The Torch Club of Richmond

Review of 2008-09

This has been a rewarding year for me, as president of the Torch Club of Richmond. It has been a privilege to work with the other officers, the directors, committee members and all of the club members.

I will review here some of the activities, events and our accomplishments of the year. 

First, I want to express my appreciation to Bob Schmidt for his continuing guidance to me and others in the club. And to Schuyler Miller for doing much of the detailed work of the club – monthly postcard meeting notices, contacting the ladies of the cathedral who provide our meals, preparing the monthly board meeting minutes, compiling and producing the club directory, etc. etc. Also, thanks to Tom Johnston, for putting together the fine programs we had during his term as Vice President – including the arrangements for the annual June social gathering at Willow Oaks Country Club.

Sadly, we lost four members to death last year: Bob Shepherd, 

Bill Troxell, Jay Allen and Bob Barrell. On behalf of the club I sent consolation notes and received warm and appreciative responses. I also attended services for all except Bob Barrell.


The club welcomed 6 new members through the good work of Sylvia and Lynn Dickerson, co-chairs of the Membership Committee, plus the pro-active support of other members. Our new members are Heidi Frenzel, Bruce Gilchrist, Eric Johnson, Sheryl Johnson and Patrick Karn, Jr. As I write this report the club has a total of 84  members. The board encourages you to talk with any of your friends, neighbors, clients, your doctors, dentists, lawyers, accountants, stock brokers about Torch and submit their names for possible membership if they express interest. Richmond Torch is one of the largest and most active clubs in the association. It is my hope that we will have 100 members a year from now, and a waiting list!

`
Thanks to the photographic and organizing skills of Jonathan Wight, the new membership directory will include portraits of the members. The directory will also indicate the past recipients of the Paxton Award, of which Jonathan is one.


Another change was made this past year in the names badges: Our names are in larger fonts, allowing us to read them more easily – just in case we forget!


We will be fortunate to have talented and dedicated officers and directors for 2009-10: Valerie Brookeman, president; Bob Van Divender, vice president and program chair; Bob Schmidt, treasurer and Schyler Miller, secretary. Directors, Richard Brandt, Hugo Seibel, Opal Bristow and Dennis Garza. Lynn and Sylvia Dickerson will continue as membership co-chairs. Leanne Beorn is chairman of the Paxton Papers Committee and Bob Livy is a member of the committee.


The directors of the International Association have awarded the Silver Awards for outstanding service to our members Gertrude Holland, Madge Carter, Jim Payne and Bill Reeves. Congratulations! 


Jerry Bass, president for 2003-04, will serve as Director at Large for Conventions for a three-year term. Jerry did a masterful job of planning and supervising the hosting of the annual Torch convention in Richmond in 2007 and was President of Richmond Torch in 2003-04.


Our own Anne Sterling, who served as President of Torch International in 2006-08, serves on the International Board as Past President for another year to come. After that she will continue an active interest in Torch International and, of course, in her home club, Richmond.


We are truly fortunate to have so many talented and dedicated members in Richmond Torch - today and in years past. I think about this whenever I listen to a member deliver a paper, participate in a conversation at dinner or in a meeting of the board or a committee meeting. 


The speakers and their subjects continue to be inspiring and mind-building. Bill Reeves, “The Jefferson Bible: Catalyst for the Jesus Seminar”: Henry Holland, “The Burial of Latane”: Bob Van Divender, “Review of Nuclear Power”: Bob Fischer,” Is there a Wizard in the Portfolio Manager’s Black Box?”: Keir Sterling,”The Capture of Geronimo”: Carolyn Nance,” The Ultimate Decision”: James Hall, “Morals, Rules or Consequences.” And for our final program of the year Art Gunlicks delivers his paper June 2 on ”The Future of the Euro.” Where else could you have the opportunity to hear such diverse and enlightening discourses and enjoy some of the finest meals in Richmond provided by the ladies of the Cathedral of St. Constantine and Helen? We are blessed.                                                                       

 

It has been an honor and pleasure to serve as your president.

 On a personal note, I am proud to report that Jean and I became great grandparents during the Torch year – Caiden Smith in June 2008 and Micah Moran last month. And we continue our family gatherings at Sandbridge where 50 to 60 of us get together as we have for 50 some years.









Bob Kline
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