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A Memo from the President

We hope you enjoy this issue of InterDoptee. Our featured adoptee is Jim Loushin, a Korean Adoptee living in Minneapolis.  Jim has been designing, writing and publishing his own comic strips on the web.  If you would like to write to Jim or visit his web site, check out www.stuckinpark.com.


Our annual scholarship winners were also announced recently.  If you haven’t had a chance to meet our recipients or read their essays, we have provided a link from this newsletter.  Our goal for starting a scholarship fund was to encourage leadership within the adoptee community.  Both of these individuals understand their personal abilities to make contributions that will assist other adoptees in making a positive impact on the community at large.  If you would like to nominate someone for next year’s scholarship, please write us and we will send more information.


We would love if you could take a moment to support our fundraiser.  Donate $5 to InterDoptee and receive an exclusive shopping pass from Macy’s to shop all day Sept. 16, 2006.   Help us raise money for a good cause and also win chances for a $500 shopping spree or a $50 gift card of your choice from InterDoptee.  Did we forget to mention that it is for a good cause?  


Finally, there are updates that will affect the Korean adoption community that we would like to share with everyone.  We have written a statement of support for waiting children to find permanent placement through international adoptions.  Our position is to improve the well being of children worldwide. 

Have a great fall and we look forward to sharing more news and events with you soon.  Take care and don’t forget to send us your pictures and stories.  – Max Stockbridge 

Scholarship Recipients Announced
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InterDoptee would like to congratulate Joo Young Choi (legally named Lily Sparks) and Joshua Solomon for earning scholarships for the 2006-2007 academic year.   To read their essays, please visit http://www.orgsites.com/tx/interdoptee/_pgg5.php3.


We are very proud to name them this year’s scholarship recipients.  Both have compelling essays and a strong desire to make a difference for future generations of adoptees.


Joshua will be attending California State University-Northridge and will be majoring in business with a minor in art.  He would like to use his talents in computer graphics, illustration and communications to help promote the adoptee community after he graduates.


Joo Young will be attending the Massachusetts College of Art.  Her major is fine art, but she will also earn a teaching certificate that she will use to help others express themselves through art.  You can see a sample of her portfolio on our web page.  We hope these two have a wonderful year in school and wish them all the best in their endeavors.  

Shop For A Cause Fundraiser

      As you may have already realized, Christmas is just around the corner.   If you’re like me shopping for a birthday, wedding, baby shower or anniversary is always on my list of to dos.  To cure this problem and also help out the scholarship fund, InterDoptee is teaming up with Macy’s to “Shop for a Cause.”  
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Purchase your exclusive Macy’s/Foley’s shopping pass for only $5 through InterDoptee. Shop and save all day on Saturday, September 16th from 9 am – 10 pm.  You’ll receive coupons for $10 off any $20 item, 

10% - 20% on most purchases, plus a chance to win a $500 shopping spree.  InterDoptee supporters will also be entered to win a $50 gift card to any store of their choice.  If you are in Houston, we will be manning three entrances of the Memorial City Mall on Saturday 9th and 16th and can purchase them directly from us.  

You may also purchase your ticket today by contacting interdoptee@yahoo.com and we’ll mail you a pass.  Log on to Just Give at: http://www.justgive.org/giving/donate.jsp?charityId=21032&=_blank or mail your check to 977 Bunker Hill Rd., #118, Houston, TX  77024 to make your donation.  We appreciate your support and look forward to hearing from you.
Spotlight on Jim Loushin
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InterDoptee would like you to get to know Jim Loushin.  Jim is an adult Korean adoptee living in St. Paul, MN.  He is an attorney, avid comic strip writer, and illustrator.  His passion for the art dates back to his childhood and he has since perfected the art thanks to a creative imagination and long hours pursuing his passion.  To get to know Jim, we have included his short answers in his own words.  Please stop by his web site to read more comics or to subscribe to his e-mails.  www.stuckinpark.com
 Where did you grow up?  I grew up in the small mining town (pop. 1,200) of Babbitt in northeastern Minnesota.

Where did you attend school?  I received my undergraduate degree in Political Science from Concordia College, Moorhead and my law degree from the University of Minnesota Law School.
Where are you living now and where have you lived so far?  I currently live in St. Paul, MN with my wife and cat.  I was born in Seoul, South Korea, adopted when I was 3 and grew up in Babbitt, Minnesota, attended college in Moorhead, Minnesota, and attended law school in Minneapolis, MN.
Are you married?  If so, for how many years?  Yep, six years.
Do you have any children?  If so, what are their names and ages?  None. 
We would enjoy hearing about your professional work.
What type of work do you do?  Who are you working with now and how long have you been in the profession?  I’m a lawyer by day.  I’m currently Senior Counsel at Wells Fargo & Company, and prior to that, I was a commercial bankruptcy associate at Faegre & Benson LLP for 5.5 years.
Why did you choose this career path?  What else could I do with a Political Science degree?
What is satisfying about the work you do?  It’s intellectually challenging and I really enjoy problem solving and helping clients make sound business decisions. 
What professional organizations and/or affiliations are you currently a part of? And how long have you been active?  I’m a member of the Hennepin County Bar Association and have been a member for 5.5 years.  
We would especially like to know more about your interests and hobbies.
Where would people most likely find you if you’re not at work?  I would most likely be at home staring at my computer trying to come up with my next comic strip (or staring blankly at the TV while channel surfing).
What is your favorite thing to splurge on?  Music, snowboard and wakeboard stuff, t-shirts, and shoes.
Do you have any favorite restaurants/foods that you would recommend to others?  I love Hoban in Eagan, MN and Mirror of Korea in St. Paul, MN, which are both Korean restaurants.  But, for the best pizza, you have to go to Punch in St. Paul, MN (next to Roma pizza, it is the best).
If you could go anywhere in MN for a day, where would it be and what would you do there?  If you could go anywhere in the world, where would it be and what would you do there?  In Minnesota, I’d want to be on the lake boating and wakeboarding on a clear and sunny day.  I want to visit Korea someday.  Other than that, I love to travel, so pretty much anywhere so I can experience as many different cultures as possible before I die.  But I would love to go back to Rome, Italy.  
How did you overcome challenges and what did you learn from them?  As other adoptees will understand, there have been so many challenges, of which I’m sure many of us share.  Through all of them, I’ve finally learned the importance of being comfortable in my own skin.
Who is someone you learned from and what did they teach you?  My siblings helped shape my personality for better or worse.  With four sisters and one brother, I quickly learned to be loud and annoying (not too obnoxious), but most of all, to eat really, really fast.  Also, even though I thought my parents were quite strict while growing up, I will always appreciate the values of discipline and independence they instilled in me.  
Tell us more about Stuck in Park and DisAssociates.
When did Stuck in Park and DA begin?  I started Stuck In Park about four years ago.  It was a process of trial and error that finally culminated in self-publishing it on the web a little over a year ago.  the disAssociates was created in 15 minutes and I’ve been self-publishing it on the web for a little over a year as well.
How did this idea come about?  I’ve always loved comic strips.  To me, comic strips are not only an art form, but also are an opportunity to provide a humorous narrative on the world around us.  For Stuck In Park, I drew inspiration from my birth name Park and the duality of being an Asian and an American, which has heavily influenced my comic strip so far.  For the disAssociates, I drew heavily on my and others experiences in large law firms and office life in general.  I’ve tried to find humor in the daily struggles and stress that many young associates and office workers face each and every day.  I hope it resonates and doesn’t come off as too cynical.
How often are you publishing each strip?  I create a new comic strip for the Korean Quarterly for each new issue, and make an attempt to update the Stuck In Park website as much as possible (which lately has been every month).  I publish new strips on the disAssociates website every Monday, Wednesday and Friday.
What should people be looking for next?  I’ll have a new Stuck In Park strip in the fall issue of the Korean Quarterly.  I’m also currently working on a graphic autobiographical/fiction storybook about my adoption.  It’s still in the initial stages, but I hope to finish it within a year.
If someone wanted to learn more about you and your work, how would you like them to reach you?  Stuck In Park fans can sign up to be members on my website.  Otherwise, I have a myspace page (jimloushin) where I can exchange messages with anyone willing to put up with my sometimes senseless ramblings.  
Finally, if you have a great recipe, tip or trick you would like to leave us with, we would like to know about it!  Imagination, we all have it, so use it.  Rekindle your relationship with your long forgotten imaginary friend.  It’s okay to admit it, I know you had one.
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International Adoptions in Korea and Other News 

As some of you already know, Korea is discussing halting international adoptions.  Many adoption agencies are aware of this new development and are vigilantly watching how this plays out, especially in regards to the children currently waiting to be placed into permanent homes.  InterDoptee considers this new legislation a definite concern to the safety and well being of waiting children.  Orphanages have limited funds and donations for children needing medical care and opportunities for consistent, quality education are also limited in nature.  Some cite adult adoptees who have come back to Korea to live as a reason why Korea is considering closing international adoptions.  Others point to the low birth rate that Korea is currently experiencing.     

Any reason can be given as to why this is happening, but to waiting children, there is no easy answer.  Children who are never adopted are now adults, never knowing the gift of unconditional love, hope for a better life or a family that will always claim him or her as their own.  

As a fellow adoptee, my initial feeling is to acknowledge Korea for making strides to become less dependent on international support for a domestic issue that has remained steady since the Korean War.  However, I also know that the ramifications of not instituting proper safety nets to ensure a seamless transition can be very dangerous to an already complex and reactive system.  

To support the proper adjustment and strong identity formation of international adoptees, I encourage others to become (more) involved in the adoption community.   As adults, we can do a lot to help future generations form positive attitudes and self awareness.  Intercountry adoptees have identities all to themselves that can benefit others who experience the same background.  Mentoring, counseling and participating in adoptee related events will not only show solidarity in the sub-culture, but a uniting of ideals and backgrounds.  

I have learned to be resilient while facing and overcoming many social issues that involve race, the definition of family and social constructs.  I am not alone.  Most adoptees will go through a process of self-discovery and will find that their identity of being adopted creates a special bond to other adoptees who understand what it truly means to be adopted.  By definition, adoptee does not have to be a negative experience.  The more adoptees who get involved in the community, the stronger and more influential we can become.  

Although, every person is entitled to their opinion, closing the doors to families wanting to adopt is not necessarily the answer.  We issued a statement urging the Korean government to hear every perspective before deciding to eliminate international adoption.  




Please plan to join us September 21-24th in Chicago for the 2006 National Convention.  Keynote speakers include former U.S. Olympic diver Dr. Sammy Lee, New Jersey Mayor, Jun Choi, and Korean Ambassador Tae Sik Lee.  Presenters for the Korean adoptee panels include Becky Belcore, educational director of the KRCC in Chicago and Mark Hagland, a freelance journalist.  Also scheduled to present is Chris Winston, founder and president of KAAN.  We will provide comments and updates from this event in the next newsletter.  InterDoptee will be making efforts to raise awareness and make a national presence.  If you are in the Chicago area, we’d enjoy seeing you or getting together.  

Contact us 
InterDoptee is located in Houston.  If you would like to mail us a letter, please write to:

977 Bunker Hill Road, #118

Houston, TX  77024

You may also e-mail us at interdoptee@yahoo.com.  Or go to our web site at www.orgsites.com/tx/interdoptee to find out more information. 
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