Troop 1812 Guide for New Scouts

Welcome to troop 1812.  Our troop is focused on promoting BSA principles, enjoying the outdoors, advancing through BSA ranks to Eagle, learning leadership and other essential life skills, and above all, having fun!

Troop 1812 is based in Murphy, Tx and is chartered by the City Of Murphy Chamber of Commerce.

You are the future of Troop 1812, and the leaders and older scouts of the troop are dedicated to helping you ease your transition from Cub to Boy Scouting and learn new skills.  This overview provides some answers to frequently asked questions, but feel free to contact any of the leaders or other scouts if you have questions.

Getting Started

Please complete the following prior to the next meeting.

 Complete and return Boy Scout application with parent’s signature.

 Review “A Parent’s Guide” in the Boy Scout Handbook with your parents.

 Discuss attending Summer Camp (June 12th thru June 20) with your parents  

Meetings

Troop 1812 meets on Sundays from 3:00 to 4:30 p.m. at the City Of Murphy Community Room in Murphy Texas.   Please refer to the troop calendar for specific meeting dates, camping dates and times. 

Meetings are normally led by the scouts. Typical meetings have the following agenda:

Event Leader Time

Opening 



Senior Patrol Leader

Announcements 


Scoutmaster(s), others 5 – 15 minutes

Demonstrations 


Senior Scouts 15 – 25 minutes

Small Group Activities 


Patrol Leaders 25 minutes

Games 




Scouts 30 minutes

Scoutmaster Minute 


Scoutmaster 5 minutes

Closing




Senior Patrol Leader

Demonstrations will be used to teach skills to the whole troop for things like how to pack a backpack, cook a meal, handle a knife and axe, etc. This is a good learning opportunity for the troop as well as the demonstration leader, since presentation skills can be used throughout his life. If you want to volunteer to demonstrate something to the troop, contact the Senior Patrol Leader. This time may also be used to prepare for an upcoming event.

Small Group Activities will be used to work on badges, advancement, or skills that require significant participation. The troop will not initially divide into formal patrols – groups will be assembled based on skill level and requirements.

Bring your Boy Scout handbook to every meeting and outdoor activity.

Alternate Meetings

Based on scout advancement, Courts of Honor will be held to present awards and celebrate with the scouts and their families (typically once a quarter).  December’s court of honor is usually a pot luck dinner where we share a meal and deserts after the award presentation.

Monthly Outdoor Activities

Troop 1812 is an active outdoor troop – we camp or hike about once a month, almost every month of the year – except July.  Our activities are planned, so that scouts of every ability will be able to participate and enjoy themselves. Activities are usually either car camping (camping near the car, such as in state parks), or backpacking (carry in equipment for overnight camping on your back for hikes of 3 or more miles). 

The scouts choose the outdoor activities at a planning meeting held twice a year in January and June. The activities have been chosen with the abilities of the new scouts in mind. 

Most of our outdoor events take place in North Texas, Oklahoma or Arkansas, with ventures into Central Texas and Colorado. For the rest of the year, we will camp and hike to work on physical and advancement skills

.

At least two (2) adults are required for the monthly outdoor activities.  Usually we need more than four to five adult drivers to drive to campouts.  Troop 1812 only allows fathers to participate in overnight campouts.  Mothers are very much needed in all other aspects of running the troop. 

Annual Events

The troop attends Summer Camp every year. Details of this year’s camp are provided in a separate memo.

Fundraising events may be planned depending on the need for troop funds or troop supplies/equipment.

Dress Code

Scouts need to obtain an official BSA uniform (no jeans allowed for our Class A uniform) as we require them at our meetings and while traveling on campouts. This consists of a shirt, pants, belt, and socks.  This web page details exactly what a Class A uniform looks like - http://www.boyscouttrail.com/boy-scouts/boy-scout-uniform.asp  . You can purchase scout uniforms at the Allen BSA store. Additionally after Courts of Honor there is often a uniform exchange for handing down "gently" used uniforms from scouts who have outgrown theirs. 
Your Boy Scout Handbook has information on where to sew patches on the uniform.

“Class A” uniforms are the full scout uniform, including shirt, belt, pants, and scout socks (optional). “Class B” uniforms are the troop t‐shirts and appropriate clothing for the particular activity. The following dress code is required for troop events.

Troop Meeting – Class A shirt and belt Travel to camping/hiking events – Class A shirt and belt (wear or bring another shirt so that the uniform shirt can be left in car to keep it clean.)

Courts of Honor – Class A

Scout Participation

Scouts are required to attend a minimum of 50% of meetings and events to remain an active troop member.  Only active troop members can advance in rank, earn merit badges, and attend special events. 

Meetings – Attendance by all scouts is required. The meeting is the way we convey important information to you. Programs are set up that require participation from the whole troop. Materials are sometimes purchased to support each scout in the program. If you cannot attend the meeting, please contact the Senior Patrol Leader or Scoutmaster as soon as possible.

Outdoor Events ‐ Attendance by all scouts is strongly encouraged. Activities will be set up for the general skill/physical levels of the attendees and are scheduled well in advance. Scouts participate in choosing the troop activities.

Troop Officers – There are many elected positions for scouts to serve in the troop that promote leadership skills. Elections are held every 6‐months. Offices include Senior and Assistant Senior Patrol Leader, Patrol and Assistant Patrol Leader, Troop Guide, Instructor, Quartermaster, Scribe, Historian, librarian, Chaplain, etc…

Parent Participation

Parent participation is essential for the success of the troop.  Parents are welcome at any meeting or event, and will be asked on occasion to help pick‐up/deliver food or supplies, provide transportation, assist in a fundraising event, etc… Parents should also encourage their sons to enthusiastically participate in the troop and alert the scoutmasters of anything that is holding the boy back from getting the most out of the scouting experience. There are many more formal opportunities for parents to participate. 

Troop 1812 considers our camping to be an all male activity. While the camping activity is all male, the scout’s Moms are encouraged to serve in other capacities. Possibilities include Committee Member, chairing one of our fund raisers or being a Merit Badge Counselor.

Committee – The adult committee meets as required to plan events and establish or review troop policies and plans (typically once every four months). The committee votes on all issues.  

Merit Badge Counselor – Adults are encouraged to lead small groups of scouts through the completion of merit badges. Contact a scoutmaster if you have a skill or interest in a particular merit badge and can attend 2‐4 meetings to work with the scouts.

Scoutmaster or Assistant Scoutmasters – Troop Scoutmaster and Assistant Scoutmasters (adult leaders) rotate duties and there are many opportunities to serve. We welcome anyone that feels motivated to join us.

Remember, it only requires “an hour a week” of your time (an old scouting joke!).

Fees
The fee for a new Scout joining Troop 1812 is $75 ($50 for WEBELOS crossing over), which is allocated as follows:

    *$25 for troop activity shirt, troop cap and troop numeral

    *$25 for equipment fee

    *$25 for registration fee which included Boy Scout registration fee, insurance, and subscription to Boy's Life Magazine (Does not apply for WEBELOS crossing over)

We collect a $30 quarterly due which includes the yearly registration, insurance, Boy's Life, and the equipment fee. 

Adults (Scouters) pay $15 yearly for registration only.  

Camping and backpacking trips usually have a small cost ($10 ‐ $20) to pay for food. Transportation is provided by adult volunteers. You are responsible for fees paid in advance on your behalf. If you cancel on an outing after the grub master for your group has bought the food, you are still obligated to pay for your share of the food. Contact the responsible people as soon as possible if you must cancel in order to avoid this situation.

Our troop has a policy of making sure every boy can participate regardless of financial ability (although certain activities may be limited.)  

Equipment

Scout Handbook: There is a new version out for 2010.
New scouts need to own a warm, lightweight sleeping bag (rated 20 deg F) for camping and backpacking trips.  These can be purchased for $50 to $150 at sporting goods or outdoor stores or through mail order. The “scout outdoor essentials” should be carried on all hiking trips. See the Boy Scout handbook for details.  A good pair of waterproof hiking boots is required for hiking or backpacking trips. Refer to the Boy Scout Handbook for more information about equipment, or talk to one of the adult leaders. 

Many of the demonstrations in meetings will cover the type and use of outdoor equipment.

Contacts

The Troop Roster gives names and contact information of everyone in the troop. It will be updated with your names soon.  Contact the adult leaders, older scouts, or troop committee members if you have any questions.

Fund Raising

Scouts are also expected to sell enough Popcorn in our annual fund raiser to earn $50 profit for the troop or to pay the $50 into the Troop's general account instead. Each scout receives a portion of the profits from our fund raising activities for his own account which is used to fund his participation in Troop activities. Participation in Troop fundraising activities is entirely voluntary, but it is an opportunity for the boys to learn how to raise their own money and be financially responsible. 

In lieu of having another fund raiser besides popcorn sales, the troop collects a $30 quarterly due.  The troop has other fund raisers (i.e. car washes) whose funds are generally divided among the scouts that participate. 

Registering With Troop 1812 – Forms Needed

Scouts and their parents need to complete the following forms in order to complete the process of joining the Troop:

   * BSA Youth Application Form, required by all Troops
   * BSA Annual Health and Medical Record  (Sections A and C only; includes a Liability and  Talent Release for BSA)

   *  Troop 1812 Behavior Agreement Signed by Both Scout and Parent

Adults have a separate registration form and also need a medical form:

   * BSA Adult Application Form (Sections A and C only; includes a Liability and  Talent Release for BSA)

   * BSA Annual Health and Medical Record  (Sections A and C only; includes a Liability and  Talent Release for BSA)

 

The following form is not required, but we encourage adults to fill out Troop Resource Survey so that we can use their talents and interests to help the boys:

     * Adult Troop Resource Survey
 

Basic Items Needed For Every Camp Out:
1. Soft Duffle or Soft Gear bag - no suit cases

2. Mess Kit (bowl, plate, cup, fork, spoon in a mesh dunking bag)

3. Backpack or day bag

4. Water bottle

5. Sleeping bag (20 degrees and up)

6. Self-inflating mat to sleep on

7. Put the scouts name or initials on all articles

FAQ

1. Are parents allowed to join the troop? Yes, at least one parent is encouraged to join the troop. Parents who participate in the troop give the Scout the best opportunity to develop and grow as a Scout. Parent’s participation gives both the parent and the scout the best chance to recognize the benefits of Scouting as well as support for rank advancement with the ultimate goal of achieving Scouting’s highest rank of Eagle Scout. Parents can enter the troop as a Committee Member (CM) with the some often going on to become an Assistant Scoutmaster (ASM) with some additional required training and having served on the committee for six months. 

2. How does a troop work? There is an SPL and an Assistant SPL (ASPL) who work with Patrols. Patrols are generally made up of 8 or so boys who elect a Patrol Leader (PL) who reports to the SPL. 

3. How does rank advancement work with the troop? It is recommended that the Scout buy a Scout Handbook soon after joining the troop. The Scout Handbook describes in great detail all aspects of Scouting, including rank advancement. For troop programs and rank advancement, scouts work with the SM & ASM’s. Once they have completed listed requirements for rank advancement, the scout goes to what’s called a Board of Review (BOR). The BOR is conducted by Committee Members (CM’s). BOR’s are to insure the basic levels of knowledge have been achieved for the rank advancement. 

4. How do merit badges work? Each scout is required to do a certain number of merit badges ( MB ) to advance in rank. See BSA Scout handbook for more details. Scout Handbooks can be purchase at ant BSA Scout store. 

5. When my son does make a rank advancement or earn a MB , will I be able to see him get the award? Yes, Troop 1812 has Court of Honor (COH) ceremonies that everyone is invited to attend so that all can share in the Scouts success. These COH’s are held quarterly with the dates listed on the calendar of the troop website. 

6. As a parent, if I want to volunteer, what should I do? The troop recommends that you first start out as a Committee Member (CM). To become a CM you need to fill out a membership form plus pay the membership fee of $25.00. Soon after becoming a CM it is recommended that you take CM training that will better prepare you to help the troop. The Committee Chairman can recommend to you what training to take and where to take it. 

7. If I want volunteer as a CM and have paid my membership fee, is there anything else required of me? Yes, all adults are required to take Youth Protection Training. This is an on-line course that can be taking in about 30 minutes by signing up at www.myscouting.com. You will need your BSA membership number to sign up on-line which will be given to you once your membership application has been processed. 

8. Do I need to buy camping gear for my son? Yes, before each campout a flyer is distributed on the location and general theme of the upcoming campout. In the flyer will be a listing of recommend items that the Scout should bring to the campout. Troop 1812 supplies tents to all the Boy Scouts on the campouts (adults must bring their own) but items such a sleeping bags, mess kit, flashlight, and proper hiking shoes are recommend before attending the campout. It is not necessary to purchase a backpack before the first couple of campouts; a duffle bag will work quite well. 

9. Who supplies the food on the campouts? The Patrol Leader (PL) will assign one or two scouts in the patrol to be responsible for buying the food for the campout. The cost of the food will then be split by all members of the Patrol. 

10. My son has special medical needs, is there someone that can administer his medicine on campouts? Yes, we have adults trained in First Aid that can administer medication on campouts as long as the troop has been given specific instructions on how it is to be administered. 

