M I N U T E S
Bellamy Plantation Civic League

January 13, 2011

The meeting was called to order at 7:05 p.m. by President Rose Chandler.

In attendance were:  Attorney R. Edward Bourdon, Rose Chandler, Doug Chandler, Emma Boston, Beverly Fifield, Steve Kelley, Lee Troxell, Betty Kemmerer, Clay Kemmerer, Fred Kearney, and Rodney Voelker.

Rose introduced the guest speaker for the evening, Attorney R. Edward Bourdon.  Mr. Bourdon came to speak to the Civic League about the potential development of The Seasons at Salem (Weitzer property – across Salem Canal).  Mr. Bourdon handed out copies of the city’s composite map which is 15 years old.  He said that the Overholt property (original owner) was rezoned to B-2 (commercial) and that a restaurant had originally been proposed to go next to the Konikoff property facing Lynnhaven Parkway.  This will not occur due to the flood plain interpretation.

The property consists of 10.18 acres and is in 3 pieces (3 parcels of land).  This will be consolidated to one parcel of land.  The condo association will own it.  By consolidating the parcel, this prohibits someone else from buying one of the parcels and having it rezoned at some future date.
North of Lynnhaven (Windcrest) and the Dragas development – the city changed flood plain rules (variance) and 4.8 acres of flood plain were filled (mitigated).

The proposed development is outside of the flood plain except for 5%.  They will request a flood plain variance with 100% mitigation.  It will go from B-2 (commercial) to P-1 (preservation land – all the land that backs up to the canal will remain open space).

P1 – owned by the Condo association.  City would have to approve any structures.  Walking paths would be okay.  

There is a 100-foot easement from the center of the canal which enables the city to do waterway maintenance.  There is another 150 feet beyond the easement before you would get to the units.  

Only 3.6 acres of the parcel would be developed as A18 – 50% lot coverage with about 3 units per acre and P1 – deed restriction on the remaining land.  The development would be 2-story, townhome-style condominiums.  There would be 32 units in 6 buildings.  Estimated selling price would be $230-$250,000.  They would have a brick lower level with a vinyl upper level.  Units would have 3 bedrooms and 1-1/2 car garage.  Each unit would have 2 parking spaces and there would be 14-15 guest parking spaces.   The same builder built Fieldstone Glenn off Dam Neck Road (82 units).  The only access would be off of Salem Road behind Mr. Barnes property (State Farm Insurance office).

The City of Virginia Planning Department will be recommending approval of the proposed plan.  There will be 100% mitigation of the flood plain for the part of the construction (.3 acres) that would encroach in to it.  This mitigation would be outside of the flood plain.  The storm water structural BMP (Best Management Practices) would have this mitigation in the form of structural “tanks” under the parking lots to hold the water on site before it goes in to the canal.  This is a vortex system.  
P1 area (green space) won’t be taxed by the city.  It would not be a burden to the condo association.

Going to the Planning Commission on February 9 (2nd Wednesday).  Going to the City Council in March.  This is when the proffers would go on record.  

The earliest that construction would start would be fall 2011.  Fencing along the entry driveway (behind Mr. Barnes property) would be vinyl clad.  
There are 735.67 feet from the front of the property line to the back property line (which is middle of the canal).  

The ends of the units will be facing the canal and will have no windows.

Toward the end of the presentation, Mr. Bourdon remembered that the green space remaining in the parcel after the development was completed would NOT be zoned P1.  It would be deed restricted.  He confused this project with another project he was working on.  This project would be zoned A12.
After Mr. Bourdon departed, BPCL members in attendance voted to not fight proposal assuming that what we had been told is true and to verify the proffers.  Rose Chandler and Bob Dyer will go to City Planning.

Meeting adjourned.
