PTO agenda and Report. October 2009

Agenda

1. Room parent/parent contact

2. Helping Hands

3. Yearbook

4. Math Enrichment Program
5. Family Science Night 10/22
6. Update from comittees

7. Content for upcoming general PTO meeting 10/22

8. Date for next PTO Board Meeting

Attendees

· Brandy Duplechain (teacher rep)
· Cynthia Turner

· Kimberly McGeehon

· Shana Welch

· Stephanie Price

· Carolyn Lee

· Lesley White

· Sonal Marwaha

· Sue Sierra
· Li-Ching Chen

· Susy Grilli (Muddimer)

· Kirsten Bahlke

· Judy Kurrus

· Kath Williamson
· Kelly Fruia
Meeting started. Agenda changed slightly to accommodate people needing to leave early.

Science night, math enrichment program and fundraising moved to top.

Motioned and seconded by Shana Welch, Judy Jurrus. 
Math Enrichment Program (Sonal)

2 programs were discussed.

1) 4th and 5th grade – preparing for contest Maths Pretty intense- more than grade level. Children compete as a club. Club, Geared towards mental maths. Things that wil lhelp them throughout life.

Presentationwas given last week to parents on Thurs evening.

Colony Bend will be mapping the CommonWealth elementary program CWE math masters – the lady responsible for the program will come to one of meetings to be thanked for her support in helping us get started and walking us through.

First meeting Tuesday oct 20th.

2) Math facts (started by Austin parkway elementary). Targetting all grade levels K-5th.

Ms Sierra needs to confirm first that it fits with school program.

Concept is to test kids – 1 minute flashcards – work through rounds.

Incentive – takes photo and get ribbon and photos go up on wall.
Family Science Night 10/22

Cynthia Turner has done an awesome job. A well organized plan was presented.

Highlights are:

· Science Dome has been reserved.

· Experiments have been selected. Some new ones chosen to give kids fresh new things, quick and easy for all kids, including PPCD kids.

· Additional station for PPCD kids for those who are limited and need more time. Robin liaising with PPCD teachers.

· Student Council members will be volunteering to assist, from setup, through to clean up.

· Parent volunteers have been identified.

· No particular station for each grade – so can spread volunteers over all stations.

· Ms Sierra mentioned teachers from other campuses will be visiting.
To do:

Passports, experiment packets, floor layout plan, flyers, assign volunteers, exhibit display boards. Pay for science dome, request and acquire supplies.

Suggestions:

1. Science dome will be in the gym. Last year some kids didn’t get chance to go to dome. Need to make sure all kids get a chance. Up to 85 kids can go in at one time.

Kirsten suggested to use the Disney passport theme, whereby children sign up for their time slots and the PA system to announce when the kids go their time slot.

2. Leslie suggested instead of making special badges for awards, just use stickers.

3. Cynthia was considering asking the grocery stores, walmart, Randalls etc. to help with the supplies. But no formal letterhead will be ready in time. $100 from the budget will cover some supplies. Request for donations will go out on Friday. 

Schedule: 

Setup 3.30-5.30

Volunteers 3.30-7.30

PTO meeting – 6-6.15

Experiments start after that.

Update from Comitteees:

1. Hospitality

	Committee members

Kelly Fruia, Megan Hutchison

	Activities for the past month

VIPS Breakfast, Teacher Birthday Celebration for September

	Planned Activities for the upcoming month(s)

October 22nd – October Teacher Birthday Celebration

	Requirements for further recruitment/volunteers – 

At this time, we have enough volunteer help.

	Any outstanding issues that you need assistance with

No help is needed at this time.

	Summary of significant financial items


	Items for review in the Board Meeting

None at this time.


2. Communications

	Committee members

· Shana Welch – Directory, Kirsten Bahlke - Website / Eagle Press, Kerry Christoffel - School Sign, Karen Burgos - Librarian

	Activities for the past month

· Directory completed and approved by Ms. Sierra

· Continually updated marquee and website

· Explored letterhead options

· Created first issue of Eagle Press newsletter

	Planned Activities for the upcoming month(s)

· Continuous updating of the marquee and website

· Bringing draft survey to board for approval

· Issuing survey 

	Requirements for further recruitment/volunteers - None at this time

	 Any outstanding issues that you need assistance with

· Request update on FBISD sponsored website (who updates? Who would add a link to our PTO site on there?)

· Request update on using email and phone “blasts” to disseminate information.  When will we be set up to do this?

· When will we know if we can go electronic with the Eagle Press?

· Need to disseminate remaining binders – please see Karen

	Summary of significant financial items (incoming, outgoing etc.)  - N/A

	Action Items for review

· Reminder of our agreed upon communication strategy for CBE PTO board and committees

1. “owner” would work with impacted parties to flush out details and rough draft of communication (e.g. email requesting donations for the auction)

2. Owner would send final draft to communication committee, Stephanie and Li for review.  Communication committee member will summarize feedback within 24 hrs and return to owner.

3. Owner will send revised copy to Ms Sierra for her approval.

4. Owner to send approved copy to Kirsten for inclusion on the website.

· Recommend creating the letterhead internally (see examples).  Need approval to use Colony Bend address.


Discussion Items

1. First copy of the Eagle press was passed around. Will be B&W in print, and online in color.

In future will ask parents to opt via email (last page to include a tear off).

Print is still needed as Ms Sierra is required to send copies to the district.

2. Printing costs - Ms Sierra- is currently testing with 8 families who have multiple children in the school to just send communciations via the oldest child. The challenge is to manage the list. 

As suggestion was made that volunteers on PTO can help.

3. The directory is ready. Many thanks to Shana. Shana passed out copies to those committee members who had submitted their memberships along with the Eagle stickers. 

Eagle sticker available from student store.

Directories will go on sale for $2 each (cost $1.06 to print.)

4. PTO website - MS Anderson and Ms Sierra are able to update the School’s website, but they are not allowed to put a link to the PTO website.

The website address will be added to the monthly calendar.

5. Getting closer on phone blast system being ready. Need to be selective on whats advertised.

3. VIPs

	Committee members

· Kimberly McGeehon

	Activities for the past month

CBE VIPS reported 261 volunteer hours, with 42 volunteers in Setember (compared to 102 hours and 28 volunteers last year). Completed the initial recruitment of volunteers to help the various coordinators, with 121 families turning in a volunteer form. We were also chosen by the Community Partnerships Office with FBISD to have Brazos Valley Credit Union Employees as our Community Partner and their employees  will be volunteers at Colony Bend. Mrs. Sierra was contacted about this as well.

	Planned Activities for the upcoming month(s)

Assisting with volunteers for Science Night.

	Requirements for further recruitment/volunteers – always recruiting…

	Any outstanding issues that you need assistance with

Donuts with Dads. Will PTO fund this activity since it was not placed in the initial budget? Does the PTO want VIPS to organize this? 

	Summary of significant financial items (incoming, outgoing etc.)

Purchases will be made to recognize the VIPS of the Month for October/November.  


	Action Items for review

· Donuts with Dads. Will PTO fund this activity since it was not placed in the initial budget? Does the PTO want VIPS to organize this? 


Discussion items.

· Lots of volunteer hours for Sept – very exciting.

· Brazos Bend have some volunteers that they are unable to provide jobs for. 2-3 people will be coming to CBE. Suggestion of laminating, mulching.

· Donuts with Dads – must be done by 7.29am so this will need further consideration to see if it is feasible.

· VIP of the month – Robin Cox.

4. Room Parents

	Committee members

Room Parent Coordinator

Kelly Fruia

Grade Level Coordinators

Rena Auden-K,Meagan Hutchison-1st,Kimberly McGeehon-2nd,Ellen Meinen-3rd,Robin Cox-4th,Kelly Fruia -5th

	Activities for the past month

The last month has been about getting everyone organized and trying to obtain parent contact information for the room parents

	Planned Activities for the upcoming month(s)

This month many of us will be helping with Family Science Night

Next Month many of us will be volunteering to help with the Turkey Trot-Diabetes Walk.

	Requirements for further recruitment/volunteers – 

None at this time

	Any outstanding issues that you need assistance with

The only outstanding issue that the room parents have every year is that we can’t get the parent contact information that we need at the beginning of the year. I think that we should put great effort into getting that handled at the beginning of the year next year. This could be done by having the teachers put a Parent Contact Info sheet out on meet the teacher night and asking them to fill it out for the sole purpose of the room parent to contact them. Also, we could send home a flyer similar to what we did a few weeks ago asking them to send in their info if they did not do it on meet the teacher night. We should keep this separate from the volunteer form and all the other stuff that goes home in that big envelope.

	Summary of significant financial items
Only that a budget be created for Helping Hands which is a sub-committee of the room parent committee.

	Items for review in the Board Meeting

Parent Contact Information and Helping Hands budget!


Discussion Items

A budget is needed for helping hands now that it is a committee.
5. YearBook

	Committee members

Robin Cox

	Activities for the past month

Sales are strong we have sold a total of 115 books thus far with double the personalization from last year compared to 36 sold last year by this date. 

Ads have gone on sale.  I have sold 1 and 1 half pages so far but expect more closer to the Jan 29th deadline.  The cover is complete and looks great.

	Planned Activities for the upcoming month(s)

I am kicking off a contest for each grade level to design their sections' backgrounds from this Fri Oct 9th to Oct 30th.  

New sales forms will also go home this Friday Oct 9th 

	Requirements for further recruitment/volunteers – 

	Any outstanding issues that you need assistance with

	Summary of significant financial items
The price will go up to 30$ after the end of Nov.

	Items for review in the Board Meeting


6. Helping Hands

	Committee members

Robin Cox

	Activities for the past month

We are helping the teacher's weekly with teacher center projects and have added a Helping Hands folder to the pendaflex. 

The PPCD,BIC and FLITE will have representation this year at Family Science Night.  


	Planned Activities for the upcoming month(s)

Stephanie and I are also working on putting together a dinner in the lounge from 5-6 on Nov 19th before Family Reading night for the families, teachers and students in PPCD, BIC, and FLITE.  The food is being donated (THANK YOU STEPHANIE) by Sweetwater Country Club and the we will have to provide store bought refreshments and desserts.  

	Requirements for further recruitment/volunteers 

Our goal is to get more involvement from these parents in PTO we would like to bridge the gap between this dept and the rest of our school.   

	Any outstanding issues that you need assistance with

	Summary of significant financial items
We want to add to the budget next year to add improvements and enhance the playground in front of the school.  I am waiting for input back from these teacher's on what they feel would be most beneficial to their students.

	Items for review in the Board Meeting


7. Gardening Club

	Committee members

Judy Kurrus, Susan Kennaugh, De Hamilton, Jack Olson, Michelle Cantu

	Activities for the past month

· Removed hazardous metal trim pieces around building

· Trimmed and cleaned out beds on SE corner of building adjacent to basket ball courts and NW corner near pick up area

· Started weeding beds along south side

· Investigated sprinkler system



	Planned Activities for the upcoming month(s)

· Remove weeds from S side of building

· Plant new boxwoods where old ones died

· Spread mulch under beds.  The tentative plan is to have a load of mulch delivered on a Friday or Saturday morning and organize a work party to help spread it under the existing plants on a Saturday morning.

· Sprinkler system: District is working on replacing broken pipes and fittings. Jack Olson has taken the lead with this project.

· Begin designing new landscaping around front reader board



	Requirements for further recruitment/volunteers – 

Volunteers to help spread bark: high school students, parents

	Any outstanding issues that you need assistance with

Sprinkler system: updates from district

	Summary of significant financial items
Need to ask around for the best price and offerings for mulch.

	Items for review in the Board Meeting




8. Spirit T-Shirts

	Committee members

Lesley White, Li Chen

	Activities for the past month

· T-Shirt company working on the artwork. Will be ready for tomorrow night 

	Planned Activities for the upcoming month(s)



	Requirements for further recruitment/volunteers

	Any outstanding issues that you need assistance with

	Summary of significant financial items
T-Shirts         cost $6.00, sell $10
Hoodies        cost $13.00, sell $15
Polos            cost $18.00, sell $20
The T-shirts and Hoodies would be screen printed and the polos would be embroidered

	Items for review in the Board Meeting

I asked them for one color only.  I chose royal blue since it was a good color for not showing the dirt.  I have a sample of the t-shirt color here and will bring the artwork tomorrow night.  The hoodies would only be printed with the school name not the full color.  Is this OK?



Discussion Items:

· T-shirt sample passed round. Hoodies, t-shirts, polos background is blue, embroidery - Red in middle and white outside.Suggestion to change red font to white for “Building brighter futures”

· T-shirts motion and seconded to approve - Brandy, Judy

· Orders needed by Oct 23rd.

· Leslie to send flyer to Ms Sierra for approval to go out on Friday.

· Ms Sierra – to see graphics of whats on each.

Others..

School Board Rep

· Kath providing a list of dates, locations of the meetings.

· We will be able to post these on the website so that parents can attend (this is the only way parents can effect change to policies they don't  agree with at the district level)
· Next meeting is 26th October. 1 is scheduled for November.

· Need to get something on agenda 10 days before in order to get 3 minutes during the meeting with the 7 board members.

Membership
A suggestion was made to post the PTO membership on the school sign.
Shared Dreams

School Store

Community Building

Carnival and auction

Box Tops

Family Dinner night
· Tanks to Meredith Sakowtiz for a very successful family dinner night at Ci Ci’s.  $1200 was brought in to Ci Cis and 10% ($120) to school, and many CBE families enjoyed socializing.

· Next family dinner night is scheduled for Nov 12th at Jonny Carinos. The event will run all day (for lunch etc) for those who can’t make dinner.

· Family dinner nights will not be scheduled too frequently so that they remain special and affordable.

Retail share program

· 2 current participants: Target and randalls

· Target goes to school account, Randalls goes to pTO

· Krogers will also be participating, we are just waiting on Kroger bar code – parents bring the code to be scanned to go.

Box tops – Cindy Hamilton will do these. The committee will meet to discuss how to help each other as a team.

Cookie Dough 
· Originally targeted for Oct1st-15th  but things got pushed back.

· Now scheduled for Oct 22nd thru nov 5th
· 6 parents have signed up specifially to help this. A meeting will be held to discuss.

Update from the PTO President. 
· Thanks to each committee for their work and for submitting reports.

· Special thanks to Martin Burgos, Kirsten Bahlke, Robert Williams for the presentation at the general meeting – many compliments were received and we had a good turnout.

· First bring your own lunch was held. Ms Sierra gave an introduction and Mrs Guffy introduced parenting with love and logic series. This will be held on the last Wed of each month except holiday months.2 evening events will be included to accommodate working parents. Next one in October will have special guest Mrs Vest. This is a great way just to meet the people in the school that our children interact with.

Update from Ms Sierra. 
· Ms Brandy requested information on funding for the Multi-cultural week. This has not been included in the budget this year due to the cost and many members questioning the need for it. A suggestion was to have many parents with multi-cultural backgrounds to volunteer. However this opportunity to volunteer was extended last year but not many people participated. Ms Sierra also advised that we have to be very careful. The program needs to be well directed and politically correct. Also the need for the program is linked to the school traits etc.

· Technology night will be held for for 4th and 5th grade families. To help them get through year and through middle school.

· Bee farmer coming – 3rd, 4th, 5th grade. Brand new hive in glass for their bee study.

· Upcoming pumpkin guestimation contest – to win a prize and the pumpkin.

Budget

· Current balance is $26779.

· Budget is now organized by committee  with no break downs within the committees (the committee leader will be responsible for how their budget is spent).

· The exception is the Administration category which is broken into sub categories.

· Field trip checks going out this week.

· Gifting – Leslie wants to do special meeting for that. 8 members needed. Not done last May.

· School supplies – took a loss from unsold supplies. These were donated.
PTO General meeting suggested agenda

1. Cookie drive, tshirt drive

2. Wed- school t-shirt day

3. Carinos

Motion to close the meeting, and seconded: Brandy, Judy

