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InterDoptee Turns O-N-E!
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March is InterDoptee’s first anniversary.  Max and I wanted to recognize the board, supporters and friends who have dedicated themselves to shaping the vision of the international adoptee community.  The organization would not be possible without everyone’s efforts and participation.  

Our sincere thanks go out to everyone who is making InterDoptee what it is today.  We are devoted to improving upon our successes and to creating more opportunities to serve international adoptees in the future.  

“Well done” to all those who have made this possible.  We look forward to another year of opportunity and service.
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The InterDoptee

Heifer Show 

The InterDoptee Heifer Show has been rescheduled to get the full benefit of a favorable competition slot.  The event, still planned in Gonzales, Texas, will be a local fundraiser to raise awareness of the organization among the local community and area ranchers.  

Although a new date has not been confirmed, there will still be two days of judging heifers and awarding points to the top cattle.  The points awarded help ranchers determine the rank and value of a heifer before it goes to auction. 

Robert Bland, Director of Budget and Finance, has been involved in ranching and showing cattle on a competition circuit for most of his life.  He has been instrumental in planning and coordinating this fun event.   We could not do it without his expertise and advisement.  

Spectators are welcome to take part in the event as well.  Please contact Robert Bland if you have any questions about this fundraiser.  He will be happy to provide you with additional information.

Robert Bland:  rwb3844@yahoo.com
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The President’s Memo
Starting college can be a frightening experience.  For some, it is their first time away from home, even if their school is just down the road.  Most students have not had the challenge of making their own class schedule and the rising seniors are not used to being fish (freshman), again.  Even in the best of circumstances, freshman year can be challenging, while for countless others, it can be a nightmare.  

International adoptees face the same challenges as other students, except they have another major hurdle.  College is truly the first time that they have to answer the question, “So what’s with your last name?”  

As president of InterDoptee, we are striving to alleviate some of the difficulties that adoptees face.  Our purpose for giving scholarships is to say that although you are on your own for the first time, there is a whole community that supports you.  

As our organization looks to the future, we hope to have conferences that will give tangible advice about excelling as a college student and beyond, in addition to our scholarships.  

There have been generations of adoptees that have experienced college and can offer a lot of advice about academics and setting off on one’s own.  For many, this is a time to begin reflecting on what it means to be adopted, explore their birth country, and seek birth family. 

We look forward to providing an outlet and being a resource for the international adoptee community for years to come.  Investing in one another and reaching out to the community at large ultimately creates a stronger, more accepting environment.

College can be daunting, but it does not have to be.  It can also be an enjoyable and exciting and InterDoptee hopes to make it that way for future generations of adoptees.
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A Slice of Adoptee Life 
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Karis Thompson (2nd from the right) with (from the left) her mother, a Canadian-Korean friend, 3 of her 4 sisters and their husbands 

InterDoptee asked Karis Thompson, a Korean adoptee, to share her personal journey of linking the past with her future.  In her own words, she tells us how searching for her identity meant finding pieces of it in unexpected ways.  

I was born in Seoul, South Korea, and adopted at 3 1/2 months.  I grew up in two small communities in Minnesota until the age of ten when I moved to a suburb of St. Paul, Minnesota, with my parents and two brothers [who are not adopted].  I spent one week every summer at a Korean culture camp for Korean adoptees, and the rest of the year at home, immersed in the dominant Midwestern culture.

While in high school, I began thinking about my Korean ethnicity and my cultural and racial identities.  During my junior year of high school, I connected with a Korean church and interviewed people from that community to write an ethnography paper on Korean-American teenagers.  That initial venture into a Korean community inspired other academic projects related to and social connections with Korean and Koreans during my high school and college years.

Upon graduation from Concordia College in Moorhead, MN, I ventured to Korea as a Fulbright English Teaching Assistant.  I spent one year living with a homestay family and teaching conversational English in a girls middle school on Jeju island, south of the Korean peninsula.  After that, I spent a year working in the Fulbright office in Seoul.  These two years afforded invaluable and quite different experiences of Korea.

[image: image12.wmf]Several weeks after I arrived in Korea, I unexpectedly met my Korean birth family—my parents, four sisters and their significant others, and a brother.  I met my family during our Fulbright orientation in Chuncheon, Korea, prior to settling in on Jeju.  (I took a two-hour train ride from Chuncheon to Seoul to meet them.)


I had never anticipated I’d have the opportunity to meet my family and could never have imagined so idyllic a reunion with such a wonderful family.  During the two years I spent in Korea and the years since, we’ve become family in the most profound ways.  My adoptive family has also been able to connect and develop very positive relationships with my Korean family.

Living in Korea, interacting with a range of Koreans, and becoming more familiar with Korean history, culture, traditions, foods, lifestyles, challenges, and celebrations has intensified both my connection with Korea and my identity as an American.  I’m far more aware of my cultural assumptions and values as an American and have a much greater appreciation of cross-cultural interaction and relationships.

During my time in Korea, I had the opportunity to spend time with children in orphanages.  In a culture that links identity and worth with familial connections, children in orphanages grow up very much marginalized in Korean society.  I hope that Korean culture will shift towards encouraging the adoption of children left without families, whether domestic or international.

This spring, I will graduate from Luther Seminary in St. Paul, MN, with a master’s degree in congregational mission and leadership.  I’ve connected with a Korean adoptee ministry and hope to continue to find points of connection with other adoptees and Korean and Asian cultural events and organizations. ~
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The Writer's Bloc
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weekend at home

By john arbour

“when i think back upon it i wonder how i survived all those years, growing up here.  this weekend, i was revisited by ghosts of my past, the three companions of so many years:  seclusion, separation, singularlism.

 

saturday night, i hit up all the old local standards, the globe, branagan's, the dub (dublin house), and ended at red.  i didn't see a single asian the entire night.  i didn't see another minority, until i went to red (an upscale hip, hip-hop lounge).  in general, i was intoxicated enough to not really notice or care, but later, contemplating it all, it hit me how out of place i must've "looked", which transitioned to how i subconsciously "felt".

 

sunday.  the first sunday of lent.  i attended mass where my father sings in the choir.  in the hundreds of faithful, my awareness heightened from the night before, not a single minority.  walking down the center aisle to receive communion contemplating the body and blood of Jesus, i couldn't help but be nagged by the feeling that i was the "odd-one out".  were those stares, furtive glances, slight rises of eyebrows?  and how could i blame them, squished as i was between my italian mother, and the beefy investment banker looking guy behind me.  my flat face, slanted eyes, black hair, and darker toned skin couldn't be missed, in this crowded white collar, old money congregation.  i blushed.  embarrassed. shy. and i piously bowed my head further.

 

i went to brunch with my dad.  the broadway diner.  you can't miss the logos of les miserables, miss saigon, and phantom of the opera posters hanging just inside the window.  we were discretely sat in the back corner.  over the cup of joe, we talked about my dad’s recent trip to guatemala.  the waitress came to take our order, and i saw the ever so slight questioning look.  two eggs over easy, side of buckwheat pancakes, and a large glass of oj i say.  was that registered surprise for how fluent my english sounded?  not a single asian, let alone minority (do we count the hispanic bus boys/girls?) crossed my path.  i was singularly alone.  and for some reason, feeling like i was in the wrong place.  i didn’t belong here.  i had disturbing flashes of grammar school.

 

dare i admit that i went to see brokeback mountain that night?  how could i say no to my own mother.  i almost got out of it, but my dad was called to the hospital, what a convenient emergency.  i couldn’t let her go alone to the movies, and she couldn’t wait to see the “scenery of backcountry wyoming on the big screen…” (yes, these are the types of reasons why my mother goes to the movies; story lines, plots, actors, directors are all beside the point).  we drove to a discount indy theatre in bradley beach.  driving through the mamouth turn of the century and early 19th century mansions of monmouth beach, deal, and asbury park, i realized, all of them were painted white.  symbolically white.  the theatre had about a hundred people already seated, we missed the best part, the previews.  white.  i slid deeper into my seat.  i mean really, who goes to the movies with their mom on a sunday night, and to see gay cowboys?  also, i wasn’t white.

 

the train into the big apple this morning was crowded with the usual suits and wannabe commuting actors.  i slept.  but how glorious it was to see so many colors walking to my office.  so many faces.  i am anonymous in this city.  i’m just a patch on an infinitesimal quilt.  not a single raised eyebrow, furtive glance, questioning look; or there was that one, but she was probably just checking out my new duds…"
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Our Thanks To 

 Supporters

Karis Thompson
Friends

Bill and Karen Celander

John and Yvonne Feher

Myrtle Foster

Gary and Sue Foster

Peter and Dianna Weiss

Charles and Quita Carmouche

Alan Ainsworth and Lee Harrison
Vera Smith

Chief Advocates

Max and Missy Stockbridge
Matt and Caty Krauter
Edith Fenyo

Jack Freidman

Gary and Gina Bajgier

Iris Stockbridge
InterDoptee greatly appreciates the generous gifts provided to the organization for operating expenses and sponsoring the scholarship fund.  Without the contributions of these individuals, the mission to create a network that cares for the well being of the international adoptees would not be possible.
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Academic Scholarship Update 

InterDoptee has received some requests from adopted parents for more specific information regarding the scholarship application.  We have even had interest from a family in Canada to learn more about the scholarship requirements.

InterDoptee created the scholarship application to encourage international adoptees from all disciplines and backgrounds to apply.  We are not looking for any specific merit(s) to qualify a student for an award.  The essay portion is weighted the most for it expresses the desires that he/she has in obtaining a scholarship.

The board of directors shall judge the essays anonymously and will vote on them accordingly.  As stated in our application for federal 501(c)(3) tax exemption, a scholarship committee will be formed independently from the board if 20 or more applications are received in any one year.  If no applications are received for the year, the funds will rollover and be available for the next academic year. 

The winner(s) may also need to show proof of adoption and sign a release and waiver to accept the award.  If a cumulative grade point average falls below a 2.0, InterDoptee also reserves the right to cancel the second portion of the scholarship for the second term.

There is still time to apply by downloading a copy from our website at www.orgsites.com/tx/interdoptee
The deadline is May 31, 2006.  The winner(s) will be announced in July.
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A Spotlight on InterDoptees

Korean adoptee, Carrie Wilson, is the founder of Texas Adult Asian Adoptees Group of Dallas, Texas. 

Please see TAAAG at http://www.TAAAG.org.
Adopted from Korea when she was four months old, she was raised in Georgia and graduated from college before a job transfer brought her to Dallas in 2001.  She decided to change careers and went to graduate school to study Urban Affairs. She is now the director of grants and research for a women’s foundation.  

In the summer of 2004, she attended The Gathering, an adult adoptee conference that meets annually in designated places around the world.  Going to Korea gave her a new found inspiration to become more involved in the adoptee community.

Currently, TAAAG meets monthly to socialize and participate in outreach events for adoptive families.  Most recently, the organization coordinated and co-hosted an adoption forum with Families with Children from China, North Texas in the greater Dallas area.  

Carrie hopes to connect more adoptees with each other and to promote the benefits of a tight-knit community.  If you are interested in learning more about TAAAG or contacting Carrie, please email her at: ce_wilson@hotmail.com.

If you would like to nominate an international adoptee for this feature please e-mail Cari Brownlee at caribrownlee@yahoo.com or interdoptee@yahoo.com
Back to top
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[image: image19.wmf]InterDoptee would like to thank the Lakeland area international adoption group for having dinner with us at the China Pearl restaurant in January.  Dan and Selina Fontaine organize events and plan monthly get togethers where families can meet other families with adopted children in the central Florida area.

Max and I first met the group in 2002, while Max attended Florida Southern College.  We continue to be grateful for the friendship and support they have offered us and other families with adopted children.      
We would also like to acknowledge the Houston Korean adoption group, Open Arms.  Led by Mike & Lisa Archer, and Tom & Marcia Karns, the group has been welcoming Max since he was in middle school. 
I also had the privilege of meeting up with the group in February and got to know everyone better.  Thank you for being so welcoming and generous with your time.  We look forward to seeing everyone again.
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Do you have an
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[image: image22.emf]If you or someone you know, would like to be added to our e-mail and mailing list, please contact us.  We welcome your thoughts and opinions.  
              977 Bunker Hill Rd., #118
       Houston, TX  77024

interdoptee@yahoo.com
P.S.  Visit our WEBSITE at: www.orgsites.com/tx/interdoptee
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InterDoptee welcomes announcements, editorials and stories from adoptees and their families that can be shared with the international adoptee community.  The deadline for submission is the 1st day of every June, September, December and March.  InterDoptee reserves the right to edit or omit submissions at its discretion.
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The Writer’s Bloc





Stories, Poems or Thoughts from the International Adoptee community





The views written in this section are not necessarily those of InterDoptee.  Responsibility for the content contained in this section is exclusively that of the writer of each piece.
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