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Pack 27 2010 Spring Campout

Friday, April 30, 2010  5:00 PM - Sunday, May 2, 2010  11:00 AM.

Additional information:  Pack 27 is having an overnight camp out at Spring Creek Park (15012 Brown Rd, Tomball Tx 77375). We can begin meeting at the park at 5:00 PM on Friday night. We will conclude at 11:00 AM on Sunday morning.

What To Pack

A full Cub Scout uniform (Class A) is required for the overnighter. Sturdy shoes that are suitable for hiking will be useful. The following is a list of equipment that would be useful on the campout.
Camping Equipment 

❑ Tent or tarp, poles, and stakes 
❑ Waterproof ground cloth or plastic sheet 
❑ Sleeping bag, pillow, air mattress or pad 
❑ Axe or shovel

❑ Hatchet

❑ Broom

❑ Lantern

Clothing
❑ Cub Scout uniform 
❑ Poncho or raincoat 
❑ Warm jacket or coat 
❑ Pajamas or sweatshirt, sweatpants 
❑ Durable shoes, shoe laces 
❑ Hat or cap 
❑ Gloves 
❑ Extra socks, shoes, other extra clothing
Family Gear 

❑ Lawn chairs 
❑ Cooler or ice chest 
❑ Water Jug 
❑ Paper Towels

Toilet Kit 

❑ Toothpaste, toothbrush, comb 
❑ Washcloth, towel 
❑ Soap in container 
❑ Toilet paper 
❑ Extra plastic bag or container
First Aid 

❑ First aid kit 
❑ Water bottle 
❑ Flashlight, bulb, batteries 
❑ Sunscreen 
❑ Insect repellent 
❑ Whistle 
❑ Safety pins
Extras 

❑ Camera 
❑ Binoculars 
❑ Sunglasses 
❑ Notebook and pencil 
❑ Scout books
❑ Pocket Knife (Adults only)

For those of you who have never been camping, we found this information somewhat funny and helpful!

My Own Idiot’s Guide to Camping 
Tony Shipley
I relearned a lot of harsh lessons when I got back into Scouting.  I used to be a Boy Scout ages ago but I probably forgot more than I knew.  This is my short quick and ugly letter to our parents on what they need, why, and how to use it if they've never been camping.  Now mind you, this list isn't for the "Marathon Everything Fits on My Back and I'm Ready to Go Wrestle Grizzlies" kind of camping.  It’s for parents and their kids for a week or less in somewhere somewhat domesticated. 

1.  Tent: 
DONT's - Don't get the megabuck humongous tent with...ahem... aluminum poles.  First off you need an associate’s degree in engineering to put one up. Second it takes you around 30 minutes to set it up IF you can figure out how to do so.  This is however an excellent tent for you if you: 

· Like to get mad &
· Know lots of colorful expletives

DO's - I recommend an 8x8 Dome Tent.  God bless those people that came up with nylon shock cords and graphite rods.  In looking for a dome tent I'd suggest a 2 pole tent, square.  A 3 pole hexagon tent isn't better, just a bigger hassle to put up.  For example I donated my boys’ tent to someone in the pack that didn't have one, and got our kids a new one.  It’s an Ozark Trail tent, 8x8.  Huge vents, big door, huge rain fly.  Takes 60 seconds to set up if you have your act together. 

Tips: 
1) Set up the tent in your yard so you know how it goes up.  And also so you can waterproof the rain fly.  Ripstop nylon won't leak except under 2 conditions in a rainstorm. 

2) The nylon walls will act as a wick and suck water through them onto ANYTHING touching the walls inside.  Don't touch the walls inside your tent during the rain. 

3) The seams on the rain fly have itty bitty holes made by the needle that poked the thread through to sew them.  Your tent may come with a tube of sealant; use it to seal the seams.  If not you can get it at Wal-Mart, etc... 

4) if your tent got wet make sure you let it dry before you roll it up.  If for some reason you can't then set it up as soon as you get home.  Mildew is a pain to clean up after. 

i) Don't put your tent in the following places. 
(1) a slope.  I've figured out through careful scientific study that the coefficient of friction between a nylon sleeping bag, and the floor or ground sheet insufficient to keep you from sliding downhill.  Without a semi level base you'll soon find yourself scrunched up against a tent wall, your kids, your wife, or if your door is open....outside somewhere. 
(2) in a hollow....if it rains the hollow will fill up.  I have yet to find a tent that floats. 

2. Sleeping Bag and cushion: 
That's really up to you and it really depends if you are camping here in Texas or in Glacier National Park.  Get something warm, reliable, and comfy.  You only need to seriously consider weight and type in a sleeping bag when going on a hiking trip.  Now as for cushioning, if it’s just me with the kids I take her bag along and use it as my cushion.  It’s also handy if it gets REAL cold. I have a spare.  I'm trying out a swimming pool inflatable this weekend though.  Your local stores have lots of cushions, cots, etc. to choose from.  It basically boils down to how comfy you need to be and how much stuff you want to tote around. 
3. I take 3 coolers with me: 

a) Cold drinks & cold food. 
b) Dry goods...bread, etc. - you get the picture. 
c) Luxury items that may become a necessity quicker than you can say "Oh Crap!"  These are the following 
i) Shovel.  For putting out and covering up a campfire.  Leave no trace/minimal impact to your site.  A mound of dirt is gentler on the eyes than a pile of carbonized tree parts. Also you might not have a toilet and   bidet handy so a hole in the ground works just peachy.  Cat holes should be dug 100 ft or so from any water, people, etc. - and covered up. 

ii) Flashlight - for finding your way in the dark to go dig that cat hole or just to find the latrine.  It gets dark in them woods, and as my wife pointed out.  Can pinpoint those spiders in the latrine you don't want to sit on. 

iii) Lantern -w- extra mantles and propane.  Or, if you don't mind the cost of batteries an electric lamp may be in order with extra batteries. 

iv) Rope - Lots of uses.  I'm sure you'll think of one and be glad you brought some. 

v) A hefty bag.  Take your trash out please. 

vi) Hatchet - self explanatory 

vii) Lawn Chair - Some logs have ants, lawn chairs don't unless you plant your chair on top of an ant bed. 

viii) Raincoat/Poncho.  In the woods, an umbrella is useless unless you enjoy having it torn apart in a thicket or have an overpowering desire to be a lightning rod. 

ix) Toilet Paper...Duh.  Don't be smart and try using leaves.  You've heard of poison ivy perhaps? 

x) !!!!!! Bug Spray - Those little bloodsucking vampire bugs are a major pain.  A little Deep Woods Off helps even if it does make you and your tent mate smell like something fresh from a duping factory. 

xi) !!!!!! First Aid Kit - Self explanatory.  You hopefully won't be expected to perform brain surgery but you can deal with the basics. 

xii) Can Opener - you ever tried to get one of those tin cans open with your teeth? 

xiii) Percolator Coffee Pot - in case you are addicted to caffeine. 

xiv) My Personal Favorite:  A book for late at night. 

xv) Cameras - No you can't take that bear home with you but you can take a snapshot if you aren't already running from the bear. 

xvi) One other thing.  Get a Boy Scout Handbook.  Has handy stuff in it that is not in your Cub Scout's book.  Plus it has neat activities to do.  
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