Stewart  Creek PTO

Minutes of the Executive Board PTO Meeting

October 23, 2007
Welcome!  The meeting began at 10:05 a.m.  Sign in and roster update was done.  Those members present were:  Melanie Luce, Heather Shaw, Melinda Shearer, Kim Nunn, Melissa  Denega, Kristen Knutson, Shannon Nunn and Stephanie Hood.  Stephanie shared a letter she had received anonymously from an SCE parent.  The parent was not pleased with the meetings for PTO only being during the day and thus being only available for non-working parents.  Discussion was made in regards to trying to add a night PTO meeting.  Another idea was to try a lunchtime meeting.  After lengthy discussion, it was decided to do a Boots & Boas meeting Tuesday, January 15th at 6:00 p.m.  This date and time will have to be discussed and approved through Mrs. Hylander since we will have to have someone from the staff open and close the building for us.  We may also do a night meeting for the Volunteer Fair next year.  It was also noted that the minutes for every meeting are available to everyone through the school website.  

Treasurer’s Report:  A budget printout was passed out to everyone present.  We reviewed all budgeted amounts for last year and proposed budgeted amounts for this year.  Some items were changed.  The following changes were made:  The amount proposed for Boots & Boas income will be changed to $50,000.  Under expenses, we have the following changes:  The amount for Directories will be changed to $400.00.  The amount for Dues and Subscriptions will be changed to $225.00.  The amount for Insurance will be changed to $450.00.  The amount for Membership will be changed to $300.00.  The amount for Postage and Delivery will change to $42.00.  The amount for Teacher Birthday expenses will change to $600.00.  The amount for Teacher Breakfast expenses will change to $500.00.  The amount for Teacher Luncheon will change to $800.00.  The Other Teacher Appreciation expenses will be $750.00.  The Tears and Cheers expenses will be changed to $50.00.  Other issues discussed regarding the budget were as follows:  


*  Last year we did a prepayment for yearbooks to save money.  We may not meet that deadline this year.  There is $5,438.00 in orders for yearbook thus far.  Proposed budget for yearbook is $16,000.  Kristen thinks this is a good proposal amount.  It will remain as is.

· Boots &  Boas amount was changed to $50,000.  We should make that amount without any problem.  This amount covers Mrs. Hylander’s proposed Boots & Boas request.  We need to be thinking of what we would like as a PTO to spend the additional money on.  Some ideas mentioned were a charity or something for children or a child in our school in need.

· Membership budgeted amount was increased to $300.00 to cover the cost of the popsicles.  Next year we would like to do something else other than popsicles.  Ideas mentioned were:  extra recess, eating lunch outside, something other than eating.  

· Stephanie will check with Monica to see if $350.00 is enough for directories.  We decided to change it to $400.00.

· Stamp budgeted amount was changed to $42.00 due to the price increase in stamps.

· For teacher birthdays the mugs cost was $443.00 and around $100.00 for candy, bringing the total amount budgeted to $600.00.

· Box Tops will be taken off the budget completely.  Box Tops are being handled by the library and they are buying books with the money earned.

Hospitality Update:  A special thanks to Heather for the change in decorations for our PTO room.  Heather has planned a cookie walk with a chocolate fountain and hot cocoa, etc. for the teacher’s Christmas celebration.  The proposed date is December 14th.  Parents will be asked to bring cookies.  The other teacher appreciation item on the budget was changed to $750.00 to cover the amount of this celebration.  All teacher birthdays are up to date.  Shannon suggested PTO making an approved special treat to eat for the kids on their holiday party days.  This treat would be the same for every child in the school.  Since the school is providing the snack and drink this year for the children’s parties, maybe we as PTO can help with this.  Stephanie will bring the idea to Mrs. Hylander.

Yearbook Update:  Prices have gone up for yearbooks.  We have over ten pages of ads already.  The ads are due December 12th.  The amount of orders thus far is $5,438.00.  There are 39 students still left to validate if they are able to be in the yearbook per parent approval.  Kristen has been working on contacting these parents for validation.  So far, she has six students that are definitely not to be in the yearbook per their parents.  The first part of December is when the individual pictures will be sent in for printing.  We must approve these ahead of that deadline.  The teacher individual pictures will be larger than student pictures this year.  No new student pictures will be added at a later date this year.  

Special Events Update:  Next special events scheduled are in December.  Nothing else noted at this time.

Volunteer Coordinator Update:  Melanie will be emailing volunteers for upcoming events.

Membership/ Drive Update:  The membership drive is over and we met our goal.  The popsicles will be given out to the children on Friday, November 2nd.  

Directory Update:  Monica was not able to be here today.  She did tell Stephanie that she would like to request 75 extra books for added members, etc.  Last year we had 50 extra books and they went too fast.  The book should be around $1.10 each for printing.

Boots & Boas Update:  Shannon had the new donation form to pass around.  These have already been mailed to donors.  We have received two tickets to the Houston Aeros and two tickets for the Houston Symphony.  Lone Star Convention Center and the auctioneer deposits have been paid.  Lone Star is going to be about $5.00 per person, without the food cost.  The ticket price will be $25.00 this year.  DJ Cory Bean has been scheduled.  Kick-off meeting is Thursday, November 1st.  

Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 12:05 p.m.  

The next PTO meeting will be our Boots & Boas Kick-off meeting on Thursday, November 1st at 9:30 a.m.

See you there!!!

Meeting minutes were recorded by Kim Nunn this time because Angela Cook was unable to attend.

