its mouth at St. Louis to its headwaters someplace in the mountains of the uncharted interior, and to search out a route to the Pacific Ocean. Jef​ferson expected Lewis and Clark to be keen-eyed observers not only of the natural envi​ronment but also of the native Americans they encountered along the way. After almost a year and a half of sailing, rowing, pushing, and pulling their heavily loaded boats upstream, they reached the land of the Shoshone, home of their interpreter Sacajawea, near the Continental Divide in present-day Montana. Lewis and Clark desperately needed horses from the Shoshone in order to cross the Rocky Mountains and make their way to the West Coast. While negotiating for the horses and waiting for them to be rounded up, Lewis noted in his journal — excerpted here •— Shoshone traits that caught his eye.
The Journals of the Lewis and Clark Expedition, 1805
Friday August 16th 1805.
. . . [T]he young [Shoshone] man . . . had come to inform us that one of the whitemen had killed a deer, in an instant they all gave their horses the whip and I was taken nearly a mile before I could learn what were the tidings; as I was without [sjtirrups and an Indian behind me the jostling was disagreeable I therefore reigned up my horse and forbid the Indian to whip him who had given him the lash ... for a mile fearing he should loose a part of the feast, the fellow was so uneasy that he left me the horse dismounted and ran on foot at full speed, I am confident a mile, when they arrived where the deer was which was in view of me they dismounted and ran in tumbling over each other like a parcel of famished dogs each seizing and tearing away a part of the intestens which had been previously thrown out by Drewyer [one of Lewis's men] who killed it; the seen was such when I arrived that had I not have had a pretty keen appetite myself I am confident I should not have taisted any part of the venison shortly, each one had a peice of some discription and all eating most ravenously, some were eating the kidnies the melt [spleen] and liver and the blood runing from the corners of their mouths, others were in a similar situ​ation with the paunch and guts but the exuding substance in this case from their lips was of a different discription. one of the last who attacted my attention particu​larly had been fortunate in his allotment or reather active in the division, he had provided himself with about nine feet of the small guts one end of which he was chewing on while with his hands he was squezzing the contents out at the other. I really did not untill now think that human nature ever presented Itself in a shape so nearly allyed to the brute creation. I viewed these poor starved divils with pity and compassion I directed McNeal [another of Lewis's men] to skin the deer and
Gary E. Moulton, ed., The Journals of the Lewis and Clark Expedition, vol. 5, July 28-November 1,1805 (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1988), 103-59.
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reserved a quarter, the ballance I gave the Chief to be divided among his people; they devoured the whole of it nearly without cooking. . . . Drewyer . . . killed a second deer; here nearly the same seene was encored, a fire being kindled we cooked and eat and gave the ballance of the two deer to the Indians who eat the whole of them even to the soft parts of the hoofs....
Monday August 19th 1805.
. . . [F]rom what has (already) been said of the Shoshones it will be readily perceived that they live in a wretched stait of poverty, yet notwithstanding their extreem poverty they are not only cheerfull but even gay, fond of gaudy dress and amusements; like most other Indians they are great egotists and frequently boast of heroic acts which they never performed, they are also fond of games of wrisk. they are frank, communicative, fair in dealing, generous with the little they pos​sess, extreemly honest, and by no means beggarly, each individual is his own sov​ereign master, and acts from the dictates of his own mind; the authority of the Chief being nothing more than mere admonition supported by the influence which the propiety of his own examplery conduct may have acquired him in the minds of the individuals who compose the band, the title of cheif is not hereditary ... in fact every man is a chief, but all have not an equal influence on the minds of the other members of the community, and he who happens to enjoy the greatest share of confidence is the principal Chief. The Shoshonees may be estimated at about 100 warriors, and about three times that number of woomen and children, they have more children among them than I expected to have seen among a peo​ple who procure subsistence with such difficulty, there are but few very old per​sons, nor did they appear to treat those with much tenderness or rispect. The man is the sole proprietor of his wives and daughters, and can barter or dispose of ei​ther as he thinks proper, a plurality of wives is common among them, but these are not generally sisters as with the Minnetares & Mandans but are purchased of different fathers. The father frequently disposes of his infant daughters in mar​riage to men who are grown or to men who have sons for whom they think proper to provide wives, the compensation given in such cases usually consists of horses or mules which the father receives at the time of contract and converts to his own uce. the girl remains with her parents untill she is conceived to have obtained the age of puberty which with them is considered to be about the age of 13 or 14 years. the female at this age is surrendered to her sovereign lord and husband agreeably to contract, and with her is frequently restored by the father quite as much as he received in the first instance in payment for his daughter; but this is discretionary with the father. Sah-car-gar-we-ah [Sacajawea] had been thus disposed of before she was taken by the Minnetares, or had arrived to the years of puberty, the hus​band was yet living and with this band, he was more than double her age and had two other wives, he claimed her as his wife but said that as she had had a child by another man, who was Charbono [a French trapper who accompanied Lewis], that he did not want her. They seldom correct their children particularly the boys who soon become masters of their own acts, they give as a reason that it cows and breaks the Sperit of the boy to whip him, and that he never recovers his indepen​dence of mind after he is grown. They treat their women but with little rispect, and compel them to perform every species of drudgery, they collect the wild fruits and roots, attend to the horses or assist in that duty cook dreess the skins and make all their apparal, collect wood and make their fires, arrange and form their
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lodges, and when they travel pack the horses and take charge of all the baggage; in short the man dose little else except attend his horses hunt and fish, the man considers himself degraded if he is compelled to walk any distance, and if he is so unfortunately poor as only to possess two horses he rides the best himself and leavs the woman or women if he has more than one, to transport their baggage and children on the other, and to walk if the horse is unable to carry the additional weight of their persons — the chastity of their women is not held in high estima​tion, and the husband will for a trifle barter the companion of his bead for a night or longer if he conceives the reward adiquate; tho' they are not so importunate that we should caress their women as the siouxs were and some of their women appear to be held more sacred than in any nation we have seen I have requested the men to give them no cause of jealousy by having connection with their women without their knowledge, which with them strange as it may seem is considered as disgraceful to the husband as clandestine connections of a similar kind are among civilized nations, to prevent this mutual exchange of good officies alto​gether I know it impossible to effect, particularly on the part of our young men whom some months abstanence have made very polite to those tawney damsels. no evil has yet resulted and I hope will not from these connections.. .. these peo​ple are deminutive in stature, thick ankles, crooked legs, thick flat feet and in short but illy formed, at least much more so in general than any nation of Indians I ever saw. their complexion is much that of the Siouxs or darker than the Minnetares mandands or Shawnees. generally both men and women wear their hair in a loos lank flow over the sholders and face. . . . the dress of the men consists of a robe[,] long legings, shirt, tippet and Mockersons, that of the women is also a robe, chemise, and Mockersons; sometimes they make use of short legings. the orne-ments of both men and women are very similar, and consist of several species of sea shells, blue and white beads, bras and Iron arm bands, plaited cords of the sweet grass, and collars of leather ornamented with the quills of the porcupine dyed of various colours among which I observed the red, yellow, blue, and black, the ear is purforated in the lower part to receive various ornaments but the nose is not, nor is the ear lasserated or disvigored for this purpose as among many na​tions, the men never mark their skins by birning, cuting, nor puncturing and in​troducing a colouring matter as many nations do. there women sometimes puncture a small circle on their forehead nose or cheeks and thus introduce a black matter usually soot and grease which leaves an indelible stand tho' this even is by no means common, their arms offensive and defensive consist in the bow and ar​rows sheild, some lances, and a weapon called by the Cippeways who formerly used it, the pog-gar'-mag-gon [a weighted war club], in fishing they employ wairs, gigs, and fishing hooks, the salmon is the principal object of their pursuit, they snair wolves and foxes. I was anxious to learn whether these people had the vene-rial, and made the enquiry through the intrepreter and his wife; the information was that they sometimes had it but I could not learn their remedy; they most usu​ally die with it's effects, this seems a strong proof that these disorders bothe go-naroehah and Louis venerae are native disorders of America, tho' these people have suffered much by the small pox which is known to be imported and perhaps those other disorders might have been contracted from other Indian tribes who by a round of communication might have obtained from the Europeans since it was introduced into that quarter of the globe, but so much detatched on the other had from all communication with the whites that I think it most probable that those disorders are original with them. ...
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August 21st Wednesday 1805.
. . . Those Indians are mild in their disposition appear Sincere in their friend​ship, punctial, and decided, kind with what they have, to Spare. They are exces​sive pore, nothing but horses there Enemies which are noumerous on account of there horses & Defenceless Situation, have Deprived them of tents and all the Small Conveniances of life.... The women are held more Sacred among them than any nation we have seen and appear to have an equal Shere in all Conversation, which is not the Case in any othe nation I have Seen, their boeys & Girls are also admited to Speak except in Councils, the women doe all the drugery except fishing and takeing care of the horses, which the men apr. to take upon themselves... .
Friday August 23rd 1805.
. . . The metal which we found in possession of these people consited of a few indifferent knives, a few brass kettles some arm bands of iron and brass, a few buttons, woarn as ornaments in their hair, a spear or two of a foot in length and some iron and brass arrow points which they informed me they obtained in exchange for horses from the Crow or Rocky Mountain Indians on the yellow-stone River, the bridlebits and stirrips they obtained from the Spaniards, tho' these were but few. many of them made use of flint for knives, and with this in​strument, skined the animals they killed, dressed their fish and made their ar​rows; in short they used it for every purpose to which the knife is applyed. . ..
Saturday August 24th 1805.
... [Tjhese people have many names in the course of their lives, particularly if they become distinguished characters, for it seems that every important event by which they happen to distinguish themselves intitles them to claim another name which is generally scelected by themselves and confirmed by the nation, those distinguishing acts are the killing and scalping an enemy, the killing a white bear, leading a party to war who happen to be successful either in destroying their enemies or robing them of their horses, or individually stealing the horses of an enemy, these are considered acts of equal heroism among them, and that of killing an enemy without scalping him is considered of no importance; in fact the whole honour seems to be founded in the act of scalping, for if a man happens to slay a dozen of his enemies in action and others get the scalps or first lay their hand on the dead person the honor is lost to him who killed them and devolves on those who scalp or first touch them. Among the Shoshones, as well as all the Indians of America, bravery is esteemed the primary virtue; nor can any one be​come eminent among them who has not at some period of his life given proofs of his possessing this virtue, with them there can be no preferment without some ware-like achievement.

J
- nuns {
document 10-5 Frontier Revival
Egalitarian ideals eroded the appeal of religious doctrines and institutions that empha​sized hierarchy, learning, and reason. Especially on the ever-shifting frontier of settle​ment, many Americans came to believe that religion was something between themselves and God. Churches, ministers, and fine points of theology got in the way of genuine, transforming faith. In the account excerpted here, Richard McNemar, a Presbyterian min​ister, described the people, ideas, and activities that marked the revivals of the Second Great Awakening in Kentucky at the turn of the century.
Richard McNemar
The Kentucky Revival, 1801
The first extraordinary appearances of the power of God in the late revival, began about the close of the last century, in Logan and Christian counties; on the waters of Casper and Red Rivers. And in the spring of 1801, the same extraordi​nary work broke out in Mason county, upper part of Kentucky; of which I was an eye witness, and can therefore, with greater confidence, testify what I have heard, seen and felt,
It first began in individuals who had been under deep convictions of sin, and great trouble about their souls, and had fasted and prayed, and diligently searched the scriptures, and had undergone distresses of mind inexpressibly sore, until they had obtained a comfortable hope of salvation. And from seeing and feeling the love of Christ, and his willingness to save all that would forsake their sins and turn to God through him; and feeling how freely his love and goodness flowed to them, it kindled their love to other souls, that were lost in their sins; and an ardent desire that they might come and partake of that spiritual light, life, and comfort, which appeared infinite in its nature, and free to all. And under such an overpowering weight of the divine goodness, as tongue could not express, they were constrained to cry out, with tears and trembling, and testify a full and free salvation in Christ, for all that would come; and to warn their
Richard McNemar, The Kentucky Revival (Pittsfield, OH: Phinehas Allen, 1808).
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fellow-creatures of the danger of continuing in sin; and entreating them in the most tender and affectionate manner, to turn from it; and seek the Lord, in sure and certain hope that he would be found.
Under such exhortations, the people began to be affected in a very strange manner. At first they were taken with an inward throbbing of heart; then with weeping and trembling: from that to crying out, in apparent agony of soul; falling down and swooning away till every appearance of animal life was suspended, and the person appeared to be in a trance. From this state they would recover un​der different sensations. . . .
And here a new scene was opened, while some trembled like one in a fit of the ague;1 wept or cried out, lamenting their distance from God, and exposed-ness to his wrath; others were employed in praying with them, encouraging them to believe on the Son of God — to venture upon his promise — give up their wicked rebellious heart, just as it was; for God to take it away, and give them a heart of flesh; — singing hymns, and giving thanks to God, for the display of his power, without any regard to former rules of order. At this, some were offended and withdrew from the assembly, determined to oppose it, as a work of the wicked one. But all their objections, only tended to open the way for the true na​ture and spirit of the work to shine out; and encourage the subjects of it, to set out with warmer zeal to promote it. Accordingly a meeting was appointed a few evenings after; to which a crowd of awakened souls flocked, and spent the whole night in singing hymns, praying, and exhorting one another, &c. At this meeting, one man was struck down and lay for about an hour, in the situation above men​tioned. This put the matter beyond dispute, that the work was supernatural; and the outcry which it raised against sin, confirmed a number in the belief that it was from above.
From small beginnings, it gradually spread. The news of these strange oper​ations flew about, and attracted many to come and see; who were convinced, not only from seeing and hearing, but feeling; and carried home the testimony, that it was the living work of God. This stirred up others, and brought out still greater multitudes. And these strange exercises still increasing, and having no respect to any stated hours of worship, it was found expedient to encamp on the ground, and continue the meeting day and night. To these encampments the people flocked in hundreds and thousands, on foot, on horseback, and in waggons and other carriages.
At first appearance, those meetings exhibited nothing to the spectator, but a scene of confusion that could scarce be put into human language. They were gen​erally opened with a sermon; near the close of which, there would be an unusual out-cry; some bursting forth into loud ejaculations of prayer, or thanksgiving for the truth. Others breaking out in emphatical sentences of exhortation. Others fly​ing to their careless friends, with tears of compassion, beseeching them to turn to the Lord. Some struck with terror, and hastening through the croud to make their escape, or pulling away their relations. — Others, trembling, weeping and crying out for the Lord Jesus to have mercy upon them: fainting and swooning away, till every appearance of life was gone, and the extremities of the body assumed the coldness of a dead corpse. — Others surrounding them with melodious songs, or fervent prayers for their happy resurrection, in the love of Christ. — Others
Jague: Intermittent bouts of fever and chills associated with malaria.
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collecting into circles around this variegated scene, contending with arguments for and against. And under such appearances, the work would continue for sev​eral days and nights together. . . .
The next general camp-meeting was held at Concord, in the county of Bour​bon, about the last of May, or beginning of June. The number of people was sup​posed to be about 4,000, who attended on this occasion. . .. On this occasion, no sex nor color, class nor description, were exempted from the pervading influence of the spirit; even from the age of eight months to sixty years, there were evident subjects of this marvellous operation.
The meeting continued five days and four nights; and after the people gen​erally scattered from the ground, numbers convened in different places and con​tinued the exercise much longer. And even where they were not collected together, these wonderful operations continued among every class of people and in every situation; in their houses and fields, and in their daily employments, falling down and crying out under conviction, or singing and shouting with unspeakable joy, were so common, that the whole country round about, seemed to be leavened with the spirit of the work. . . .
The people among whom the revival began, were generally Calvinists, and altho' they had been long praying in words for the out-pouring of the spirit, and believed that God had "foreordained whatsoever comes in to pass;" yet, when it came to pass and their prayer was answered, and the spirit began to flow like many waters, from a cloud of witnesses, and souls were convicted of sin and cried for mercy, and found hope and comfort in the news of a Saviour; they rose up and quarreled with the work, because it did not come to pass that the subjects of it were willing to adopt their soul stupefying creed. Those who had laboured and travailed to gain some solid hope of salvation, and had ventured their souls upon the covenant of promise, and felt the living zeal of eternal love; could not, dare not preach that salvation was restricted to a certain definite number; nor insinuate that any being which God had made, was, by the Creator, laid under the dire ne​cessity of being damned forever. The love of a Saviour constrained them to tes​tify, that one had died for all. This truth, so essential to the first ray of hope in the human breast, was like a dead fly in the ointment of the apothecary, to the Calvinist; hence all this trembling, weeping and groaning under sin, rejoicing in the hope of deliverance and turning from the former practice of it, sent forth a disagreeable savor. Yet these exercises would no doubt, have passed for a good work of God, had they appeared as seals to their doctrine of election, imperfec​tion, and final perseverance. But every thing appeared new, and to claim no re​lation to the old bed of sand upon which they had been building; and rather than quit the old foundation, they chose to reject, oppose and persecute the truth, accompanied with all that evidence which many of them were obliged to acknowledge was divine. .. .
The first point of doctrine which distinguished the subjects of the revival, was that which respected divine revelation.
The established opinion in the churches had been, that the Scriptures, ex​plained according to sound reason and philosophy, was light sufficient; and sim​ply to believe, what we were thus taught, was the highest evidence we could have of the truth of spiritual things. But these adopted a very different faith, and taught, as an important truth, that the will of God was made manifest to each individual who honestly sought after it, by an inward light, which shone into the heart. — Hence they received the name of New-Lights....
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This new light first broke out in the Presbyterian church, among those who held the doctrines of Calvin, and therefore it is considered as more immediately contrasted with that system. Those who first embraced it, had also been reputed Calvinists, and belonged to the Presbyterian church, among whom were several persons of distinction in the ministry; of course, the existence of sentiments so very different in the same church, rendered a division unavoidable. . . . This division in sentiment, with its concomitant effects, drew together a vast multitude out of different churches, who formed a general communion, and for a time, acceded to the doctrines, manner of worship, &c. first opened and prac​tised among the New-Lights; a brief sketch of which is as follows, viz: that all creeds, confessions, forms of worship, and rules of government invented by men, ought to be laid aside; especially the distinguishing doctrines of Calvin. — That all who received the true light of the spirit in the inner man, and faithfully followed it, would naturally see eye to eye, and understand the things of the spirit alike, without any written tenet or learned expositor. That all who received this true light, would plainly see the purity of God — the de​pravity of man — the necessity of a new birth, and of a sinless life and conver​sation to evidence it. — That God was no respecter of persons — willeth the salvation of all souls — has opened a door of salvation, through Christ, for all — will have all invited to enter, and such as refuse to come in, must blame themselves for their own perdition.
As to worship, they allowed each one to worship God agreeably to their own feelings, whatever impression or consciousness of duty they were under; believing the true wisdom, which "lives through all life," to be a safer guide than human forms, which can only affect the outer man: and hence, so wide a door was opened, and such a variety of exercises were exhibited at their public meetings. All distinction of names was laid aside, and it was no matter what any one had been called before, if now he stood in the present light, and felt his heart glow with love to the souls of men; he was welcome to sing, pray, or call sinners to repentance. Neither was there any distinction as to age, sex, color, or any thing of a temporary nature: old and young, male and female, black and white, had equal privilege to minister the light which they received, in whatever way the spirit directed. And it was moreover generally consid​ered, that such as professed to stand in the light and were not actively engaged some way or other, in time of public meeting, were only dead weights upon the cause.
No one, who has not been an eye witness, can possibly paint in their imag​ination the striking solemnity of those occasions, on which the thousands of Kentuckians were convened in one vast assembly, under the auspicious influ​ence of the above faith. How striking to see hundreds who never saw each other in the face before, moving uniformly into action, without any precon​certed plan, and each, without intruding upon another, taking that part as​signed him by a conscious feeling, and in this manner, dividing into bands over a large extent of ground, interspersed with tents and waggons: some unit​ing their voices in the most melodious songs; others in solemn and affecting accents of prayer: some lamenting with streaming eyes their lost situation, or that of a wicked world; others lying apparently in the cold embraces of death: some instructing the ignorant, directing the doubtful, and urging them in the day of God's visitation, to make sure work for eternity: others, from some em​inence, sounding the general trump of a free salvation, and warning sinners to
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fly from the wrath to come: — the surrounding forest at the same time, vocal with the cries of the distressed, sometimes to the distance of half a mile or a mile in circumference.
How persons, so different in their education, manners and natural disposi​tions, without any visible commander, could enter upon such a scene, and con​tinue in it for days and nights in perfect harmony, has been one of the greatest wonders that ever the world beheld.
