Greetings from your NCRA Advocacy and Technical Practice Director! I hope you all are enjoying your fall and are gearing up for the upcoming holiday season. The NCDB submission deadline has ended, so that should be a sigh of relief for everyone! 

The NCRA Board of Directors met in Minneapolis, MN October 26-28 for our fall meeting at the site of the 2008 annual conference, the Minneapolis Hilton. We were able to tour the meeting space and I think it is going to be a really good spot for the conference. It is located in downtown Minneapolis, with a lot of good shopping and restaurants nearby. And the famous Mall of America is only a twenty-minute train ride away!! All you shoppers bring an extra suitcase!!

I wanted to share with you the highlights from this board meeting to keep you informed:

The Board welcomed two newly appointed board members to complete the terms of members who resigned from the board for personal reasons: Walter Sanford replaced Linda Lee (Public Relations and Communications) and Louise Schuman replaced Nancy Kawesch (Education Director).

The Board of Directors discussed the useful articles that have been appearing in the Advance for Health Information Professionals magazine in the past few months. NCRA’s appointed liaisons to Advance, Linda Wilhoite, CTR (TN) and Shirley Foret, CTR (NH) have developed an editorial calendar for 2008 articles. They would welcome help to identify potential authors for these articles and other article topic ideas. The expectation is that there will be an article every other issue in 2008.

The 2008 program committee met just before the board meeting and they are planning a full program for the 34th Annual Educational Conference in Minneapolis, April 28-May 1, 2008. The theme is “Twin Goals; Education and Advocating for Cancer Registrars. Look for Conference information in early January 2008. The Board members toured the Conference Hotel and you might want to bring your swimsuits to enjoy the indoor, heated pool and sauna.

The educational opportunities for NCRA members continue to expand. Please refer to the website, www.ncra-usa.org, for a list of NCRA-approved formal education programs. 

A list of NCRA approved formal education schools for cancer registry training is given on the website. Also the “CR Education Center” is going through a “redo” with new online education and services available in early 2008. The educational opportunities for NCRA members continue to expand. Please refer to the website, www.ncra-usa.org, for a list of NCRA-approved formal education programs. 

It was suggested that NCRA website include a tutorial section to help members navigate the site.

If you would be interested in chairing or serving on an NCRA committee, please watch for the NCRA blast email that contains the “Call for Volunteers”.

Thank you!

Melanie Rogan, CTR, ATPD-Eastern Region

