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Let’s Recap the KAC in Chicago


Max and Missy Stockbridge attended the Korean American Coalition Annual Convention that took place in Chicago this year from September 21-24.  It was the first time the Chicago chapter hosted a convention for its 14 national chapters and 11 chapters currently in progress.  The goal of the convention was to explore the diversity of Korean Americans how they have become dynamic and integral contributors to American life and society.  


Among the prominent members in attendance was Dr. Sammy Lee, the two-time Olympic gold medal diver and retired medical doctor.  Keynote speaker, Mayor Jun H. Choi of Edison Township, New Jersey was also well-received for his leadership and knowledge of fiscal responsibility, economic development and public policy.  Other notable speakers were K.W. Lee, a Korean American Journalist, Sam Yoon, a Boston City Council Member, and Ambassador Tae Sik Lee of the Korean Embassy of the United States of America.


InterDoptee also had the privilege of meeting members from the adoption community.  In attendance were Kathy Beck from KAAN, the Korean-American Adoptive Family Network, Mark Hagland, a Korean adoptee and freelance journalist, and Becky Belcore, a Registered nurse and advocate on many adoption boards and organizer of HALT (Helping Adoptees Lead Together).      


It was an important weekend for sharing in panel sessions, discussing ways to support the Korean American community and networking within its diverse membership. The KAC is taking a proactive role in encouraging equality and civic participation of Korean Americans through advocacy, community service, leadership development and cultural education.  We thank Jane Lee-Kwon, KAC Chicago President and Convention Coordinator, for organizing the event and making it a memorable time. 

President’s Memo
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As we near the end of our first year, things are going very well for InterDoptee.  We had more success than we could have envisioned.  Our initial goals were simply to increase awareness of our organization.  We not only increased awareness, but we also were blessed with generous donations from supporters, quality scholarship applicants, and great volunteers.


One of the year’s highlights was to get our website up and running without having to hire a webmaster.  Our vice president, and co-founder, Missy Stockbridge deserves all the credit for learning to type in html code.  The website garnered a lot of attention, and helped us to get scholarship applicants from as far away as California and New Jersey.  


We were really excited about some of the applicants that applied for our scholarship.  When we opened up the application for this past year’s scholarship, we would have been excited with one applicant, but we not only far exceeded that number, but we also exceeded our expectations for the quality of applicants.  We had a variety of students​​--some who were starting college while others were obtaining graduate degrees.  We had students who were applying to technical school and students who were applying to elite graduate programs, such as Stanford.  It was quite an inaugural year. 


Our volunteers also deserve a lot of credit.  We are so happy that we have such a great board that works so well together.  When we put together our inaugural board, we thought of people who shared the common goal to help the adoptee community, but it was also important that we would respect each other’s opinions and ideas, as well as enjoy each other’s company.  The teamwork was no more evident than during our first fundraiser.  We participated in Macy’s Shop for a Cause.  The fundraiser started early in the morning, but it did not seem as bad because we were able to keep the mood light, while we raised money for InterDoptee.  


Overall, our budget exceeded our expectations during our first year.  We would have been excited to give one scholarship, but we did not have to settle for just one.  Not only did we get so many strong applicants, but also we had enough money to give away two scholarships.  Perhaps our most heated debate, as a board, was how many scholarships to give, which is definitely an argument that we were pleased to have.


Thank you everyone for helping to make this year such a wonderful success!  Let’s try to keep the momentum going for 2007.

Save Your Empty Ink Cartridges 
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We would like to tell you about a new fundraiser that began a in the middle of October.  We have been recycling empty ink cartridges to raise money for the scholarship fund.  Any name-brand ink cartridge that has a print head is eligible for a paid donation.  Empties4Cash sends a check directly to InterDoptee for every cartridge mailed in.  To date, we have raised $20 by virtually turning our trash into cash.


We have plastic baggies that are self-addressed and postage paid.  Anyone wanting to participate can e-mail us your address and we will send you some to distribute to your friends and family.  If you’ve already mailed some ink cartridges and need more baggies, more will be on the way.  We are waiting for a fresh shipment to arrive.  If you haven’t already e-mailed us, let us know how many more you’d like and we’ll send you some as soon as they arrive.


Also, please remind your college students, office workers and home office users to give them their empties to recycle!  This program will supplement the major fundraisers we coordinate throughout the year.  For more information, please visit: www.empties4cash.com to see which ink cartridges qualify and how much each one is worth.

Spotlight On G.O.A.’L and Nicole Shepherd


This is a special spotlight feature on two very important resources, Nicole Sheppard and G.O.A.’L. (Global Overseas Adoptees’ Link).  Written by Nicole, the vice-secretary general of G.O.A.’L, she would like to share with you the invaluable opportunities and resources available to Korean adoptees and their families living in Korea.  G.O.A.’L has been the strongest supporter and resource for adoptees returning to their homeland.  They have opened doors for Korean adoptees to work, study and locate birth family in Korea.  Their extensive network and collaboration with many organizations makes this a resource everyone should be familiar with.  If you would like to contact Nicole or the G.O.A.’L office, please use any of the information provided below. They welcome your comments, participation or donations.  
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Global Overseas Adoptees’ Link (G.O.A.’L): 

Connecting the International Korean Adoptee Community with Korea

By Nicole Sheppard

G.O.A.’L Contact Information

Homepage: http://www.goal.or.kr  · Phone: 82-2-325-6585  ·  Fax: 82-2-325-6570    

Email: office@goal.or.kr
Yahoo!Groups: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/goal-info/  · http://groups.yahoo.com/group/goal-discussion/ 


About Us

Founded on March 5, 1998, Global Overseas Adoptees’ Link (G.O.A.’L) is a registered non-profit and NGO based in Seoul, Korea, established through a collaborative effort by adult overseas adopted Koreans (OAKs) from Europe and the US.  Built on the belief that every OAK has the right to know her/his origins, G.O.A.’L serves as a vital linking organization and home base for OAKs in our native Korea.  Furthermore, G.O.A.’L is the sole advocacy organization for adult OAKs in Korea, representing the diverse voices of this vast community in dialogue and active engagement with Korean society.  

Though G.O.A.’L first began as a volunteer network of OAKs and native Korean friends & volunteers dedicated to assisting other OAKs in accessing Korean society by bridging barriers of language and culture, it has since grown into a reputable professional  organization providing a wide range of post-adoption services, programs and events for the OAK community.  G.O.A.’L currently runs its own office supported by a combination of full and part-time staff, committed volunteers, an active membership base, concerned sponsors and a Board of Directors.  

Since the beginning, the leadership at G.O.A.’L has worked tirelessly to educate, create a voice for, and increase recognition and the inclusion of adult OAKs in our homeland, e.g. petitioning the Korean government to create a special visa (F-4, issued in 1999) so that OAKs could live, work & study in Korea for extended periods; coordinating public hearings in collaboration with the Korean National Assembly on issues related to adoption and policies directly affecting adult OAKs; as well as organizing the annual G.O.A.’L conference that brings the global and domestic Korean adoptee/adoption community together every year to examine issues and promote dialogue regarding adoption.

G.O.A.’L has a unique position as an adoptee organization based in Korea; and serves as the representative voice of adult OAKs linking them with birth families, the Korean government, adoption agencies, institutions of higher education, partner organizations, and the overall Korean society.  G.O.A.’L strives to empower the OAK community through these links and by utilizing the knowledge gained by our members who have lived, worked, studied and conducted their own family searches in Korea to continually improve and update our services and programs to fit the changing needs of our growing community.

Finally, G.O.A.’L is the main source for professional and academic networking, as well as socializing among OAKs visiting or living in Korea.  During the past few years G.O.A.’L has provided internship opportunities for OAKs and non-adopted Koreans engaged in academic study related to adoption/adoptees to strengthen and develop our community.  Moreover, we’ve provided invaluable assistance to numerous OAKs conducting research in various academic disciplines by connecting them with our network of members and friends.  Last, but not least, G.O.A.’L organizes many holiday & cultural events and informal social gatherings to unite the community throughout the year. 


Post-adoption Services, Programs & Support 
Since G.O.A.’Ls inception we have recognized the need for expanded post-adoption services for OAKs.  While Birth Family Search Assistance (including registration on the G.O.A.’L website – www.goal.or.kr) is free to all OAKs, we ask that OAKs show their support of G.O.A.’L by signing up as member and paying the annual membership due of 30,000KRW per year (about US$30).  Membership benefits include a membership card, discounts on events, access to all of our services/programs, and our newsletter.  All membership dues go towards covering operational costs of the organization.  The following is a list of current available post-adoption services and programs.    

· Birth Family Search Assistance (including consultation, contacting adoption agencies, media referrals, etc.) 

· Annual conference addressing adoption-related issues 

· Translation/Interpretation - e.g. of letters between OAKs and their birth families and in-person visits

· 1-on-1 Korean language tutoring

· Scholarships for Korean language study 

· Referrals to partner organizations within and outside of Korea
· Public education events & engagements

· Assistance to OAKs in accessing basic services in Korea e.g. opening a bank account, setting-up phone service, obtaining the F4 visa, finding housing, etc.  

· Advice on visiting and living in Korea 

· Newsletter – The OAK
· Annual events - i.e. Membership Training (MT), Chuseok event, Christmas Party

· Mentor Program - to train and foster leadership among OAKs
· Internship opportunities

· Social network and peer-support

Upcoming Events
Every Tuesday – The G.O.A.’L Bowling Club meets at 9:30pm at the Taewha Bowling Alley in Hongdae.  You don’t have to be an experienced bowler to join, just show up for lots of fun and to meet new friends.  Each individual is responsible for the cost of shoe rental and four games at about 10,000KRW (US$10) for the evening.  

November 25, 2006 - Together with KoRoot, G.O.A.’L will host a Late Autumn Dinner Party for OAKs residing in Korea.  For more information & directions visit the G.O.A.’L website at: www.goal.or.kr or KoRoot at: www.koroot.org.

December 16, 2006 - G.O.A.’L will host its annual Christmas Party and fundraiser at OB Park in Sinchon.  200 members, friends, volunteers, sponsors and their families are expected to join in for a night of holiday spirit, delectable treats and drinks, a visit from Santa himself, games, entertainment, a raffle prize drawing and more.  This event is open to all OAKs and their friends, so please attend if you’re in Seoul during the holidays.  For more information, visit the G.O.A.’L website.  

Late 2006 (funding provided from the Korean Ministry of Health and Welfare)
- G.O.A.’L will publish a directory of adoptees searching for birth families to be distributed at public offices, e.g. police station, government offices, city halls, etc., in Korea to further our search efforts on behalf of adoptees.  
- G.O.A.’L will launch a new website with a multi-lingual platform, enhanced features for birth family search applicants, easier accessibility to important information for adoptees as well as useful web links for our community.

July 31 – August 5, 2007 – In lieu of our annual summer conference, G.O.A.’L proudly serves as the Korea Chair and co-organizer of the 2007 IKAA Gathering.  More information about this exciting event can be found on the IKAA website at: www.ikaa.org including schedule, registration & fees, travel facts & tips, and more.

*For more information on other events such as the annual General Meeting to be held February/March 2007, Bowling Tournament, Ski Weekend, Annual Retreat (aka MT) please check our website – www.goal.or.kr - for details.  

About the Author

Nicole Sheppard has been living in Korea for the greater part of the last four years.  Currently, she is the Vice Secretary General of G.O.A.’L and has directed the annual G.O.A.’L Conference three times since 2003.  She’s in charge of international outreach/affairs and manages the Mentor Program and interns hosted by G.O.A.’L.  She grew up in South Minneapolis very connected to the Korean adoptee community in the Twin Cities since a young age attending and later volunteering at many camps for adoptees in Minnesota, Wisconsin and Michigan.  2006 marks the 10th anniversary since her first trip to Korea on a motherland tour.  Since then she has studied the Korean language extensively – sometimes very agonizingly (;  searched for and met some of her Korean family – even though it’s been nearly nine years since first meeting them, forging and cultivating these relationships is an on-going challenging process given the cultural and language barriers, not to mention the personal differences and expectations involved; lived & worked in Los Angeles while establishing connections with the non-adopted Korean American community, especially through KAC; met, worked with or assisted adoptees from nearly every major country having an ICA program with Korea; and currently earns a living through trademark work at a Korean law firm based in Seoul.  If you’d like to contact her or find out how to become more involved with G.O.A.’L, send an email to: ia_goal@yahoo.com.  
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The InterDoptee board met recently to discuss the 2007-2008 academic year.  With the addition of a local fundraiser occurring in February, our goal is to provide the monetary amounts available for the May application by March of 2007.  This upcoming year, we will be looking to give scholarships to internationally adopted persons who demonstrate scholastic achievement and philanthropic activities.  If you or someone you know would be interested in learning more about our scholarships, please send us their e-mail address.  We will send them the application and qualifications when it is available for release.

Updates and Other News   


We are still waiting for official results from the Macy’s Shop for a Cause event held September 16th of this year.  Early estimates predict our efforts brought approximately $180 during the one-day fundraiser.  As soon as the winning stores and other participating stores have their accounts cleared, we will have the official totals for you.  However, a huge thank you goes out to Tina Tran, Cari Brownlee and Robert Bland for volunteering at the tables.  We would also like to acknowledge everyone who participated by donating $5 for the shopping passes.  You all helped us raise awareness of international adoption and helped us increase money for the scholarship fund.  


InterDoptee is still looking for board members.  If you would like to get involved with us, please send us an e-mail.  You do not have to be adopted to be a part of the organization.  We are seeking persons who have a genuine desire to improve the lives and well being of adoptees.  Please let us know if you are interested.


We are excited to announce that we have a new blog spot.  We have revamped our blog, making it easier to leave comments and to stay up to date on issues important to the international adoption community.  Please visit http://blog.360.yahoo.com/blog-4yQLa3o4dbJJsjrIFyZOcuh9Tg--?cq=1 to review new articles and editorials or click on our website and jump to our blog spot.



Also, due to freeway widening, our mailbox will be changed to a new location after December.  Please look forward to a new address coming soon.  If you would like to mail a letter to us, please use our temporary address: 12627 Vindon Drive, Houston, TX  77024.  We apologize for the inconvenience. 









On another note, Max Stockbridge has joined the IAC, International Adoptee Congress.  The IAC discusses issues and topics that are relevant and important to all international adoptees in a forum that supports and encourages unified participation and involvement.  Their goal is to find cooperation among the various organizations and groups.  If you would like more information about IAC, please see their web site at: www.iac.org 

We would also like to congratulate Max for completing law school.  Because the school does not offer a winter commencement ceremony, Max will walk in May.  In the meantime, he looks forward to some time off before starting work and studying for the bar exam.

Contact us 



InterDoptee is located in Houston.  If you would like to mail us a letter, please use this temporary address until we can establish a new mailing address: 

12627 Vindon Drive

Houston, TX  77024

You may also e-mail us at interdoptee@yahoo.com.  Or go to our web site at www.orgsites.com/tx/interdoptee to find out more information.  Thank you for your interest in our organization.  Have a wonderful holiday season!  
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