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We had a good run ...

Tammy Hooker, LT District Marketing Chair

I’'ve been involved with Scouting, in some fashion, most of my life. I envied my

brother because of it (Girl Scouts wasn’t nearly as fun) and was grateful for it
IN THIS ISSUE . . :

- summer camp was a godsend, it meant one week without my (then) annoying
Editor’s Message little brother.

Barre’s new Eagle Scout When I started Smoke Signals in 2007 I wasn’t sure what to expect. I was excited

and gung-ho about offering the district a communication tool that would be
informative and entertaining. Things started out well, with units submitting
event news and individuals sending in scouting related articles. But, things
District Activities Roundup have tapered off over the past two years, to the point where only a couple of
Cub Scout Themes units are routinely contributing to the newsletter. I have attempted to make the
process of contributing to the newsletter as easy as possible, but I no longer feel
I am producing a product that is beneficial to unit leaders, parents and most
importantly, to the boys.

District Executive Message

oo A+ I W —

Over the past several months I have done a lot of thinking, as circumstances
have made my personal life busier. And after much contemplation I have
decided to step down as Marketing Chair and take a break from Scouting. In
doing so Smoke Signals and the World newspaper’s The World of Scouting bulletin
have now had their last run.

It is with regret that I step away from such a fantastic program. I still
wholeheartedly believe in Scouting, but at this time I must devote my full
attention to other things. A long time dream of mine is coming to fruition and
to see it to fulfillment I need to dedicate more time to it. In order to do so, I
must resign from some of my volunteer efforts. But know, I have enjoyed my
time in Scouting and should I have children in the future, I will definitely be
including Scouting in their lives.

If anyone wishes to assume the task of producing either Smoke Signals or the
World of Scouting bulletin, please let me know. I would be happy to assist anyone
with set up of templates and discuss the World’s submission guidelines.

. - Thank you and happy Scouting!
A product of the

Long Trail District

of the Green Mountain Council ump{’[y HOOkeZ

Scouting Trivia

Tammy Hooker

Question

When was Venturing officially
created?

Answer: 1998

WWW.SCOUTINGVERMONT.ORG
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DISTRICT SCOUTING FOR ADVENTURE, Season One

The Outdoor Channel television show NOW ON DVD!

EXECUTIVE %ffdg‘g Order online at https://magcomm.securesites.com/boyslife/dvd.html or call (972) 580-2376.

Alink to the order page can also be found on the Boy Scouts of America homepage.

Pinewood derbies, Klondike
ety Beand Gotames, | [EVENT CALENDAR
FOS presentations, Leader
Training, Pack Meetings, troop
meetings and Round Tables. Wow, MAY
what a great winter of Scouting

in the Long Trail district. Thank MAY 1-3 - District Spring Camporee
you all f-OI' YOUI".OPGH arms and Millstone Hill - East Barre, VT
welcoming me into your world of MAY 3 - Greenup VT

Scouting. As I travel through the L . .
District getting to know you all MAY 5 - District Committee Meeting/ VIT

and from talking with people in 7:00 PM - Queen of Peace Church, Danville
the Forr}munity itis .eVi(knt yoxur The District Committee meets the first Tuesday of every month.
dedication to Scouting is making a

difference. Not only in the lives of MAY'9 - Scoutmaster Indoor Training

Scouts but also in your community. See District website for more information.
With the winter behind us and MAY 12 - Round Table
summer ahead of us, can you 7:00 PM - Queen of Peace Church - Danville, VT

recall this time of year as a youth?

. 3rd Annual Leader Cookoff
I sure can. I always got excited
knowing the snow is gone and MAY 15-17 - OA Ordeal
soon we’d be hiking, camping and MAY 18 - Popcorn Money Due
fishing for trout. Recalling these
days reminds me of some great
camp outs leading up to the big JUNE
Spring Camporee. What great
memories and times these days JUNE 2 - District Committee Meeting/ VIT
were. 7:00 PM - Queen of Peace Church, Danville

Doesn’t sound very different

than what happens today
throughout the Long Trail JUNE 6-7 - Cub Scout Family Camporee

The District Committee meets the first Tuesday of every month.

District. Make sure your Scouts are Camp Sunrise - Benson, VT
getting out in the spring air. Make
sure they bring a buddy too, so
they can also experience Scouting
in the great laboratory called the LDS Church - Berlin, VT
outdoors. Start making memories JUNE 9 - Program Launch

for current and future ,Scout,s to 7:00 PM - Queen of Peace Church - Danville, VT
learn from, and to begin their .
JUNE 12-14 - OA Section Conclave

See Council website for more details.

JUNE 8 - Commissioner Meeting

memories.
Making these dreams and JUNE 15 - Cub Scout Leader Essentials and Specific Training
memories come true takes a See District website for more information.

special Scouter. Like the ones I

have gotten to know in Long Trail, JUNE 18 - Council Dinner

who has the passion and vision for Capital Plaza - Montpelier, VT
Scouts to reach their full potential. JUNE 19-21 - Webelos Weekend
I'm looking forward to meeting JUNE 19-20 - OA Vigil Weekend

more of you and seeing how

. . JUNE 23 - Vermont Mountaineers Scout Night
memories are made in the Long

Trail District. 5:30-9:30 - Montpelier, VT
All scouts in uniform, free admission. See District website for more information.
Yours in Scouting, JUNE 27-JULY 4 - Frontiers Camp
f/v_/r/é TMM&}—— Mt. Norris - Eden, VT
Erik Tanney
District Executive For the most up-to-date listing of events please visit the Green Mountain Council

website at www.scoutingvermont.org, the Long Trail District website, www.scoutingvermont.org/longtrail .
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Barre youth earns rank of

On December 29" Troop 714
of Barre held its second Eagle
ceremony in a month and the third
in less than a year. Nicholas Bullock
passed his board of review on
November 19", 2008 and attained
the rank of Eagle Scout. To earn
the Eagle Scout rank, the highest
advancement rank in Scouting,

Nick had to fulfill requirements

in the areas of leadership, service,
outdoor skills, and earn 21 out of
120 merit badges available. Of this
group, 12 badges are required,
including First Aid, Citizenship in
the Community, Citizenship in the
Nation, Citizenship in the World,
Communications, Environmental
Science, Personal Fitness, Personal
Management, Camping, and Family
Life. In addition, a Scout has a choice
between Emergency Preparedness
and Lifesaving and a choice among
Cycling, Hiking, and Swimming.
Nick also had to complete a project
that would in some way serve the
community. Nick’s project was to
build 130 small doghouse shaped
collection boxes for the Central
Vermont Humane Society (CVHS).
The donation boxes are an important
revenue stream for CVHS.

Nick is the first Scout in the Troop
since 1997 to have and take the
opportunity to earn his Eagle palms.
The palms must also be earned before
the youth turns eighteen. As long as
Nick continues to be active in the
troop until his eighteenth birthday he
will have earned three Eagle palms.

For every Eagle palm the scout is
required to earn an additional five
merit badges and three months of
active service.

His Court of Honor ceremony was
held at the Hedding Church and
attended by family, friends, and fellow
scouts. Nick has been a very active
member of the Order of the Arrow
and chose a ceremony that would
include some of their traditions.

The Order of the Arrow (OA) is the
national honor society of the Boy
Scouts.

Founded in 1915, the OA uses
American Indian traditions and
ceremonies to bestow recognition
on Scouts selected by their peers as
best exemplifying the Scout Oath
and Scout Law in their daily lives.
The OA is a program of the Boy
Scouting division; youth members
are elected only from Boy Scout
troops and Varsity Scout teams. To be
eligible for election, a Scout must be
at least First Class rank, have fulfilled
specified camping requirements, have
the approval of his Scoutmaster or
Varsity Coach and must be elected
by the youth members of the troop
or team. Inducted members are
known as Arrowmen or Brothers and
are organized into local youth-
led lodges to harbor fellowship,
promote camping, and render service
to Boy Scout councils and their
communities. Members of the OA
dress in American Indian regalia to
assist in various scouting ceremonies.
Approximately one-eighth of the total

This is Scouting training

“This is Scouting” was added to the BSA’s on-line Learning Center. “This is
Scouting” replaces New Leader Essentials as a required course for Cub Scout, Boy
Scout, and Venturing volunteers to earn the “Trained” leader emblem.

While the primary delivery method for “This is Scouting” is on-line, or DVD
where access is limited or where group presentation is desired.

All Scouters are encouraged to create a MyScouting account and access
this training through the MyScouting portal, as credit for this training will be
recorded on their Council Training Record upon completion.

MyScouting Link: htt

www.scouting.org /A;

lications/MyScoutingFull.aspx

Eagle

number of those registered in Boy
Scouting are members of the OA.
Since youth members are elected by
their local unit, and since most of the
members of their unit are generally
not members of the Order of the

Arrow, the OA is said to be the largest
membership organization whose
members are selected primarily by
non-members. The OA considers all
members under the age of 21 as a
youth member.

Nick is part of a ceremonies team
that has traveled as far as Newport
on a week night to assist a Cub Unit
with their Cross Over or Arrow of
Light Ceremonies. For the last four
years, through the OA, Nick has
participated in camp preparations
at both Mt Norris and Camp Sunrise
Scout Reservations. Nick has served
on the Mt Norris Camp staff for the
last two years.

Nick joined the recently created
Venture Crew sponsored by R&L
Archery in Barre. Venturing is another
BSA sponsored program that is
offered to youths, girls and boys, age
14-21. The Venturing Crew offers High
Adventure opportunities to older
youths. The Crew will be departing for
a High Adventure Sea Base in Florida
during February vacation. While there
the Crew will be sailing, snorkeling,
fishing and scuba diving off the
Florida Keys.
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Tigers learn about fire
safety

Deb Donaghy, Committe Chair Pack 738

Sixteen Tiger Scouts and their
families learned about fire safety,
smoke detectors, fire trucks and
other life saving equipment from
two members of the Lyndonville Fire

Department. One of the members,
Jeremy Godfrey, is the father of one
of our Bear scouts. Kids have already
had visits from the firemen during
October so we were careful not to
duplicate what they’d already heard.
We enjoyed our visit but it was hard to
get the kids to leave.

Scouts prepare for
National Jamboree
Dave Towle, Scoutmaster Troop 888

Seven Boy Scouts from Troop 888
in Danville are going to the 2010
National Jamboree. It will be held at
Fort A.P. Hill in Virginia from July
26 to Aug 4, 2010. They will spend
two days in Washington D.C., a day
in Baltimore and nine days at the
Jamboree site.

Scouts that will be going are;

Life Scouts Andy Towle, Ben Towle
and Michael Fickes, Star Scout Eli
LaVaude and First Class Scouts Zack
Stevens, Brett Elliott and Adam
Aremburg.

With only 72 Scouts going from the
Green Mountain Council, Danville
will account for about 10% of the
contingent. The cost for each Scout
will be approximately $2,000, and the
Troop is working on raising the funds
needed to assist them.

Troop 888 Scoutmaster, David
Towle, will also serve as a Scoutmaster
for the Vermont contingent.

For more information about
the National Jamboree go to
www.bsajamboree.org

Troop 707 visits Battleship
Cove
Mike Perry, Asst. Scoutmaster Troop 707

Boy Scout Troop 707 of Saint
Johnsbury recently made a trip
to Battleship Cove, in Fall River,
Massachusetts, to explore the world’s
largest collection of historic naval
ships. After touring the battleship
USS Massachusetts, destroyer Joseph P.
Kennedy, Jr, submarine Lionfish, PT
Boats 617 & 796, and the Russian
missile corvette Hiddensee, the Troop
of 14 scouts and adult leaders spent
the night of January 17" onboard
the famous USS Massachusetts. On
the trip back the troop stopped at
FUNSPOT, the world’s largest arcade
in Laconia, NH for a awesome break.

Battleship Cove’s Nautical Nights
program included a storyteller,
major motion pictures, and morse
code. The trip has enabled the
Scouts to better understand and
appreciate the sacrifices made by
veterans of all military branches in,
all wars. Battleship Cove is open all
day, 362 days each year. Free parking.
Wardroom Grille. Gift shop. Battleship
Cove also offers educational ‘Workshops,
a summer boating program, and all-
inclusive birthday, banquet, ‘Conference,
and reunion catering packages.
(800) 533-3194; fax(508) 674-559;

wwuw.battleshipcove. org.

owned by the Boy Scouts of America.
The program is open to any youth
(girls or boys) age 14 to 18 enrolled
in a Boy Scout Program. The first day
involved preparing the 41 foot sail
boats for the week’s adventure.

The Vermont group spent four days
sailing, snorkeling and fishing on the

ocean. The crew ate, slept and lived
on the boats the entire time. Midweek

the crew came back to base for

a day of small boat sailing, sea
kayaking, volleyball and a service
project. While on the sailboats the
crew had the opportunity learn a
little about sailing. They were able

to navigate the boat as well as help
raise and lower the sails. While on

the boat they saw wild dolphins every
day, sea turtles, numerous birds, coral
reefs, different kinds of small sharks,
and fish. Several Scouts actually
caught sharks that were released once
they were weighed and measured. Sea
Base was the experience of a lifetime
for all. They all had a lot of fun and
would do it again in a heartbeat.

Scouts explore the high
seas at Sea Base
Ralf Bullock, Scoutmaster Troop 795

On February 21st, 15 Scouts,
Venturers, and Leaders from Barre
and Northfield left for Florida High
Adventure Sea Base. Sea Base is
located in the Florida Keys and is

Lyndonville Cub Scouts
race to the finish line
Ralf Bullock, Scoutmaster Troop 795

Over 40 cub scouts from the local
area participated in the annual
Pinewood Derby held at the LTS
gym on Saturday, March 14". Pack
738 Cub Scout leaders, Troop 738
leaders, family, friends and area
businesses helped make the day a
huge success. We were fortunate to

Continued on Page 5...




have 8" grade parents and students
on hand to handle the food and
drinks for the event and the LTS
janitorial staff's assistance on Friday
and Saturday. Our event started at
10:00am on Saturday, but some of
arrived early to run the event for the
East Burke pack. There was a lot of
cheering, ag waving, camera ashes,
loud countdowns, and words of
encouragement as each heat was run.

This event has been around for as
long as most of us can remember. It is
one of the few events for Cub Scouts
which involves competition. We can
proudly say that almost everyone
understands that it is not the race
that is most important but the quality
time spent together as a family
getting ready for this day. One of the
most touching moments for many of
us was when a leader overheard one
of the boys say to the boy running
against him, “It's not about winning;
it's about having fun. Hey, Good
luck!”

Each boy starts out with a block
of wood, 4 brads and 4 BSA plastic
wheels. He may make changes as
long as he uses the materials in the
original kit. Each car is weighed and
weight is added until each car weighs
5 ounces. Graphite is added to the
axles and the race is on. There are
4 lanes on the track. Each car runs
4 heats, one in each lane and then
these four times are averaged to get a

nal time.

Each car is unique in its shape,
design and paint job. There were
many creative and unique derby
cars at the race that day. There was a
Duracell battery, a hotdog in a bun,

a pickup truck, a blue striped tiger,
a pirate ship and a waving American
ag, just to mention a few.

Race day is over and now the 16
cars with the fastest times will head
for the District event on April 4 ™ at
the Danville School. Here the boys
will compete with a hundred boys
from around the district.

Last year one of our scouts, Nicolas
Lasseigne, placed second there.

He’s back again with another design

and says he’s set his sights forrst,
but | know that no matter what the
outcome is, he will be a good sport
and will be thinking how he will
improve on his design for the race in
2010.

Pack 717 holds annual
yard sale
Tim Barre, Cubmaster Pack 717

Cub Scout Pack 717 held their
annual yard sale on Saturday, April
11" at the R & L Archery business
location in Barre.

The yard sale was held to allow
proceeds to help send our Scouts
to summer camp. Families were
allowed to set up separate tables for
themselves to help the fundraising
efforts of their son and a combined

Pack area was used for proceeds to
be split up for those Scouts going to
camp.

One could nd anything they
ever wanted at the sale. Some of
the items included: computer
equipment and software, furniture,
jewelry, books, video tapes,
televisions, toys, CD’s, ofce desk
accessories and equipment, a play
castle, bicycles, a hot tub/spa,
stereo equipment, clothes and other
household furnishings! We even
had a concession which was run by
Barre’s Venturing Crew. Some items
were donated by Scouts not going to
summer camp to help with the cause,
as well as other items from other local
businesses!

Scouts took it on their own to do
some of their own creative advertising
by standing along side the roadway
with signs to get people to come in to
our sale.

This years fundraising netted
$1,386 — which compared to last year

brought in 26% more in pro t!
Thank you to R & L Archery and
Leslie Sanborn, our Pack Committee
Chair who allowed this event to take

place at their business location!

Thank you too to all those who
helped with the sale and donated
items to our sale! With this much
success, we look forward to our next
one!

Barre Cubs go geocaching
Tim Barre, Cubmaster Pack 717

The Webelos, Bear and Wolf Dens
have been doing something that has
been ‘cachingon in our Pack as of
late.

“What is it???” you might ask?

It's called GEOCACHING , which is
worldwide high-tech game of hiding
and seeking treasure usually with a
GPS, and has been ever increasing in
New England since 2000.

Well, it has caught on with Cub
Scout Pack 717 in Barre. Our Webelos
rst experienced this in May 2008...
.now it’s starting to grow throughout

the Pack like wild re.

On April 16", the three dens
gathered for one of their regular Den
meetings at the Barre Congregational
Church. It was none to my surprise
when it was planned that we would do
some geocaching.

Brilliant! The snow almost all gone,
let's get the Scouts outside and do
some ‘Scouting stuff

This is a great time to get the

Scouts outside and search through
our world, mostly in nature walking

in the woods, along near streams,
hiding under leaves, hiding in trees,
etc...any place that something can be




