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Welcome to FaCAB

We are parents (¢ waiting parents) who have
informally sought out each other sinCe 1995 to
provide a parent-to-parent Support hetwork.
GOal: share mutual information, networking ¢
assistance among those interested in
international adoption from Bulgaria.

FaCAB is hot in any way connhected with any
agency. We do not facCilitate adoptions,
advertise placements, hor ColleCt anhy fees in
any way. OQur purpose is t0 maintain a support
system and information sharing resource for
families from the time they begin exploring
adoption options in Bulgaria, into the adoption
process, and throughout their jourhey as a
Family.

Please. If you want to share information,
hetworking, ahd support with other families
who have adopted from Or are in process Of
adopting from PBulgaria...or if you wanht to
connect with other families ... please send me
your contaCt information that you are willing
t0 share. We Cah help you hetwork with other
families who live near you, who have adopted
from the same area or orphahage, who have
used the same adoption agencies, and/or who
have similar issues and problems.

Gend inh your photos, Your adoption
ahhouncements, Your information about
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upcoming gatherings — and they will be
published onh the website and/or in <the
hewsletter.

AlSo of note: We have resources for families
whose children wish to search for information
about birth-parents. Also resources for
families whose children are ready to re-Visit
Bulgaria.

Letter from the Editor

It has been awhile since 1 was able to put out
an edition of the FaCAB Neuwsletter. In the
meanwhile it has been inspiring to nhote that
the inter-country adoption process in Bulgaria
has finally begun to move again. Referrals are
being made, families are travelling, and Kids are
slowly beginnhing to be united with their hew
families!

My boys are pretty much adults now. Velizar is
19 and taking Criminal JustiCe Classes at
Shoreline Community College. Anton is 17, a
Junior in high school and competing in body
building contests. We have come <through
quite a lot together!

We still apprecCiate our adoption support
hetwork and <the friends we have made
through the years.

“Terry Mandeville



"“Come Join the Celebration!”

2010 Eastern Europe, Russia & Central Asia Heritage Camp Weekend
August 20-22 at Camp Lakeview in Graham, Washington

http://www.orgsites.com/wa/frua-inc/FRUAINCHeritageCamp2010.pdf

One of our most important responsibilities that we have as parents is to nurture
our children's self-esteem in a positive direction. There is evidence that trans-
culturally adopted children have much brighter self-images if they feel a
positive connection to their birth countries. This is often difficult to tap into &
cultivate, isn't it?

International adoptive families have found that a Heritage Camp can support the
journey towards positive feelings! But, alas, it can be really challenging to find an
appropriate camp. A few of the children from our chapter of FRUA, INC have
travelled great distances to participate in international adoption-oriented camps.
These kids have made meaningful connections with other kids who have similar
logo conyright 2003 Karen K. Graham hi.s‘ror'ies, learned a great deal about the countries of their birth, & had amazing
& 2009 FRUA INC Washington state times.

After years of fantasizing about it, we are about to make those dreams come true! FRUA INC Washington State
will be holding our very first Eastern Europe, Russia & Central Asia Heritage Camp Weekend on August 20-22 at
Camp Lakeview in Graham, Washington. This beautiful camp has a cozy lodge, cabins, a lake, playground, campfire
pit, playfields, & much more. See the camp at http://www.camplakeview-wa.com

The entire family can join in on all of the fun that heritage camp has to offer. Just a few of the many exciting
activities that we plan to include:

e The children will be divided into groups throughout the weekend by age for these activities:
o Cultural craft projects
o Games from various FRUA INC regions
o Cultural music and/or dancing
o Cultural food
o Folktales
o Physical activities for our energetic kids
o There will also be a parent/child group for kids as young as 2
e Campfire with S'mores
e Parent groups
e (Good food cooked in the lodge

o Friday Night Potluck - bring an ethnic dish

o Five meals included in fees

o Includes a delicious ethnic meal from one of our FRUA INC cultures

o One meal will be a traditional camp hotdog and s'more roast over the campfire!


http://www.orgsites.com/wa/frua-inc/FRUAINCHeritageCamp2010.pdf
http://www.camplakeview-wa.com/
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Registration deadline is DECEMBER 31, 2009!

We expect spaces to fill up fast! You can reserve your spot with a non-refundable $25
deposit/person before 12/31/09. Yes, it is difficult to commit this far ahead, but many camps
we looked at are totally booked already for next summer!

Use the form attached to this newsletter, or go fto http://www.orgsites.com/wa/frua-
inc/FRUAINCHeritageCamp2010.pdf fo download and print the 2010 Heritage Camp
Registration Form

Send form with deposit by December 31, 2009 to:
Terry Mandeville

7933 NE 124th St.

Kirkland, WA 98034

Please note: You must be a FRUA INC member to register, it does not matter which chapter. It
is easy to join or renew. Go to
http://frua.org/members/mbrfrm.shtml

The theme for our weekend will be "Come Join the Celebration!" Debbie Erickson is our Camp
Director & in an attempt to keep costs low we will be running the camp with volunteers. There
are still several positions open for YOU! Just tell us what you would like to do. Arrangements
are being made with several experienced teachers of cultural dance, song, crafts, food, &
folktales from all regions of our children's heritages - including Bulgaria. We are trying to
organize a really special teenage group, with separate activities including movies, and teen
cabins.

This is the kind of event that will be highlighted on your calendar in eager anticipation. A value
both economically & emotionally; full of one-of-a-kind memories, substance & fun for the whole
family - can you imagine anything else that could possibly take priority over this? A highlight of
your summer, it is more than worth making the commitment now.

QUESTIONS:
If you have questions, please contact Debbie Erickson at (425) 739-0664/
debbie@ericksonconnection.com or Terry Mandeville at (425) 823-8018 / terrymand@aol.com.

To contact FaCAB
Address: 1933 NE 124 gt., Kirkland, k4 98034 Phone: 425-823-8018
Website: HEtp/WWW.orgsites.Com/Wa/facaly/ E-Group: hetp://@roups.yahoo.corm/eroup/FaC4B2

Facebook: HEtby//WWW.f3CEbOoOK.Com/Sroup.phHp?Sid=29169903823 Email: terrymand@aol.com



http://www.orgsites.com/wa/frua-inc/FRUAINCHeritageCamp2010.pdf
http://www.orgsites.com/wa/frua-inc/FRUAINCHeritageCamp2010.pdf
http://frua.org/members/mbrfrm.shtml
mailto:terrymand@aol.com

Get your presents for the holidays through one of these
sites and support orphans / orphanages, or adoption
support groups at the same time. All of these organizations
state that they raise money for orphanage/orphan support
- not all Bulgaria, some are in other countries.

FRUA INC Washington State Amazon Store
http://astore.amazon.com/washstatfamif-20

A percentage of anything you buy from Amazon through
this link goes to raise money for the FRUA INC Washington
State Heritage Camp. FRUA INC Washington State is a
not-for-profit organization.

Also see the following children's books at Amazon.com
which are related to adoption from Bulgaria:

The Mom with the Red Lipstick: An Adoption Memory of a
Little Bulgarian Boy By Lydia Kordalewski

Just Waiting for My Family by Terry Mandeville

Borya and the Burps: An Eastern European Adoption Story
By Joan McNamara

Melissa Carter Creations
http://www.melissacartercreation
s.com/

“My name is Melissa Carter and T
love to paint. My favorite media is
watercolor. Everything from the
sale of my art benefits adoption
and orphan relief." Melissa has 9
children, two of whom were
adopted from Bulgaria.

Angel Covers
http://www.angelcovers.org/

Fleece stadium blankets - for every
blanket bought, another blanket is sent
to an orphanage. Also Squeaky shoes,
greeting cards, hooded towels, hats,
aprons, passenger pals, sweatshirts. All
work is reportedly volunteer. All money
reportedly goes to orphanage support.

Art for Orphans
— - http://www.iorphan.org/orp
han_art/index.asp
"This artwork is made by
| children at Sphola

=g » orphanage in after-school

¥l i g art workshops. There is no
b ) budget for materials and
| K supplies for these activities.

— . 100% of your donation goes
to these programs to buy
supplies and to let kids express their creativity.”

BenefitOrphans
http://www.benefitorphans.org/

Ethiopia, China, Thailand, Ghana and Washington State -
Unique and authentic items from these countries and books
of particular interest to adoptive families are featured on
this site. "Proceeds from all sales go directly to AAI's
humanitarian projects.”

FRUA, INC Coffee
Project

Profits from each package
you order will help fund
FRUA projects like
orphanage classroom
renovations in the
Republic of Georgia or
orphanage playgrounds in
Russia,  Romania  and
: . el Ukraine.
http://www.eagleriverroasters.com/merchant/merchant.mv
2Screen=CTGYé&Category Code=FRUA

Give 2 Orphans

http://2givenow.org/giving/2orphans.htm

Funds go tfoward orphanage “basic survival provisions,
medication, food, clothing, blankets, housing and protection
from dangers and abuse”.

Half the Sky Foundation

http://www.halfthesky.org/help/shoptoh
elp.php

"Every purchase you make in Half the
Sky's online catalog will touch the life of
an orphaned child in China."

i58 Projects
http://i58.chainreactionweb.com/

Here you can actually shop for the orphans.
Just make a purchase online and the money
will go directly to an i58 representative in
India who will go to the market and actually
buy the items on your behalf.



http://www.eagleriverroasters.com/merchant/merchant.mv?Screen=PROD&Product_Code=SPB&Category_Code=FRUA
http://astore.amazon.com/washstatfamif-20
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http://www.iorphan.org/orphan_art/index.asp
http://www.iorphan.org/orphan_art/index.asp
http://www.benefitorphans.org/
http://www.eagleriverroasters.com/merchant/merchant.mv?Screen=CTGY&Category_Code=FRUA
http://www.eagleriverroasters.com/merchant/merchant.mv?Screen=CTGY&Category_Code=FRUA
http://2givenow.org/giving/2orphans.htm
http://www.halfthesky.org/help/shoptohelp.php
http://www.halfthesky.org/help/shoptohelp.php
http://i58.chainreactionweb.com/
javascript:;
http://give.halfthesky.org/prostores/servlet/Categories?category=Greeting+Cards
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N e
Vera,age 10 Kotov, age 13 Nastya ,age 13
A Hand Up
http://www.goldencockerel.com/infodesk.asp?id=38
Website Says: Golden Cockerel arranges for professional
artists to teach the children the traditional Russian folk
art of painting brooches. The brooches are then "sold" in
America for modest donations to the program. All of the
proceeds (100%) are split between the young artists and
their orphanage, badly in need of repairs, bathroom
renovations, efc.

Maria's Children
http://www.marias
children.com/
Drawings by
children in Russian
orphanages on
cards, totebags,
calendars, etc.
The projects of
Maria's  Children
International use the arts as an initial connector with these
children, which then opens them to their creativity and
strengthens the knowledge of their unique self worth and
abilities.

MiraMed
http://www.miramedcard
s.org

501(c)(3) based in
Moscow and Washington,
DC that helps Russian
orphans learn life skills
and prepare for life after
the orphanage. As a
fundraiser, they sell holiday cards that were designed by
Russian orphans.

One Heart Bulgaria Chocolate Bars
http://www.oneheart-

J bg.org/fundraising.php/

"One Heart Bulgaria has designed its

own delicious chocolate bar! This is a

fun item for kids and teens to sell ... This is a great way for

us to get the word out about the organization and bring in
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additional funds to help further our programs for the
Bulgarian orphans”.

%FL At

http://www.orphanart.org/

Orphan Art, Inc. provides orphanage children “with supplies
to address their daily needs, coupled with the tools and
knowledge to tap into their creativity.”

Zen Cart - Jewel Heart Store
http://jewelheartstore.com/index.php?main_page=indexé&c
Path=42

"The Jatson Chumig Welfare Special School
in Lhasa, Tibet is a non-profit, NGO,
charitable institution run by Tibetans for
handicapped, orphaned, and destitute
children of Tibet. ..The majority of the
purchase price of each of the items in this
category goes to support the school."

In the News...

WORK ON ADOPTIONS OF BULGARIAN CHILDREN
ABROAD SPEEDS UP, MINISTRY SAYS

Tues, Feb 10, 2009. by Petar kostadinov, Sofia ECho

The number of applications for international adoptions
Of Bulgarian children reviewed by the Justice Ministry
has gone up considerably, the ministry said in a statement
onh February 10. It Was a response to CritiCism that the
number of international adoptions of Bulgarian children
has gone down since the country joined the European
{Union onh Jahuary 1 2007.

Gince Justice Minister Miglena Tacheva appointed her
deputy Jlonka Raichinova as head of the council for
international adoption at the end of 2007, the humber of
its sessions has tripled, the ministry said. The council is
the body reviewing application for the adoption Of
Children.

Not having regular sessions was a CritiCism often raised
by intermediary oOrganisations against Tacheva's
predecessor, (Georgi Petkanov, who resigned in the
Spring Of 2007 Citing personhal reasons.

Between December 2007 and December 2008 the council
has had 36 sessions, often three Or four times a month,
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the ministry Said, reviewing at least 70 appliCations each
session and 20 files Of children each session.

For the same period, a total Of 372 appliCations for the
adoption of 15 children have been made.

Tacheva has authorised the adoption Of 18¢ children
based on the work Of the council. The latter has sent a
tOtal Of 161 applications for the adoption of 175 Children
to the court.

POST TFROM MOJ., 7Posted by Kay Montes
Tree of Life: feb 27 2009

INTERCOUNTRY ADOPTION PROCEDURES ARE
MORE IN NUMBER AND MORE TRANSPARENT

In relation to statements by foreigh adoptive parents and
adoption agencies that the number Of the adoptions
sighificantly dropped dowh after Bulgaria joined the
EU, the Press Center of the Ministry of Justice would
like to make the following Clarification: After 1
December 2007, the Ministry of Justice as the Central
Authority radically changed its Intercountry Adoption
Policy and is doing its best to find appropriate families
and homes for every child, registered with the Ministry
of Justice.

The changes in the poliCy and orgahization Oof wWork Of
(International [egal Child Protection and Intercountry
Adoptions/* *Directorate during the last Year led to
significant results. The adoption procedure is how more
openh and transparent and the adoption procedures —
This positive chahge was also acknowledged by all
those related.

On 7 (Qctober 2008 the 100~th session Of the
Intecountry Adoption Council was held. For the period
13 December 2007 - 7 Qctober 2008, the Council had 30
sessions 2007 till the end of the last year was 36. During
the above given period, the CouncCil worked Vvery
intensively, having sessions each Tuesday, 3 or ¢ times
monthly as oh each session the Council reviewed hot (ess
thah 20 dossiers of children, available for adoption and
respectively hot less thah 70 appliCations Of prospective
adoptive parents.

Gince December 2007 till the end of 2008 the
Intecountry Adoption Council made 372 referrals for
adoption Of 415 childreh, which compared to the
referrals for 2007 (91 referrals for the adoption Of 95
children), Clearly shows the hew poliCy and child Care
system for abandoned and orphaned children.
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In 2008, the number of the approved dossierspb? the
Minister of Health was 169 for the adoptioh Of 18¢
Children. For the same period 161 dossiers for adoption
Of 175 Children were processed and sent to Court. All
information given above, Clearly proves that the number
Of intercountry adoptions not only hasn’t decreased, but
just the contrary, a |Oot Of active and consistent efforts
are being put into finding permanent families and homes
for the abandoned and orphaned children.

A QUESTION OF GOODWILL
Mar 27, 2009, by Petar Kostadinov, Sofia Echo

International adoptions is a sensitive issue everywhere.
But here in PBulgaria it is particularly controversial
because of the high number of children abandoned in
the country’s 140 soCial homes. Much has changed in this
field over the past 15 months and everyonhe in the
process Of inhterhational adoptions agrees that the
Changes have served the children’s best interests.

Those responsible for the improvements are two people
who assumed their posts a Couple Of years ago, Justice
Minister Miglena Tacheva and her deputy TJlonka
TRaichinova.

The chanhge. As part Of the former Goviet bloc,
democratic Bulgaria inherited the problem of abandoned
ahd uhwanted children. For ¢5 years the state had been
obliged toO take Care Of such children. For better or
worse this notioh Of State Care contihued tO exist after
the 1990 democratic changes. With democracy and the
opening of the country to the world, many foreigners
naturally showed an interest in adopting Bulgariah
Children. Tt wasnt difficult, Ssince the country’s
legislation says that Bulgariah children Can be put up for
international adoption if there is no interest in the
child’s adoption in Bulgaria. This “patriotic' concept
failed to persuade Bulgarians to adopt Children becCause
stereotypes still prevailed against Roma Children as well
as those with specCial mediCal heeds or serious problems.

To cope with the |aCk of interest in Bulgaria towards
such children the state formed the Council on
Interhational Adoptions (CTA) under the jurisdiction of
the Justice Ministry. The CIA was formed in 2003 as a
result of amendments to the Family Code that Save
foreigh Citizens the right to apply to adopt Bulgarian
Children. Tt was a direct consequence of the Hasgue
Adoption Convention on Protection of Children and Co-
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operation in Respect of International Adoption, ratified
by Bulgaria’s Parliament in 2002.

Those involved in the issue Cite 2003 aS a Year Of major
Change since it introduced a whole nhew system for
international adoption oOf children in  Bulgaria.
Administrative supervision was ceded to the CIA so that
the body processed and evaluated Children’s documents
and those of foreigh Candidates ahd made proposals to
the Justice Minister for final approval.

Two registers were set up: ohe for the Children and one
for the candidates. The latter are represented by a
number of NGOS accredited by the ministry to serve as
intermediaries in interhational adoption procedures. The
ClA is formed by representatives Of all institutions
involved in taking care Of children in Bulgaria such as
the Gocial and Labour Ministry, Education, Health and
Foreign Ministries and the Agency for Child Protection,
all in accordance with the Hague Convention and the
Justice Ministry’s Qrdinance Three, whiCh Stipulates
conditions and procedures by which foreigh natiohals
Can adopt a persoh Of Bulgariah hationality.

So far so good, but statistiCs for the period following
the year Of the "big Chanhge' showed that something was
amiss.

Ih 2003 the humber of foreigh adoptions approved, given
by the Justice Minister, was 595. In subsequent years the
trend was downhwards: 217 (2004), 101 (2005), 98 (2006) and
81 (2007). Obviously something had changed.

In December 2007 it beCame Clear what had gohe wrong.
At a round table, organhised by NGOS working in the field
in Gofig’s Hotel Bulgaria, nhewly appointed deputy
minister TRaichinova had to face more thah 100
disgruntled employees of both the NGOS & 140 socCial
homes in Bulgaria. Discontent spilled over at the slow
progress Of international adoptions. Raichinova had just
recently been appointed as a deputy minister as part of
the team Of Justice Minister Tacheva (a magistrate in
the Black Sea City of Varha) who took Office in the
spring Of 2007 after Georgi Petkanov resighed, Citing
personal reasons. A taX lawyer herself, Raichinova’s
experience with PBulgaria’s institutions was at the
Finance Ministry. Before Raichinova the CLA had been
Chaired by former deputy justice minister Margarit
Ganev.

Pandora’s box. At this first encounter Wwith those
working in the field Of international adoptions,
TRaichinova heard a [ong list Of biting CritiCisms Of the
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CIA’s work. The NGOS’ main concerns were ab&tglac«
Of trahsparency, excessive bureaucraCy and the
complete lack oOf response from the CILA. Stefka
Djankova, head of a children’s home in Varha, decried
"the limit imposed by the ministry on international
adoptions for inexpliCable and Vague reasons".

Children with health problems were hot added to the
register even though their documents had been sent by
the relevant soCial Care home. The result, she said, was
that these children were being transferred between
homes with no chance Of leaving the system at all.

All agreed that there was nO Communication between
the ministry and the NGOSs and nho one khew when the
council held meetings. Applicants for adoption did not
khow their place on the register and were left in the
dark about the progress of their requests. Candidates
simply |ost patience and gave up on adopting Bulgariah
Children as a consequence.

Many cited the problem Of endless court procedures
once a child is put on the register. These continued for
years until the child simply grew older and the
opportunity was missed. Part of the delay was attributed
t0 the faCt that abandonhed cChildren Cannhot be put up
for adoption unless the mother gives her consent. In
most Cases, where babies are abandoned on the street or
left in dustbins, the mother is unknown and children are
left without any chance of adoption. NGOS suggested
that should a mother [eave her child ih a home for more
thah six months without paying a Visit the child could be
decClared eligible for adoption.

Also present at the round table was Deputy Justice
Minister Ana Karaivanova, appointed in 2005 when
Petkanov took office. "The ministry’s offiCial position is
that PBulgaria must take Care Of itS children.
International adoptions will be the last possibility," she
told the NGOS. AS for Raichinova, she merely said "1
have little experience in this sphere but I am learhing
fast and you canh all depend oh me as a parther.”

‘Partners not foes. A year-and-a-half later the NGOS and
the Ministry met again. Oh March 19 2009 there was a
conference on interhational adoptions held in Sofia’s
Sheratonh Hotel. The first Chanhge was obvious. The 2007
meeting had been set up by the NGOS and Raichinova
was just a guest. Now the Sheraton venue was co-hosted
by the Ministry and the NGOS who stood hext tO each
other on the podium. The NGOS were now represented
by a hewly formed body, ah assoCiation of organisations
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accredited to serve as intermediaries in internhational
adoptionh procedures.

The next Chahge was that the 2009 forum was attended
by more thanh 40 interhational orgahisations working in
the field and by representatives Of Various bodies - the
equivalent of the CIA from 1¢ countries - who have
ratified the Hasue Convention. The only Similarity with
the 2007 meeting was that although it was ohe of the
largest venues in Sofia, the Sheraton Hall proved to be
t00 Small. The report, presented by RaiChinova, Said it
all. Compared to 2007 whenh there were 81 approvals
from the Justice Minister for children’s adoptions, in
2008 there were 169. Inh the first two-and-a-half months
Of 2009 alone there were 42, half the total humbers for
2006 ahd 2007. In 2008 CIA had 3¢ sessions, Or ohe every
week reviewing 106¢ files of children. In 2007 the humber
Of reviewed files was just 100. Th 2006 it Was just 9¢.

Moreover, the number Of files of foreigners applying to
adopt a Bulgarian child, reviewed by the CIA ih 2008,
was 866. In 2007 the figure was just 283.

The numbers speak for themselves about the improved
efficiency in CLA’S work whose team was completely
changed by TRaichinova when she tOOK Office in
November 2007. Karaivahova had [ong gone. So too had
her View that international adoptionhs were hot a priority
for the ministry.

A hew routine in the work of CLA was introduced. Tt
how holds sessions every Tuesday anhd reviews a minimum
Of 20 files of children and 50 files of Canhdidates seeking
t0 adopt them. New Criteria for selecting the Candidates
were introduced under the SO Called hext oh the list
prinCiple to avoid Chaos and alleged corruptionh. These
Criteria were co-ordinated with the Association. In
terms of the transparency of CLA’S work, RaiChihova
introduced the rule that at the enhd Of each month
CIA’s decisions are published on the ministry’s website
with feedbaCk available for those interested. Ah
important Change was expediting the process Of filing
children’s documents in the register once they have been
sent to CIA. Now this takes up t0 two months. A great
deal of inventory work has also beeh accomplished,
enabling the registration of 3¢¢ Children whose files had
been pending review since 200¢.

Problems. Raichinova did not just recite her successes.
She also alluded to a humber Of issues that still hinder
international adoptions. One such problem is the gaps in
children’s files. This is extremely pressing for children
with specCial heeds. Files are sent to CIA by the regional
soCial welfare directorates oOf §ocCial and Labour
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Ministry and “many laCKk Vital information about the
child which ties our hands and deprives the child of any
Chance of adoption,” she said. "I want to urge respective
OfficCials to deal with this problem that has been ongoing
for years because behind every file there is a child,"
TRaichinova said. She said that there were 86 files with
gaps dating from 2004 ahd 2005, meahing that these 86
children’s lives were at a Standstill.

Another problem was that, in manhy cases, mediCal
evaluations of children described a grave condition.
"Often these Children appear to be healthy but an
incorrect diagnosis has deprived them of the Chance to
be adopted. There are also Cases Of cChildren with
perfect mediCal records who actually have grave health
problems. When their candidate-parents Visit them they
show ho further interest in them.” Raichinova supported
the idea Of filming Children "when doctors in the country
Of the would-be parents heed t0 make a good judgment
about the care the child will heed ih its hew
environment”. Mahy children abandoned in homes |acked
parenhtal consent for being put up for adoption which
"slows Or eliminates the process Of their adoption”.

To deal with that partiCular problem, the Ministry,
together Wwith the AssocCiation, has proposed an
amendment to the Family Code that will give authorities
the right to put a Child up for adoption in Case biologiCal
parents have withheld contaCt for Six months. The
amendment, also supported by the SocCial Mihistry, is yet
t0 be approved by Parliament. Court procedures were
Still too slow, she Said.

Svetlana Dyankova, Deputy SocCial and Labour Policy
Minister, was there to face some Of TRaichinova’s
CritiCistn. "There are 140 soCial homes and it is true that
hot all directors are equally Competent. But we are trying
ahd we are parthers with the Justice Ministry in this
field."

Iveling Panhova, director of the children’s home ih the
southern Bulgarian Village of Bouzovgrad, supported the
idea of children with medical problems being filmed. "My
home is openh to everyone who wants to Come, see and
play with the children and ] don’t see why we Can’t film
them for the purpose of their adoption,” she Said. "(Jntil
we are allowed to do so, adoptions Of children with
specCial needs will continue to be stalled.” Her words
were cheered by mahy Of the attendees. "I wanht to say
that interhational adoption is hot a dirty word; it is a wWay
t0 remove children from institutions, which, after all, is
our primary goal,” she said.
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Nikolai Elenkov, head of the AssocCiation, told The Sofia
Echo that Raichinova had brought the work of the CILA
t0 3 hew level. "It was a joint thing. e presented the
problem and she reacted quicKly.” He feared that
upcoming elections in the summer might slow the
process. Raichinova expressed the same fear. "I hope
that, if T am hot @ part Of the hew government, my dream
Of making the CIA a body with a permanent status will
be fulfilled.”

MPS MAKE BULGARIAN ADOPTIONS EASIER
June 12, 2009, Noviniti.com, Sofia News Agency

The Bulgariah Parliament alleviated adoptionh procedures
Friday by OfficCially passing texts from the hew Family
Code. When a child is housed in a socCial Care facility, he
or she Cah nhow be adopted without parental agreement,
in Case parents have hot ihquired about them or Visited
them in a period of Six months.

Adoption without parental agreement will also be
allowed ih Cases of hegleCt, failure to provide alimony or
raising the child in harmful conditions.

Bulgaria's Deputy Justice Minister, Tlohka Raycheva, Said
during the discussions that over 4o Bulgariah children
couldn't be adopted Via international adoptions due to
the bureaucratiC (oCal procedures until how.

Onh its last day of work, the ¢oth General Assembly
failed, however, t0 pass the Amendments of the TraffiC
Act due to [aCKk of quorufm.

COUNCIL OF INTERNATIONAL ADOPTIONS HAS
NO CASES PENDING

Jul 02 2009 by Petar Kostadinov, Sofia ECho

As of Junhe 30 2009 all Children's files, registered with
Justice Ministry's councCil for interhatiohal adoption,
have been processed ahd hot a single Child was waiting
for action to be takenh by the council, the Justice
Ministry said on June 30 2009.

This is unprecedented in the work of the councCil. The
irregularity Of itS sessions was a CritiCism often raised by
intermediary oOrganisations against Justice [(Minister
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Meglena Tacheva's predecessor, GGeorgi Petkanov, who
resigned in the spring of 2007, Citing personal reasons.

ginCe Tacheva appointed her deputy, Jlonka RaiChihova
as head of the council at the end of 2007, the council
has held 52 sessions.

In the last 18 ahd-a-half months of its work the council
has processed 568 applications for the adoption Of 632
Children. Tacheva has authorised the adoptioh Of 286
Children based oh the work of the council.

Translatioh of Press release oh 9 of QCtober 2009 Of
Ministry of Justice of Bulgaria Obh interhatiohal
adoptions in Bulgaria

The first meeting of the (Council of International
Adoptions was held. After that first meeting Vice
Minister of Justice Daniela Masheva, ahd , met with
Jjournalists and an expanded group.

At that meeting representatives Of Orgahizations for
international adoptions, as well as representatives of the
Emabassies of the USA, Italy and Sweden were received
(countries who have the most intensive activity in the
area of international adoption with Bulgaria).

Deputy-minister Masheva, who is Chairtman Of the
Council on Interhational Adoptions of Bulgaria,
ahhounced that that there were two hew ordihances on
inter-country interhational adoptions in Bulgaria that
were beihg ahhounCed tO allow professional
orgahizations to be registered to help with interhational
adoptions.

In the |ast 2 Years there has been a consistent inCrease in
the number of Bulgariah Children who were adopted toO a
foreigh country. 561 suggestions for the inter-country
international adoption of 625 Children have beeh made
for the period 2008 - July 2009. ...Nearly 900 Children
have significant diseases or specCial concerns, nearly 70 of
them have already begun adoption procedures.

There were only ¢ cases of Cancellation Of inter-country
international adoptions in Bulgaria of Bulgarian children
by Citizens of foreigh countries so far. Measures will be
taken and of the more striCt supervision the activity of
the middleman's organizations...
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