DelegateReportsforthe2009IATC

Torch Club Convention

Report of Alan Loxterman

Alan and Ann Loxterman, Keir Sterling, Anne Sterling,  and Robert G.(Jerry)  Bass  from The Torch Club of Richmond Virginia, attended the TORCH Convention 2009 in  Fox Valley- Wisconsin.  Alan and Jerry Bass were delegates and Anne Sterling was the immediate past president.  Ann Loxterman and Keir Sterling attended the business meetings as well.

The theme: "Rich in Tradition, Embracing the Future" was featured in activities and programs throughout the convention which was headquartered in Appleton, Wisconsin at the Radisson Paper Valley Hotel.

On Thursday June 25th the convention began  with an Officers Exchange and Business Session which were held at the Radisson Paper Valley Hotel.  This was the 78th annual meeting of the International Association of Torch Clubs Inc.


President Stephen Toy welcomed all to the convention.  Barbara Kelly, President -elect of the Fox Valley Torch Club announced the excellent programs which had been planned and recognized the members of her club who had been instrumental in organizing the convention.

The 2009-08 Officers and Directors were presented.  Our own Anne D. Sterling was recognized as the Immediate Past President.

The Executive Secretary, Jimmy Strickland reported a current membership of 2,362 as of June 1, 2009.  I.A.T.C. currently has 68 active clubs in 21 states and in Canada.
Jimmy Strickland presented the May 31, 2009 financial statements.  The excess receipts over disbursements were $30,911.62.  The current assets totaled $93, 747.34.  The year will probably end with a surplus.

Anne Sterling, Chair of the Nominating Committee reported the new Director for Region 1.  Other Directors were re-elected for another two-year term.  Robert G. Bass, Director-at-Large for Conventions and  Allan R. and Joanie Powell, Directors-at-Large for Membership would be voted on  at Business Session II.

The Welcome Dinner  was held at the Hotel and was followed by a paper on "The Promise of Stem Cell Research", given by Dr. Rupa Shevde, University of Wisconsin.

On Friday, June 26th the Torch Foundation Board met.  A new Board of Trustees was elected.  The Foundation has funds of $13,000  in Scott Trade investments and $1,089 in checking.  A total of $500 will be expended for the Paxton Lecture and other expenses.  The Foundation has received a check of $43,900 from the Oldenburg Trust.  The new officers of the Torch Foundation are Walter Van Eck, President, Ann Dahl, Vice President and Dick Lynch, Secretary-Treasurer.

At the Business Session Reed Taylor, editor of THE TORCH magazine, reported that he had published three issues.

Stephen Toy called on Linda Porter, the representative of the Youngstown Ohio Convention in 2010 to extend the invitation.  The convention dates are June  24-27, 2010.
The  Chair of the Hagerstown  Convention in 2011 announced that the dates will be June 23-26, 2011.

A Paper, "Changes in the Climate and in Our Lives"was given by Dr.Lewis Gilbert, University of Wisconsin.  Then we had box lunches and a choice of tours: the Paine Art Museum, the Niagara Escarpment, and a walking tour of the nearby area.

The Dinner was held at the Hotel and we were entertained by THE NORTH STAR NORDIC DANCERS.    The Silver Awards were presented by Stephen Toy.



On Saturday, June 27th  there was a meeting with the Editor of Torch, and there was a session on membership development

The morning paper, "Beavers, Blankets, Guns and Priests: the changing cultural landscape of 17th century Wisconsin" was given by Michael  Douglass, the site Director at Villa Louis, a Wisconsin Historic Site.

In the afternoon we had an opportunity to visit Hearthstone, the first home in the world which was lit with an Edison central hydroelectric station, the Paper Discovery Center and the Weis  Earth Science Museum.

Saturday evening  the banquet was held at the hotel and the Paxton Award Paper was presented.  Charles W. Darling, a member of the Youngstown Torch Club,  was the award winner.  His paper, "The Origins of American Involvement in Vietnam." " America's miscalculation in Southeast Asia between World War II and President Kennedy's assassination was a complex web of accountability for a tragic episode in history" provoked much discussion.   

On Sunday morning June 28th,  Ellen Kort - Wisconsin's first poet laureate was the featured speaker.

The Business Session concluded the convention with the presentations of the Presidential Outstanding Club Award for each Region.  The Buffalo Club was the Outstanding Club for 2008-2009.  The Outstanding Club in our Region 8 was the Winston-Salem Club.  

The Convention passed a resolution honoring the Torch Club of Fox Valley for the excellent convention.

President Stephen Toy encouraged everyone to spread the news of Torch and to return in 2010 to the convention in Youngstown Ohio.

Respectfully submitted,
Alan Loxterman, Delegate

Report of Jerry Bass

The 2009 Annual Convention of the International Association of Torch Clubs, Inc. was held in Appleton, Wisconsin June 25-28, 2009.  The Convention had a good attendance and the Richmond Torch Club was well represented.  The members of the Richmond club attending were: Anne Sterling (Past President, IATC), Keir Sterling, Jerry Bass (Delegate), Ann Loxterman, and Alan Loxterman (Delegate).  

A number of very interesting papers were presented and social activities for the Convention included tours to the Niagra Escarpment, the Weis Earth Science Museum, the Hearthstone Paper Discovery Center, and other local sites of interest.  A performance of Scandinavian music and dance was presented by the Northstar Dance Troupe.

Stephen Toy, President, presided ably at the general business sessions and announced that Jimmy and Gail Strickland are retiring and have resigned as the management group for IATC.  He also ;announced that Torch membership for 2008-09 was 2,362, down from 2,434 in 2007-08.  The Richmond Club ranked third in membership with 76 members.  Reed Taylor was selected as Editor of The Torch , replacing Patrick Deans.  Ed Latimer of South Carolina was elected President to succeed Stephen Toy, and Jerry Bass was elected Director-At-Large (Conventions).  

The Winston-Salem Club received the President’s Recognition Award for Outstanding Club in Region Eight.  The Buffalo, New York Club was presented with the Presidential Outstanding Club Award for all of Torch.  Madge S. Carter, Gertrude M. Howland, James A. Payne, and Bill Reeves of the Richmond Club received The Silver Torch Award for outstanding contributions to the association at the local level. 

The next Conventions will be held in Youngstown, Ohio in 2010 and in Hagerstown, Maryland in 2011,

Respectfully submitted,

R. G. Bass, Delegate

