BULGARIAN NAMES



BULGARIAN GIRL’S NAMES



ACKA. May be related to the Bulgarian word as meaning ace; or may be a feminine nickname for the name ASEN. The suffix -ka is probably used to denote a familiarity and is often used as an affectionate nickname, or it may be from the Slavic meaning small. The Latin name ACE means unity; first in luck or accomplishment; or English meaning highest rank, a nickname given to one who excels; or an English surname meaning noble. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include ACEY, OSSIE.



ADA. From the Teutonic meaning prosperous, joyful; or a nickname for ADELINA or EDITH. The name is sometimes confused with the name ADAH, which has a different meaning. A popular name in Victorian literature. 



ADELA. From the French meaning noble, gentle; or form of the name ADELINA.



ADELAIDA. From the Latin meaning beautiful state, noble condition.



ADELINA, ADELIN; nicknames include ADA, ALIDA, DORA. From the Teutonic name ADALHEIDIS meaning noble person, noble, from the word adal meaning noble; or from the Old and Middle English meaning noble, kind, noble one, noble birth, noble rank, a name given to a well-born girl in the hope that she will become a gracious lady; or from the Hebrew meaning noble; or from the Old German meaning noble one, noble, noble maiden. The name refers to the daughter of a princely house. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include ADAL, ADALAIDE, ADALBEORHT, ADALBRECHTA, ADALHEID (German), ADDEY, ADDIE, ADDY, ADE, ADEL, ADELA (Polish), ADELAIDE, ADELAJDA (Polish), ADELE (French), ADELIA, ADELICHKA (Slavic), ADELINE, ADELL, ADELLA, ADELLE, ADLA (Slavic), ADLEIDA (Slavic), ADLESHA (Slavic), ADLETA (Slavic), ADORA, AELDA, AELDRA, ALDORA, ADOREE, ALDA, ALIE, ALINA, ALINE, ALKA (Polish), ALLEY, ALLIE, CARLOTTA (Spanish), DEL, DELL (English), DELLA (English), DELLE, DORA, DORE, DOREY, DORIE, EARL, EARLEEN, EARLENE, EARLIE, EDEL, EDELINE (English), ELLA, ELLE, ETEL, ETHEL, ETHELDA, ETHELINDA, ETHELINE, ETHELLA, ETHELLE, ETHYL, ETHYLYN, ETILKA, EVZEN (Slavic), HEIDI (German). ADA is sometimes spelled ADAH, but this name is from the Greek meaning adornment. The wife of Otto the Great and the wife of King William IV of England both had this name. A city in Australia bears this name. EDELINE was a name popular in Britain in the early 19th century, in compliment to Queen Adelaide of Saxe Meiningen, Consort to King William IV.  



ADILA. From the Latin meaning burning, flaming.



ADRIANA, ADREANA, ADRIJANA, ADRIYANA.  From the Latin or Greek meaning dark lady from the sea, dark one; a dark and mysterious lady. It is the feminine of ADRIAN, and may be related also to the name ANDREW. Adria or Hadria was a town in northern Italy (it gave it's name to the Adriatic Sea), so ADRIAN may be Latin for of Hadria. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: ADEY, ADIE, ADREA, ADRIA, ADRIAN, ADRIANE, ADRIANNA (English), ADRIANNE, ADRIE, ADRIEN, ADRIENNA, ADRIENNE (French), ALZENA (Arabic), HADRIA, RENA, RINA. Hadria was a Hadrian the Emperor was a famous bearer of the name. Naming Day may be celebrated on Andreevden, November 30th, for Apostle Andrew. 



AFRODITA. ASTAROTH was the Phoenician goddess of love, called ISHTAR by the Babylonians and APHRODITE by the Greeks. 



AGILA, AGLAJA, AGLAYA, AGLIJA. From the Greek name AGALIA, meaning brightness, joy; or from th Latin meaning beauty, brilliance. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: AGLIA, AGLINA, AGLIJA, AGLIYA.



AGNESA, AGATA, AGMA, AGNES, AGNESA, INESSA, INESA. From the Greek word hagnos meaning gentle, pure, pure one, chaste, meek,  immaculate, good, the name is given to a girl in the hope that she will be of irreproachable virtue; or from the Greek word agathos meaning good, kindly. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: AG, AGACE, AGAFIA (Russian), AGAFIIA, AGAFON, AGAPET, AGAPIT, AGATHA (American), AGATHE, AGATHI, AGATHY, AGATTA, AGI, AGIE, AGGI, AGGIE, AGGY, AGGYE, AGN (Slavic), AGNA (Russian), AGNELIA (Italian), AGNESE, AGNESSA, AGNETA (Swedish), AGNIA (Slavic), AGNIESZKA (Slavic), AGNIIA (Slavic), AGNIESZKA (Polish), AGOTA, AGOTHA, AGUEDA, AGY, AGYE, ANEISHA, ANESSA (English), ANEZKA (Slavic), ANIS, ANISE, ANISHA (English), ANISSA (English), ANNES, ANNICE, ANNIS, ANNISSA, ANNYS, ANYSSA, INA, INEA, INEZ, NESHA, NESSA, NESSIE, NETIA, NEZA (Slavic), OGAFITSA, YNES, YNEZ (Spanish). Naming days might include the day for AGNES, a virgin saint who was martyred in the 3rd century by Roman emperor Diocletian. Saint Agatha was a third century martyr.  



AGRIPINA. From the Greek/Thracian meaning wild.



AHISHA.  Perhaps the Slavic element is means either come out of; or extreme.     



AIDA. From the Greek meaning bashful, shy; or from the English meaning wealthy; or from the Anglo-Saxon meaning prosperous; or a nickname for the name ELENA or ADIAN. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning include ADDA, ADIA, ALAD, ALODIE, EADA, EADDA, EDE.  Naming Days include May 21st for St. Constantine & Helen. 



AIMEE.  May be related to the French name AMY, and the Slavic name LYUBA.



AKSINIJA, AKSINIYA, AXINIA, KSENIA, KSENIJA, KSENIYA, POLIKSENA. From the Slavic meaning hospitable; or from the Greek meaning hospitable one, guest, from the Greek word xenos meaning stranger.  Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: AKSINIA, AKSINIIA (Slavic), KSENIIA (Slavic), KS’N’IA (Slavic), OKSENIIA (Slavic), OKSENIA (Slavic), OKSINIA (Slavic), POLIKSENIIA (Slavic), XENA, XENIA, ZENA, ZINA.  Naming Day could be celebrated on January 24th for St. Xenia of St. Petersburg. 



ALANNA; nicknames include ALENA. Meaning light, buoyany, an offering, float; or from the name ALANA, the feminine form of Celtic name ALAN, meaning peace; or handsome; or hound; or rock Celtic; or a form of the name ELENA. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning include ALANNAH, ALAINA, ALAINE, ALANA, ALANE, ALAYNA, ALAYNE, ALENA, ALENNA, ALINA, ALINE, ALLANA, ALLANNAH, ALLEN, ALLENA, ALLIN, ALLINA, ALLINE, ALLYN, ALLYNA, ALLYNE, LANA, LENA, LINA (Roma), LANNA, LENNA, LINNA.  Naming Days include May 21st for St. Constantine & Helen. 



ALBENIA, ABLENA, ABLENKA, ALBENA (al-BE-na); nicknames include BINKA. A Bulgarian indigenous name. From the Bulgarian meaning mountain peony, globe flower, trollius (Trollius europeus). The name became popular in Bulgaria after 1935 from Iovkov’s short story and play named Albena. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: ELLA, ELLIE, ELLY, ELVA, ELVENA, ELVERA, VERA. 



ALBERTA, ALBERTINA. From the Old and Middle English meaning noble, strength; or from the Teutonic meaning noble, bright; or shining angel. It is the feminine form of the name ALBERT. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: ALBERTEEN, ALBERTHA, ALBERTINE, ALBERTYNA, ALBERTYNE, ALBIE, ALBIRDA, ALBREDA, ALBY, ALIE, ALLIE, ALLY, BERT, BERTE, BERTHA, BERTIE, BERTY, BIRD, BIRDIE, BIRDY, EGBERTA, EGBERTHA, EGBIRD, EGBIRDA, ELBER, ELBERTA. 



ALBINA. From the Latin meaning white, blond, white lady, white woman; a name given to a girl whose hair and complexion is very fair, from a Latin expression meaning white. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: ALBIN, ALBINIA, ALBINKA, ALVA, ALVINA, ELVINA, ELVIRA, ELVIRE. 



ALENA. Form of the name ALANNA, ELENA, or INA. Naming Days include May 21st for St. Constantine & Helen. 



ALEXANDRA, ALEKSANDRA, ALEKSANDRINA, ALEXANDRE; nicknames include SANDA, SANDRA, SASHA, SASHKA, ALLA. From the Greek meaning helper,  defender of mankind, helper of mankind, defending men, steadfast, from the word ander meaning man; or noble.  It is the feminine form of the name ALEXANDER.  It is also the name of a city in Egypt. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: ALASTRINA, ALASTRIONA, ALEIA, ALEIANDA, ALEIANDRA, ALEIANDRINA, ALEJA, ALEJANDA, ALEJANDRA, ALEJANDRINA, ALEJO, ALEK, ALEKA, ALEKI, ALESANDERE, ALESANDRA, ALESSANDRA (Italian), ALESSANDRE, ALESSANDRINA, ALESSANDRINE, ALESSIA, ALESSIO, ALEX, ALEXA (Old and Middle English), ALEXANDERE, ALEXANDERIA, ALEXANDERINA, ALEXANDERINE, ALEXANDREA, ALEXANDREANA, ALEXANDRENA, ALEXANDRENE, ALEXANDRETTA, ALEXANDRIA, ALEXANDRINA, ALEXANDRINE, ALEXE, ALEXEA, ALEXEI, ALEXENA, ALEXENE, ALEXI, ALEXIA, ALEXINA, ALEXINE, ALEXIS, ALEXSHA (Russian), ALEYA, ALEYANDA, ALEYANDRA, ALEYANDRINA, ALEYO, ALI, ALIKI, ALISSANDRE, ALISSANDRINE, ALISTA, ALIX, ALLA (Russian), ALLE, ALLEIANDRA, ALLEIANDRINA, ALLEJANDRA, ALLEJANDRINA, ALLESANDA, ALLESSA, ALLESSANDRA, ALLEXA, ALLEXANDRA, ALLEXANDRINA, ALLEXINA, ALLEXINE, ALLEYANDRA, ALLEY, ALLI, ALLIE, ALLIX, ALLOCHKA (Russian), ALLY, ALYX, ANDA, ANDRINA, CESIA, CESJA, CESYA, DRINA (English, Roma), ELLENA, LESI, LESIA, LESJ, LESJA, LESY, LESJA, LESYA, LEXA, LEXI, LEXIE, LEXINE, LEXY, LISSANDRE, LISSANDRINE, OLEKSANDRA (Slavic), OLESIA (Polish), SACHA (Russian), SANDE, SANDI, SANDIE, SANDOR (Greek/ Hungarian), SANDRINA, SANDRINE, SANDY (American), SANDYE, SANYA, SASHENKA, SHURA, SHUROCHKA, SODRA, SOHNDRA, SONDRA, XANDRA, ZAHNDRA, ZANDA (English), ZANNDRA, ZOHNDRA, ZONDRA. ELENA is also sometimes a nickname for this name. Related Bulgarian feminine surnames include Alexandrova; related Slavic feminine surnames include Alekseeva, Aleksandrova, Aleksandrovna. This was a popular name in early 20th century in compliment to Queen Alexandra. Naming Day may be celebrated January 23rd for Alexandra, August 30th for St. Alexander of the Neva, December 4th for Priestmartyr Alexander Hotovizky, or November 23rd.  



ALISA. From the modern Hebrew meaning a joy; or a nickname for ALICE.



ALIDA. From the English meaning winged; or from the Latin meaning little winged one, a girl who is as small and lithe as the woodlark; or a nickname for ADELINA. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning include ALEDA, ALETA, ALITA, ELIDA, ELITA, ELYTA, LEDA, LITA. 



ALIPIJA, ALIPIYA. May related to the old German phrase al which means noble combined with the Slavic phrase piatyi meaning five, fifth. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: ALIPIA, ALIPYA.



ALLA. A form of the name ALICE or ALEXANDRA. Naming Day could be celebrated on any Naming Day associated with those names.



ANA. A very common female name in Bulgaria. The name by itself is from the Greek word ana meaning not; but is most likely  a form of the name ANNA from the Hebrew name HANNAH, meaning grace or graceful; or a nickname for the name ANASTASIA, from the Greek, meaning of the Resurrection. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning include ANYA (Russian), ANECHKA (Russian), ASYA (Russian), VANYA (Russian). Naming Day could be celebrated on December 9th, St. Anna’s Day. 



ANASTASIJA, ANASTASIYA, NATASHA, VUZKRESIYA; nicknames include ANISIYA, ANISIJA, ASJA, ASYA, ANA, NASA, NASCA, NASKA, NASTA, NASTJA, SIIKA, SIYA, SIJA, SIJKA, SIYKA, STAZI. A very common female name in Bulgaria. From the Greek words ana meaning not, and stasis meaning still. The name means of the resurrection, resurrection, she who will rise again, arisin, resurrected. NASTA is found mainly in western Bulgaria. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: ACACIA, ANASTACE, ANASTAISE, ANASTASE, ANASTASIA, ANASTASIE, ANASTASIIA, ANASTASIYA, ANASTASSIA, ANASTAY, ANASTAZIE, ANASTAZJA, ANASZTAIZIA, ANASZTASIA, ANESTASSIA, ANGUSTA, ANSTACE, ANSTASS, ANSTICE, ASIA, AUGUSTA, NASTASHA, NASTASIA, NASTASIIA (Slavic), NASTASSIA, NASTASSIJA, NASTASSIYA, NASTASSJA, NASTASSYA, NASTENKA, NASTIA, NASTJA, NASTKA (Slavic), NASTYA, NATASA (Slovenian), NOSTASIA, STACEY (American), STACIA, STACIE, STACJA, STACY (American), STACYA, STASIA, STASJA, STASYA, TASENKA, TASIA, TASIJA, TASIYA, TASJA, TASYA. This was the name of the Grand Duchess of Russia who was supposedly killed during the Russian revolution. Related Slavic maternal surnames include Nastasich. Nastas'chich, Nastas'ich. Naming Day may be celebrated on December 30th. 



ANATOLA, ANATOLIJA; nicknames include TOLYA. From the Greek meaning from the East, woman of the east, rising of the sun. Anatolia is a region of Turkey. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: ANATHOLIA (Slavic), ANATOLIA (Slavic), ANATOLIYA, ANATOLYA. 



ANDRIANA; nicknames may include DONA, DONKA. From the Latin meaning womanly. The name indicates the ideal in female virtues and beauty. It is the feminine form of the name ANDREW, from the Greek name ANDREAS meaning strong, manly. ANDREA is a recent name, appearing in English in the 17th century, possibly developed by the Scots directly from the English name ANDREW, not from the ANDREAS. Or it may have been derived independently from the Greek vocabulary word andreia meaning ''manly'', ''warrior that is the common antecedent of all these names. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: AINDREA, ANDA, ANDEE, ANDENA, ANDERA, ANDI, ANDIE, ANDRA, ANDRE, ANDREA (English), ANDREANA, ANDREE, ANDREIANA (Slavic), ANDREJA, ANDRIA, ANDRIANNA, ANDRIETTA, ANDRIJANA (Serbian, Croatian), ANDRINA, ANDRIYANA,  AUNDREA, ANDREWINA, ANDRIENNE, ANDRINE, ANDRETTE, ANDRENE, ANDREENA, ANDREAN, ANDY, DRENA, DREENA, KARI, ONDREIANA (Slavic). Related Bulgarian maternal surnames include Andreitsa, Andreeva Andrievicha. Naming Day is most likely celebrated on Andreevden, November 30th, for Apostle Andrew, an apostle who was the brother of the apostle Simon Peter. He is the patron saint of Scotland and Russia. 



ANDROMAHA.



ANGELINA, ANGELKA, ANJUNTA, ANZHELA, ANZHELIKA; nicknames include ANJALI, GELA, GELKA. A very common female name in Bulgaria. From the Greek name ANGELOS meaning messenger, messenger from God, angel,  heavenly messenger, the bringer of good tidings, good tidings; or from the Latin meaning angelic, or angelic one; or from the French meaning sweet messenger. The names are a form of the name EVANGELINA. It was originally a masculine name. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: AINGEAL (Irish Gaelic), ANDELA (Czech), ANDJA (Serbian), ANDJELIJA (Serbian), ANDJELKA (Serbian), ANDJELIYA, ANDYELIJA, ANDYELKA, ANGE, ANGEL, ANGELA (English, Greek, Italian, Spanish, Russian, American), ANGELE, ANGELENA, ANGELES, ANGELIA, ANGELICA, ANGELIKA, ANGELIKI, ANGELINA, ANGELINE, ANGELIQUE, ANGELITA, ANGELLA, ANGIE, ANGILA, ANGIOLA, ANGJALIA, ANGJILIA, ANGLA, ANGLEA, ANGY, ANGYALIA, ANIELA (Polish) ANJELICA, ANJELIKA, ANNIJILLA, ANYELICA, ANYELIKA, GELIA, GELJA, GELYA, TANGELA. Naming Day is most likely celebrated oN November 8 for Archangel Michael.   



ANISLAVA.  Perhaps the Slavic element is means either come out of; or extreme.The Slavic element slava means praise, glory.      



ANJALI. A form of the name ANGELINA  meaning angelic; or from the East Indian/Hindu meaning offering. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: ANYALIE. Naming Day is most likely celebrated oN November 8 for Archangel Michael. 

 

ANMARI. May be a combination of the name ANNE, meaning grace, and MARIE, meaning bitter; or it may just be a form of the name ANNA. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include ANNAMARIE. Naming Day could be celebrated on December 9th, St. Anna’s Day.



ANNA, ANA, ANELIA, ANELIYA, ANETA, ANITA; nicknames may include ANI, ANICHKA, ANIKA, ANKA, ANNIKA, ANUSHKA, ANY, ASYA, IANKA, NANA. Ancient female names. From the Hebrew name HANNAH or CHANNAH, meaning grace, favor, graceful, favored grace, God has favored me, graceful one, gracious girl, mercy, good; or from the Latin form of HANNAH; or from the Old and Middle English meaning gracious; or a nick name for ANNABELLE or ANABELA. In the Jewish scriptures, Channah, wife of Elkanah, was unable to conceive. She asked God to bless her with a child, promising to dedicate her baby to His service. Her prayers were granted and her son Samuel grew up to be an important prophets. Thusly, this name is sometimes translated as: ''God has graced me with a son.'' Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: ANA, ANAIS (Provençal and Catalan), ANCA, ANCI, ANCKA (Slavic), ANECHKA, ANEISHA, ANESSA, ANIA (Russian or Polish), ANICA, ANIKO, ANJA (German, Dutch, Russian), ANISHA, ANISIA, ANISSA, ANITA, ANITRA, ANN (English and Swedish), ANNALEE, ANNE (French or Old and Middle English), ANNET, ANNETTA, ANNETTE (French), ANNI, ANNIA, ANNICA, ANNICE (Old and Middle English), ANNICK (Breton), ANNIE (American), ANNINA, ANNIS, ANNISE, ANNISSA, ANNORA, ANNOT, ANNUS, ANNUSKA, ANNY, ANONA, ANOUCHE, ANOUK, ANOUSHKA, ANTJE (Low German and Dutch), ANUSIA, ANYA (Russian), ANYOUSHKA, ANYSHKA, ANYSSA, ANYU, ASIA, ASJA, AYN, CHANA, CHANI, HAJNA, HANNA (American), HANNAH (American), HANNALEE, HANNEKE, HANNELORE, HANNIE, IANISHA, IANISHE, IANUSIA, IANYSH, NAN, NANCEY (American), NANCSI, NANCY (American), NANETE, NANETTE, NANI, NANNIE, NANNY, NETI, NETTIE, NETTY, NITA, NONIE, NOUSHKA, NUSA, NUSI, PANNA, VANIA, VANYA. ANNA and ANA are also a nicknames for ANASTASIA. ANNA is also used as a form of the Irish Gaelic name AINE, although linguistically unrelated. ANNETTE may also be from the French meaning elfish, exquisite. Related Slavic surnames include Annin, Ankin. Hannalee was the biblical mother of the prophet Samuel. Anna Tomowa-Sintow is a Bulgarian opera singer. Naming Day could be celebrated on December 9th, St. Anna’s Day.



ANNA-BELA, ANABELA. From the Latin meaning lovable, from the name AMABEL; or from the Hebrew meaning a heroine. This is a different name than ANNABELLE, which means graceful, beautiful. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning include ANN, ANNABEL.  Naming Day could be celebrated on December 9th, St. Anna’s Day.



ANNALISA, ANELIJA . A form of the name ANNELIESE, from the German combination of ANNA and LIESA; or LISANNE, a form of the names LISA (ELIZABETH) and ANNE. Naming Day could be celebrated on December 9th, St. Anna’s Day.



ANTANASKA. May be related to the name ANTON.  The suffix -ka is probably used to denote a familiarity and is often used as an affectionate nickname, or it may be from the Slavic meaning small.  Name Day is likely celebrated on January 17th on Antonovden, St. Anthony’s Day, St. Anthony the Great.   



ANTOANETA, ANTICA, ANTOANA, ANTOANELA, ANTONETTA, ANTONIELA, ANTONIJA, ANTONINA, ANTONIYA, ANTONNIA; nicknames may include DONA, DONKA, TONA, TONKA, TONYA, TOTA, TOTKA. From the masculine name ANTON, from the Latin meaning inestimable, priceless one; or from the Greek meaning priceless; or from the Greek meaning flower; or from the French meaning incomparable; or of unknown Etruscan origin. The name is from a Roman family name. One of the ten most common girls names in Sofia in 1979. Tonka is the Bulgarian word for ball, TONKA and TONA are found mainly in southeastern Bulgaria. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: AATONIA, ANN, ANNA, ANNIE, ANNY, ANTOINETTE (Roma), ANTONETTE, ANTONIA, ANTONICA, ANTONIE, ANTONIETTA, ANTONIETTE, ANTONIJA, (Polish), LATONYA, LATOYA, NETTA, NETTIE, NETTY, ONTONIA, TONCKA, TONECHKA, TONETTE, TONI, TONIA, TONIE, TONJA, TONY, TONYA. Related Bulgarian surnames include Tonkin. Name Day is likely celebrated on January 17th on Antonovden, St. Anthony’s Day, St. Anthony the Great.  It could also be celebrated on July 10th for St. Anthony of the Kievan Caves. 



ARAKSI. 



ARALIJA. May be related to the Latin name AURELIA, meaning gold.  Originally a Roman clan name. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: ARALIYA, ARANKA, ARANYU, AURA, AURAL, AURALIA, AURALIE, AUREA, AURELIA, AURELIANA, AURELIE, AURELY, AURITA, AVRELIJA, ORA, ORALIA, ORALIE, OREL, ORELEE, ORELIA, ORELIE, ORELL, LEE, LEIGH, LIA. 



ARZHENTINA. A geographical name for Argentina seen in 1955. Related Bulgarian paternal surnames include Arzhentinski.



ASENKA; nicknames include ASYA. Feminine version of the masculine name ASEN, which may have been from a surname, possibly from the Latin name KASEN meaning protected with a helmet; from the Bulgarian meaning graceful; or may be a form of the name ANNA. Naming Day could be celebrated on December 9th, St. Anna’s Day.



ASYA. From the Russian, a form of the name ASENKA, AHKA, ASPASIYA, ANNA, or ANASTASIJA. Naming Day could be celebrated on December 9th, St. Anna’s Day or on the Naming Days associated with any of those names..



ATANASKA; nicknames include NASA, NASCA, NASKA, TANA, TANJA, TANYA, TANICHKA, TANKA, TITKA. A very common female name in Bulgaria. From the Greek meaning immortal. Name Day would probably be celebrated on January 18th, Atanasovden, for St. Athanasius.



AVA. From the Thracian, the name of a nymph; from the Latin meaning bird; from the Persian meaning water; or a nickname for the names APRILIJ, or the Midieval names AVELINE, AVIS. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: ADERYN (Welsh), AVAH (English), AVI, AVIA. 



AVGUSTA, AVGUSTINA; nicknames include AVE. From the Latin name AUGUSTINE meaning exalted, hailed, majestic, venerable, consecrated, useful, of great usefulness, sacred, blessed; or from the English name AUGUST meaning born in August; or from the Slavic meaning blessed. Avgust is the word for the month of August in Bulgarian. This was a popular name in Royal families in the 18th and early 19th centuries. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: AUG, AUGIE, AUGUSTA, AUGUSTE, AUGUSTEEN, AUGUSTINA, AUGUSTINE, AUSTEIN (German), AUSTEN, AUSTIN, AUSTINA, AUSTINE, AUSTYN (German), GUS, GUSSIE, GUSSY, GUSTA, TINA. Augustus Caesar was the first Roman emperor. Also the name of a saint and church father.



BEATRICHE, BEATRIS; nicknames include BEBA. From the Latin name BEATRIX, meaning blessing, she who brings joy, happy, blessed one, divine one, blessed and beloved of God; a name given to a girl who makes people happy. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: BEA, BEATA, BEATRICE, BEATA, BEATRICA, BEATRIKS, BEATRIZ, BEATRYCZE, BEATRYS, BEATRIS, BEBE, BEE, BENITA (Spanish), BENITIA (Spanish), TRICE, TRIX, TRIXEY, TRIXIE (English). 



BERINA.  May be related to the Bulgarian word bera meaning pick, gather. -ina is a Slavic feminine name ending.



BERTA. From the Teutonic beraht meaning bright, famous, shining; or from the Old German meaning courageous, bright, glorious one; or from the Old English meaning bright, famous; or from the English meaning noble, glorious. Bertha was the Teutonic goddess of fertility. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning include BERDINE, BERRTA, BERRTE, BERRTI, BERRTINA, BERRTY, BERT, BERTE, BERTHA, BERTHE, BERTI, BERTIE, BERTINA, BERTINE, BERTUS, BERTUSKA, BERTY, BIRD, BIRDIE, BIRDY, CLYDIA (Greek), ELBERTE, ELBERTINA, ELBERTINE, ELBERTYNA. 



BILJANA, BILIANA, BILIANAL. May be related to the name JANNAH, a form of the name JANE, from JOANNE, feminine form of JOHN, from the Hebrew meaning God's gracious gift. 



BISERA, BISERKA; nicknames include BISA.  The Bulgarian word biser means pearl, from the name of the concretions formed in the shells of some mollusks. See MARGARETA for other names with similar meanings.

 

BISTRA. May be related to the Bulgarian word bistur meaning clear. Bistraitsa is the name of a Bulgarian village.



BLAGA (BLA-ga), BLAGOJKA. An indigenous Bulgarian name. The Bulgarian word blag means gentle, kind, kindly, kind-hearted, good-natured, sweet-tempered, sweet, mild. Related Bulgarian feminine surnames include Blagoeva. Blaga Dimitrova was a woman poet from Bulgaria and vice president of Bulgaria in 1992. 



BLAGORODNA, BLAGORODKA. The Bulgarian word blag means gentle, kind, kindly, kind-hearted, good-natured, sweet-tempered, sweet, mild. The Bulgarian word rod meaning birth, origin, kin.  Naming Day may be Celebrated on Koleda (Christmas). 



BLAGOVESTA. From the Bulgarian, meaning good (tender) news.  The Bulgarian word blag means gentle, kind, kindly, kind-hearted, good-natured, sweet-tempered, sweet, mild.  Naming Day may be celebrated on March 25th.   



BODKA. May be related to the Bulgarian word bod meaning stitch; or it may be a nickname for names ending in -bod, such as SVOBODA. The suffix -ka is probably used to denote a familiarity and is often used as an affectionate nickname, or it may be from the Slavic meaning small. 



BOGDANA, BOGDANKA; nicknames include BONA, BONKA, DANA, DANKA. A common female name in Bulgaria. From the Slavic bog dan meaning gift from God, God’s gift, God given; or from the Ukrainian meaning given by God. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: BOHDANA (Slavic), GODGIFU (Anglo-Saxon), GODIVA. Related Slavic paternal family names include Bogdanovskaia. Naming Day may be celebrated on January 11 or on Yordanovden, January 6th.    



BOGOMILA. From the Polish meaning God’s peace. Naming Day may be celebrated on January 11 



BONA; nicknames include BONKA. From the Slavic meaning pain; or a Bulgarian nickname for BOGDANA, BOYANA, or BONNIE. Naming Day may be celebrated on any day associated with any of those names.    



BONKA. A common Female name in Bulgaria. A nickname for BONA, BOGDANA, or BOYANA. Naming Day may be celebrated on January 11 or on Yordanovden, January 6th.  



BORISLAVA; nicknames include BORIKA. From the Slavic meaning battle glory, a fighter, battle, a born warrior, battler, stand, fight, warrior, from the word bor meaning battle plus slav meaning glory; or from the Russian meaning great warrior; or from the Polish meaning stranger-glory. Related Slavic feminine surnames include Borisova. Naming Day is usually celebrated May 2, but it may be celebrated on July 24th for Sts. Boris & Gleb.



BORJANA, BORJANKA, BORYANA. From the Slavic word element bor meaning pine tree. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: BORYANKA. Naming Day for most names having to do with a flower or a tree may be celebrated on Palm Sunday.  



BOSILKA. This is a Bulgarian indigenous name which discloses its meaning easily, from the Bulgarian word meaning sweet basil. It is popular in the Sofia villages. 



BOYKA, BOJANA, BOGINJA, BOYANA, BOJANKA, BOGINKA, 

BOJKA; nicknames include BONA, BONKA. From the Bulgarian meaning daring, brave, militant, ready to fight, a fighting spirit. This has positive implications in the Bulgarian language. 



BOZHANA, BOZHANKA. A common female name in Bulgaria. From the Slavic meaning divine.  Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: THEOPIA (Greek). Naming Day may be Celebrated on Koleda (Christmas). 



BOZHIDARKA, BOSHAE. From the Slavic meaning God's blow. 



BOZHURA, BOZHURKA.  From the Bulgarian meaning peony. It is a typical female name in Sofia villages.



BRIGITA. From the Irish Gaelic meaning protective, strong; or from the Irish meaning high goddess, the high one, strength. This name was the result of a break with custom when some Bulgarian parents named their children after movie stars. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: BRIDGET, BIRGIT (Scandinavian), BIDDIE, BIDDY, BRIDE, BRIDIE, BRIGHID, BRIGID, BRIGIT, BRIGITTA, BRIGITTE, BRIT, BRITA, BRITT, BRYGID, BRYGIDA (Polish), GIDGE, GIDGET. This was the name of a Irish goddess who presided over poetry. There is a Saint Bridget, the patron saint of Sweden. 



BRILJANTINA. Related to the Bulgarian word brilyant meaning diamond; from the English meaning of high value, brilliant, precious diamond stone, diamond like, priceless; a name for a girl who is cherished more than diamonds. -ina is a Slavic feminine name ending. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: BRILYANTINA, DIAMANDA (English), DIAMANTA (French), DIAMANTE (English), DIAMOND, DIAMONIQUE (English), DIAMONTINA.



BUCHA. May be related to the Bulgarian word boucha meaning rumble, roar; or the Bulgarian word buchka meaning small lump. The Bulgarian suffix -cha means foretell, hope.



BURJA, BURJANA, BURYANA. From the Slavic meaning storm. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: BURYA, BURZA.



CAELIA. From the name CECILIA, the feminine form of CECIL, from the Latin meaning dim-sighted one, blind; or from the Old and Middle English meaning blind one; or from the Latin meaning lover of harmony. It is from the Roman family name Caecilius. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: CECIL, CECILE, CECILIJA, CECILY (English), CECYLIA, CEIL, CELA, CELIA, CELIE, CELINE, CICELY (Old and Middle English), CILI, CILKA (Slavic), CISSY, SHAYLA, SHEILA (Irish Gaelic), SISSIE, SISSY. Saint Cecilie was the blind patron saint of music. 



CANKA. May be a form of names ending in -can, or may be a variation of the name ZANKA. The suffix -ka is probably used to denote a familiarity and is often used as an affectionate nickname, or it may be from the Slavic meaning small. 



CAREVNA. May be related to the Slavic term czarvina meaning a woman who is a tzar. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: SAREVNA.



CECA, CECKA. May be related to the Slavic masculine name CHACHA, meaning stroke. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: CHACA, CHECA, CHECHAM, SECA, SESA, SECKA, SESCA, SESKA, TSESA, ZESA, ZESKA.



CEZARKA. From the Latin name CAESAR, meaning long-haired, hairy, hairy child; or emperor, tsar, Kaiser, shah. 



CHERESHKA. From the Bulgarian word cheresha meaning cherry. The suffix -ka is probably used to denote a familiarity and is often used as an affectionate nickname, or it may be from the Slavic meaning small. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: CHERISE, CHERRI, CHERRIE. 



CHRISTINA, CRYSTA, HRISTA, HRISTAKIJA, HRISTENA, HRISTINA, HRISTINKA, KRISTINA, KROSTOMA, KRQSTANA, KRQSTANKA, KRQSTENA, KRQSTINA, KRQSTINKA, KRYSTANA. A common female name in Bulgaria. From the Greek meaning anointed, Christian, Christ; or from the Latin meaning Christian. -ine and -ina are Slavic feminine name endings. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: CHRIS, CHRISSIE, CHRISSY, CHRISSTA, CHRISTA, CHRISTAN, CHRISTANA, CHRISTANNE, CHRISTEEN, CHIRSTEENA, CHRISTEN, CHRISTENA, CHRISTENE, CHRISTIANA, CHRISTIAN, CHRISTIANA, CHRISTIANNE, CHRISTINA, CHRISTINE (English, French), CHRISTY, CHRISTYNA, CHRISTYNE, CHRYSTAL, CHRYSTINA, CRISTEN, CRISTIN, CRISTYN, KHRISTIA, KHRISTINA, KHRISTJA, KHRISTYA, KIRSTEN (Scandinavian), KIRSTIE, KIRSTIN (Scottish, Scandinavian), KHR’STINA, KRISTEL, KRISTEN, KRISTIN, KRISTINA (Czech, Swedish), KRISTINE (English), KIRSTY (Scottish, Scandinavian), KIT, KRIS, KRISKA, KRISSIE, KRISSY, KRISTA (Czech, Estonian, Scandinavian and Latin), KRISTIANA, KRISTIE, KRISTY, KRISTYNA, KRISZTINA, KRISZTA, KRUSTENA, KRYSTAL, KRYSIA (Polish), KRYSTEL, KRYSTEN, KRYSTIN, KRYSTJANA, KRYSTKA, KRYSTLE, KRYSTYNA (Polish), STINA, STINE, TEENA, TENIA, TENJA, TENYA, TINA (English). Related Slavic feminine surnames include Khristianova; related Bulgarian feminine surnames include Hristova. Naming Day would probably be celebrated on Christmas. It may be celebrated on September 14th. 



DAFINA, DAFNIS, DAFINKA. From the Greek meaning laurel, bay tree, laurel maiden, victorious. The laurel was the symbol of victory. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: DAFF, DAFFIE, DAFFY, DAPH, DAPHNE, FENNIE, PEHNNIE. The name of a nymph that was turned into a laurel bush to escape the attentions of Apollo in Greek mythology. Naming Day for most names having to do with a flower or a tree may be celebrated on Palm Sunday.  



DALILA. A biblical name, from the Swahili meaning gentil, the gentle temptress; or from the Hebrew meaning gentle girl. Betrayer of the Biblical Samson. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: DALILAH, DAMARA (Greek), DAMARIS (Greek), DELILA, DELILAH, LILA, MARA (Greek), MARIS (Greek).  



DAMJANKA, DAMYANA, DAMYANIA. From the Greek meaning taming, makes men gentle, to tame. 



DANA, DANKA. A common female name in Bulgaria. Bulgarian nicknames for BOGDANA, YORDANA, or DANIELA. DANA could also be from the Celtic meaning from Denmark, or possibly from a surname. DANA is found mainly in western Bulgaria. Dana was the mother of the Gods in myths, Goddess of the forces of nature.  Naming Day may be celebrated on any day associated with any of those names.    



DANIELA, DANAILKA; nicknames include DANA, DANKA. From the Hebrew meaning God is my judge, God will judge. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: DAN, DANAH, DANELLA, DANELLE, DANETTE, DANEY, DANIA, DANICA, DANICE, DANIELA,  DANIELEA, DANIELLE (French), DANISE, DANITA, DANITZA, DANJA, DANNA, DANNAH, DANNALEE, DANNEE, DANNELL, DANNELLE, DANNI, DANNIA, DANNIE, DANNON, DANNY, DANTINEA (English), DANUTA, DANY, DANYA, ELLA, ELLE. DANNAH was a biblical place name.  Related Slavic paternal family names include Danilova. Naming Day is usually celebrated on December 17.   



DARA, DARIANA, DARIYA. From the Hebrew meaning pearl of wisdom, house of compassion or wisdom; or from the Old and Middle English meaning courageous, daring, strong. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: DARBY, DARCY, DARIA, DARJA (Slovenia), DARYA. 



DARINA, DARINKA. A form of the masculine name DARIUS, from the Persian meaning possess good, from the Greek form of the Persian darayavahush, composed of the elements daraya which means to possess and vahu which means good.  Another possibility is that it could be from the Greek meaning wealthy queen; or a form of the name DARA. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: DARIA. Darius the Great was a king of Persia. Naming Day is usually celebrated on December 12. 



DELKA. May be related to the Slavic word element elka which means fir tree, Christmas/New Year’s tree. The suffix -ka is probably used to denote a familiarity and is often used as an affectionate nickname, or it may be from the Slavic meaning small. Naming Day for most names having to do with a flower or a tree may be celebrated on Palm Sunday.  



DENISLAVA. From the shortened form of DIONYSOS, from the Greek meaning follower of Dionysius, of Dionysus, wine goddess, wine lover, from Dionysis; combined with the Slavic element slava meaning praise, glory. Naming Day is most likely celebrated on October 3.



DENIS, DENICA, DENIZA, DENKA. The shortened form of DIONYSOS, from the Greek meaning follower of Dionysius, of Dionysus, wine goddess, wine lover, from Dionysis. Dionysos was the classical Greek god of wine, ecstatic trance, responsible for growth of vines and originator of winemaking (equivalent to Roman God Bacchus); he was originally of Thracian origin, son of Artemis. He originally was also the god of plants, nature, creativity, irrationality, and merry-making. He was a son of Zeus. He was connected with Hades, death and rebirth. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: CIDNEY, CYDNEE (English), CYDNEY, DANI, DENEI, DENESIA, DENICE, DENISA, DENISE (French), DENICE, DENICHA (Slavic), DENIECE, DENINTSA (Slavic), DENNIE, DENNY, DENYCE, DENYS, SYDNEY (English). Saint Denis is the patron saint of France. Naming Day is most likely celebrated on October 3.



DESISLAVA, DESSISLAVA; nicknames include DESSI. From the Slavic meaning where is glory?. The Bulgarian word slava means glory; name; fame, celebrity; reputation; kudos. One of the ten most common girls names in Sofia in 1979. Some Bulgarian-Americans have altered this name to DACEY. Naming Day is most likely celebrated on October 3.



DESPA, DESPINA. May be related to the Slavic term des referring to ten. -ina is a Slavic feminine name ending.



DETELINA. Detelina is the Bulgarian word for clover. The name means clover, meadow blossom, from the flower. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning include CLAEFER, CLOVER, CLOVIE. Naming Day for most names having to do with a flower or a tree may be celebrated on Palm Sunday.  



DIANA, DIJANA, DJANA, DEANNA, DEANA, DEJANA, DEVINIJA, DIAN, DIYAN, DIVNA, DEVI. The name DIANA is from the Latin meaning divine, goddess; the divine moon Goddess. Diana was the Roman Goddess of the Moon and the Chase.  Other forms of the name originated from the masculine name DEAN, either from the Old English meaning dweller in the valley; or from the Latin meaning dean. Diana was the Roman name of the Greek moon goddess ARTEMIS. She was Apollo’s sister, godess of wildlife and the hunt. The warrior maiden HARPALYCE was the Thracian personification of Artemis. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: DEALLNA, DEAN, DEANA (Anglo-Saxon), DEANE, DEANN, DEANNA, DEANNE, DEDE, DEDI, DEE, DEEANA, DEEANNA, DEEDI, DEENA, DEFINA (English), DENA, DENE, DENEEN, DENICA, DEONA, DEONDRA, DEONNA, DEONNE, DEVA (Sandskrit), DEVAN, DEVANA, DEVANNA, DEVEN, DEVINIA, DEVINIYA, DEVON, DEVONA, DEVONDRA, DEVONNA (English), DEVONNE (English), DEVYN (English), DEVYNA (English), DEVYNN (English), DI, DIAHANN, DIANE (French), DIANNA, DIDI, DINA, DINAH, DYAN (Latin), DYANA, DYANE, DYANNA, DYANNE. The names PHOEBE and CYNTHIA are related. 



DICHKA.  May be a nickname, a form of any name ending in -dich. The suffix -ka is probably used to denote a familiarity and is often used as an affectionate nickname, or it may be from the Slavic meaning small. Related Bulgarian feminine surnames include Dicheva.



DIKA.  The Slavic phrase dika refers either to praise, pride; or wild, savage. A Roma name.



DILJANA, DILJANKA; nicknames include DILKA. From the Old Welch meaning of the sea, from the sea, son of the waves, man from the sea. The name of the Welsh god of the sea.  Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: DELLORA, DELORA (Latin), DILYANA, DILYANKA.



DIMITRINA; nicknames include DIMA, DIMCA, DIMKA, MITRA. A feminine form of the name DEMETRIUS, from the Greek meaning follower of Demeter, belonging to Demeter, given to the earth goddess. MITRA is found mainly in western, DIMKA mainly in eastern Bulgaria. Demetria was the Greek Goddess of the corn and harvest; the fertility Goddess.  Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: DEMETRIA (Greek), DEMI, DIMITRI, MICHKA, MITA, MITANA, MITKA, MITSA, MITYA. Naming Day is most likely celebrated October 26th for Great Martyr Demetrius. It might be celebrated on May 19th for St. Dimitri of the Don.



DINA; nicknames include DINKA.  From the Hebrew meaning judged, vindicated, justified, avenged; or from the English meaning from the valley. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: DYNAH, DINAH (American). Related Bulgarian feminine surnames include Dineva. An old Testament name, the daughter of Jacob and Leah. 



DINKA.  May either be a form of the name DINA; or related to the Slavic name element din which means breath. The suffix -ka is probably used to denote a familiarity and is often used as an affectionate nickname, or it may be from the Slavic meaning small. 



DJULA. To avoid common names, some Bulgarians adopted the occupations or trades of their fathers, using corresponding Turkish words. So may have come the name DYULA meaning mason, instead of ZINDAR. Another possibility is that it is related to the Bulgarian word djulya which means quince, quince-tree. Related Bulgarian paternal surnames include Dyulgerov, Zidarov. Naming Day for most names having to do with a flower or a tree may be celebrated on Palm Sunday.  



DOBRA, DOBRINKA, DOBRINA. This is a Bulgarian indigenous name which discloses its meaning easily, the feminine Bulgarian word dobra means good, kind. Sentimental parents gave their children these names wishing their children to be good. The masculine form of the name is DOBRI. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: DOBRILA.



DOBROSLAVA. From the Slavic name elements dobro meaning good, kind combined with slava meaning glory.



DOLJA. The Slavic prefix dol- means distant. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: DOLYA.



DONA, DONKA (also Roma). Common female names in Bulgaria. Forms of the name ANTOANETA or ANDRIANA. In 1979, DONKA was one of the most popular names in the Bourgas and Rousse regions. Naming Day may be celebrated on any of the days associated with those names. 



DORA. From the Greek meaning gift; or a nickname for ADORA, THEODORA, TODORA. The Slavic prefix do- means up to a certain point, completion, or add to. It has been very popular among city women in Bulgaria. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: DODIE, DODY, DORE, DODY, DOREEN, DORELLE, DORENE, DORES (Portugese), DORETTA, DORETTE, DORIN, DORIT, DORY, DORIS. Naming Day may be celebrated at the start of Lent, Saturday 6 weeks before the Easter.  



DOSTA, DOSTENA. When too many girls were born to a family wishing to have a boy, the fourth or fifth baby girl is given this name, which means in Bulgarian enough. The idea behind this superstition is to encourage fate to be kind and send a boy at last. The Slavic prefix do- means up to a certain point, completion, or add to. 



DRAGA, DRAGANA, DRAGANKA, DRAGINKA; nicknames may include GANETA, GANKA, GANA. The name is from the Slavic word dragosz which stems from drag, with the basic meaning in all Slavic languages of dear, the dear one, or the one who is loved; dragoste means love. The name Dragos has Latin roots. The masculine form of the name is DRAGAN. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: DRAGICA.



DRENKA. May be a form of the name EDRENKA. The suffix -ka is probably used to denote a familiarity and is often used as an affectionate nickname, or it may be from the Slavic meaning small. 



DUKATINA. May be related to the Slavic name element dukh which means spirit, soul. -ina is a Slavic feminine name ending.



DUSHKA. This is a Bulgarian indigenous name which discloses its meaning easily, from the Bulgarian word dusha meaning soul, spirit. It is a term of endearment. Other forms of the name include DUSA, DUSANKA, DUSCHA (Russian), DUSICKA, DUSKA.  



DVORA, DEBORA. From the Hebrew meaning bee,  the bee, an industrious woman who looks only for what is sweet in life. The Slavic element dvor means court. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: BEBBIE, DEB, DEBBA, DEBBI, DEBBIE, DEBBY, DEBOR, DEBORA, DEBORAH (American), DEBRA, DEVORA, DEBORA, PCHELA, PCHELKA. Related Slavic paternal surnames include Pchelin. Dvora was the name of the nurse of Rebecca in the Old Testament. Also in the Old Testament, the name of a heroine who led the Israelites in defeating the Canaanites.  



DZHINA. May be related to the Slavic name element dusha which means spirit, Soul. -ina is a Slavic feminine name ending. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: DJINA. 



EDELVAJS, EDELVAYS. From the German meaning noble, generous, the high mountain flower mountain star or edelweiss. Naming Day for most names having to do with a flower or a tree may be celebrated on Palm Sunday.  



EDRENKA. The prefix ed- is from the Old English meaning prosperity, fortunate. The suffix -ka is probably used to denote a familiarity and is often used as an affectionate nickname, or it may be from the Slavic meaning small. 



EFKA. Probably a nickname for any of the names beginning with ef-, such as EFRIDIJA, EFROSINA.



EFRIDIJA. May be related to the name ALFREDA, from the Teutonic meaning elfin; or from the Old and Middle English meaning little elf, elf counselor, elf ruler; or from the Irish with an unknown meaning. The prefix alf- means  elf, supernatural being from Old English aelf, Old Norse alfr. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: AFREDA, ALEY, ALFIE, ALFRE, ALFREY, ALFRIDA, ALFRIE, ALFY, ELFREDA, ELFRIDA, ELVA, ELVINA, FREDA, FREDDA, FREDDIE, FREDDY, FREIDA, FREYDA.



EFROSINA, EFROSINIJA, EFROSINKA. May be related to the name AFRODITA. -ina and -ka are Slavic feminine name endings. Other forms of the name include EFROSINIA, OPROSINIIA.



EKATERINA, IASNA, KATA, KATALINA, KATERINA, KATERINKA, KATINA; nicknames may include KATJA, KATKA, KATYA. From the Greek meaning pure maiden, clean. A Slavic variation of the Greek name AIKATERINA or CATHERINE,  meaning pure, pure one. EKATERINA is a common female name in Bulgaria and may be from the Greek with an unknown origin. It has been linked with Greek word aikia meaning torture, but that theory is unlikely. The Romans derived it from Greek word katharos meaning pure and changed their spelling from KATERINA to KATHARINA to reflect this. KATA is found mainly in western, KATYA in eastern, KATINA mainly in southwestern Bulgaria. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: ATALIE (Swiss), CADI (Welsh), CAIT, CAITLIN (Irish), CAITRIN, CARIN, CARYN (English), CARYNN, CASS, CASSEY, CASSIE, CASSY, CAT (English), CATARIN, CATARINA, CATE, CATERINA, CATERINE, CATHARINA, CATHARINE, CATHE, CATHERINE (American), CATHI, CATHIA (English), CATHIE, CATHLEEN, CATHLENE, CATHRINA, CATHRINE, CATHRYN, CATHY (American), CATLIE, CATLIN, CATLINA, CATRIN (Welsh), CATRINA, CATTI, CATTIE, CATTY, ELAINE, KADEE (English), KADI (English), KADIA, KADIAN, KADIE, KADIENNE, KADY, KAEDEE, KAREN (Danish), KARENA, KARA, KARAN, KARIN, KARINA, KARON, KARREN, KARRIN, KARYN, KASSIA, KAT, KATA (Slavic), KATALIN (American), KATARINA, KATARINE, KATARZYNA (Polish), KATE (American), KATELIN (Medieval English), KATELINE (Medieval English), KATELINN (Medieval English), KATELYN, KATELYNN (Medieval English), KATERINA, KATHERINE (English), KATHERYN, KATHIE, KATHLEEN (English), KATHRINE, KATHRYN, KATHRYNN, KATHY (American), KATI, KATIA, KATICA, KATIE (American), KATILYN (English), KATINKA, KATLIN (Medieval English), KATIUSHIN (Slavic), KATIUSHA (Slavic), KATLYN (Medieval English), KATLYNN (Medieval English), KATLYNNE (Medieval English), KATOKA, KATRINA (Scottish), KATRINE, KATRUSHA (Slavic), KAT’RYNA (Slavic), KATUNIA (Slavic), KATUSCHA, KATY, KATYENKA, KATYUSKA, KAYIYN (Greek), KAYLEE, KISKA, KIT (American), KITTY, KOTO, LENA, LENOCHKA (also related to the name ELENA), LIN, TINKA, TRINA, YEKATERINA. ELENA is also sometimes a nickname for this name. KATHLEEN may also be from the Celtic meaning little darling, dear to my heart. The name belonged to a Christian martyr who was tortured on the famous spiked Catherine wheel. Catherine the Great was an empress of Russia. The name was also borne by three of king Henry the Eighth's wives. It was also the name of an Egyptian martyr. A Naming Day is probably celebrated on November 24th for Great Martyr Catherine. 



ELENA (e-LE-na) (also Roma), ELEN, ELENICA, ELIN, GALYA, GALIA, GALJA, ELENKA, ELINKA, GALINKA, LENA, LINKA; nicknames include AIDA, ALENA, ELKA. From the Slavic or Russian, a variation of the Latin or Greek name HELEN, meaning bright, beautiful, a torch, the bright one; light, bright one; from the Greek word helios meaning sun; from the Hebrew meaning God has redeemed; from the Old and Middle English meaning light, most beautiful woman; from the Russian meaning shining brightly, light; from the Celtic meaning comely, fair. It is probably related to the light of the sun. According to tradition, the most beautiful woman, Helen of Troy. In mythology the abduction of Zeus’s mortal daughter Helen sparked the Trojan War.  The Bulgarian word elen also means deer. In 1979, ELENA was one of the most popular names in the Bourgas and Rousse regions. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: AIDA, AILEEN (Irish), AILENE, AKEMI (Japanese), ALANE (Celtic), ALEEN, ALEENA, ALENA, ALENAH, ALENE, ALENKA, ALINA (Russian), ALINE, ALLEEN, ALLENA, ALLENE, ALLINE, ALLYNA, ALLYNAH, ALLYNE, ALYNA, ALYNAH, ALYNE, EILEEN (Irish Gaelic), EILENE, ELAINE (French), ELANA, ELAYNA, ELAYNE, ELEN, ELENE, ELENI, ELENISA, ELIAE, ELINOR, ELLA, ELLE, ELLEE, ELLEN (English), ELLENA, ELLENE, ELLESSE, ELLIA, ELLIE, ELLY, ELLYN, ELNA, ELNORA, ELYNN, GALENKA (Russian), GALINA (Russian), GALOCHKA (Russian), GAYLA (Russian), HELENA, HELENE, HELLI, ICA, ILA, ILEANA, ILENE, ILI, ILKA, ILON, ILONA, ILUSKA, INA, LAINEY, LAINIE, LANA (English), LAYNE, LAYNEY, LEENA, LEENAH, LENA, LENAH, LENCI, LENIA, LENJA, LENOCHKA, LENORA, LENUSCHKA, LENUSIA, LENUSJA, LENUSYA, LENYA, LENYUSHKA, LIOLIA, LIOLJA, LIOLYA, LILA, LINA (Roma), LINAH, LYALECHKA, LYALYA, LYNA, LYNAH, LYALECHKA, LYALYA, NELL, NITSAOLENA, OLENA, YALENA, YELENA. ELENA is also a nickname for ALEXANDRA, EKATRINA, or ELENORA. The name of the legendary woman whose kidnapping by Paris was the cause of the Trojan War. Also, the famous mother of emperor Constantine. Naming days might include May 21st for St. Constantine & Helen. Elin Pelin, born 1878, was a Bulgarian writer of shot stories based on regional themes.



ELEANORA, ALEANORA, ELENORA, ELEONOR, ELEONORA, LEONORA; nicknames may include LORA, NELIJA, NELLI, NORA. A name borrowed from Europe, not a Bulgarian name. May be from the Teutonic with an unknown meaning; or may be related to the Old and Middle English names meaning light, elf, beautify fairy. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: ALEANOR, ALENOR, ALEONORE, ELEANORE, ELENOR, ELENORA, ELENORE, ELEONOR, ELIANORA, ELINOR, ELLA, ELLADINE, ELLE, ELLEANOR, ELLEANORA, ELLEN, ELLENE, ELLENORA, ELLENORE, ELLEE, ELLESSE, ELLI, ELLIA, ELLIE, ELLIN, ELLINOR, ELLINORE, ELLY, ELLYN, ELNA, ELNORA, ENORA, HELEANOR, HELEONOR, HELENA, HELENORA, LEANORA, LENORA, LENORE, LEONORE, LEORA, LINA (Roma), NELDA, NELL, NELLE, NELLEY,  NELLI, NELLIE, NELLY, NONNIE, NORAH, NORINA.  



ELI. From the Hebrew meaning offering, high, faithful of God. Eli was a high priest of Israel and a teacher of Samuel in the Old Testament. Naming Days include May 21st for St. Constantine & Helen. 



ELISAVETA, ELICA, ELICHKA, ELISEJNA, ELITSA, ELIZA, ELIZABET, ELIZABETA, ELZA, IZABELA, IZABELLA, LISAVETA; nicknames may include BORKA, ILIJKA, ILZA, ILZE, LIZA. ELISAVETA is a common female name in Bulgaria. A form of the Hebrew name ELIZABETH, meaning consecrated to God, dedicated to God, oath of God, God take my oath, my God is bountiful, God of plenty, God is a swearer. ELIZA is also from the French meaning faithful, mirthful. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: BELICIA, BELLE, BESS, BESSIE, BESSY, BETA (Slavic), BETH, BETI (American), BETSEY, BETSY (American), BETT, BETTE, BETTI, BETTINA (Spanish or Italian), BETTINE, BETTY (American), BORSCA, BOSKE, BOZI (Hungarian), BOZSI, ELISA (American), ELISABET, ELISABETH, ELISABETTA, ELISE, ELISSA, ELITA, ELISAVEFA, ELISSA, ELIZAVETA, ELSA (German, Dutch or Danish), ELSBETH, ELSE, ELSEBIN, ELSEY, ELSIE (old German), ELSPET (Scottish), ELSPETH, ELSY, ELYSE, ELYSIA, ELYSSA (English), ELYZA, ELZBIETA, ERSSKE, ERZEBET, ERZSI, ERZOK, HELSA, ILSA, ILSE (English), ISABEL (old Spanish), ISABELLE, LIB, LIBBEY, LIBBY, LIESA (German), LISA (American), LISABETH, LISBETH, LISE, LISETTE, LISETTINA, LISIL, LISILKA, LISSA, LIZ, LIZABETA, LIZANKA, LIZBET, LIZABETH, LIZBETH, LIZETTE, LIZZIE, LIZZY, PERZSIKE, PERZSIN, SPELA (Slavic for Betty), SZISZI, YELIZAVETA, ZSIZSI, ZIZI, ZOKA. Related Slavic feminine surnames include Nazarova. Elizabeth was the name of the wife of Aaron in the Old Testament, and the mother of John the Baptist in the New Testament. It was also the name of two English queens. Elisaveta Bagryana was a Bulgarian poet, editor, translator, and writer of children's literature; the pseudonym of Elisaveta Belcheva. Naming Day could be celebrated on Sava, December 5th, for St. Sabbas the Sanctified; or on September 5.  



ELKA. A very old Bulgarian name.  It may be related to the Slavic name element elka which refers to the fir tree, New Year’s/Christmas tree; or it may be from the Old German name ALISE, meaning noble, nobility, noble one, of noble kind; or from the Greek meaning truthful one; or from the Old/Middle English meaning truthful, truth, noble; or a Bulgarian nickname for ELENA. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: ELISKA. Naming Days include May 21st for St. Constantine & Helen. Naming Day for most names having to do with a flower or a tree may be celebrated on Palm Sunday.  



EMILIA (also Roma), AMALIYA, AMALYA, AMELIYA, EMILIJA. From the male name EMIL, from the Teutonic meaning energetic, or work; or from the Latin meaning eager to please, or industrious; or  possibly from the Roman family name Aemilius, which means rival. From the name AMELIA, from the Teutonic or Old German meaning industrious, from the English meaning industrious, striving. AMELIA may have a different root from the name AMALIA (EMILY) which is from the Latin, a clan name, possibly from the Roman family name Aemilius, which means rival.  But the nickname EMILY has been used for both. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: AIMIL, AIMILIONA, AMALEA, AMALEE, AMALETA, AMALIE, AMALIJA (Russian), AMALINA, AMALINE, AMALITA, AMALIYA, AMALYNA, AMALYNE, AMALYTA, AMELIA (American), AMELIE, AMELINA, AMELINE, AMELITA, AMELIYA, AMELYNA, AMELYNE, AMELYTA, AMILIA, AMY (American), AYMIL, EIMILE, EM, EMALEE, EMALIA, EMELDA, EMELEA, EMELEN, EMELIA (American), EMELINA, EMELINE, EMELY, EMELYNE, EMERA, EMILA, EMILE, EMILEA, EMILIE (French or German), EMILION, EMILITA, EMILYAN, EMLEN, EMLIN, EMLYN, EMMA, EMMALINE, EMMEY, EMMIE, EMMY, LIA, MALI, MALIA, MALIKA, MALCSI, MALIKA, MEL, MELITA (Slavic), MELLIE, MIL, MILENA, MILLIE (American), MILLY.  



ELMIRA. May be from the Old English or Teutonic meaning noble famous one, noble, the feminine form of the masculine name ELMER; or from the Persian/Aramaic name ALMIRA meaning princess, exalted one; or from the East Indian/Hindu; or a nickname for MIRASLAVA; or mir may be from the Slavic and may refer to peace, great, or the earth. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: ALMA, ALMARINE, ALMERA, ALMERIA, ALMIE, ALMY, ELLA, ELLE, ELLIE, ELLY, ELMA, ELMYRA, MARA (Slovenian), MERA, MIRA, MYRA.



EMMA, EMA. An ancient name, from the Old German meaning embracing everything; or from the Teutonic meaning whole, universal one, universal, one who heals the universe;  meaning a woman of command.  Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: EM, EMELINA, EMELINE, EMELYNE, EMMALINE, EMMALYN, EMMELINE, EMMET, EMMETTE, EMMI, EMMIE, EMMOT, EMMY, EMMYE, IRMA, MEELINE. It is also a nickname for AMELIA. Emma was the mother of Edward the Confessor. 



EMONA. May be a nickname related to the name DESDEMONA, from the Greek meaning one born under an unlucky star, after the heroine of Shakespeare’s Othello. 



EMRACH.



ENIO, ENCO.  Related to the name YANA, YANKA. Naming Day may be celebrated June 24th.   



ENKA. From the Esperanto meaning victorious. This is a suffix for many nicknames. The suffix -ka is probably used to denote a familiarity and is often used as an affectionate nickname, or it may be from the Slavic meaning small. 



ENNY. May be a nickname for any name that includes the syllable -en-.



ERMENKA. May be a nickname for a name related to ERMA, from the Old German meaning army maid, warrior woman, commanding woman; or from the Teutonic meaning warrior maid, battle maid, warrior heroine, a handmaiden of the warriors of Balhalla; one who leads victorious armies into battle. The masculine form of the name is ARMAND, from the Teutonic meaning army man. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: ARMINA, ARMINE, ARMINIA, BATHILDA, BATHILDE, BEADU (English), BEDA (Anglo-Saxon), BRUNHILD, BRUNHILDA, BRUNHILDE, CHLOE, CLOE, CLOTHILDA, CLOTHILDE, CLOTILDA, CLOTILDE, ERMINA, ERMINIA, ERMINIE, HERMIA, HERMINE, HERMIONE, HETDT, HILD, HILDA, HILDE, HILDIE, HILDY. 



EVA, EVELINA, IVELINE.  From the Hebrew word chavva meaning life giving. The name means live giver, giver of life, life. Modern Bulgarian couples sometimes broke with tradition and named their children in accord with their cultural background and philosophy of life; some parents obsessed named their children after movie stars, such as Evelina in 1928. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: EBBA (Anglo-Saxon), EVIKE, EVACSKA, EVE (English), EVELEEN, EVELINA, EVELINE, EVITA, EVONNE, EVIE, EWA (Polish). EVELYN may be a form of the name. EVA is also a nickname for the name EVANGELINE. Eve and Adam of the Old Testament were supposedly the first people. Naming Day may be celebrated on March 25th.   



EVANGELICA, VANGELIJA, VANGELINA, EVANGELIJA, EVANGELINA, EVANTIJA. From the Greek meaning one who brings good news, bringer of good news, bearer of glad tidings. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: EVA, EVANGELINE, EVANGELLA, EVE, VANCY, VANGIE, VANGY. Naming Day may be celebrated on March 25th.   



EVDOKIJA, EVDOKIVA, EVDOKIYA; nicknames may include EVDA. From the Slavic meaning glorious; or from the Greek meaning good will. EVDA is found mainly in southwestern, EVDOKIYA mainly in western Bulgaria. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: EVDOKEIA, OVDIUKHA, OVDOKEA, OVDOKYIA. Evdokiya was a princess of Bulgaria, sister to Boris III.



EVGENI, EVGENA, EVGENIA, EVGENICA, EVGENIJA, EVGENIYA; nicknames may include GENKA, HENKA, ZHENI. A form of the name EUGENIA, from the Greek name EUGENIOS meaning aristocrat, well born, noble, a woman of a noble family; from the word eugenes. EVGENIYA renews the old name of GENA. EVGENA is found mainly in western Bulgaria. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: ENA, EUGENIE, EUGENE, EVGENIIA, EVGENIY, EVGENYA, EVGINIA, GENE, GENIE, GINA, REGINA (Greek), YEVGENIY (Slavic), YEVGENYA, ZENYA, ZENECHKA (Greek), ZHENECHKA, ZHENYA (Slavic). Naming Day may be celebrated on Koleduvane on Christmas eve Decemeber 24th. 



EVLAMBIJA. Probably related to the Slavic name EVLAMPIIA meaning good light. The masculine version of the name is EVLAMPII. 



EVTIMIJA, EFTIMKA, EVTIMA, EVTIMKA. From the Greek meaning good natured. EVTIMKA, EVTIMA are found mainly in western Bulgaria. Naming Day is usually celebrated on January 20th. 



FATIMA. From the Arabic meaning to abstain, unknown.



FIDANA, FIDANKA. From the Bulgarian word fidanka meaning sapling. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning include FIDA. Naming Day for most names having to do with a flower or a tree may be celebrated on Palm Sunday.  



FIKIJA. May be a plant; or fik- may refer to God. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: FIKIA, FIKIYA, FIKJA, FIKYA.



FILIPA. From the Greek meaning lover of horses. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning include FILIPINKA (Slavic), FILIPKA (Slavic), FILIPPIIA, PHILIPPA. Naming Day could be celebrated on November 14th for Apostle Philip.  



FLORA, FLORINA; nicknames include LORA; and may be a nickname for FLORIDA. From the Latin meaning flower, flowers. Other forms of the name and names with the same meaning include CLIA (Greek), CLIANTHA (Greek), FLORENTYNA, FLORIDA, FLORINKA, FLORIJANA, FLORICA (Roma), FLORIYANA, FLORKA, FIRENZE, VIRAG. Flora was the name of the Roman goddess of flowers and spring. Naming Day for most names having to do with a flower or a tree may be celebrated on Palm Sunday.  



FLORIDA. A geographical name for Florida, found in 1956. Another possibility is that the name could be related to  FLORENCE, from the Latin meaning of Florence; prosperous, blooming , flourishing. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: FLO, FLORA, FLORE, FLORI, FLORIA, FLORIE, FLORINDA, FLORRI, FLORRIE, FLORRY, FLOSS, FLOSSI, FLOSSIE, FLOSSY, FLORENS.



FORTUNA, FORTOUNA. From the Latin meaning fate, destiny. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same menaing include FORTUNE.



FOTA.  From the Slavic meaning light. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning include FOTINA, FOTINIIA, FOTJA, FOTYA. 



FRANSOAZA. From the Teutonic meaning free; from the Latin meaning free one; or meaning from France. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: FAN, FANCEEN, FANCHON (French), FANCI, FANCIE, FANCY, FANNI (English), FANNIA (English), FANNIE, FANNY, FANTINE, FANYA, FERENG, FERIKE (Teutonic), FRAN, FRANCA, FRANCE, FRANCES, FRANCESCA, FANCHON (French), FRANCI (English), FRANCIA (English), FRANCIE (English), FRANCINE, FRANCISKA, FRANCISZKA, FRANCKA, FRANCOISE (French), FRANK, FRANKI, FRANKIE, FRANKY, FRANNI, FRANNIE, FRANNY, FRANSESCA.



FRIDA.  Feminine form of FREDERICK, from the Teutonic/Old German meaning peaceful ruler, peace, peaceful one, rich peace. Other froms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning include FREDERICA (German), FREDERICKA (English), FRICI, FRIEDA, FRIEDERIKE, FRITZI, FRITZIE, FRYDERYKA.  	

 

FROSKA, FROSA.  May be a form of the name EFROSINA. The Teutonic element os may refer to a god, devine.



GABRIELLA, GABRIELA; nicknames include GABI. From the Hebrew meaning God is my strength, God gives me strength, woman of God, bringer of good news, God’s able-bodied one, hero or heroine of God, fights for the right. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: GABBIE, GABBRE, GABI, GABRIEL, GABRIELA, GABRIELE, GABRIELL, GABRIELLE, GABY. Along Naming Days might include March 26th for the Synaxis of the Archangel Gabriel. 



GACA. The Bulgarian word gasya means put out, extinguish. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: GASA.



GAILA, GAYLA. This name has its roots in the Latin name GAIUS, meaning  to rejoice. It may be a form of the Hebrew name ABIGAIL meaning my father is joy, father's joy, father rejoices. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include ABA, ABAGAIL, ABBE, ABBEY, ABBY, ABIGAYEL, ABRA, GAEL, GAIL, GALE, GAYLE. Abigail was the wife of king David in the Old Testament. Also the name of a servant in The Scornful Lady, a play by Francis Beaumont & John Fletcher; and a lady’s waiting maid. Or the name could be from the  the Old English meaning gay, lively one, happy, joyful, abounding joy, festive party; or from the Old French meaning bright and lively. Other forms of this name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include GAI, GAYLEN, GAYLENE, GAEL, GAIL, GALE,  GAY (Old French), GAYE, GAYLA, GAYLE, JAY, KAE. GAEL is also a term for descendants of the ancient Celts in Scotland; Ireland and the Isle of Man. 



GALATEYA. From the Thracian meaning milk of the goddess. 



GALINA. From the Slavic meaning silent, peaceful.  Also a variety of the name ELENA. Naming Days include May 21st for St. Constantine & Helen. 



GANKA, GANA. A common female name in Bulgaria. Nicknames for DRAGANA, or GERGANA. Naming Day could be celebrated on April 6th for Saint George, or April 23rd for Great Martyr George. 



GAYTANA. From the Bulgarian meaning woolen braiding.



GENA, GENKA. Bulgarian nickname for EVGENI, GERMANA, GENADIYA, GURGENA, GENOVEVA, or old form of the name EVGENI. It is typical of Potevgrad and Pardop districts.  Naming Day may be celebrated on any day associated with any of those names.  



GENOVEVA, ZHENVIEV; nicknames include GHENA (GE-na), JENNA. This name became popular after the play the Long-suffering Genevieve was performed in the 1870’s. GENOVEVA is typical name of the city of Shumen. These names are probably forms of the Cornish name JENNIFER, from the Welsh meaning white-cheeked, fair, smooth, fair one, pale, white, probably the Cornish form of the name GUINEVERE; or a form of the name Old English name GENEVIEVE meaning white wave; or a form of the Welsh name GWEN meaning fair, blessed, white. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: GAYNOR, GEN, GENAYA, GENEVA, GENEVRE, GENNA, GENNIFER, GENNY, GENVRA, GINERVA, GUENEVERE, GUENNA, GUINEVERE, GWENHWYVAR, GWYN (Celtic), GWYNETH (Welsh), GWYNNE (Celtic), JEN, JENALEE, JENALYN, JENALYNN, JENARAE, JENEEN, JENENE, JENETTA, JENI, JENICE, JENIECE, JENIFER, JENILYNN, JENISE, JENITA, JENNA, JENNABEL, JENNAH, JENNALEE, JENNALYN, JENNARAE, JENNESSA, JENNEVA, JENNI, JENNIE, JENNIKA, JENNILEE, JENNILYN, JENNIS, JENNY, JENNY-LEE, JENNYANN, JINNI, JINNY, WENDY, ZENEVIEVA, ZINERVA. Guinevere was a character in The Tales of King Arthur. She was the wife of King Arthur. Ghena Divitorva, born 1941, is a Bulgarian opera singer. 



GERASIMA. From the Slavic meaning venerable. 



GERGIELA, GYURGIELA. A form of the name GEORGE (farmer), or MARIELA. 



GERGINA, DALIYA. A flower name, a dahlia, which means of the valley in Gaelic. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: DAHLIA (Gaelic). Naming Day for most names having to do with a flower or a tree may be celebrated on Palm Sunday.  



GERMANA; nicknames including GENA, GENKA. From the Thracian meaning hot, ardent; from the Latin name GERMANUS meaning of Germany; or from the Latin GEMINI meaning brother, brotherly, twin; of from the Slavic meaning native. May also be related to the Slavic name IMRAN meaning to acquire. 



GERTRUDA. From the Teutonic meaning spear strength. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: GERTRUDE, JEDERT, JERA, JERCA. The name of two famous thirteenth century nuns. GERTRUDA. 



GESHKA. May be a form of a name such as BOGESH. The suffix -ka is probably used to denote a familiarity and is often used as an affectionate nickname, or it may be from the Slavic meaning small. 



GEVA. May be a form of a name ending in -gev.



GICA. May be a form of a name ending in -gic or -gis. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: GISA.



GICHKA. A form of the name DRAGICH, meaning dear, priceless. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: CHICZKA, HICZKA. 



GINA, GINKA. Either a short form of the names GEORGINA, GERGINA, DRAGINA, ANGELINA, or REGINA; or a form of the Slavic name element gin which means young; or from the Japanese meaning silvery. This name is found mainly in northeastern Bulgaria. NNaming day could be celebrated on the Naming Days associated with any of those names.



GIZDANA. From the Bulgarian meaning bonny, pretty, comely, good looking.

 

GJULKA. The Bulgarian word gyulle means shot. The suffix -ka is probably used to denote a familiarity and is often used as an affectionate nickname, or it may be from the Slavic meaning small. 



GLADIOLA. From the Latin meaning gladiolus, gladiolus flower; or meaning small sword. 



GLEDANA. Meaning beloved, darling.



GLORIYA. From the Latin meaning glorious,  glory, glorious one, an illustrious person. The name first appears in George Bernard Shaw's play You Never Can Tell. The name was not used before the twentieth century. This name was often used of Queen Elizabeth I by her sycophantic courtiers. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: GLOIRE, GLORI, GLORIANA, GLORIANE, GLORIANNA, GLORIANNE, GLORY. 



GODESLAVA. From the Slavic meaning capable, or purpose; combined with the element slav meaning fame, glory, from the Russian word slava; or meaning glorious purpose.



GORENKA. The Bulgarian word goren means upper, higher. The suffix -ka is probably used to denote a familiarity and is often used as an affectionate nickname, or it may be from the Slavic meaning small. 



GORICA. The Bulgarian word gore means above; gora means wood, forest.



GOSPODINKA. Gospodin means gentleman in Bulgarian, from the word gospod meaning God, the Lord. The suffix -ka is probably used to denote a familiarity and is often used as an affectionate nickname, or it may be from the Slavic meaning small. 



GOUTA, GOUTKA. From the Bulgarian meaning as sweet as a turtle-dove.



GRACIJA, GRATSIELA, GRATSIYA. May be from the Latin or English name GRACE meaning grace, graceful one, attractive one, charm. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: ENGRACIA, GIORSAL, GRACIA, GRACIE, GRACIELA, GRAYCE, GRAZIA, GRAZINA (Italian).



GRAFA, GRAFINJA, GRAFKA. May be related to the name AGRAFMA, from the Latin or Russian meaning born feet first; or a Roman name; or from the Slavic name AGRIPPA meaning wild horse.  It was a man's name transferred to female use. The masculine form of the name includes AGRIPPA. Another possibility is that there were people who gave glamour to their family names, or at least thought so. Without nobility or royal descent, some longed for family names symbolic of noble origin. So appeared names referring to royalty: Grafov, which was probably from a nickname meaning Count. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: AGRAFENA (Russian), AGRAFINA, AGRIPENA (Slavic), AGRIPPINA, AGRIPPINE, OGRAFENA, OGROFENA, OGROFENKA, OGRUFENA, OGRUFINA. Agrippa was a 7th Century martyr.



GRAMOFONKA. Parents obsessed with technology named their children after the phonograph.



GRIGORITSA, GRIGORKA, GORITSA. A form of the name GREGORY, from the Greek meaning vigilant, watchful; the watchful mother, the eternal matriarch.  Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: GREER (Greek), GREGORIA, GREGORJA (Slovenian), GREGORY. Related Slavic feminine surnames include Grigor'eva, Grigor'evna, Grigor'evskaia, Grigor'ev'skaia, Grishina. Naming Day is most likely celebrated January 25th for St. Gregory the Theologian, or it could be celebrated on January 10th for St. Gregory of Nyssa, March 12th for St. Gregory of Rome, March 10th for St. Gregory of Palamas, November 17th for St. Gregory the Wonderworker.



GROUDKA. Groudka is a Bulgarian word meaning tuber. The name means healthy as a tuber. 



GROZDANKA, GROZDANA, GROZDENA. This is a Bulgarian indigenous name which discloses its meaning easily, grozde means grapes. 



GULUBINA, GQLQBINA This is a Bulgarian indigenous name which discloses its meaning easily, the Bulgarian word gulub means dove, pigeon, bird of peace; symbol of peace. The name means to be free and long-lived as the dove. This is an ancient Slavic name. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: COLUMBA, GOLUBA, GOLUBITSA, JEMIE, JEMIMA (Hebrew), JEMMIE, JONIE, MINA. Related Slavic maternal surnames include Golubitskii. Saint Columbia was a sixth century Irish monk.  



GUNKA. The Bulgarian word gunka means to fold or crease.



GYULA. From the Turkish meaning rose; or from the Slavic, a name of honor meaning second man of the country. 



GURGENA, DZHURDZHA, GEORGENA, GEORGIELA, GERGANA, GUERGANA, GIRGINA, GJURGA, GJURGENA, GURGANA, GYURGA, GYURGENA; nicknames may include GANKA, GANA, GINKA. Feminine version of the name GEORGE, from the Greek or Latin meaning farmer. GYURGENA is typical of Svoge, sofia district. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: DJURDJA, DJURDZHA, DYURDYA, DZHURDJA, DZHURDYA, GEORGANN, GEORGEANNE, GEORGENIA, GEORGENE, GEORGETTA, GEORGETTE (French), GEORGIA (American), GEORGIANA, GEORGIANNA, GEORGIANNE, GEORGIE, GEORGIENNE, GEORGINA, GEORGINE (French), GEORGYANN, GEORGYANNA, GIORGIA, GIORGINA, GIORGYNA, GYORGIKE, JEORJIA, JORCINA, JORGELINA, JORGINA, JORJA, JURGENIA. Related Slavic paternal surnames include Iur'evna. Naming Day could be celebrated on April 6th for Saint George, or April 23rd for Great Martyr George.  



HADEZHDA. Princess of Bulgaria, sister of Boris III.



HALINA. May be related to the Greek name HALI, meaning sea. -ina is a Slavic feminine name ending.



HANA. From the Arabic word hani’a meaning happy, cheerful, laughing, cheerful one; one who is always happy. The Latin equivalent name is HILARE from Latin word hilaris. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning include FILITSATA (Slavic), HANAA, HANIYYA, HAPPY (English), HILARIA, HILAIRE, HILARY, HILLARY, ILARIIA (Slavic), LARA, LARISA (Slavic), LARISSA, LAROCHKA. 



HARALAMPIYA, HARALAMPIJA, HARITINA.  From the Greek meaning bright with joy, shining joy, joy shines; or charming. HARITINA is a name typical of Koprivshtitsa. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: HARITINA. Name Day is most likely celebrated on Harilampi, February 10th. 



HENRIETA. From the Teutonic/Old German meaning home ruler, mistress of the home, rules her household, ruler of a home, ruler of private property.  Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning include ENRICA (Italian), ETTA, ETTIE, ETTY, HARRIET, HARRIETT, HATTIE, HATTY, HENRIETTA, HENRYKA. 



HRISTANTA, HRIZANTEMA. From the Greek meaning golden flower, from chrysanthemum, the flowering plant. This is a Bulgarian indigenous name which discloses its meaning easily, from the Bulgarian word hrizantema which means chrysanthemum.

Typical of SvishtovOther forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: CHRISTANNTA (Columbian), CHRYSANTA. Naming Day for most names having to do with a flower or a tree may be celebrated on Palm Sunday.  



ICO. May be related to the Bulgarin word ikon meaning economy, or ikona meanig icon, sacred image. Possibly related to the feminine name ILONA, f rom the Greek meaning light. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: ILA, ICA, IKON (Slavic), JKONE (Slavic), LENCI, ILI, ILKA, ILON, ILONKA, ILU, ILUSKA.



IDA. From the Teutonic meaning work; or  from the Old German meaning industrious one, industrious, constant worker; or from the Old and Middle English word eada meaning prosperous, happy; or connected with Mount Ida in Crete; or a form of the name EDITH.  Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning include IDETTE, IDONA. 



IGLIKA, AGLIKA, AGLITSA. This is a Bulgarina indigenous name which discloses its meaning easily. Iglika is the Bulgarian word for primrose or cowslip. This name is found mainly in Sofia villages. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: BRIALLEN (Welsh). 



ILONA, ILINA, ELINA; nicknames may include ICO. From the Greek meaning light. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: ILA, ICA, LENCI, ILI, ILKA, ILON, ILONKA, ILU, ILUSKA.



ILKA. Most likely from the Slavic meaning flattering. Other possibilities include that it is from the Slavic meaning hardworking; or a form of the name ELENA, ICO, ALICE, or ILONA; or from the Russian meaning industrious one. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: ILKE, MILKE.  Naming Days include May 21st for St. Constantine & Helen. Naming day could be celebrated on the Naming Days associated with any of those names.



ILYA, ILIANA, ILIANKA, ILIJANA, ILLIEVA, ILYANA. From the Hebrew masculine name ELIYAHU meaning he is my God, God is the Lord, God is Lord. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: ELLECIA, ELLICE, ELLIS, ELLISHA, ELLISON, ELLYCE, ELYCE. Related Bulgarian feminine surnames include Ilieva. Ilya Petrov, born 1903, was an artist who painted scenes and themes of Bulgarian history. Naming Day could be celebrated on June 14th for Prophet Elisha, or July 20th for Prophet Elijah.



ILVANA. A form of the name IVANA, ILO, MILOVANA, or any of the names beginning with Milo or i and ending with vana.  Naming day could be celebrated on the Naming Days associated with any of those names.    



INA (also Roma); nicknames include ALENA. A common female name in Bulgaria.  Bulgarian nickname for names ending with -ina, such as ANGELINA, IRINA, NINA, ELENA, AGRAFINA, AKILINA, ALEXANDRINA, ALINA, EMELINA, ANTONIA, KALINA. Also a form of the name ADAH, AGNESS, ALENA, INEZ, INKA. Naming day could be celebrated on the Naming Days associated with any of those names. 



INCIANIJA. The suffix in- may be from the Slavic meaning other, different.



INGELINA. From the Teutonic meaning daughter. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning include INGA, INGEBORG.



INGRID. From the Teutonic meaning Ing beautiful; from the Old Norse meaning Hero’s daughter, beautiful; or from the Scandinavian meaning God is abundant. Ing was the Norse god of fertility. 



IPOLITA. From the Greek name IPOLY meaning unharnesser, one who un-yokes.



IRENA, ERINA, IRINA, IREN; nicknames may include IRINKA. From the Greek meaning peace. ERINA is found in southwestern Bulgaria.Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: IRA, IREN, IRENE (American), IRENKE, IRINIIA. Naming Days include May 5th for Great Martyr Irene. The Greek island of Santorini is named for Saint Irene. 



IRIS. From the Greek meaning rainbow; or from the English meaning iris, the name of the iris flower or the colored part of the eye. Iris was the name of a Greek goddess, also the messenger of the Gods. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning include IRINDA, IRISA. Naming Day for most names having to do with a flower or a tree may be celebrated on Palm Sunday.  



ISKRA. This is a Bulgarian indigenous name which discloses its meaning easily, from the Bulgarian meaning spark; sparkle, flame, or deriving from sincere. The masculine form of the name is ISKREN. 



ISKUHI. The Slavic prefix iz- or is- means come out of or extreme. Ku may be from the Slavic meaning hammer, forge.   



IURKA. May be related to the Slavic name element iur meaning either youthful, lively; or derived from the name GEORGE.  The suffix -ka is probably used to denote a familiarity and is often used as an affectionate nickname, or it may be from the Slavic meaning small. 



IVA. May be a form of the name IVANA, IVON, IVELINA, or EVE. Naming day could be celebrated on the Naming Days associated with any of those names.    



IVANA, HUANETA, IOANA, IVANICHKA, IVANINA, IVAYLA, IVET, JANA, JANICHKA, JANINKA, JANITA, JANKA, JOANA, JOANNA, JONKA, VANIA, VANYA, YOAN, YOANA; nicknames may include IVANKA, YONKA. A form of the masculine name IVAN. Feminine version of the name IVAN or JOHN, from the Hebrew meaning God's gracious gift, the Lord has favored, God is gracious, Jehovah has been gracious, Jehovah has shown favor, God’s gift of grace. The prefix jo-, Yahweh, often translated as the Lord, from Hebrew yah. IVANKA was one of the ten most common girls names in Sofia, Bourgas and Rousse regions in 1979. JANE is a variation of the name, which is based on the name JANAI meaning God has answered. VANYA may be a nickname for ANNA, and is typical of Shumen. IVANA is found mainly in northeastern Bulgaria. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: ILVANA, IVANE, IVANETA, IVON, IVONA, JAINA, JANACA (Slavic), JANAE, JANAI, JANAIS, JANAYA, JANAYE, JANET (English), JANE, JANEE, JANEL, JANELL (Gaelic), JANELLA, JANENE, JANEY, JANICE (English), JANICIA, JANIE, JANIECE, JANIKA (Slavic), JANINA (Polish), JANISE, JANKA, JANNAE, JANNAH, JANNINA, JANNIS, JAYNA, JAYNI, JAYNIE, JEAN (French), JEANAE, JEANAY, JEANELLE, JEANNE (French), JEANNELL, JEANNINE,  JENAE, JENAI, JENAY, JENAYA, JENEE, JENELLA, JENELLE, JENNAE, JENNAY, JENNELLE, JENNY, JENSINE (Danish, Hebrew), JO, JOAN, JOANA, JOANIE, JOANN, JOANNA, JOANNE, JOEANNA, JOEANNE, JOHANA, JOHANNA, JOHNELLE, JOHNETTA, JOHNETTE, JONIE, JOHNNA, JOHNNIE, JONALYN, JONALYNN, JONAY, JONELL, JONETTA, JONETTE, JONI, JONITA, JONNA, JONNELLE, JONNI, JONNIE, JUANITA, NANA, NESSA, NESSIE, NESSY, SHONA (Scottish), SHEENA (Scottish Gaelic), SHANA (Irish), SIAN (Welsh), SHAUNA, SHAUNA, SHAWNA, SINEAD, SHAN (Welsh), VAN, VANESA, VANESSA, VANESSE, VANETTA, VANIJA, VANNA, VANNESSA, VANNIE, VANETTA, VENESA, VENESSA, VENETTA, YANAE, YANET, YANIK, YANINA, YANIS, YANISHA, YANITZA, YANIXIA, YANKA, YANNICA, YANNICK, YANNINA. Related Bulgarian feminine surnames include Ivanova; related Slavic feminine surnames include Evanova, Ioanova, Ivaniaia, Ivanovna, Ivanovskaia, Ivashkova, Johanna, Ianevaia. Joan of Arc was a French heroine who battled the English. Joan of Arc is known in France as Jeanne d'Arc. Naming Day is most commonly celebrated on the feast of St. John the Baptist, Ivanovden, January 7th. Naming day for IOANA is probably celebrated on the day for Prophet Joel and for St. Johnof Rila, October 19. It could also be celebrated on March 24th for St. John of the Ladder; May 8th for St. John the Theologian; June 8th for Glorification of St. John of Kronstadt; October 31st for Priestmartyr John Kochurov; November 13th for St. John Chrysostom; December 4th for St. John of Damascus. 



IVELINA. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning include IVA (Bulgarian).Naming Day may be celebrated on the feast of St. John the Baptist, Ivanovden, January 7th.



IVETA, IVON, IVONA. A form of the name YVONNE, feminine form of YVES. From the Old French meaning yew-bow, the yew tree; or from the Old English meaning archer with a yew-bow, or little archer; or a form of the name IVONA. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: IVA (French), IVANNA, IVANNE, YVETTE (English), IWONA. Naming Day may be celebrated on the feast of St. John the Baptist, Ivanovden, January 7th, or Naming Day for most names having to do with a flower or a tree may be celebrated on Palm Sunday.    



JAGODA, JAGODINA, YAGODA. This is a Bulgarian indigenous name which discloses its meaning easily, yagoda is the Bulgarian word for strawberry.



JAKULINA. May be a form of the name JACQUELINE, from the Old French meaning the supplanter, the understudy who is better than the star; from the Hebrew meaning the Lord’s judge. It is the feminine form of the name JACOB. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: JACKI, JACKLEEN, JACKLYN, JACKLYNN, JACLYN, JACOBA, JACOBINA, JACOBINE, JACQUE, JACQUI, JAKLYN, JAKUBINA (Polish), JAMIE (Modern American), JOAKIMA (Hebrew). Related feminine Slavic surnames include Iakovleva, Iakovlevskaia, Iakimova, Iakimovaia.



JORDANA (yor-DAN-a), GORJANKA, KORDANA, IORDANKA, JORDANKA, YORDANA, YORDANKA; nicknames include DANA, DANKA. A common female name in Bulgaria. A feminine form of the masculine name JORDAN, from the Hebrew meaning descend, descender, flowing down, the descending, down flowing. In 1979, YORDANKA was one of the most popular names in the Bourgas and Rousse regions. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: DANCHE, JORDANNE, JORI, JORIE.  Related Bulgarian feminine surnames include Jordanova, Yordanova, Yordanyotova. The river in Palestine where Jesus was baptized has been used as a given name since the Crusades. Name Day is usually celebrated on Yordanovden, January 6th.



JOSHKA. May be a form of the masculine name JOSHUA from the Hebrew meaning  the Lord is my salvation,  God of salvation, A man saved by his belief in God. The suffix -ka is probably used to denote a familiarity and is often used as an affectionate nickname, or it may be from the Slavic meaning small. Other forms of the name include IISUS (Russian), ISUS (Slavic), JESUS (Greek), JOSH. Joshua was the successor of Moses in the Old Testament. Jesus was the central figure of the New Testament and the founder of the Christian religion. 



JOTA, JOTKA. May be a nickname for a name with the element -jot- or -yot. The Slavic element ot or ota- may refer to father; or from the Slavic meaning away; or response.        



JOVANNA (yo-A-na), JOVKA, YOVA, YOVKA. From the Latin family name JOVILIOS meaning descended from Jove, Jove’s child; or related to the name JOHN. Jove was a name of the Roman god Jupiter. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: JEOVANA (English), JEOVANNA, JOVANA, JOVANKA.  

 

JUCA. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: JUSA, YUCA, YUSA.



JULIA, YULIYA, ZHULIETA, JULIANA, JULIJA, JULIJANA, JULITA, JULIJANKA, QLYANA, ULJANA, ULYANA; nicknames may include JULKA, QLITA, QLYA, ULA, ULITA, ULYA, UYA. Ancient name from the Latin meaning youthful one, youth, youthful,  downy haired one, young nestling. It is the Latin feminine form of the name JULIUS, from the Greek word ioulos meaning mossy bearded, or soft haired. JULIA may be from the Latin-English meaning volatile, changeable; or it may be related to the Tutonic word for girl. YULI also means July in Bulgarian. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: GILL, GILLIE, GILLIAN (English), IULIANA (Russian), IULIANIA, IULIANIIA, IULIIA (Russian), IULITA, IULITTA (Russian), JILL, JILLAYNE, JILLENE, JILLESA, JILLIAN, JILLIANE, JILLIANN, JILLIANNA, JILLIANNE, JILLIE, JILLY, JULI, JULIAN, JULIANNA, JULIANNE, JULIE (American), JULIET (English), JULINKA, JULISKA, JULJANA, JULSCA, JYL, JYLL, JYLLINA, LIANNE, ULANA, ULEIA (Slavic), ULIAANITSA, ULIANA, ULIANIIA, ULIIANA, ULITA, ULNA, YULENKA (Russian), YULIANA, YULIYA (Russian), YULENKA, YULENKA, YULI. Naming Days include January 2nd for St. Juliana the Merciful, or July 16th. Juliet was the lover of Romeo in Shakespeare's play. Iulitta was a 4th century martyr.



KACI. May be from the Slavic meaning pure; or a form of the name CASS, from the Slavic meaning bringing peace, or from the Greek meaning inflaming men with love; or from the Old and Middle English meaning strong, valorous; or a phonetic form of the initials K.C.; or a variation of the name CASEY from the Irish Gaelic meaning valorous, brave, watchful, vigorous, from the Irish surname O’Cathasaigh, which means descendent of Cathasaigh. Cathasaigh means vigilant in Gaelic. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: CASE, CASSM CASSUE, K.C., KACEE, KACEY, KACIA, KACIE, KACY, KAESHA, KASEY, KASIA, KAYCE, KAYCEE, KAYCI, KAYCIE. 



KALAFIRA. The element kal may be from the Slavic meaning dirt.   



KALINA, KALINKA. From the Russian Kalinka meaning snowball bush, guelder rose, the big white balls of flowers seen on bushes; from the Bulgarian meaning Rowan; or from the Bulgarian meaning the male’s oldest sister.  KALINKA is found mainly in northern Bulgaria. Related Slavic paternal surnames include Kalinin, Kalininskoi.  There is a song in Bulgaria and Russia that children sing about Kalinka. Naming Day for most names having to do with a flower or a tree may be celebrated on Palm Sunday.  



KALIOPA. From the Slavic meaning beautiful voice. Calliope was the Greek muse of poetry. Other forms of the name include CALLIOPE (Greek). 



KALIPSO. From the Greek meaning concealer. This was the legendary sea nymph who held Odysseus captive. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning include CALYPSO, KALYPSO. 



KALIYA.  The element kal may be from the Slavic meaning dirt.   



KAMELIJA, KAMILA, KAMELIYA. An ancient name, a variant of the flower name Camelia, meaning sweet flower; or a form of the Latin name CAMILLA meaning noble and righteous, the name given to the young and beautiful handmaiden in pagan ceremonies, a young attendant at a religious service. It may be of Etruscan origin with an unknown meaning. It is from the Roman family name Camillus, although the name may be of non-Roman origin. This was the name of a legendary warrior maiden of the Volscians. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: CAM, CAMELIA, CAMELLA, CAMELLIA, CAMILE, CAMILLA, CAMILLE, KAMELIA (English), KAMELYA, KAMI (English), KAMILIA (Slavic), KAMILLE, KAMLYN (Englsih), KAMMI, KAMMIE. Naming Day for most names having to do with a flower or a tree may be celebrated on Palm Sunday.  



KANA. Kana is the Bulgarian word for water jug, pitcher; or a nickname for PETKANA, VULKANA. It is found mainly in western Bulgaria. Naming Day may be celebrated on any of the days associated with those names.



KAPINA. -ina is a Slavic feminine name ending. May be related to the Bulgarian word kapka, meaning drop, a bit.



KAPKA. From the Bulgarian meaning clean and beautiful as a dewdrop; a droplet many-colored and branched. Kapka is the Bulgarian word for drop, a bit.



KARAMFILA, KARAMFILKA. This is a Bulgarian indigenous name which discloses its meaning easily, from the Bulgarian word karamfil which means pink flower, a carnation. It is found mainly in western Bulgaria. The masculine form of the name is KARAMFIL.



KARINA. A Slavic term of endearment; or from the Latin meaning keel; or a form of the name EKATERINA. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning include CARIAD, CARINA, CARINE, KARA, KARINE. Karina Maleeva is a Bulgarian tennis champion.  



KARMELA. From the Latin name CARMEL, meaning a song, hymn, little song; or it may be from the Hebrew meaning garden, fruitful orchard, God's vineyard, vineyard of the Lord. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning include CARMELLA, KARMELINA, KARMELITA. From the title of Mary, 'Our Lady of Carmel'. Carmel is a mountain in Palestine mentioned in the Old Testament.  



KARMEN. From the Latin name CARMEL, meaning a song, hymn, little song. From the Roman family name Carmineus. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: CAREY, CARIE, CARMA, CARMEN (Spanish), CARMENAS, CARMIA (English), CARMINA, CARMINE, CARMITA, CARMYA, CARRIE, CARRY, CARY, CHARMAIN, CHARMAINE, CHARMIAN, CHARMIANE, CHARMION, KARMINA (English). Charmian was an attendant on Cleopatra. 



KAROLINA, KARLENA, SHARLOTA; nicknames may include LOTA, LOTI. From the French, Latin, or Teutonic meaning petite, feminine, little womanly one; or from the Latin meaning strong and womanly; or from the Old and Middle English meaning strong, womanly; or from the masculine French name CARL meaning song of joy, joy. May also be from the name CAROL, which is from the name CHARLES, which is from the Teutonic meaning free man, generous, just, noble spirited. It may be related to the Old English word ceorl meaning manOther forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: ARLA (Celtic), ARLEANA (Celtic), ARLEEN (Celtic), ARLEENA (Celtic), ARLEENE (Celtic), ARLENA (Celtic), ARLENNA (Celtic), ARLINA (Celtic), ARLINE (Celtic), ARLYN (Celtic), ARLYNE (Celtic), CARA, CARALYN, CAREE, CAREY, CARI, CARILLA, CARILYN, CARILYNNE, CARLA (Old and Middle English), CARLEE, CARLEEN, CARLEN, CARLENE, CARLEY, CARLI, CARLIE, CARLIN, CARLINE (Old and Middle English), CARLOTA, CARLOTTA, CARLOTTE, CARLY, CARLYN, CARLYNN, CAROLAN (English), CAROLANN, CAROLANNE, CAROLIANA, CAROLIN, CAROLINA (Latin, Roma),  CAROLINE (French), CAROLYN, CAROLYNE, CAROLYNN, CARROLL, CARRI, CARRIE, CARO, CARY, CARYL, CHARLEE, CHARLA, CHARLEEN, CHARLENE, CHARLI, CHARLINE, CHARLOTA, CHARLOTTA, CHARLOTTE (French), CHARLY, CHARLYN, CHARLYNN, CHARYL, CHATLIE, CHER, CHERIE, CHERYL, KARA, KARCSI, KAREY, KARI, KARLA (German or Scandinavian), KARLOTTA, KAROL (English), KAROLA, KAROLIN, KAROLY, LIN, LINA (Roma), LINKO, LINN, LINNE, LYN, LOTTA, LOTTE, LOTTIE, LOTTY, LYNN, LYNNE, SHARLEEN, SHARLEE, SHARLENE, SHARYL, SHERRIE, SHERRY, SHERYL (English), SHIRRAL, SZARLOTA (Slavic). 



KASIOPEYA.



KATJUSHA. 



KAYA, KAJA. Other forms of the name, names with the same meaning, and nicknames include KAYKA.



KAYLA. From the Greek meaning keeper of the keys; or from the English as an abbreviation of the name KATHERINE meaning pure; or from the Irish surname O’Caollaidhe, which means descendent of Caollaidhe, derived from the Gaelic caol meaning slender. Other froms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning include KAELAH, KAELEE, KAELEIGH, KAELENE, KAELEY, KAELI, KAELIE, KAELIN, KAELYN, KAELYNN, KAILA, KAILAN^_EY, KAYLI, KAYLIE, KAYLIN, KAYLYN, KAYLYNN. Kayla has been a character on daytime TV Days of Our Lives. Sir Kay was one of King Aurthur’s knights.



KAZIMIRA. From the Slavic, Polish, Czech meaning he announces peace, the proclaimer of peace, bringing peace, nice peace, founder of peace; from the Slavic element kaz meaning demonstration, appearance; combined with mir, from the Slavic referring to peace.    



KEBARIE. 



KEFIRA. 



KERA, KERANKA, KERATSA. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning include KERKA. 



KETI. May be related to the English name KETTY meaning ruler.



KEVA. From the Gaelic meaning beautiful child, gentle, lovable.  It it the feminine form of the name KEVIN. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning include KEVIA, KELVINA, KEVINA. 



KINA, KINKA. May be related to the Slavic name element ki meaning stick.



KIPRA. May be related to the Slavic name element ki meaning stick.



KIRA, KIRILKA (KI-ril-ka), KIRKA, KIRJANA, KIRYANA. Most likely from the English meaning mistress, lady, lordly one, ruler; or from the Latin meaning light; or from the Persian meaning sun. It is the feminine form of the name KIRIL, from the Greek meaning lordly one, the Lord, or lord or ruler.  Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: CERELLA, CIRILA, CIRILLA, CYRILLA, KIRAANNA, KIRIENA, KIRILLA (Slavic), KIROCHKA, KYRA. Related Slavic feminine surnames include Kirilovskaia. Naming Days include March 18th for St. Cyril of Jerusalem, May 11th for Sts. Cyril & Methodius, June 9th for St. Cyril of Alexandria. St. Cyril (827-69), a scholar and Christian missionary who with his borther Methodius invented the first Slavic alphabet and created a Slavic literature for the first time.     



KITKA. Form of the name CHRISTINA. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning include KICHKA, KITANA.



KLARA, KLER. From the Latin word clarus meaning clear, bright; or from the Latin meaning brilliant, most brilliant one, illustrious one, one of clear, outstanding beauty; or from the English meaning bright, shining, gentle, famous; or from the French meaning little shining one. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: CHLARIS (French), CHLORIS, CLAIR, CLAIRE, CLARA, CLARE, CLARESSA, CLARETA, CLARETTE, CLARICE (Italian/French), CLARINE, CLARISS, CLARISSA (Latin), CLARISSE, CLARITA, CLARRISA, ELECTRA (Greek),  FELABEORHT (Englsih), FELBERTA (English), FILBERTA (English), JASNA (Slavic), KLARISZA, KLARI. It is also a nickname for KLARIKA, KAROLINE, KLARIKA. 



KLAVDIYA, KLAVDIJA. From the Latin meaning the lame one, lame; or from the Latin meaning gladiolus, gladiolus flower; or meaning small sword. This is the feminine form of the name CLAUDIUS. Clauda was the name of an island near Crete. It signifies a broken or weeping voice. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include CLAUDE, CLAUDELLE, CLAUDETTE, CLAUDIA, CLAUDIE, CLAUDINA, CLAUDINE, GLADYS (Old Welsh), KLAUDIA, KLAUDIE, KLAVDIIA. Naming Day for most names having to do with a flower or a tree may be celebrated on Palm Sunday.  



KLEMENTINA, KLIMENTINA. From the masculine name CLEMENT, from the Latin meaning gentle, kind, meek, merciful. It is a saint name. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: CLEM, CLEMENTINE, CLEMENCE, CLEMENCY, CLEMENTIA, CLEMENTINA, CLEMMIE, CLEMMY, KLEMENTYNA, TINA. Naming Days could include November 25th for  St. Clement of Ochrid. It was the name of 14 popes. 



KLEOPATRA. From the Greek kleos meaning glory and pater meaning father; the name means glory of her father, praise to the father, her father’s glory; a girl who will add lustre to her father’s name. This was the name of several women in the Ptolemaic royal family of Egypt.  Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: CLEO, CLEOPATRA, PAT, PATRA, PATTIE, PATTY.



KOCA. From the Slavic meaning scythe.  The Bulgarian word kosa means hair.



KOJNA, KOJKA. 



KOMNA. The Slavic element mn may mean thought.



KONDA.  The Slavic element kon may mean end, finish; or steed, ride.   



KONSTANZA, CONA, KONSTANTINA, KOSTANCA, KOSTADINA, KONA, KOSTADINKA, KOYNA.  From the masculine name KONSTANTIN, which is from the Latin name CONSTANTINUS, from the Latin word constans meaning constant, steadfast. Also from the Latin meaning firm, constant, steadfast, true, loyal. The name means constancy, steadfastness. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: CONA, CONNIE (English), CONNY, CONSTANCE, CONSTANCIA, CONSTANCY, CONSTANTA, CONSTANTINA, CONSTANZA, KONSTANCJA (Polish), KONSTANTIIA (Slavic), KONSTANTSA, KONSTANZE, KONSTIANTINA, KOSNIATINA, KOSTENKA, KOSTYA, KOSTYUSHA, KOTIK, STANZIE, TANZIE, TANZY. Related Slavic paternal surnames include Kostadinich. Constantine was the first Christian Roman emperor. Naming Days include May 21st for St. Constantine & Helen. 



KOPRINKA, KOPRINA. This is a Bulgarian indigenous name which discloses its meaning easily, from the Bulgarian word koprina means silk. 



KORDELIYA, KORDELIJA. From the Welsh meaning jewel of the sea. Cordelia was the daughter of Lear, the Sea King. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning include CORA, CORD, CORDELIA, CORDELIE, CORDIE, CORDY, COREY, CORIE, CORY, DELIA, LIA, DEL, DELA, DELIA, DELLA, DELLIE, DELLY, ELLA, ELLIE, ELLY, LIA.  



KORNELIA, KORNA, KORNELIJA, KORNELIYA. The feminine form of CORNELIUS, from the Latin words cornu meaning horn and helios meaning sun; or from the Latin meaning womanly virtue. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: CORA, CORNELA, CORNELIA (American), CORNELLE, CORNELIE, CORNEY, CORNIE, CORNY, KORNELJA, NELA, NELIE, NELLI, NELLIE, NELLY, LIA. 



KORTEZA.



KOSENA. Kos may be from the Slavic meaning plait or braid; or related to the Bulgarian word kos meaning blackbird.



KOTA. The Slavic element ot or ota- may refer to father; or from the Slavic meaning away; or response.        



KQNA, KUNA. The Slavic name element kuna refers to the animal named marten; or from the Slavic meaning quill, or a form of the name KONSTANTIN. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: KUNITSA (Slavic), KUNKA (Slavic). Naming Days include May 21st for St. Constantine & Helen. 



KRASIMIRA, KRASSIMIRA. A true feminine Bulgarian folk name, and a very common female name in Bulgaria. This is a Bulgarian indigenous name which discloses its meaning easily, from the Bulgarian phrase krasimir which means beautify the world, adroning the world. May be related to the name KASMIRA, KRASA.



KRASINKA, KRASJA, KRASNA, KRASENA. From the Slavic word krasiv meaning beautiful, lovely, fair, well-favoured, ‘handsome, good-/fine-looking, nice, noble. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: CALLA, CHLOE, CLOE, CLORA, CLORIE, CLORIN, CLORINDA, CLORIS, CLORISSA, FAL, FALINE, FALLA, FALLAH, FAR, FARA, FARRA, FARRAH, FAYRE, HERMOSA (Spanish), JAMILA (Muslim), KALISA, KRASA (Slavic), PUL’KHERIIA (Slavic), SHAINA, SHAYNAH (Hebrew or Yiddish). 



KREMENA, KAMENA, KAMENKA. This is a Bulgarian indigenous name which discloses its meaning easily, the Bulgarian word kamen means stone. These names are given to babies in the hope that they will be as hard as stone and thus overcome diseases and difficulties in life. The masculine form of this name includes KAMEN. 



KRISTALINA. Krist probably refers to Christ.



KRUSTINA, STAVRA. KRUSTINA is from the Bulgarian meaning cross; STAVRA from the Greek name STAURIOS, derived from stauros meaning cross.    



KUDRINA. Kud may be from the Slavic meaning hammer, forge; or udr may refer to the Slavic element menaing strike, beat, hit.  Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning include KUDRINKA.



KULA. The Slavic name element ku refers to hammer, forge.



KUNKA. The Bulgarian word kunki means skates. Possibly from the Slavic element kun meaning marten (mammal). The suffix -ka is probably used to denote a familiarity and is often used as an affectionate nickname, or it may be from the Slavic meaning small. 



KURTA, KOURTA.  Kur could refer to chicken.



LADA. From the Slavic meaning order, soundness, beloved. Lada was the mythological godess of beauty. Lada was a Slav god, probably a diety of awakening nature, love and beauty.  Her name is still evoked in spring and wedding songs in both Slav and Baltic countries. 



LAMBRA. Other froms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning include LAMBRINA.



LARISA; nicknames include LORA. From the Slavic meaning sea bird, seagull; or from the Latin & Greek meaning cheerful, laughing, cheerful one, happy, one who is always happy, from Latin word hilaris; or a form of the name LARRY; or from the Teutonic meaning protector. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include LARA, LARISSA, LAROCHKA. 



LASKA.



LATINA, LATINKA. From the Bulgarian meaning nasturtium.



LAVONA. The Slavic element on may refer to he, him.        



LAZARINA, LALKA, LAZARINA, LAZARINKA, LAZARKA. Related to the masculine name LAZAR, from the Hebrew meaning God will help, God is my helper, the Lord will help. Naming Day may be celebrated on the Saturday before Palm Sunday. 



LAZURA, LAZOURA. May be related to the Slavic element laz meaning fallow.    Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning include LAZURKA.



LEALA.



LEDA. The Bulgarian word led means ice.



LEFTERKA, ELEFTERIJA, LEFTERA. From the Bulgarian meaning freedom. The Bulgarian word lefer means bluefish. Related Bulgarian feminine surnames include Lefterova.



LEILA. From the Arabic meaning night. Other froms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning include LAILA, NISHA (East Indian/Hindu). Used by Lord Byron in 'The Giaour' and 'Don Juan'.  



LENI. The Bulgarian word len means flax; the word leniv means lazy, idle.



LEYA, LEJA. Form of the name MALEYA or PANTELEYA. Naming day could be celebrated on the Naming Days associated with any of those names.



LETKA. The Bulgarian word letken means summer. The suffix -ka is probably used to denote a familiarity and is often used as an affectionate nickname, or it may be from the Slavic meaning small. 



LEVENKA, LEVENA. The Slavic word element lev refers to lion or left.  A lev is a Bulgarian monitary note. The suffix -ka is probably used to denote a familiarity and is often used as an affectionate nickname, or it may be from the Slavic meaning small. 



LEVKA. The Slavic word element lev refers to lion or left.  A lev is a Bulgarian monitary note. The suffix -ka is probably used to denote a familiarity and is often used as an affectionate nickname, or it may be from the Slavic meaning small. 



LIANA. From of the name YULIANA, LILIANA (Roma), or DILLIAN.



LIDA, LIDKA. Form of the name LIDIA, CALIDA, or LUDMILLA. Naming day could be celebrated on the Naming Days associated with any of those names.



LIDIA, LYDIA, LIDIJA, LIDIYA; nicknames include LIDA, LIDKA. A geographical name from the Greek meaning a woman of Lydia; or a form of the name LUDMILLA. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: LIDIE, LYDIE. It is an ancient province in Asia Minor. 



LILA, LILI, LILKA, LILLY, LILY. Form of the name LILIJA, LILITH, LILIANA (Roma), ELENA, HELEN, or DELILAH; or from the Persian meaning lilac. (Persian). Also a nickname for Elena or Helen.Naming day could be celebrated on the Naming Days associated with any of those names. Naming Day for most names having to do with a flower or a tree may be celebrated on Palm Sunday.  



LIELA, LILIJA, LILIYA, LILLIA. From the Latin name LILLIAN, meaning a lily flower. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include LENUSYA, LILIA, LILIAN, LIOLYA, YELENA. The lily is a symbol of purity. Naming Day for most names having to do with a flower or a tree may be celebrated on Palm Sunday.  



LILIANA (also Roma), LILJANA, LILA, LILI, LILYANA, LJULJANA, LYULYANA. A true feminine Bulgarian folk name and a common female name in Bulgaria. This is a Bulgarian indigenous name which discloses its meaning easily, from the Bulgarian word lilyana meaning lilac. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include LILIANNA, LIJANA, LIYANA. Naming Day for most names having to do with a flower or a tree may be celebrated on Palm Sunday.  



LINA (also Roma). Bulgarian nickname for ALANA, ELENA, ELENORA, KAROLINA, ANGELINA, MAGDALINA, or PAVLINA; or from the Bulgarian meaning messinger.  Naming Day may be celebrated on any day associated with any of those names.  



LINDA. From the Germanic meaning dragon, serpent; or from the Spanish meaning beautiful, pretty one; or a form of BELINDA or MELINDA. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning include LILITH (Hebrew), LYNN. Lilith was the Assyrian goddess of night who became Adam's demon wife. 



LIYA, LIJA. From the dr.-european meaning either heifer; or tired.



LORA. Form of the name ELEONORA, LARISA, FLORA, LORETA, LAURA or LORRAINE; or from the Latin meaning weeper; or from the English meaning God gives the laurel, the crown of victory. Name of the king of the Caucasus.Naming day could be celebrated on the Naming Days associated with any of those names.



LOTA. A nickname for SHARLOTA, KAROLINA, KARLENA. Name of the heroine of the Suffering of Young Gyote. 



LOUIZA (also Italian, English). From the Old German meaning famous warrior-maid, famous warrior woman, battle maid, Famous battle maiden, a warrior who fought alongside her father and brothers. May also be a form of the name ELOISE. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning include ALOJSIJA (Croatian), ALOJZIJA, CLOTHILDA, CLOTHILDE, CLOTILDA, CLOTILDE, HIDIE, HEIDI (German), HEIDY, HELOISE (Teutonic), LCOESAH, LOUISA, LOUISE, LUDVIKA, LUDWIKA, LUJZA, LUJZI, LUJZIKA.  



LOUKRETSIYA, LOUKRETSIJA. From the Latin meaning gain, profit, earnings; use, benefit. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning include GAINELL (Old and Middle English), LUCRETIA, LUKRECJA.



LOUNA, LUNA. From the Latin meaning moon.



LOZANKA, LOZA, LOZANA, LOZENKA, LOZINKA, LOZKA. From a Bulgarian phrase symbolizing the continuity of the family, let future family be as the grape vine. The Bulgarian word loza means grape vine.  Naming Day for most names having to do with a flower or a tree may be celebrated on Palm Sunday.  



LUCHEZARA, LQCHEZARA.  From the Bulgarian meaning radient, shining, engulfing, shining holy light.   



LUCHIJA, LOUCHIJA, LOUCHIYA, LUCHIYA. From the Slavic meaning graceful and bright; from the Latin meaning light, shine. The Bulgarian word luch means ray, beam. Probably releated to the masculine name LUCAS meaning light. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: LUKIIA, LUKINA. 



LYUDMILA, LUDMILLA, LJUBENA, LJUBLJANA, LJUBOV, LJUDMILA, LUBIMKA, LJUBIMKA, LYUBOMILA; nicknames include LIDA, LIDKA. From the Hellenic/Ancient Greeks, using the Slavic word elements lyud meaning people, tribe plus mil from the Slavic meaning favor, grace, gracious, dear, precious, kind, nice, considerate, amiable, likable, sweet, charming, beloved; resulting in the meaning people’s love, beloved of the people, loving, dear to the people, loving; or from the Greek meaning cultured one, happy. Lyudmila was a name suggested by a literary character, from Pushkin’s poem Ruslan and Lyudmila. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: LIDIE, LIDIYA, LIDMILA, LIDOCHKA, LIUDMILA, LIDUNKA, LIDUSE, LIDUSKA, LJUBMILA (Slovenian), LJUDUMILU (Slavic), LUBMILA, LUDA, LUDMIA, LUDMILA, LUDOMIA,  LYDA, LYDIE, LYUBA, LYUBOCHKA, LYUBONKA, MILA, MILKA, MILENA. Naming Day is most likely celebrated on September 16.



LUSHKA.



LYUBA (LYOO-ba) (also Roma), LIUBA (LYOO-ba), LJUBA (LYOO-ba), LJUBKA, LUBA, LUBITSA, LUBKA, LYUBLYANA, LYUBITSA, LYUBITSHKA (also Roma). This is an Old Bulgarian indigenous name which discloses its meaning easily, from the Bulgarian word lyuba meaning love; meaning to love, people to love her, to be loved, be a favorite; or from the Bulgarian name LYUBIKA meaning violet; or a form of the name LYUBKA, LYUBOSLAVA, LYUBOV, LYUBINA, LYUBOMIRA, LYUBOMILA.  A common female name in Bulgaria. Other forms of the name and names with the same meaning include AIMEE (French), AMIA, AMIE, AMORITA (Latin), CARAGH (Irish), CARESSE (French), CARRYL, CARYL (Welsh), CARYS, CERYS (Welsh), GRAINNE (Irish), GRANIA (Gaelic), KALILA (Arabic), KALLY, KAYLEE, KYLILA, LIBA, LIBENA, LIBENKA, LIBUSA (Russian), LIBUSE, LIBUSKA, LIEBA, LIUBAVA, LIUBKA, LIUBOKHNA, LIUBOV (Slavic), LIUBUSHA, LUBENA, LUBINA, LUBINKA, LUBOHNA, LUBOSKA, LUBSHA.  Related maternal Slavic surnames include Liubovskii, Liubavskii. Naming Day may be celebrated on September 17th. 



LYUBLENA, LUBLENA, LYUBLYANA. From the Old Bulgarian, related to the Bulgarian word lyuba meaning love. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning include LJUBLENA, LJUBLYANA.



LYUBIMA, LJUBIMA, LJUBIMKA, LUBIMA, LYUBIMKA. From the Bulgarian meaning let there be love, love; related to the Slavic element liub meaning love combined with im meaning have, acquire.   



LYUBOMILA. From the Bulgarian, a combination of the Bulgarian names LUBA meaning love and MILA meaning gracious, dear, precious, kind, nice, considerate, amiable, likable, sweet, charming. 



LYUBOMIRA, LJUBOMIRA, LUBOMIRA, LYOBOMIRA; nicknames include LUBA, LUBKA. A common Bulgarian name. From the Slavic phrase lub meri meaning love plus great, resulting in the meaning great love. The phrase means love of peace, love of earth. From the Polish meaning peace-loving; from the Russian meaning loving, people’s love. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning include LIBOMIRA, LIUBIMIRA, LIUBOMIRA, LUBEK, LUBOMIRA, LUBOMIREKA, LUBORA, LUBOREKA, LUBOS, LUBOSEKA, LUBOSH, LUMIRA. Naming Day may be celebrated on September 17th. 



LYUBOSLAVA, LJUBOSLAVA, LUBOSLAVA; nicknames include LUBA, LUBKA. From the Old Slavic meaning loving glory, love of glory, glory  of love. 



LYUTSKANA, LUTSKANA. From the Bulgarian meaning lets wish honor for us. It is a Bulgarian protective name, given in the hopes that this child will survive. 



LYUDSKAN, LJUDSKANA, LUDSKAN, LUDSKANA. From the Bulgarian meaning foreign, of other people.  



LYUSIEN, LUCIA; nicknames include LYUSI, LUSI. From the Latin name LUCIUS, from the word lux meaning light; or bringer of light and knowledge; or from the Greek name LOUKAS meaning of Lucania, man of Lucania. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning include LUCIJA, LUCILLA, LUCILLE (French), LUCINDA (English), LUCJA, LUCY.   



MAKRINA. May be related to the Russian masculine name MAKARI, from the Greek name MAKARIOS, an expression meaning blessed. The name may be from the Basque based name MACARENKO, from the words ama meaning mother; akabu meaning perfect; arrera meaning reception, welcome; enetan meaning always; and ekoizkor meaning productive, lavish, generous; the name would then have meant mother's perfect welcome was always generous. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: ACAIRE, MACARIO, MARKAR, MACRINA, SVATATA (Slavic), SVIATATA (Slavic), ZVATATA (Slavic). Naming Day could be celebrated on July 19th for St. Macrina. 



MAGDALENA, MADLENA, MAGDALINA, MAGDELENA; nicknames include MAGA, MAGDA (also Russian), MEGLANA, MEGLENA, MERI, MIGLENA. Form of the Hebrew name MAGDALENE, a biblical name which means of Magdala, a woman of Magdala. Magdela, means elevated, magnificent. MADLENA is not a traditional Bulgarian name. Magdalene was the title of one of the people named Mary (not the mother of Jesus) in the New Testament. She was from a village called Magdala. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: MADELEINE, MADELINE, MADLEN. MARLENE could be an English variation of the name. Magdalena Maleeva is an international Bulgarian tennis champion. 



MAIA. An ancient name. From the Latin meaning great. 



MAKSIMKA. May be related to the masculine name MAXIMUS, from the Latin meaning greatest in excellence. The suffix -ka is probably used to denote a familiarity and is often used as an affectionate nickname, or it may be from the Slavic meaning small. Naming Day is most likely celebrated on January 21st for St. Maximus the Greek; or it could be celebrated on September 6th for Priestmartyr Maksym of Carpatho-Rus. 



MALAMA. From the Greek meaning gold, golden ring. Probably related to the name MALAMIR, a Kahn from 831-837 AD. 



MALINA, MALINKA. This is a Bulgarian indigenous name which discloses its meaning easily, from the Bulgarian word malina meaning strawberry or raspberry; or a nickname for the name AMELIA. Malina is the Bulgarian word that means a man’s younger sister. Naming Day for most names having to do with a flower or a tree may be celebrated on Palm Sunday.  



MALTA. From the Greek meaning tender, softly.  The Slavic element mal means weak, short.    



MALVINA.  From the Germanic meaning just friend, fair friend. 



MANA. Probably a form of the name DIMANA ; may be from the Slavic meaning attract. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning include MANUSHA.



MANOLINA. Same meaning as the masculine MANOLIN. Man may be from the Slavic meaning attract, lure, beckon; implying, in all cases, to mislead.   



MANUELA, DIMANA, EMANOUELA, MANHELA, MANOUELA; nicknames include MANA. From the Hebrew name EMMANUEL meaning God is with us, God with us. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include:EMMANUELA (Hebrew), EMMANUELLE, MANIELA, MANOLA, MANUELLE, EMMA. It was the foretold name of the Messiah in the Old Testament. Manuela Maleeva is an international Bulgarian tennis champion. 



MARA. A common female name in Bulgaria. Either from the Hebrew meaning bitter; from the Gaelic meaning the sea; a short form of the Hebrew name TAMARA, meaning palm tree; from the masculine name MAR meaning destruction; nickname for the Greek name DAMARA meaning gentle girl; or a nickname of MARIA. A name of Naomi in the Old Testament (see Ruth 1:20).  Naming Days could be celebrated on the Name Days of any of those names. 



MARENA. From the Bulgarian meaning madder (Rubia tinctoria). 



MARGARETA, MARGA, MARGARIT MARGARITA, MARGITA, MARGO, GRETA, GRETI. An ancient name, from the Greek and Latin meaning a pearl, precious, the name of Afrodita; or a form of the name MARGARITA. MARGARITA is one of the ten most common girls names in Sofia in 1979. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: GRETCHEN (German and Dutch), MADGE, MAIREAD (Gaelic), MALGORZATA (Slavic), MARGARET, MARGARETA, MARGARETE, MARGARITA (Slavic), MARGARITE, MARGERY, MARGOSHA, MARGURITE, MARIJETICA (Slavic), MARJETA (Slavic), MARJETKA, MARJORIE, MEAGHAN (Irish), MEG, MEGAN (Welsh), META (German, Slovenian), MICHKA, MITA, MITANA, MITKA, MITSA, PEARL, PEGGY (English), RITA (Spanish). St. Margaret was martyred at Antioch in the fourth century. 



MARGARITKA. From Bulgarian word margaritka meaning daisy, day’s eye, moonflower, marguerite, a flower name; or from the French name MARGUERITE, the name of the flower in French. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: DAESGESAGE (English), DAISEY, DAISI, DAISIE, DAISY, DAIZY, DAYSI (English), DEYSI. Naming Day for most names having to do with a flower or a tree may be celebrated on Palm Sunday.  



MARIA, MAJ, MAJA, MAJJA, MANYA (also Russian), MARA, MARI (also Slovenian), MARICA, MARIE, MARIELA, MARIELLA, MARIETA (also French), MARIETKA, MARIIKA, MARIJA, MARIJANA, MARIJKA, MARIKA, MARIOLA, MARIONKA, MARITE, MARIYA, MARIYA-ANTOANETA, MARIYA-MAGDALENA, MAROUSHA, MAROUSIA, MAROUSJA, MAROUSYA (also Russian), MARUSHA, MARUSYA, MARUSHKA, MARUSJA, MERI, MICHE, MIRIAM. Up to the middle of the 20th century MARIA or MARIYA was the most popular feminine Bulgarian name. Even in 1979, MARIA was one of the most popular names in the Bourgas and Rousse regions. MARIIKA, in 1979, was one of the most popular names in the Bourgas and Rousse regions. MARIANA is the modern substitute for MARIA and has replaced it as the most common female name in Bulgaria. The English or Latin variation of MARY. From the Virgin Mary. The meaning of this popular name is not known for certain, but there are several theories: from the Hebrew meaning bitter, bitterness, rebelliousness, strong willed, wished for child, drop of the sea, rebellious, rebellion; or meaning firm, constant; from the Russian meaning sorrow, bitterness; or possibly an Egyptian name. MIRIAM, the elder sister of Moses, was the original form of the name. This is the name of several New Testament characters including the mother of Jesus. There are many other forms of this name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning which may include: MARATA, MAIRI (Scottish), MAJA (Slavic), MALEAH, MALIUSHA, MALUSHA, MANECHKA, MANON (French), MARCIA, MARCJANNA, MARCSA, MARIAH, MARIETTA (Italian),  MARIIA, MARIJATA, MARION (French), MARISHA, MARITA (Spanish), MARJA (Slavic), MASHA, MASHENKA, MATA, MAUREEN, MELIA (Polynesian), MET, MICKA (Slavic), MICHKA, MITA, MITANA, MITKA, MITSA, MOIRA, MOLLY (English), MURA. Related Bulgarian feminine surnames include Marieva. Naming Days include August 15th, March 31st for St. Mary of Egypt, July 22nd for St. Mary the Magdalene. It was the name of an Egyptian martyr. 



MARIANA (also Russian), MARIYANA, MARJANA. A borrowed name, not a Bulgarian name. It is from the Latin, probably a combination of the names MARIA and ANA, meaning favorite of the lord, God’s blessing. MARIANA is the modern substitute for MARIA and has replaced it as the most common female name in Bulgaria. There are many other forms of this name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning which may include: MARIANNA, MARIANNE, MARIJANA, MARIJANCA, MARJAN, MARJANA, MARJANNA, MARY ANNE, MARYA (Russian), MARYANN, MARYANNA. Slavic feminine surnames include Mar'ianskaia. Naming Days include August 15th, March 31st for St. Mary of Egypt, July 22nd for St. Mary the Magdalene. The Naming Day for MARIA is usually May 1.



MARINA, MARINELA, MARINKA. From the Latin meaning sea maid, of the sea, marine. From the Roman family name Marinus. Other forms of the name include Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: DELMA (Spanish), DELMAR, DELMARE, MARINOCHKA, MARIONILLA, NEREID (daughter of Greek Sea God Nereus).  Related Bulgarian feminine surnames include Marincheva; other related Slavic feminine surnames include Marinin. Naming Days include July 17th for Great Martyr Marina (Margaret). 



MARITSA. From the Bulgarian, an old Bulgarian name meaning sea; from the Hebrew meaning drop of the sea; or a form of the name MARIA.



MARLENA. Modern Bulgarian couples sometimes broke with tradition and named their children in accord with their cultural background and philosophy of life; some parents obsessed named their children after movie stars, such as Marlena in 1923. It is from the French, a blend of the names MARIA and MAGDALENE and influenced by the name MARILYN, and refers, therefore, to Mary Magdalene, a character in the New Testament. It is an English variation of Mary. The masculine form of the name is MARLEN. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: MARLENE,  MARLYN. It was first used by a German actress. Naming Day could be celebrated on the days for any of those names. 



MARTA. From the Aramaic/Syrian meaning mistress of the house, lady, mistress, a woman of discretion, the queen of her home, a lady. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: DAMA (Latin), MARFA (Russian), MARTHA. MARTA is sometimes used as a form of the name MARY. Related Slavic feminine surnames include Marfin. The sister of Lazarus and Mary of Bethany in the New Testament. Naming Day is usually celebrated on March 1st, for Baba Marta and the month of March.  

 

MARTINA, MARCELLA, MARCHE, MARCHELA (also Italian), MARTINKA, MARZHENKA. From the Latin meaning martial, warlike one, warlike, belonging to Mars; martial one. The masculine form of the name is MARCELLUS or MARCUS; or a form of MARIUS from the Latin with an unknown meaning. This is the original Latin form of the name MARK. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: CELINE, MARCELINE, MARCIA, MARCELA, MARCELINA, MARCELINE, MARCY, MARSHA, MOLLY. Martina was the wife of kahn Kubrat. Naming Day could be celebrated on January 19th for St. Mark of Ephesus; April 25th for Apostle & Evangelist Mark.  Naming Day may be celebrated on March 1st, for Baba Marta and the month of March.  



MATENA, MATA. From the Bulgarian meaning leader gift, gift of God. A form of the name MATTHEW. Naming Day is probably celebrated on November 16th for Apostle & Evangelist Matthew. It could be celebrated on August 9th for Apostle Matthias. 



MATILDA. From the Teutonic/Hellenic (Ancient Greek) meaning noble lady; or from the Old German meaning battle maiden, mighty battle-maiden. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: MATHILDA, MATYLDA, MAUD.



MAYA, MAJ. An ancient name. It may be a form of the name MARGARITA, meaning daisy; or the English name MAY. MAY is from the English meaning born in May, the month of May. 



MECHTANA.  From the Bulgarian meaning desired, dreamed of.  



MEDEJA, MEDEYA. Name of an enchatress or sorceress, daughter of tsar Eet and Idiaya. She helped tsar Yazon conquer and ressurect. May be related to the Slavic element med meaning honey.   



MELANIYA, MELANIJA. From the Bulgarian meaning black, darkness. Naming Days include December 31st for St. Melania. 



MELINA. A form of the name MELANIYA, from the Bulgarian meaning black, darkness; or from the Greek meaning honey, sweet one, sweet girl, sweet. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same Greek meaning may include: GLIKERIIA (Slavic), HONBRIA (English), HONBRIE, HONEY (English/German), HUNIG (English), MADHU (East Indian/Hindu), MADHUR (East Indian/Hindu), MELANIA, MELEANA. 



MENOLIJA. The Slavic word element men refers to small, minority.  Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: MALIUTA (Slavic), MALUCHKA, MALUCHA. Related Slavic feminine surnames include Menshikova.



MERI. Form of the name MARIYA or MAGDALENA. Naming day could be celebrated on the Naming Days associated with any of those names.



METODIYA. From the Greek phrase meta hodos meaning companion traveler.; or from the Greek meaning one who is methodical. 



MICA. 



MIHAELA, MIHAILINA, MIKAELA, MIHAILKA. From the Masculine name MICHAEL, from the Hebrew and Middle English meaning who is like God?, who is like the Lord?  Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: MICHELLE (French), MICHAELA, MICHALINA, MICHELE (Italian), MIESHA (Slavic), MIKHAILA, MIHAYLA, MISHA, MISCHA. Related Slavic feminine surnames include Mikhailova, Mikhailovna, Mikhailovskaia, Mikhalkova, Mikheeva. Naming Day is most likely celebrated on November 8 for Archangel Michael. It might be celebrated August 14th for Prophet Micah.



MILA. Means nice, kind, sweet. From the Slavic meaning grace.



MILENA, LENKA, MILA, MILANA, MILANKA, MILENKA, MILETA, MILITSA, MILLENA, MILVA, MILVANA, MILVENA. Form of the name EMILIA, MILOSLAVA, or LUDMILLA; or from the Slavic word mil meaning favor, grace, gracious, dear, precious, kind, nice, considerate, amiable, likable, sweet, charming, beloved. Sentimental parents gave their children one of these names wishing their children to be dear or endeared. The masculine form of the name includes MILOS (Greek, Polish, Serbian and Czech). Another possibility is that one or more of these names may be related to the Slavic name LIDIA. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: MILA, MILADA (Czech), MILADENA, MILATA, MILAVA, MILENIA, MILEVA, PHILLIS (Greek), PHYLLIS. Related Slavic feminine surnames include Milenin, Milkova. Naming day could be celebrated on the Naming Days associated with any of those names.



MILEVA, MILEVKA. The meaning of this name is uncertain, and depends on the derivation of its first syllable from the prefix mil-. It may be from the Polish word mily meaning kindness, grace, favor; or from the Slavic meaning favor, grace, gracious, dear, precious, kind, nice, considerate, amiable, likable, sweet, charming, beloved; or from the name MILENA or MILA. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: MILEHVA. 

 

MILITZA, MILICA. An old Bulgarian name.  May be related to the Polish word mily meaning kindness, grace; or from the Slavic meaning favor, grace, gracious, dear, precious, kind, nice, considerate, amiable, likable, sweet, charming, beloved. There is an old Bulgarian folk song and legend about Militza who fought for freedom against the Otoman (Turk) Empire.  She was captured and killed in her front yard in front of her family.  



MILKA, MILKANA. MILKA is an indigenous Bulgarian name. From the name MILA, meaning nice, kind and sweet. May be from the Hebrew meaning counsel. May be a form of the name MILOSLAVA, LYUDMILA or MILENA. In 1979, MILKA was one of the most popular names in the Bourgas and Rousse regions. 



MILOSLAVA. From the Slavic elements milo meaning grace and slava meaning glory, meaning sweet glory. Nicknames include: MILA, MILKA.



MIMI (also Roma). Related to the Old German name WILLIAM, meaning unwavering protector; or from the Hebrew name JEMIMA, meaning dove; or a nickname for MARY.



MIMOZA. The word element im may be from the Slavic meaning have, acquire. 



MINA, MINKA, MANJA, MENKA. Ancient Bulgarian nickname for FILOMINA, MARIYA, MARINA, ADAMINA. MINKA is found mainly in eastern Bulgaria. May be related to the masculine Slavic name MINA meaning month. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: MEENA, MINIA, MYNCO. Related Slavic paternal surnames include:   Minin, Minich, Miniev, Minn.   Naming Day is most likedly celebrated on November 11. It may be celebrated on any day associated with any of those names. 



MINZUHARKA. The Bulgarian word minzuhar means crocus. The suffix -ka is probably used to denote a familiarity and is often used as an affectionate nickname, or it may be from the Slavic meaning small. 

MIRA, MIRKA. From the Slavic meaning  peace, great, or earth; or a Slavic nickname for ELMIRA, MIRASLAVA, MIROLYUBA, MIRYANA, MIRELA. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: MYRRA, MIRUSKA. 



MIRANDA. From the Latin word mirandus meaning admirable, lovely, extraordinary.  Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning include MANDY. Miranda was the heroine of Shakespeare's 'The Tempest'. 



MIRASLAVA, MIROSLAVA, MIROSLAVKA. feminine version of the Slavic masculine name MIRASLAV, meaning peace glory, great glory, glory of the earth, glory of peace; or from the Slav meaning beautiful slave.  The Bulgarian word slava means glory; name; fame, celebrity; reputation; kudos; and the Slavic mir means peace, earth, or great.  Slaw is the Polish form of the Russian element slava meaning fame, glory. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: MIRA, MIROSLAWA (Slavic), MIROZLAVA. 



MIRELLA (also Roma), MIRELA. May be related to the Slavic mir meaning peace, earth, or great. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning include MIRA.



MIRENA. The Bulgarian word miren means peaceful, quiet.



MIRJANA, MIRYANA. May be related to the Slavic mir meaning peace, earth, or great. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning include MIRA. 



MIROLJUBA, MIROLYUBA. From the masculine Slavic name MIROLIUB meaning lover of peace, lover of the earth. 



MIRONKA. May be related to the Slavic mir meaning peace, earth, or great. The suffix -ka is probably used to denote a familiarity and is often used as an affectionate nickname, or it may be from the Slavic meaning small. 



MIRSA. May be related to the Slavic mir meaning peace, earth, or great. 



MITA, MICHKA, MITANA, MITKA, MITOSHKA, MITSA. Form of the name DIMITRINA, MARIYA, or MARGARITA. 



MITROFANA. From the Slavic masculine name MITROFAN meaning revealing the mother. 



MLADENKA. From the Slavic word mlad meaning young. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: GINECHKA (Slavic), HINEZKA, MLADA, MLADEN, MLADKA, MLADUSKA. Relatated maternal Slavic surnames include Mladin. 



MOMKA, MOMENA. Mom may be from the Slavic meaning young.       



MONA. From the Greek meaning one, single one, just one; or from the Celtic meaning noble;  or a form of the name MONIKA, DESDEMONA, or JUSTINE.  



MONIKA.  From the Latin meaning advisor, wise counselor; or from the Greek meaning alone; or possibly an African name. Saint Monica was the mother of Saint Augustus. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: MONA, MONICA, MONIQUE (French).   



MUMKA. The prefix mu may be from the Slavic meaning toadstool.  The suffix -ka is probably used to denote a familiarity and is often used as an affectionate nickname, or it may be from the Slavic meaning small. 



MUZA. From MUSE, the goddess of arts and sciences. 



NADEZHDA, NADEJA. From the Slavic & Russian meaning hope; translation of the Greek Elpis, -idos meaning hope; meaning eist/orver; or from the Greek meaning charming; or from the English meaning hope, expectation, desire. In 1979, NADEZHDA was one of the most popular names in the Bourgas and Rousse regions. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: DUSYA, HOPE (English), NADA, NADAZHDA, NADE (Slavic), NADEGE, NADEI (Slavic), NADEIKO (Slavic), NADEJ (Slavic), NADENKA, NADEY (Slavic), NADEZDA, NADINE (French), NADIYA, NADJA, NADY, NADYENKA, NADYUISKA, NADZIA, NADZIEJA, NAIDA (Russian), NATA, NATKA, NEDA, NEDDA.  Naming Day may be celebrated on September 17th. 



NADA, NADJA (also Roma), NADKA, NADYA, NAJDA, NAJDENKA, NAYDA. A form of the name NADEZHDA or NAIDA. Naming Day may be celebrated on September 17th. Naming day could be celebrated on the Naming Days associated with any of those names. 



NAIDA, NADEJDA. A Bulgarian protective name. The Bulgarian name element naid means obtain, achieve. The name means found. NAIDA is found mainly in northwestern Bulgaria. Naming Day may be celebrated on September 17th. 



NANKA, NENCHO, NENA, NENKA, NENKO. May be related to the Slavic name element nen meaning mother, nanny; or a form of the name HANNAH. 



NASA, NASCA, NASKA. Form of the name ATANASKA or ANASTASIA. Naming day could be celebrated on the Naming Days associated with any of those names.



NATA. A Bulgarian nickname for NATALIYA, NASTA, NADEZHDA. Found in southwestern Bulgaria.  Naming Day may be celebrated on any day associated with any of those names. 



NATALIA, NATALIJA, NATALIYA, NATASHA, LATA. Common Bulgarian female name. From the Latin natale domini & the Russian meaning birthday, natal day, the Lord's birthday, Christmas, born at Christmastide; or from the Russian meaning born Christian; or natural. In the past, through Romanian and Serbian; later through the Russian. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: LATASHA, NATACHA, NATALI, NATASHENKA, NATALIE (American), NATALIIA, NATALINDRY, NATALYA, NATRON, NATASYA, NATHALIE (French), NATIKA, NATINKA, NATTIE, NETTA, NETTIE, NOEL, NOELLE, NOVELLA, TAHSHA, TASHA, TASIA, TASYA. Related Slavic feminine surnames include Natal'in.



NATASHKA; nicknames include  TASHKA, TASJANA, TASKA. May be related to the Slavic name element tas meaning cut; or related to the name PROTASII.



NATSA. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning include NATSKA.



NEBESNA. The prefix Ne- may be from the Slavic meaning not.       



NEDA, NEDKA. An indigenous Bulgarian name. A form of the name NEDELJA, NADEZHDA, or NEVENA. Naming day could be celebrated on the Naming Days associated with any of those names.Naming Day for most names having to do with a flower or a tree (as Nevena) may be celebrated on Palm Sunday.  



NEDELJA, NEDELKA, NEDELYA, NEDIALKA, NEDJALKA, NEDKA, NEDYALKA. A true feminine Bulgarian folk name, a female name of ancient times, and one of the most common female names in Bulgaria. From the Slavic meaning Christ's Day, born on Sunday; from the Bulgarian meaning Sunday. NEDELYA and NEDYALKA are found mainly in eastern, NEDELKA in western Bulgaria. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: NEDDA, NEDELIA. 



NEGRITA. The prefix Neg may be from the Slavic meaning soft.   



NELA, NELI. Form of the PETRONELA, ELENORA, NEDA, NEDYALKA, NENKA, ANELI, KORNELI, MAGDALENA, or HELEN. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: ELA, NEL, NELIJA, NELIYA, NELKA, NELLA, NELLIE, NELLY, PETRA. 



NERANZA. The prefix Ne- may be from the Slavic meaning not.       



NESHA, NESHKA. The Bulgarian word neshasten means unhappy, miserable, unlucky. The prefix may refer to the Slavic element nes meaning bear, carry; or nose.   



NEVANA, NEVENA, NEVENKA, NEVJANA, NEVJANKA, NEVYANA. A true feminine Bulgarian folk name, and a common female name in Bulgaria. This is a Bulgarina indigenous name which discloses its meaning easily. From the Bulgarian word nevenka meaning marigold. Another possibility is that the name may be from the Irish Gaelic for holy, sacred, from the Gaelic name NAOIMHEAN, from gille naomh meaning servant of the saint. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: NEDA, NELKA, NEV, NEVAN, NEVANKA (Slovenian), NEVINS, NIVEN. Naming Day for most names having to do with a flower or a tree may be celebrated on Palm Sunday.  



NEVELINA. One element in the name, Vel, may refer to either the Slavic for great, bold, big; or refer to illness, pain.   



NEZABRAVKA. From the Bulgarian word nezabravka meaning forget-me-not.



NIJA. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include NIYA.



NIKA. A form of the name NIKOLE or DOMINIKA. Naming day could be celebrated on the Naming Days associated with any of those names.



NIKOLE (ni-KOL), COLA, NIKOLETA, NICOLETTA, NIKOLICA, NIKODIMA, NIKODIMKA. From the Greek name NIKODEMOS meaning victory of the people, victorious army, people's victory, victorious, or victorious people. It is the feminine version of the masculine name NICHOLAS. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: COLETTE (Greek & French), COLLETE, COLLETTE, COSETTA, COSETTE (French), NICHELLE, NICHOLA, NICHOLE, NICHOLETTEE, NICHOLLE, NICIA, NICKI, NICKOLA, NICKY, NICOLA (Latin), NICOLE (French), NICOLEA, NICOLEEN, NICOLENE, NICOLETTE, NICOLIE, NICOLINA, NICOLINE, NICOLLA, NIKA, NIKI, NIKITA, NIKKI (English), NIKOLA, NIKOLETTA, NIKOLIA, NIKOLINKA, NIKOLITSA. Related Bulgarian feminine surnames include Nikolova; related Slavic feminine surnames include Mikitina, Mikulina, Nikitina. Naming Day is usually celebrated on Nikulden (St. Nicholas Day), December 6th for St. Nicholas of Myra. 



NIKOLINA, NIKALINA, NIKOLINKA. Common Bulgarian female name.  From the Bulgarian meaning of Nikola; or related to the name NIKOLE. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning include NICKI. Naming Day is usually celebrated on Nikulden (St. Nicholas Day), December 6th for St. Nicholas of Myra. 



NINA. A Georgian name. A form of the name NIKOLE, or the Hebrew names HANNAH or CHANNAH, meaning grace; or from the name of the Babylonian goddess of the sea; or from the Spanish meaning girl; or from the Native American meaning mighty; or a form of the Greek name EUNICE meaning happy and victorious. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: INA, NINACSKA, NINOCHKA. Naming day could be celebrated on the Naming Days associated with any of those names. 



NINKA.  A form of the Slavic word element nin meaning other, stranger. Other forms of the name might include NIN, NINOCKHA. Naming Day could be celebrated on January 14th for St. Nina of Georgia, on Nikulden (St. Nicholas Day), December 6th for St. Nicholas of Myra.



NONA, NONKA.  From the Greek meaning nine; or a form of the name ANONA, NIKOLA, HANNAH.  Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: NONITA, NONNIE. Naming Day may be celebrated on the days associated with any of those names. 



NORA. Most likely a pet form of of the name ELEANOR. May be from the Latin meaning honor; or an old form of the name HELEN. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: NOREEN. 



NOVKA. The Bulgarian word nov means new. The suffix -ka is probably used to denote a familiarity and is often used as an affectionate nickname, or it may be from the Slavic meaning small. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: NOVA (Latin), NOVIA.



NOUSHKA, NUSHKA.  Form of the name ANNA, ANOUSHKA, PENOUSHKA, or TEMENOUSHKA. Naming day could be celebrated on the Naming Days associated with any of those names.



OFELIJA, OFELIYA, OPHELIA, OPHELIJA, OPHELIYA. From the Greek Meaning help. The name of a character in Shakespeare's 'Hamlet'. 



OGNJANA, OGNYANA. Common Bulgarian female name. From the Bulgarian word ogniar meaning stoker; fireman; or meaning of Ognyan. This name would protect his owner from fire throughout his life. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning include OGNEMIRA, OGNJANAKA, OGNYANKA 



OLGA, OLA, OLJA, OLJANA, OLYA. OLGA is a common Bulgarian female name. From the Slavic meaning consecrated, holy, or sacred; from the Russian meaning holy one; from the Scandinavian meaning blessed, or holy; or from the Old German name HELGA, meaning holy, pious, religious, or sacred. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: EFFIMIA, EFIMIA, ELGA (Slavic), ELGIVA, EUFEMIA, EUFIMIA, EUFIMIIA, EVFIMIIA, EVFIMIA, EVSEVEIA, EVSEVIIA (Slavic), EVSEVONA, EVSIVEV, FEOZVA (Slavic), FERFUFIIA, FERUFA, GLENYS (Welsh), OFIMIA, OLECHKA, OLENKA, OL’GINITSA (Slavic), OLIA, OL’KHA (Slavic), ZINZ, ZINAIDA. Naming Days might include July 11th for St. Olga.  



OLIMPIJA, OLIMPIYA. From the Greek with an unknown meaning; possibly Goddess. Olympus was the name of the mountain home of the Greek gods. Other forms of the name include OLA, OLIE, OLIMPIA, OLLIE, OLLY, OLYMPIA, PIA.



OLIMPIADA . From the Slavic meaning light, olympic. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: OLUMPIADA, OLYMPIADA, . Olump'iada was a martyr, 13-14th Centuries. Olimpiada was the name of the mother of Alexander the Great.     



OLINKA. May be from the name OLIN, a variation of the Old Norse name OLAF meaning ancestor descendent, from the word anu meaning ancestor, and leifr meaning descendent. Or it may be from the Latin name OLINDA meaning fragrant.



OLIVERA, OLIVIA. The feminine form of OLIVER, from the French or Latin meaning olive tree, olive branch; or from the Old Norse meaning kind, affectionate one. The Olive tree or branch was an emblem of peace. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning include OLIVE, OLIVIA, OLIWJA, OLLIE. short form of OLIVER. Naming Day for most names having to do with a flower or a tree may be celebrated on Palm Sunday.  



OREKLIJKA. The suffix -ka is probably used to denote a familiarity and is often used as an affectionate nickname, or it may be from the Slavic meaning small. 



OREOLA. The prefix O- may be from the Slavic meaning surround, embrace.   



OREYA, OREJA. $jht[$, $gkfybycrf$



ORHIDEYA, ORHIDEJA. $jn wdtnt jh[bltz nhjgbxtcrj hfcntybt c rhfcbdb b fhjvfnyb wdtnjdt$ 



ORLINA. From the Bulgarian meaning of eagle.



ORNELA. $erhfitybt$



OTILIYA, OTILIJA. $hjlbyf$



PALMA. $jn l]hdj gfkvf- cbvdjk yf vbhybz b cgjrjty ;bdjn+ d tdh= ghtdjl Nfvfhf$  May be related to the Slavic pal meaning finger.   



PALMIRA. May be related to the Slavic pal meaning finger; combined with mir meaning peace, earth, or great. 



PALOMA. Meaning dove, a baby who coos.



PANAYOTA. From the Greek meaning holiest of holy. 



PANDORA. From the Greek word pan meaning all or every combined with doron meaning gift; the name means every gift.  In Greek mythology Pandora was the woman who unleashed hardship into the world. 



PANKA. From the Slavic meaning governor, lord; or a nickname for names ending in -ban or -pan; or a form of the name PANAYOTA. 



PARASKEVA, PARASHKEVA. From the Greek name PARASKEYE which translates to the Bulgarian word petuk meaning Friday; from a Greek experssion meaning born on Good Friday, Good Friday, Friday. PARASKEVA is found mainly in western, PARASHKEVA in eastern Bulgaria. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: PARASCEVA (Russian), PARASHA, PARASKOVA, PARASKOVGA, PARASKOVGIIA, PARASKOVIA (Slavic), PARASKOVIIA, PAROSKOFA, POROSKOVA, PRAKSEDYS, PRIKSEDA. Related Slavic feminine surnames include Paraskova, Paraskovga, Paraskovgiia, Paraskovia, Paraskoviia, Paroskova, Poroskova, Praksedys, Prikseda. Naming Days could be celebrated on July 26th for St. Paraskeva; October 14th for St. Parasceva the Nun.  Famous Russian saint. Paraskov'ia Mikhailovna lived in the first half of 16th Century. 



PASKALINA. Femine form of the masculine name PASCAL, from the French meaning Easter child, Easter, born at Easter. Pascale was the pre-Christian Goddess of Spring. Pasha is also a form of the name Paul meaning little. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning include EASTER (Greek), EASTRE (English), EOSTRE, PASCALE, PASHA. . Naming Days could be celebrated on June 29th for Sts. Peter & Paul. 



PATRITSIYA, PATRITSIJA. Feminine form of the masculine name PATRICK, from the Latin meaning noble one. Other froms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning include PATRICIA, PATRICIE, PATRYCJA, TRECIA, TRICIA, TRISHA.	



PAUNKA, PAUNA. The Slavic name element paun refers to belonging to Paul; or from the Bulgarian word paoun, meaning peacock. PAUNA is found mainly in southwestern Bulgaria. . Naming Days could be celebrated on June 29th for Sts. Peter & Paul. 



PAVLA, PAOLA, PAVLINA, PAULINA, PAVLENA, PAVLETA, PAVLINKA, POELINA, POLENA, POLINA, POLINE, POLKA. From the Latin name PAULA, meaning small, or little, the feminine version of the masculine name PAUL; from the Latin meaning just a little, little one. Small in stature but big in love and constancy.  It was a Roman name. PAVLA is found in southwestern Bulgaria and among the Catholics of Svishtov district. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: PALI, PALIKI, PALQNA, PALUNA, PAOLINA, PAQLA, PAQLINA, PAULE, PAULETTA, PAULETTE, PAULIE, PAULIETTE, PAULINE (English), PAULITA, PAULLA, PAULY, PAULYNE, PAVIA, POLLIE, POLLY (English). Related Slavic feminine surnames include Pavloveia (wife of Pavel). . Naming Days could be celebrated on June 29th for Sts. Peter & Paul. 



PEJKA. The Bulgarian word peyka means bench. 



PELAGIJA, PELAGIYA. From the Slavic meaning naval, marine. There are no real equivalents in other languages, although PEARL and PAULINA are often used. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning include PELAGA (Slavic), PELAGIA, PELAGIIA, PELAGIYA. . Naming Days could be celebrated on June 29th for Sts. Peter & Paul. 



PELINA. The suffix -ina is a Slavic feminine name ending. The Bulgarina word pelin means wormwood, mugword, wormwood wine.



PENA. Common female name in Bulgaria. A Bulgarian nickname for PETKANA, or PETRANA. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: PIENA, PINAI, PINAIKO. Related Bulgarian feminine surnames include Peneva.   Naming Day may be celebrated on any day associated with any of those names.  



PENKA, PENA. A true feminine Bulgarian folk name, and one of the most common female names in Bulgaria. From the Slavic name element pen meaning foam; or a nickname for PETRA, PETRANA, or PETKANA. In 1979, PENKA was one of the most popular names in the Bourgas and Rousse regions.  Naming Day is probably celebrated on October 14, but may be celebrated on any day associated with any of those names.  



PEPA, JOSIFKA. From the Hebrew meaning She will add; increaser. Dimunitive of the masculine Hebrew name JOSEPH, meaning Jehovah increses, God will increase. The prefix jo-, Yahweh, often translated as the Lord, from Hebrew yah. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: FIFI, JO, JODA, JODEE, JODI, JODIE, JODY, JOSEPHINE, JOSIE, JOSINA, JOZA, JOZEFA, JOZEFINA, PEPCA, PEPITA, PEPE, PEPINA, PETA. Related Slavic feminine surnames include Osipova. Naming day would probably be celebrated on December 26.   



PERKA. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning include PIERA.



PERLA. 



PERSA. Common Bulgarian female name. From the Greek meaning a Persian woman. It is found mainly in western Bulgaria.



PERUNA, PERQNA. May be from the Slavic prefix peru- meaning hit, strike. Other froms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning include PROZERPINA.



PESHA (also Roma), PESHKA. The Bulgarian word pesha means on foot.



PETRA, PETRANA, PETRANKA, PETRQNA, PETRUNA, PETRUNKA. From the Greek or Latin name PETER, meaning stone, rock, one standing and everlasting, or a form of the name NELA. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: PERKE, PETRINA (Russian).  Perke was the Thracian Mountain Mother, meaning rock or mountain peak. She was the oldest of the pagan dieties.  Naming Days could be celebrated on June 29th for Sts. Peter & Paul. 



PETROMILA. Petro may refer to the name Peter, meaning stone combined with the Slavic word mil meaning favor, grace, gracious, dear, precious, kind, nice, considerate, amiable, likable, sweet, charming, beloved. Naming Days could be celebrated on June 29th for Sts. Peter & Paul. 



PETROZARA. Petro may refer to the name Peter, meaning stone combined with the Slavic element zar meaning hot, heat, bake. Naming Days could be celebrated on June 29th for Sts. Peter & Paul.    



PETYA, PETIA, PETJA, PETKA, PETKANA. Form of the name PARASHKEVA, PETRONA, or PETRA. PETYA is a typical name in Shumen. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning include PETINKA. Naming day could be celebrated on the Naming Days associated with any of those names.Naming Day may be celebrated October 14th. 



PIERINA. May be related to the masculine name PETAR, from the Greek or Latin meaning stone, or rock. 



PINA. Form of the name PAVLINA or GURGENA. Naming day could be celebrated on the Naming Days associated with any of those names. 



PIPINA. The Bulgarian word pipam means touch.



PIRINKA.



PLAMKA, PLAMENA, PLAMENKA. Lately a popular female name in Bulgaria. A form of the masculine name PLAMEN, meaning fire, flaming. The suffix -ka is probably used to denote a familiarity and is often used as an affectionate nickname, or it may be from the Slavic meaning small. Other names with the same meaning include ADAR (Hebrew).  Adar is a name sometimes given to Jewish daughters born in the sixth month of the Jewish year which is known by the same name. Naming Day is usually celebrated on Ignazhden, December 20th, for St. Ignatius Theophorus. 



PLUMA, PLQMA.



POBEDA. From the Slavic word pobeda meaning victory. Other forms of the name and names with the same meaning include JAYA (East Indian/Hindu).



POLI, POLJA, POLIYA. Form of the name PAVLINA or POLIKSENA. Naming day could be celebrated on the Naming Days associated with any of those names. 



PQRVA, PQRVOLETA, PQRVOLETKA. May be related to the Slavic name element pur which means chicken.



PRAVDA. The Bulgarian word pravda means justice, truth. It may be related to the Arabic adala which means to act justly. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: ADIL, ASHTAD (Persian), PRAVDOLYUBA. Related Slavic paternal surnames include Pravdin, Pravdik. 



PRESLAVA. From the Slavic meaning before glory. Other froms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning include PEREDSLAVA, PREDSLAVA, PREDYSLAVA, PRESTHLAVA.



PRODANA. From the Bulgarian meaning vowed to a saint.  One of the Bulgarian protective names.



PROLET. The Bulgarian word prolet means spring.  Other variations of the name and names witht he same meaning include AVIV (Hebrew), BRUGON (Slavic), PROLETINA, PROLETKA, PRUGAN (Slavic), PRUHAN (Slavic).  



PURVOLETA. Pur may be from the Slavic referring to chicken.   



RABIE.  May be related to the Slavic element rab meaning slave.   



RADINKA. From the Slavic meaning active, or a form of the name RADKA.  Naming Day may be Celebrated on Koleda (Christmas). 



RADKA, LETITSIJA, LETITSIYA, RAAKA, RADA, RADIANA, RADIJANKA, RADOST, RADOSTINA, RADOSTINKA, RAIKA, TISHA. Common female names in Bulgaria, these names are true Bulgarian feminine folk names. This is a Bulgarina indigenous name which discloses its meaning easily. From the Bulgarian word rada, meaning joy, alive, joyful, rejoicing, delight, gladness; or active, busy one; originally from the Latin. The Latin/Greek name is LETITIA meaning gladness. Sentimental parents gave their children these names wishing their children to be full of joy. In 1979, RADKA was one of the most popular names in the Bourgas and Rousse regions.  Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: FAIN, FAINE (English), GILAH (Hebrew), HILLARY, JOI, JOIA, JOY (English), JOYA (Old French), JOYANN (English), JOYANNA, JOYANNE, JOYELLE, LATISHA, RADENA, RADENA, RADIA (Slavic), RADILA, RADINA, RADITSA, RADO (Slavic), RADOSTA (Slavic), RATKA (Salvic).  Related paternal Slavic surnames include Radokovaia, Radin. The masculine form of the name includes RADOSTIN. Naming Day may be Celebrated on Koleda (Christmas). Name day for RADA and RADKO is usually celebrated on February 1st (or 14th), Trifonovden or Trifon Zarezan for St. Trifon. RADOSTINA is celebrated on Februay 2.



RADMILLA, RADMILA. From the Slavic meaning worker for the people, industrious for the people.



RADOSLAVA.  Feminine version of the masculine name RADOSLAV. From the Slavic phrase rad slav meaning glorious work; or from the Slavic rada meaning joyous, glad combined with slava meaning glory. Slaw is the Polish form of the Russian element slava meaning fame, glory. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: RADOSLAWA (Slavic), RADSLAVA, RATSLAVA. Related Bulgarian feminine surnames include Radoslavova. Naming Day may be Celebrated on Koleda (Christmas).



RADOSVETA.  May refer to the Slavic rada meaning joyous, glad combined with the Slavic word cvet meaning flower; or from the Russian meaning star, bright. Naming Day for most names having to do with a flower or a tree may be celebrated on Palm Sunday.  Naming Day may be Celebrated on Koleda (Christmas). 



RAFAELA. Meaning God has healed. 



RAFINA. May be related to the Russian masculine name RAFAIL, from the Hebrew name RAPHAEL meaning healing of God, healed by God, God rested. It was the name of an archangel. May be related to the Slavic name element fin meaning fair, white, from Gaelic fionn; or afin meaning Athenian. Naming Day is most likely celebrated on November 8 for Archangel Michael. 



RAHILA. From the Hebrew meaning ewe, a lamb, Innocence of a lamb. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning include PAHILA, RACHEL, RAHNA, RAQUEL (Spanish), RASHA, RASHKA, REYCHUL. Rachel was the favorite wife of Jacob in the Old Testament and the mother of Joseph and Benjamin. 



RAINA (RAI-na), RAIA, RAJA, RAJNA, RAYA, RAYNA. Bulgarian nickname for RADOSTINA, REGINA, RADKA. Raina Kabaivanska is a Bulgarian opera singer.  Naming Day may be celebrated on any day associated with any of those names, but s most likely celebrated on November 8 for Archangel Michael.



RAISA. From the Slavic meaning easy, prepared. 



RAJNICHKA, REGINA. From the Latin meaning queen, queenly, royal; or the feminine form of the name REGINALD. The name may also be an English version of the Irish Gaelic name RIOGHNACH, which shares the same meaning, though historically unrelated. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: GINA, RAGINA, RAJENA, RAYNA, REDZHINA, REGENA, REGENIA, REGENNIA, REGIA, REGIENA, REGINE (French), REGINIA, REGINIQUE, REGINY (Polish), REGIS, REJINA, RENE, REZHINA. EVGENI is a related name. Naming Day may be celebrated on Koleduvane on Christmas eve Decemeber 24th. 



RAJKA. From the Slavic word raj meaning paradise. The suffix -ka is probably used to denote a familiarity and is often used as an affectionate nickname, or it may be from the Slavic meaning small. 



RALICA. May be related to the Slavic name element ral which means plow.



RALITSA. A common female name in Bulgaria. This is a Bulgarina indigenous name which discloses its meaning easily. From the Bulgarian word ralitsa meaning larkspur. This name became popular after P. P. Slaveikov’s poem Ralitsa.



RANKA. The prefix ran may be from the Slavic meaning early, morning.   



RAYMONDA, RAMONA. From the Old German/Teutonic or Spanish meaning mighty protector, wise protector, wise protection, might protector. 



RAZDELINA. Raz- is a Slavic previx meaning either apart, scatter; or intense; or negation.      



REBEKA. From the Hebrew meaning servant of God, a snare, bound, yoke,  faithful, the ensnarer, or fat and full. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning include BECCA (English), BECKI, BECKY, REBA (English), REBECCA. Rebeka was the wife of Isaac in the Old Testament.



RENETA. From the French word renette which is a kind of apple; or related to the name RENATA.



RENI. From the Latin name RENATA, from the word renatus meaning born again. Other forms of the name include RENE (English), RENEE (French), RENATO, RENÉ. RENÉE (feminine form of RENÉ), REENE. RENITA is either from the Latin meaning to be firm or a form of RENATA. There is a type of apple tree called Reneta. Naming Day for most names having to do with a flower or a tree may be celebrated on Palm Sunday.  



RIKA.



RILKA, RILA. An indigenous Bulgarian name. Named for the Rila mountains.  



RINA.



RISANA, RIZA. Riza is the Bulgarian word for shirt. 



RITA. Short form of names ending in rita, or a form of the name MARGARETA, ARETHA, or CHARITY.



ROBERTA. Feminine form of ROBERT, from the Old English meaning shining with fame, bright fame. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning include BOBBI (English), BOBBY, ROBIN (Anglo-Saxon). 



RODA, RODINA, RODNA. From the Bulgarian word rod meaning birth, origin, kin. A girl with this name was expected to continue her own kin or race.



ROUMIANA, RQMENA, RUMENA, RUMJANA, RUMENKA, RUMJANKA, RUMYANA. A true feminine Bulgarian folk name, and one of the most common female names in Bulgaria, especially Sofia. From the Bulgarian meaning ruddy, pink-cheeked. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning include RQMI, RQMJANA, RQMYANA, RUMI.



ROSA, ROS, ROSALINA, ROSICA, ROSINA, ROZA, ROZABELA, ROZABLANKA, ROZALIJA, ROZALINA, ROZALIYA, ROZAMUNDA, ROZETA, ROZKA. This is a Bulgarina indigenous name which discloses its meaning easily. From the Bulgarian word rosa, meaning dew, the Slavic rosa indicating humidity, dampness. The Latin name ROSEMARY means dew of the sea and is related to the name ROSE. It may also be from the Latin meaning rose; or from the Greek or English name ROSE meaning a rose; or it may go back to an unknown Oriental source. The rose is queen of all flowers. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: RHODA (Greek), ROSABELLA (Slavic), ROSALIA (Slavic), ROSALIE (English), ROSALJA, ROSA, ROSE, ROSINA (Italian), ROSITA (Spanish), ROZA, ROZALIA (Slavic), ROZALIJA, ZALA (Slavic), ZALKA, ZINA, ZENA. Naming Day for most names having to do with a flower or a tree may be celebrated on Palm Sunday.  



ROSITSA, ROSITZA, ROSSITSA. An indigenous Bulgarian name. A geographical name for the Rositsa River in northern Bulgaria; or from the name ROSA meaning dew; or a form of the name ROKSANA. One of the ten most common girls names in Sofia in 1979.



ROSKA, ROKSANA. From the Persian meaning brilliant one; or it may be related to the name ROZA. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning include ROSALENA, ROSALINA, ROSANA, ROSINA, ROSITSA, ROSNA, ROXANNE (Persian), ROXANNA, RQSALENA, RQSALINA, RQSALIJA, RQSALIYA, RQSANA, RQSKA, RUSALENA, RUSALINA, RUSALIJA, RUSALIYA, RUSANA, RUSKA. Roxanne was the wife of Alexander the Great. 



ROSTISLAVA. From the Slavic meaning growing glory, from the element rosts meaning usurp plus slava meaning glory.  Slaw is the Polish form of the Russian element slava meaning fame, glory. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning inlcude ROSCISLAWA, ROSTA, ROSTINA, ROSTINKA, ROSTISLAVA, ROSTUSKA. Related Slavic feminine surnames include Rostislavliaia. 



RUMIANA. From the Slavic word element rumianyi meaning red, rosy; or beauty.



RUSALKA, RUSA, RUSANKA. From the Slavic meaning redhead, blond. RUSA is found mainly in western Bulgaria. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: ROSSO, RUS (Slavic), RUSHA, RUSSO, RUZ, RUZO. Related Slavic surnames include Rusalkin. 



RUSKA, RQSALENA, RQSANA, RQSKA, RUSALENA, RUSANA. From the Slavic meaning redhead, blond; or Russian; or a form of the name ROSKA. Other forms of the name, nicknmames, and names with the same meaning may inlcude RQSALINA, RUSALINA, RUSSKO.



RUSLANA, RQSLANA.  Rus may be from the Slavic referring to redhead, red-haired.   



RUT, RQT, RQTA, RUTA. From the Slavic meaning herb-of-grace (a plant).



RUZHA, RQZHA.  From the Bulgarian meaning hollyhock; or from the Slavic meaning rosy.  The name is typical of southwestern Bulgaria. Related Slavic feminine surnames include Ruzhich.



SABELL. From the Latin meaning beautiful, or nobly bright; or from the Hebrew name ISABELLA (a form of ELIZABETH) meaning pledged to God, consecrated to God, or oath of God. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: BELLE (French), BELLA, BELA, BELL, BELLETTE. 



SABINA, SABKA, SAVA, SAVINA, SAVKA, SQBINA, SQBKA, SUBA, SUBKA, . From the Greek meaning Saturday, born on Saturday, sabbath; or from the Latin meaning Sabine woman, a Sabine lady, woman of Sabine; or from the Slavic meaning old man; or its source may be a Slavic expression whose meaning has been lost. Sabine was an ancient tribe of central Italy. SAVA is usually a boy's name, but sometimes given to a girl whose parents wished for a boy. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning include BINNIE, SAVELINA, SAVELIJA, SAVELIYA, SAVENA, SAVETA, SAVINA, SAVKA, SUBINA, SUBOTANA, SUBOTINA. Naming Day is most likely celebrated on Sava, December 5th, for St. Sabbas the Sanctified. 



SABRINA. From the Latin for from the boundry line, or from the Celtic with an unknown meaning from a river name. Sabrina was the name of a princess in Celtic legend. 



SAFINA. May be related to the Slavic element afin meaning Athenian.



SANYA. From the Arabic meaning radiant; or a nickname for for ALEXANDRA. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning include SANKA. 



SARA. From the Hebrew meaning lady, or princess. Other forms of the name include SADIE (English), SALLY (English), SARAH, SARI, SAROLTA, SARIKA, SASA (Slovenian). The wife of Abraham in the Old Testament. Her name was originally SARAI. 



SARAFKA. May be from the Hebrew name SERAPHINA, meaning ardent one. The suffix -ka is probably used to denote a familiarity and is often used as an affectionate nickname, or it may be from the Slavic meaning small. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: SARA, SARAFINA, SARAFINE, SARAPHINA, SARAPHINE, SERAFINA, SERAFINE.  Naming Days could include January 2nd for the Repose of St. Seraphim of Sarov, January 2; July 19th for the Glorification of St. Seraphim of Sarov. 



SARENA. May be related to the Latin name SERENA, meaning tranquil, fair, bright, serene one; or a form of the name SARAH, from the Hebrew meaning lady, or princess. SERENA was the name of an early saint. 



SEDEFKA, SEDEFA. Sedef is a Bulgarian word meaning mother-of-pearl. The suffix -ka is probably used to denote a familiarity and is often used as an affectionate nickname, or it may be from the Slavic meaning small. 



SELIME. May be related to the Slavic name element sel which means field, pasture combined with the element im meaning have, acquire. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning include SALLY.



SERAFIMA. From the Slavic meaning fiery angels. 



SERDGIE. Probably from the Latin meaning the attendant, servant, attendant, helper, he who serves. From the Roman family name SERGIUS, an old Roman family. Naming Day is most likely celebrated on October 3. 



SETA, SETKA. May be related to the Bulgarian element set meaning complain, cry out.   



SEVASTICA, SEVASTA, SEVASTIJA, SEVASTIYA. From the Greek meaning revered, majestic, sacred, magnificent. Other froms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning include SEVASTIANA, SEVASTIANIIA. Related Slavic feminine surnames include Savast'ianova. 



SEVDA, SEVDALINA, SEVDELINA, SEVDENA. A Turkish name of Arab origin meaning love; related to the Bulgarian word libe meaning sweetheart. SEVDENA is found in Sofia and Pernik districts. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning include SEVDANA.



SEVGUL.    



SEVERENA. Possibly a form of the name VERENA, from the Latin meaning springlike, or possibly a pet form of the name VERA, from the Latin meaning true, or truth, or from the Slavic meaning faith; or related to the Bulgarian word sever meaning north.



SEVETA, SEVETKA, TSENA, TSVETANA, TSVETA, TSVETANA, TSVETANKA, TZVETANA; nicknames include TANA, TANJA, TANYA, TANICHKA, TANKA, TITKA. Common female name in Bulgaria. A true feminine Bulgarian folk name. This is a Bulgarina indigenous name which discloses its meaning easily. From the Bulgarian word tsvete, meaning flower. TSENA is found mainly in western Bulgaria. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning include TSENKA, TSETSA, TSETSKA, TSVETE, TSVETELINA, TSVETINA, TSVETLENA, TSVETNA, TSVETOZARA, TSYATA. Naming Day for most names having to do with a flower or a tree may be celebrated on Palm Sunday.  



SEVI.  Probably a nickname for SEVERENA, SEVETA, SEVGUL, or SEVDA.



SHINKA. The Slavic word element in may mean other, different.  The suffix -ka is probably used to denote a familiarity and is often used as an affectionate nickname, or it may be from the Slavic meaning small.  



SHTERJANA. Perhaps the Slavic element ter refers to rub, grate.  



SIBEL, SIBILA. May be related to the name SIBYL, from the Greek meaning the prophetess, a prophetess, fortune-teller. The name of a group of pagans who followed Apollo. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: BYBILL, CIBIL, CIBYL, CYBIL, SIB, SIBBIE, SIBBY, SIBELLA, SIBELLE, SIBILLA, SIBYL, SIBYLL, SYBIL (English), SYBILLA, SYBILLE. 



SIDONIYA, SIDONIJA.



SILVIA, SILVA, SILVANA, SILVIJA, SILVIYA, SILVIYANA, SYLVANA, SYLVANAL, SYLVIA. A common female name in Bulgaria, but not a native one. From the Latin word silva meaning wood.  The name means from the forest, wood, belonging to the forest,  or girl from the forest. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: SILVAINE, SILVANA, SILVANNA, SILVIANA, SILVIANNE, SILVIE, SYLVA, SYLVANNA, SYLVEE, SYLVETTE, SYLVIANA, SYLVIANNE, SYLVIE, SYLVINE, SYLWIA (Slavic), ZILVIA, ZYLVIA. Rhea Silvia was the mother of Romulus and Remus, founders of Rome. Naming Day could be celebrated on January 2nd (or 6th).  



SILYANA. From the Bulgarian word sila which means strength, force, power, might. This name suggests strength, both physical and spiritual. The masculine form of the name includes SILYAN.



SIMILICA. The word element mil from the Slavic meaning favor, grace, gracious, dear, precious, kind, nice, considerate, amiable, likable, sweet, charming, beloved; or from Polish mily meaning dear, beloved, affection.

    

SIMKKA. The word element im may be from the Slavic meaning have, acquire. The suffix -ka is probably used to denote a familiarity and is often used as an affectionate nickname, or it may be from the Slavic meaning small.  



SIMONA, SIMA, SIMKA, SIMEONKA. feminine form of the name SIMON, from the Hebrew meaning God is heard, listening intently, hearing, one who hears, obedient, hearkening . Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: SIMONE (French), SIMONIDA (Slavic). Name Day would most likely be celebrated on Simeonovden for St. Simeon, which is either celebrated 2 or 3 February, depending on the area of Bulgaria. Naming Day could also be celebrated on March 12th for St. Simeon the New Theologian, April 27th for Simeon Kinsman of the Lord, May 10th for Apostle Simon the Zealot, September 1st for St. Simon the Stylite. 



SIRMA. From the Turkish meaning tinsel, gold thread.



SLADUNA, SLADANA, SLADKA, SLADUNKA. From the Slavic element slad meaning sweet, sugary.   



SLAVA, SLAVKA. Bulgarian nickname for RADOSLAV, SLAVENA, STANASLAVA, SLAVOMIRA. The Slavic element slava means praise, glory. Naming Day may be Celebrated on Koleda (Christmas) or on any day associated with any of those names.



SLAVENA, SLAVEJKA, SLAVICA, SLAVJANA, SLAVJANKA, SLAVYANA. From the Slavic meaning Slav, feminine form of the name SLAVEN. May be related to the Bulgarian word slava meaning glory; name; fame, celebrity; reputation; kudos. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: SLAVENKA. 



SLAVEYA. A zoological name meaning nightingale (Luscinia megarhynchos); or a form of the name SLAVENA.



SLAVOMIRA. From the Slavic slav meaning glory, plus mir meaning either earth, peace or great; making the meaning glorious earth, glorious peace, or great glory. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning include SLAUMERA, SLAVA, SLAVIMIRA, ZILLEMARA. 



SLAVYANKA. From the Slavic, a combination of the names SLAVA (glory) and YANKA (God’s gift or daring); or a form of the name SLAVYANA. Naming Day may be celebrated June 24th for Yanka.  



SLOVENA.  



SMARAGDA, SMARAYDA. From the Greek name SMARAGD meaning emerald.



SMILENA, SMILYANA. From  the Slavic element smil meaning dear, beloved.   



SMIRNA. From the Greek meaning myrrh.



SNEZA. May be related to the name ELIZABETH, from the Hebrew meaning oath of God, or consecrated to God.



SNEZHINKA, SNEJANA, SNEZANA, SNEZHA, SNEZHANA, SNEZHANKA, SNEZHINA, SNEZHKA. From the Bulgarian meaning Snowflake.



SOKOLENA, SOKOLINA. From the Bulgarian meaning a sharp looking, brave person, like the falcon.



SOPHIA, SOFI, SOFIA, SOFIAYA, SOFIETI, SOFIJA, SOFIJANKA, SOFIJKA, SOFKA, SOFINA, SOFKA, SONIA, SONJA, SONYA. An ancient name, from the Greek meaning wisdom, or the wise one. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: AKELA (Tanzanian), AKEYLA (Tanzanian), AKEYLAH (Tanzanian), AKILI (Tanzanian), ATHENA (Greek), ATHENE, ATHENEE, DALLAS (Gaelic), SOFA, SOFEIA, SOFIAS, SOFIN, SOFIIA, SOFIYA (Slavic), SONECHKA, SONYURU, SONYUSHA, TSONYA, VIDYA (East Indian/Hindu), ZOFEIA, ZOFIA, ZSOFIA, ZSOFI, ZSOFKA. SONIA is the Russian form of SOPHIA. Athena was the Greek Goddess of wisdom. Releated Slavic maternal surnames include Sof'in. Naming day is most likely celebrated on September 17th. It could be celebrated on December 3rd for Prophet Sophias.  



SOFRONA. May be related to the Greek name SOPHRONIO meaning  self-controlled. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: SOFRONJA (Slavic).



SOTIRKA. May be related to the Slavic word element tir meaning strike, hit. The suffix -ka is probably used to denote a familiarity and is often used as an affectionate nickname, or it may be from the Slavic meaning small.  



SPASA, SPASENA, SPASENKA, SPASIJKA, SPASKA, SPASUNA. From the Slavic/Old Bulgarian meaning saved. The Slavic name SPASKO means savior. Related feminine Slavic surnames include Spasenieva. Sotirik was a Christian martyr in 1356, and Naming Day could be celebrated May 24th. 



SPASIMIRA. From the Slavic spas meaning saved, plus mir meaning either peace, world, or great. Sotirik was a Christian martyr in 1356, and Naming Day could be celebrated May 24th. 



SQDBINA. The Bulgarian word sudbini means future, fortunes. The Slavic suffix -ina is a feminine name ending.



SQLZINA. May be related to the Bulgarian root skal meaning rock, crag. Related Bulgarian feminine surnames include Sqleva.



SREBRA, SREBKA, SREBRIETA, SREBRINA. From the Bulgarian root sreb meaning silver. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: EIRIAN (Welsh). 



SRETKA, SRETYA. 



STALINKA. May be derived from the Basque words astapotro meaning brutish, in a brutish way; alienatu meaning to kill a person; and inola meaning in any way possible; resulting in the name meaning in a brutish way he kills people any way possible. A political name from the masculine name STALIN.  



STAMENA, STAMENKA. From the Bulgarian meaning will be unshakable and firm.



STAMATA, STAMATKA, ZAPRYANA. A Bulgarian protective name from the Greek meaning halt. In cases where babies came one after another, the tenth or eleventh was christened with this name, meaning halt; no more  babies in that family. The masculine form of the name includes ZAPRYAN.



STAMBOLKA. Meaning of Stambul. This name is typical of Sofia villages. The similar surnames Stambolov or Stamboliiski meanone who visited or lived in Stambul (Constantinople).



STANA, STANI, STANIKA, STANOJKA. There  are a number of other similar names, with subtle differences in meaning. A from of the name STANKA, STANISLAVA or STANIMIRA. STANA is found mainly in northwestern Bulgaria. 



STANIMIRA; nicknames include STANA, STANI, STANIKA, STANOJKA. From the Bulgarian meaning bring peace.



STANISLAVA; nicknames include STANA, STANI, STANIKA, STANOJKA. From the Slavic meaning glorious government, glorious caretaker, stand, glory; or a form of the name STANLEY, meaning camp glory, pride of the camp; or from the Old English meaning stone clearing. Slaw is the Polish form of the Russian element slava meaning fame, glory. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: SARAH, STANASLAVA, STANASLAWA, STANICKA, STANISLAWA (Slavic), STANUSKA, STELLA, STRANIZLAVA. 



STANKA (also Roma), CONKA, TSANKA, TSONA, TSONKA. ZANKA; nicknames include STANA, STANI, STANIKA, STANOJKA. An Indigenous Bulgarian name. There  are a number of other similar names, with subtle differences in meaning. From the Bulgarian meaning stay in one place; meaning to stay alive, stay in place, withstand. Unfortunate parents, who had lost a number of children, wished their new baby to live and gave one of these names. STANKA is one of the most common female names in Bulgaria, especially in Bourgas and Rousse. TSONA is found mainly in northeastern Bulgaria. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include TZANKA (Slavic), TZONKA (Slavic). Related Bulgarian femine surnames include Stoeva.  



STAYKA, STANOIKA, STANOYKA. From the Bulgarian meaning stand firm, stand firm, be firm, take one's stand, settle; meaning to stay alive, stay in place, withstand. There  are a number of other similar names, with subtle differences in meaning. Unfortunate parents, who had lost a number of children, wished their new baby to live and gave one of these names. 



STEFANA, FANA, FANI, FANKA, FANNA, FANNI, STEFANI, STEFANIYA, STEFANKA, STEFI, STEFKA. From the Latin meaning crowned with laurel, laurel bearing, conqueror, a crown of laurel leaves, the laural tree; or from the Greek meaning a crown, a garland, or crowned one. STEFANIYA is typical of Shumen. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: LAURA, LAUREL, LAUREN (English), LAURETTA, LAURIE, LAURINDA, LAVRA, LORI (English), LORINDA, PANYA, STEFA, STEFANIDA, STEFANIDKA, STEFANIA (Slavic), STEFANIDA (Slavic), STEFANIE, STEFANIJA, STEFFIE, STEPHA, STEPHANAIE (Slavic), STEPHANIA, STEPHANIE, STEPHENA, STESHA, STEVANA, STEVIE.  Related Slavic feminine surnames include Stepanova, Stefanova. Naming Day could be celebrated on December 27th for Protomartyr Stephen. Saint Stephen was an early Christian martyr, Christianity's first martyr, mentioned in Acts in the New Testament.   



STELA, SHTELA, STELIJANA, STELIYANA, STELKA, STELLA, STELYANA, SHTILIYANA, SHTILYANA, STILIYANA, STILJANKA. From the Latin meaning star; from the Hebrew meaning star, or secret; or from the Persian meaning star. The name is possibly a Hebrew form of ISHTAR, a Persian goddess. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: ESSA, ESSIE, ESSY, ESTHER, ESTELE, ESTELLA, ESTER, ESTRALITA, ESTRELLA, ESTRELLITA, ESZTER, ESZTI, ESTER, ESTERA, ESTELLE, ETTIE, ETTY, HESTER, HESTHER, HETTIE, HETTY, STEL. Esther was a heroine of the Old Testament. Naming Day may be celebrated on the day for St. Innocent of Irkutsk, November 26.  



STOIKA, STOJKA, STOYKA. From STOYA, the feminine form of the name STOYAN. An Indigenous Bulgarian name, it is a Bulgarian protection name. There  are a number of other similar names, with subtle differences in meaning. From the Bulgarian verb stoya meaning stay, remain, stand, be; meaning to stay alive, stay in place, withstand. Unfortunate parents, who had lost a number of children, wished their new baby to live and gave one of these names. 



STOILKA. A Bulgarian protection name. There  are a number of other similar names, with subtle differences in meaning. From the Bulgarian verb stoya meaning stay, remain, stand, be; meaning to stay alive, stay in place, withstand. Unfortunate parents, who had lost a number of children, wished their new baby to live and gave one of these names. STOYANA is found mainly in Shumen. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include STOIANKA (Slavic). Related Bulgarian femine surnames include Stoeva, Stoyanka.  



STOIMIRA. May be related to the Bulgarian verb stoya meaning stay, remain, stand, be; combined with the Slavic mir meaning peace, earth, or great. 



STOIMENKA, STOIMENA. A Bulgarian protection name against illness and bad luck. There  are a number of other similar names, with subtle differences in meaning. From the Bulgarian verb stoya meaning stay, remain, stand, be; meaning to stay alive, stay in place, withstand. Unfortunate parents, who had lost a number of children, wished their new baby to live and gave one of these names. 



STOISLAVA. From the Bulgarian verb stoya meaning stay, remain, stand, be; meaning to stay alive, stay in place, withstand combined with the Slavic element slava meaning praise, glory. 



STOYANKA, STOJANA, STOJANCA, STOJANKA, STOYAIKA, STOYANA, STOYNANKA; nicknames include TYANA, TYANKA. From the Bulgarian meaning stand upright. An Indigenous Bulgarian name, it is a Bulgarian protection name. There  are a number of other similar names, with subtle differences in meaning. From the Bulgarian verb stoya meaning stay, remain, stand, be; meaning to stay alive, stay in place, withstand. Unfortunate parents, who had lost a number of children, wished their new baby to live and gave one of these names. In 1979, STOYANKA was one of the most popular names in the Bourgas and Rousse regions. 



STOYNA, STOINA, STOJNA. From STOYNO. A Bulgarian protection name. There  are a number of other similar names, with subtle differences in meaning. From the Bulgarian verb stoya meaning stay, remain, stand, be; meaning to stay alive, stay in place, withstand. Unfortunate parents, who had lost a number of children, wished their new baby to live and gave one of these names. 



STOYNA. The Bulgarian word stoynost means value, worth, cost.



STRAHILA. From the Bulgarian meaning fear of her enemy , related to the Bulgarian word strah meaning fear, dread, fright, apprehension. 



STRUMKA. This is a Bulgarian indigenous name which discloses its meaning easily, from the river in southwestern Bulgaria, the Struma. The name of the Struma (Strymon) River is Thracian in origin and can be traced back for  2500 - 3000 years.  STRYMAN was a Thrace River God. The Thracians were an Indo-European people, who had lived in the balkans since very early, possibly Neolitic, times.



STUDA. May be related to the Bulgarian word stoud meaning cold,chill.



SULZA, SULZITSA.  From the Bulgarian meaning clean as a girl’s teardrop. 



SURMA.  From the Bulgarian meaning gold-plated, gilt.



SUZANA, SHOSHANA, SOUZANA. From the Bulgarian meaning water lily; from the Hebrew meaning lily, graceful lily, white lily. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include , SASONA, SHUSHANIKA, SOSANNA, SUSAN,  SUSANNA, SUSANNAH, SUZAN (Slavic), SUZANNE, SUZHANA (Slavic), ZSA ZSA (Hungarian), ZSUSANNA (Hungarian), ZUZA, ZUZANA, ZUZANNA. Related Slavic maternal surnames include Susanin. Susanna was the name woman falsely accused of adultery in the Old Testament. The lily is a symbol of purity. Naming Day for most names having to do with a flower or a tree may be celebrated on Palm Sunday.  



SVELKA. May be related to the Slavic name element sve which means all. One element in the name, Vel, may refer to either the Slavic for great, bold, big; or refer to illness, pain  combined with the Slavic diminutive suffix -ka, which would result inthe meaning all God. 



SVETA (sve-TA), CVETA. Probably from the Slavic word cvet meaning flower; or from the Russian meaning star, bright.  May be a nickname for such names as CVETALINA, SVETLOZARA, SVETLOMIRA, SVETOSLAVA. Naming Day for most names having to do with a flower or a tree may be celebrated on Palm Sunday.  



SVETLA, CVETALINA, CVETANA, CVETANKA, CVETELINA, CVETINKA, CVETKA, SVETLANA, SVETLANKA, SVETLINA, SVETLINKA. From the Slavic word cvet meaning flower; or from the Russian meaning star, bright; translation of the greek name FOTEINE, through fotos meaning light. This girl's name is used in Serbia and Bulgaria. Svetlina means light in Bulgarian. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: SVETLANKA, SVETLUSE, SVETLUSKA, SVETOCHKA. Naming Day for most names having to do with a flower or a tree may be celebrated on Palm Sunday. These names may celebrate Naming Day on February 3.  



SVETLOMIRA. May be from the Slavic meaning holy peace. The prefix svet- may be from the Slavic word cvet meaning flower; or from the Bulgarian word svet, meaning holy, saint, sacred, saintly. The Slavic mir means peace or great.  Naming Day for most names having to do with a flower or a tree may be celebrated on Palm Sunday.  



SVETLOZARA. The prefix svet- may be from the Slavic word cvet meaning flower; or from the Bulgarian word svet, meaning holy, saint, sacred, saintly. Zar is an archaic form for the words shining, beam, or rays, coming from religions connotations, which would result in the name meaning holy light; or the second syllable of the name may be related to the word car meaning tzar, which would result in the name meaning holy tzar. Naming Day for most names having to do with a flower or a tree may be celebrated on Palm Sunday.  



SVETOSLAVA. From a Slavic phrase svet slav meaning one who celebrates holiness. Related Slavic feminine surnames include Sviatoslavna.



SVEZHA. The prefix Sve- may relate to the Slavic element meaning all.   Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning include SVEZHANA, SVEZHINA.



SVIDNA.  Possibly related to the Slavic word element vid meaning vision, view, form, appearance.    



SVILENA, SVILENKA. This is a Bulgarian indigenous name which discloses its meaning easily, from the Bulgarian word svilen meaning silken. Svilengrad is a town in Bulgaria. The masculine form of the name is SVILEN. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning include SVILKA, SVILJANA, SVILYANA.



SVOBODA, SVOBODINKA. Common female name in Bulgaria. This is a Bulgarian indigenous name which discloses its meaning easily, from the Bulgarian word svoboda means freedom, liberty. SVOBODA is typical of Ruse and Shumen. The masculine form of the name is SVOBODAN.



TAMARA. From the Russian meaning palm tree; or from the Hebrew meaning date palm. The name could also be from the Sanskrit meaning spice. The name became popular in 1909, being the name of the heroine in the historical drama Borislav by Ivan Vazov, a great stage success at the Sofia National Theater. Tamary was the daughter-in-law of Judah in the Old Testament. Also in the Old Testament, a daughter of David. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: TAMARY (Russian). Naming Day for most names having to do with a flower or a tree may be celebrated on Palm Sunday.  







TANA, TANJA, TANYA, TANICHKA, TANKA, TITKA. Forms of the name TATIANA, ATANASKA, TSVETANA. Naming Day may be celebrated January 12th.



TATIANA, TATJANA, TATYANA, TITYANA; nicknames include TANA, TANJA, TANYA, TANICHKA, TANKA, TITKA. From the Russian meaning the fairy queen or giant, fairy queen; or from the Greek name TITANIA meaning giantess, the feminine form of the Russian name TATIUS, the name of a Sabine king TITUS, from the Greek meaning to honor, or safe; or from the Slavic meaning to designate. It may be a variant of an ancient Italian name. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: TANECHKA, TANIA, TATI, TATIE, TATIANA, TAT’IANITSA, TAT’IANKA, TATIIANA, TITANIA, TONYA (American). Related Slavic maternal surnames include Tat'ianin. Naming Day may be celebrated January 12th.



TARA. From the Old Indian meaning star; from the Sanskrit meaning carrying, shining; from the Gaelic meaning hill, rocky pinnacle, crag; or a short form of ASTAROTH. According to legend, Tara in Ireland was the place where the Irish kings resided. Other froms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning include TARREN, TARYN.  



TARIFE.



TEKLA. From the Greek meaning God's glory. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: FECKLA (Slavic), FEKLITSA (Slavic), THECLA (English, Greek), TECLA (Italian), THEKLA (Norwegian). 



TELEFONKA. Modern Bulgarian couples sometimes broke with tradition and named their children in accord with their cultural background and philosophy of life. Some parents obsessed with technology therefore named their children after the telephone

in Sofia villages in 1918, 1930, 1931 & 1939.



TEMENOUSHKA, LYUBIKA, TEMENUJKA, TEMENUZHKA. A  Bulgarian indigenous name which discloses its meaning easily, from the Bulgarian word temenouzhka which means violet. LYUBIKA is also from the Bulgarian meaning violet. Naming Day for most names having to do with a flower or a tree may be celebrated on Palm Sunday.  The name YOLANDA is from the Greek meaning violet flower, a name from the flower violet, from the Greek word ion meaning violet and anthos meaning flower, also a Roma name. 



TEMENUGA, TEMENUNG, VIOLETA, VIOLETKA. From the Bulgarian word temenouaga and the French word meaning pansy, Viola tricolor. VIOLETA was one of the ten most common girls names in Sofia in 1979. These names are sometimes said to be from the Old French meaning violet, from the flower of the same name. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: EOLANDE, IAN, IANTHA, IANTHE (Greek), IANTHINA, IOLANTHE, JANTHINA (Greek), JANTHINE, NOUSHKA, VIOLET (English), VIOLETTA (Slavic), VIOLETTE, WIOLETTA (Slavic), YOLANDE. Naming Day for most names having to do with a flower or a tree may be celebrated on Palm Sunday.  



TEMISA. May be related to the Bulgarian word teme meaning crown, pate; or from the Slavic word element tem meaning idea, theme.  Perhaps the Slavic element is means either come out of; or extreme.     



TENKA. From the Slavic meaning that; may be related to the Bulgarian word ten which means complexion. The suffix -ka is probably used to denote a familiarity and is often used as an affectionate nickname, or it may be from the Slavic meaning small.  



TEODORA, BOZHIDARA, BOZHIKA, BOZHKA, BOZIDARKA, DORIANA, DOROTEJA, FEODORA, FEDOSIJA, FEDYA, FEODOSIYA, TEODORINA, TODORINA, TODORKA, TODORA,TEODOSIYA; nicknames may include DOCHKA, DORA, TOSHA, TOSHKA, TOTKA. Common female name in Bulgaria. From the Teutonic or Greek meaning gift of God, God's gift, divine gift. BOZIDARKA is the Slavic interpretation of the name, the Slavic prefix bozh- means God, divine; dar means gift; so the name means divine gift. The masculine form of the name is THEODORE. In 1979, TODORKA was one of the most popular names in the Bourgas and Rousse regions. DOCHKA may be related to the Russian nickname DUSCHA. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: BOZA, BOZENA (Czech), BOZENE, BOZHENA, BOZKA, DASHA, DASIA, DASJA, DASYA, DODI, DODIE, DODY, DOE, DOLL, DOLLIE, DOLLY, DODY, DORIKA, DORIT, DORO, DOROTA (Polish), DOROTEA, DOROTEIA, DOROTEJA, DOROTEYA, DOROTHA, DOROTHEA, DOROTHEE, DOROTHY (American), DOROTTIA, DOROTTJA, DOROTTYA, DORTHA, DORY, DOSHA, DOSIA, DOSJA, DOSYA, DOT, DOTTIE, DOTTY, FEDIA, FEDJA, FEDKA (Slavic), FEDOR, FEDORA, FEDORITSA, FEDORKA, FEDOS’, FEDOSIA, FEDOSIIA, FEDOTIIA, FEDOT’IA, FEDYENKA, FEODOSIA, FEODOSIIA, FEODOT’IA, FEDOTIIA, FYODORA, PHEODORA, TEODOZJI (Slavic), TERI, TERRI, TERRIE, TERRY, THEA, THEDA (Russian), THEODORA, THEODOSIA, TEODOZJA (Slavic). Related Bulgarian feminine surnames include Dorovska; related Slavic feminine surnames include Fedkina, Fedkovaia, Fedorova, Fedorovna, Fedorovskaia, Fedorovskaia zhena, Fedotova, Fedos'in. DOROTHEA is actually the name THEODORA with the elements reversed. Naming days might include March 2nd for St. Theodore the Soldier, September 19th for St. Theodore of Tarsus, or November 11th for St. Theodore of the Studion, or at the start of Lent, Saturday 6 weeks before the Easter.   



TEOFANA. From the Greek meaning Epiphany, St. Jordan’s Day; from the Greek or Latin meaning gift of freedom from the Greek teo meaning gift and the Latin suffix -fana meaning free. Naming Day may be celebrated on St. Jordan’s Day, January 6th.



TEREZA, TEREZIJA. From the Greek meaning harvester, reaper, woman of Therasia, summer, also a French, Italian and German name. This name is used by Catholics of Plovdiv. Therasia is the name of island off Greece. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: REZA, REZI, TECA, TERCSI, TERESA (English), TEREZ (Slavic), TERI (English), TERIKE, TERRI, TERRY (English), TERUS, TEZIKA, TEZKA, THERESA, TRESZKA, TRACY.  TRACY may also be from the French meaning path, road. 



TIHA. May be related to the Bulgarian word tih meaning quiet, still, calm; or may be related to the name TIA, which is a short form of names ending with tia such as LETITIA, PORTIA, NETIA, ALITIA, DOMITIA. Names with the same meaning of quiet include SMIRENKA (Slavic).



TINA, TINKA. Common Bulgarian female name. Form of the name AVGUSTA, CHRISTINA, HRISTINA, KATERINA, KATINA, KLEMENTINA, KRUSTINA, LATINA, VALENTINA, BENADICTA, CELSETINA, EGLANTINE, or ERNESTINE. Naming Day might be celebrated on the day associated with any of those names. 



TINTYAVA. From the Bulgarian meaning the herb genetian.



TIHOMIRA. Meaning chance for peace from the Greek name TIHA meaning chance; from Slavic phrase tihi mir meaning quiet peace, peaceful person, quiet earth; or from the Slavic elements tech meaning consolation plus mir meaning great. 



TOLINKA. From the surname Tolin. Possibly from the Slavic word elements tol meaning calm, pacify; combined with  in meaning other, different’. The suffix -ka is probably used to denote a familiarity and is often used as an affectionate nickname, or it may be from the Slavic meaning small.  



TOSHKA. Form of the name TEODORA, feminine of the name TOSHO.



TOTKA. Form of the name TODORA, TETA, ANTONETTA, TEODORA. Naming Day could be celebrated on the days associated with any of those names.



TQRNA, TQRSINA. May be related to the Slavic word element tur meaning bull.



TRAIKA, TRAIANA, TRAINA, TRAJANA, TRAJANKA, TRAYA, TRAYANA, TRAYANKA, TRAYKA. From the Bulgarian verb traya which means last, wear well, endure. Unfortunate parents, who had lost a number of children, wished their new baby to last or survive in life, and so gave one of these names. The masculine form of this name includes TRAIKO. Name Day would probably be celebrated on January 18th, Atanasovden, for St. Athanasius.



TRENDAFILKA, TRENDAFILA; nicknames include RUSHA, TRENA, TRENKA. This is a Bulgarian indigenous name which discloses its meaning easily, from the Bulgarian word trendafil which is a folk name for a rose. The masculine form of the name is TRENDAFIL.



TREPKA. The Bulgarian word trepvam means start, wince, quiver. The suffix -ka is probably used to denote a familiarity and is often used as an affectionate nickname, or it may be from the Slavic meaning small.  



TRIFONKA, TRFONKA. From the Slavic masculine name TRIFON meaning well-off. Name day is usually celebrated on February 1st or 14th, Trifonovden or Trifon Zarezan for St. Trifon. It may also be celebrated on January 20th.



TROJANKA, TROJKA, TROYANA, TROYANKA. From the Bulgarian meaning a threefold good life.



TRQNKA. The suffix -ka is probably used to denote a familiarity and is often used as an affectionate nickname, or it may be from the Slavic meaning small.  



TSVETOMILA. From the Bulgarian meaning flower of grace. Naming Day for most names having to do with a flower or a tree may be celebrated on Palm Sunday.  



TZENA.



URANIJA, QRANIJA, QRANIYA, URANIYA. From the Greek meaning heavenly, radient, a woman of divine beauty.  Other forms of the name include URANJA (Slavic). Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: CELE, CELESTA, CELESTE (Latin), CELSETINA, CELESTINE, CELIA, CELIE, CELINA, CISSY, SISSY, TINA. 



URSULA, QRSQLA. From the Latin meaning she bear; from the Russian meaning little bear; from the Bulgarian meaning virgin; or related to the name HRISTA. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning include URSA, URSALA, URSKA, URSOLA, URSZULA (Slavic). Ursula was the virgin saint of Britain who was martyred under Attila the Hun. 



VAIDET.



VAKLA. From the Bulgarian meaning a beauty with black eyes.



VALENTINA (also Roma), VALERILA, VALJA. From the Latin word valentia meaning strong, brave, or valens meaning strong, vigourous, healthy; or from the name VALERIAN meaning strong, healthy; or from the Old French name VALERIE meaning strong. From a Roman family name Valentinus. One of the ten most common girls names in Sofia in 1979. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: TEENA, TEINA, TENA, UALENTINA, VAL, VALE, VALERIE (French), VALEDA, VALENA, VALENCIA, VALENTA, VALENTIA, VALENTIJN, VALENZIA, VALERA, VALERIJA (Slavic), VALERIYA (Slavic), VALIDA, VALINA, VALLI, VALLIE, VALLY, VELORA. Saint Valentine was a 3rd-century martyr. His feast day was the same as the Roman fertility festival of Lupercalia, which resulted in the association between Valentine's day and love. Naming Day is celebrated on February 14.



VANDA. A form of Old German name WANDA, meaning wanderer. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: WENDELL (Slavic), WENDY (English).



VANGALIA (van-GA-li-a). Galia means brightness and joy.



VANIELA. The Bulgarian word vaniliya means vanilla.



VANJA. Either from the name ANNA or the name IVANA. Naming Day may be celebrated on the feast of St. John the Baptist, Ivanovden, January 7th, or December 9th, St. Anna’s Day.    



VARDA. May be related to the Slavic name element var meaning boil, cook, heat.



VARGELIA (var-GE-li-a).



VASILA, KRALJA, KRALYA, SULTANA, SULTANKA, TSAREVA, VACKA, VASELENKA, VASILENA, VASILENKA, VASILISA, VASILKA, VASJA, VASKA, VASSILKA, YASSILKA. From the Greek meaning king, emperor, queen. There were people who gave galmor to their family names, or at least thought so. Without nobility or royal descent, some longed for family names symbolic of noble origin. So appeared names referring to royalty: Kralev meaning kingly. The Bulgarian word kral means king; a possible translation of the Greek name BASILIOS meaning royal. KRALJA may be related to the family name and is typical of Banki, Bistraitsa and other Sofia villages. VASILA is a common female name in Bulgaria; related to the masculine name VASSILY, from the Slavic, meaning unwavring protector; or from the Greek masculine name BASIL meaning royal, kingly, magnificent; from the Greek meaning queenly, regal. TSAREVA is the Bulgarian translation of SULTANA or VASILKA. SULTANA is related to the word sultan, a Turkish name of Arab origin, and is found mainly in eastern Bulgaria. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: BASILIA, VASEKA, VASILIJA, VASILISSA, VASILISTA, VASISA.  Related maternal Slavic surnames include Vasil'eva, Vasilchikova, Vasilevna, Vasilkova, Vasil'evskaia. Naming Day could be celebrated on January 1st for St. Basil the Great. St. Basil was the founder of the Greek Orthodox Church. 



VEDA. From the Old Bulgarian meaning know, be aware of.



VELA, VELI, VELICHKA, VELIKA, VELINA, VELIYANA, VELYANA, VILYANA. From the Old Bulgarian meaning famous; or a form of the name VELIKA, VELIMIRA, VELIZARA, VELISLAVA.



VELIKA, VELICHKA; nicknames include LIKA, VELA, VELKA. A true feminine Bulgarian folk name. Common female names in Bulgaria. From the Bulgarian word velik meaning great, great one, grand, splendid. Veli is the root of the Slavic adjective velik meaning great. Naming Day would probably be on Easter.  



VELINA. From the Slavic element vele meaning great. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and  names with the same meaning include VELA, VELINKA, VELKA, VELUSKA. Naming Day would probably be on Easter.  



VELIMIRA. From the Old Bulgarian meaning famous; combined with the element mir from the Slavic meaning peace; great; or the earth. The name may mean great fame.



VELISLAVA. From the Slavic element vele meaning great; resulting in the meaning great glory, bold glory. Slaw is the Polish form of the Russian element slava meaning fame, glory. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and  names with the same meaning include EVDOKSIIA (Slavic), VELESLAVA (Czech), WELISLAWA (Slavic).  The masculine form of the name includes VELISLAV. Naming Day would probably be on Easter.  

 

VELIZARA. There are several possibilities of the meaning of the name. If Byzantine, it could be a Slavic short form of some Greek or Roman name, for example VELISARIOS or VELIZARIUS (BELASARIUS), the name of the Emperor of Vizantium (Byzantium, the East Roman Empire) who ruled in 680 AD. This was the time when the Bulgarian tribes fought their way in the Balkans and settled in their present day lands. Velizarius failed in his attempt to push them back and in 681 the first Bulgarian Kingdom was founded. Or the name may be composed of two Slavic words. In the Slavic there are some other similar Slavic names (VELIBOR, VELIMIR) which are compounds of two or more words. The word veli is the root of the Slavic adjective velik (pronounced [vehlik] ), which means great. Zar is an archaic form for the words shining, beam, or rays, coming from religions connotations. Today the only derrivative of this word in contemporary Bulgairan is zarya which means fireworks.  So, the name VELIZAR may mean great shining, or great light. Or the second syllable of the name may be related to the word car meaning tzar, and so VELIZAR could be veliki car, or great tzar. Velizar in modern Bulgarian means I’m telling you (veli) and again (zar); or I'm telling you again. The name has also been said to be an Orthodox name of Greek origin meaning crown of glory. Because of its similarity to the Bulgarian word for Easter (Velkiden) it has also been suggested that the name Velizar is related to Easter. Naming Day would probably be on Easter.  



VELZINKA. May be related to the Slavic name element vel which means great, bold, big; or vel’ which refers to illness or pain. The suffix -ka is probably used to denote a familiarity and is often used as an affectionate nickname, or it may be from the Slavic meaning small.  Naming Day would probably be on Easter.  



VENA, VENCHE, VENETKA, VENKA, VENUSKA. Nicknames for NEVANA, VACLAVA, VENCESLAVA, VENETA, VENISLAVA.



VENCHE, VENKA.



VENECIJA. May be related to the Bulgarian word venec meaning wreath, garland, chaplet, a crown of laurels, wreath of laurels; or half, nimbus, aureole. 



VENELINA. Feminine of VENELIN.



VENERA. Roman goddess of love and beauty, from the Latin meaning lovliness, beauty. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: VENUS. 



VENETA, VENETKA. From the Greek venets, translated form of the name STEFANA (crowned with laurel); or a Bulgarian nickname for the Italian department of Venetia; or a nickname for VENISLAVA, NEVANA, VACLAVA, VENCESLAVA, VENETA. Typical of northeastern Bulgaria. Naming Day could be celebrated on December 27th for Protomartyr Stephen. Saint Stephen was an early Christian martyr, Christianity's first martyr, mentioned in Acts in the New Testament.  Naming Day may also be celebrated on any day associated with any of those names. 



VENTSESLAVA, VENISLAVA; nicknames including VENCHE, VENETA, VENETKA, VENKA. From the Greek, a translation of the name STEFANA, meaning crown of glory; from the Slavic meaning ring glory.   Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: VACLAVA (Slavic), VENA (Slavic), VENCESLAVA (Slavic), VENKA (Slavic), VENUSKA (Slavic), WIENCZYSLAWA (Polish), ZVENISLAVA (Slavic). Naming Day could be celebrated on December 27th for Protomartyr Stephen. Saint Stephen was an early Christian martyr, Christianity's first martyr, mentioned in Acts in the New Testament. 



VERA, VERKA, VERUSHKA, VJARA, VJARKA. VERA is one of the most common female names in Bulgaria. From the Latin meaning true, truth; or from the Slavic meaning faith, trust in God, believe, trust; or from the Teutonic meaning one who is loyal & true; or from the Old & Middle English meaning confidence, trust, belief, faith, fidelity, ever true, always faithful, verity. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: ALETEA (Greek), ALETHEA, ALETHIA, FAE, FAITHE, FAY, FAYANNA, FAYE, FAYETTE,  FAYTH, SRADDHA (East Indian/Hindu), VERADIS, VEERA, VERE, VERENA, VERENE, VERITY (English), VEROCHKA, VERUSCHKA, VIERKA, WIERGA (Slavic). It is a popular Swiss name. VERENA is possibly a pet form of the name. REVA is an anagram of VERA. A popular Swiss name. Naming Day may be celebrated on September 17th. 



VERONIKA. An English variation of the name BERNICE, from the Greek meaning bringing victory, harbinger of victory, herald of victory; or may be from the Latin meaning true image. Originated in the royal house of Macedon in Alexander the Great's time. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: BERENICE, BERN, BERNE, BERNEICE, BERNIE, BERNY, BERTRICE, BUNNY, BURNICE, RON, RONI, VERONICA, VERONIKEIA (Slavic), VICKY, VIRONIKIIA (Slavic), WERONIKIA. Veronikeia (Vironikiia) was a martyr of the 13-14th Centuries. 



VESA, VECIL, VESIL. Common female name in Bulgaria, a nickname for VESELINA, VESELA, VASILKA. Probably related to the Bulgarian word veselin meaning merry one, cheerful. Naming Day could be celebrated on January 1st for St. Basil the Great. St. Basil was the founder of the Greek Orthodox Church. 



VESELINA, VESELA, VESELIN, VESELINKA, VESKA, VESELKA; including nicknames VESA. This is a Bulgarian indigenous name which discloses its meaning easily, from the Bulgarian word veselin meaning merry one, cheerful. Sentimental parents gave their children these names wishing thier children to be cheerful. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning include VESSELINA (Slavic). The masculine form of the name is VESELIN. Naming Day could be celebrated on January 1st for St. Basil the Great. St. Basil was the founder of the Greek Orthodox Church. Name day could be celebrated on February 1st or 14th, Trifonovden or Trifon Zarezan for St. Trifon. 



VESISLAVA, VSESLAVA; including nicknames VESA, VESELA, VESKA. From the Bulgarian meaing cheerful glory.Naming Day could be celebrated on January 1st for St. Basil the Great. St. Basil was the founder of the Greek Orthodox Church.



VESNA. From the Slavic meaning spring, from the name of the season. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: AVIVA (Hebrew), JARMILA (Slavic), SPRING (English), VASANTA (East Indian/Hindu).



VIDA, VIDKA. From the Old Bulgarian, from the Bulgarian word viden which means eminent, outstanding, notable. The Bulgarian word vid means appearance, air, aspect, look; description. This name brings eminence to its owner. The masculine form of the name is VIDEN.



VIHRA, VIHRENA. Meaning fast, quick.



VIKTORIJA, VIKTORIYA; nicknames include VIKI. From the Latin meaning victory. A city in Canada bears this name. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: RIA, TORI, VICKI (English), VICKY, VICTORIA, VICTORIYA (Slavic), VIKTORIA (Slavic), WIKTORIA (Slavic). Victoria was a queen of England. Naming Day could be celebrated on November 11. 



VILA. From the Slavic meaning  light, from the Greek.



VILHELMINA; nicknames include VILI, VILMA (also Russian), WILLIE. From the Teutonic meaning resolute protector, wise ruler, resolute ruler. It is the feminine form of the name WILLIAM. The prefix wil- or vil- means resolute. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: BILLIE (English), BILLY, WILMA, WILLA, WILHELMINA, VELMA (English).  



VINA, VINETA, VINKA. From the Old and Middle English meaning noble friend, beloved friend; from the Teutonic meaning beloved, noble friend. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: ALVINA. ALI, ALIE, ALVA, ALVAN, ALVANA, ALVANIA, ALVIE, ALVINE, ALVINIA, ALVY, VINIA, VINNIE, VINNY. 



VIOLA. From the Italian meaning violin; or a form of the name VIOLETA meaning pansy.



VIOLINA. From the Italian meaning violin.



VIRGINIJA, VERGINIYA, VERGINYA, VERZHINIYA, VIRDZHINIYA, VIRINEJA, VIRZHINJA, VERGINIJA. From the Latin meaning chaste, maidenly. According to legend, she was a Roman woman killed by her father so as to keep her a virgin. Virginia was a protagonist in the French novel Paul et Virginie (Pavel i Verginiya) by Bernardin de Saint-Pierre. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: GIGI (French), GINGER, GINNA, GINNETTE, GINNIE, GINNY, VIRGINIA. 



VISHNA, VISHNYA. This is a Bulgarian indigenous name which discloses its meaning easily, from the Bulgarian word vishna meaning morello (cherry). 



VITKA, VITA, VITANA. Old Bulgarian from the Latin meaning of life, living, vital; or feminine of the masculine name VITOMIR, from the Old Bulgarian name VITOMER meaning victor, hero; or from the Slavic vid, ved, vet, or vit meaning vision, view, form, appearance; of from the Slavic meaning vision of peace. 



VITOMIRA. From the Old Bulgarian from the Latin meaning of life, living, vital; plus mir meaning either peace or great. 



VITRANKA. May be related to the Slavic word element vit which means vision, view, form, appearance. The suffix -ka is probably used to denote a familiarity and is often used as an affectionate nickname, or it may be from the Slavic meaning small.  



VIZA. From the Old Indian meaning water; or form of the name VIZANTIYA. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: MAYIM (Hebrew), VOD (Slavic), VODAN (Slavic), ZHITKO (Slavic), ZHITO, ZITO. Related Slavic paternal surnames include: Vodovik, Zhitov, Zhitkov, Zhitkovo.



VLADKA, VLADA, VLADENA. From a Slavic expression meaning to rule; from the Slavic masculine name VLAD, meaning prince; from the Slavic meaning great; or from the Old Slavic word vlad which means owner, possessor. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: AKUTI (East Indian or Hindu), VASILIDA (Slavic), VLADENA (Czech), VLADYKA, WLADYKA. Naming Day could be celebrated on January 1st for St. Basil the Great. St. Basil was the founder of the Greek Orthodox Church. 



VLADIMIRKA (vla-di-MIR-ka), VLADIMIRA. A very early Slavic name which dates from the coming of the Slavs to the Balkan Peninsula at the beginning of the 6th century AD. From the Old Slavic words vlad which means owner, possessor and mir which means peace; or from the Slavic meaning possess peace, to rule with peace; or related to the Slavic name LADIMIR, which is from the Russian meaning world prince, a renowned monarch, prince, royally famous, to rule the land; or from the Russian meaning rule plus great. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning include VLADIMIRA, VLADMIRA (Russian). Related Slavic feminine surnames include Vladimirovna, Volodimerna [from Volodimer]. 



VLADISLAVA. A very early Slavic name which dates from the coming of the Slavs to the Balkan Peninsula at the beginning of the 6th centry AD. From the Old Slavic words vlad which means owner, possesser and slav which means glory; or from the Old Slavic word volod meaning rule, meaning possess glory, glorious ruler, to rule gloriously, splendid rule, to rule with glory. This is a Russian and Czech name. Slaw is the Polish form of the Russian element slava meaning fame, glory. 



VULKANA, VQLKA, VULA, VULKA, VUTA. Common Bulgarian female name. From the Bulgarian meaning wolf. Magical power is invoked by naming a child this, so that the child would not be harmed by wolves or other peredatory animals. Masculine forms of the name include VULKO. 



VUNKA. The Bulgarian word vunka means out of, outside. 



VURBA, VQRBA, VQRBINA, VRUBKA. From the Bulgarian meaning willow tree, graceful tree, willow. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: WILLOW (English). Naming Day for most names having to do with a flower or a tree may be celebrated on Palm Sunday.  



VURBINKA. The plant vervain. Naming Day for most names having to do with a flower or a tree may be celebrated on Palm Sunday. 

VYARA, VIARA, VJARA, VARVARA . A common Bulgarian female name. From the Slavic meaning stranger, foreigner, the stranger. It is from the same root as BARBARA, from the Greek word barbaros meaning foreign, strange, foreign, stranger, barbarian, referring to anyone who did not speak Greek; or from the Latin meaning stranger, foreigner, beautiful stranger, the lovely, but unknown visitor, traveler from a foreign land. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: BAB, BABA, BABBETTE (American), BABBIE, BABETTE, BABS (American), BAIBIN, BALBARA, BARA(Slavic), BARB (American), BARBE, BARBI, BARBIE (American), BARBIRA, BARBORA, BARBRA, BARBY, BARICA (Slavic), BARINKA, BARKA (Slavic), BARRA, BASHA, BASIA, BERBERYA, BERBYA, BOBBEE, BOBBI (Englsih), BOBBIE (American), BOBBY, BONNIE, BONNY, BORA, BORBALA, BORISKA, BORKA, BORSALA, BORSCA, SINOVIA (Greek), VARENKA, VARINA, VARINKA, VARYA, VARYUSHA, VAVARA, VOSKA. Related Slavic surnames include Varvarin. Naming day is most likely celebrated on September 17th. It could be celebrated on Varvara, December 4th, for Great Martyr Barbara, who was a saint killed by her father. She is the patron of architects, geologists, stonemasons and artillerymen. 



YANA, YANKA. Common female name in Bulgaria. Form of the name JOHN; or nickname for BOYANA, STOYANA. YANKA is found mainly in northeastern Bulgaria. In 1979, YANKA was one of the most popular names in the Bourgas and Rousse regions. Naming Day may be celebrated June 24th.  



ZAFIRKA, ZAFIRA. Feminine form of the masculine name ZAFIR, related to Hebrew word sappir; related to the Greek name SAPPHIRA meaning lapis lazuli or sapphire. The name may also be given to simply mean sapphire in English. Found mainly in southeastern Bulgaria.



ZAHARIAN, ZAHARINKA. Some Bulgarians adopted the occupatons or trades of their fathers, and this name could be connected with the occupation of dealer in sweets. Related Slavic paternal surnames include Shekerdzhiev (from the Turkish), Zaharinov. Naming Day is most likely September 5. 



ZAKHARINKA. From the Hebrew meaning the memory of the Lord, Jehovah hath remembered. A prophet of the Old Testament. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning include ZAKHARINA. Feminine form of the name ZACHARY.



ZAPRINCA.



ZARA. May be a form of the name ZAHARIAN or the Hungarian name ZARAND;  or a nickname for any of the names ending in -zara such as VELIZARA, LUCHEZARA, PETROZARA, TSVETOZARA, SVETLOZARA; or  it may be related to the Slavic element zar meaning hot, heat, bake; or from the Arabic meaning splendor of the east, or flower. 



ZDRAVENA, ZDRAVKA. From the Bulgarian word zdrav meaning healthy. Parents want their children to be happy and healthy, and to continue their clan after they grow into adulthood. Those who believed in the power of words might name a baby this when mortality rates were not quite as high; meaning that the child should have not only longevity but also health and happiness. 



ZIFERA, ZEFIRA.



ZHAKLIN, ZHAKLINA. The Bulgarian word zhak means jack. The Slavic suffix -ina is a feminine name ending. 



ZHANA (JA-na), ZHANETA, ZHANNA. May be related to the Bulgarian word zhanr meaning genre, style, manner, kind; or a form of the name JANA. 



ZHELJAZKA, JELYAZKO, ZHECHKA, ZHELYAZKO. This is a Bulgarian indigenous name which discloses its meaning easily, from the Bulgarian word zhelyazo which means iron. It is a wishing name, in the hopes that the child will be strong like iron. ZHECHKA is typical of Shumen. The masculine form of the name includes ZHELYASO.



ZHERAR. From the Germanic meaning strong lance, spear strength; probably related to the Teutonic name GARALD, from the Teutonic ger meaning spear conbined with hard meaning brave.  The name means spear brave, spear mighty, spear rule, firm spear, spear strong, spear ruler, rules by the spear, brave with a spear, mighty spear warrior, hard javelin. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: GARED, GARET, GARETT, GAROLD, GAROLDS, GARRARD, GARRAWAY, GARRED, GARRET, GARRETT, GARRICK, GARRITT, GARROWAY (Anglo-saxon), GARY, GEERT (Low German/Dutch), GEHARD, GELLERT, GERAARD, GERALD, GERALDS, GERARD, GERARDO, GERD, GERE, GEREKE (Old German), GERHARD, GERHARDT, GERO (German), GEROLD, GERRALD, GERRARD, GERRED, GERRELL, GERRIT, GERRY, GHERARDO, JARRET, JARRETT, JARROD, JENYD, JERAD, JERARD, JERANDE, JERED, JERETT, JEROD, JERRAD, JERRED, JERRETT, JERROD, JERROLD. 



ZHIVKA, AISHE, VIVIAN, VIVIANA, ZOIA, ZOJA, ZOJKA, ZOYA.  ZHIVKA is a common Bulgarian female name. From the Bulgarian word zhiv which means live, living, alive, lively. Parents want their children to be happy and healthy, and to continue thier clan after they grow into adulthood. Those who believed in the power of words might call a baby girl ZHIVKA, a name which means to live; meaning that the child should have a healthy and long life. This was a cherished wish of parents at a time when infant mortality was very high. ZHIVKA is the Bulgarian translation of the Greek name ZOE meaning life. ZHIVKA is found in different parts of Bulgaria, whereas ZOYA is mainly in southeasern Bulgaria and Macedonia. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: AISHA (African), VICA (Hebrew), VICUKA, VICUS (Hebrew), VICUSKA, VIVIAN (Latin), ZHILINA, ZHIVANA, ZIVANKA, ZIVKA, ZIVUSE, ZIVUSKA, ZOE, ZOYCHKA, ZOYENKA (Russian), ZOIKA (Slavic) , ZOYENKA (Russian), ZOYYA. Related Bulgarian surnames include Zhivkov. Saint Zoe was a third century martyr. Name Day would probably be celebrated on January 18th, Atanasovden, for St. Athanasius.



ZHORZHETA. 



ZINAIDA, ZINKA. From the Greek name ZENAIS meaning of Zeus, God Zeus. Zeus was the king of the Greek gods. Other forms of the name include ZINA. 



ZJUMBJULA, ZYOUMBYOULA.  $,kfuje[fyyf$.



ZLATA (ZLA-ta), ZLATINA, ZLATKA, ZLATYA (ZLA-tia) . This is a Bulgarian indigenous name which discloses its meaning easily, from the Bulgarian word zlato meaning gold, golden. In 1979, ZLATKA was one of the most popular names in the Bourgas and Rousse regions.Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: KHRISIIA (Slavic), ZLATINKA, ZLATUSE, ZLATUSKA, ZLATUNA, ZLATUNKA. The masculine form of the name includes ZLATAN. Naming Day may be celebrated October 18th.  



ZNEPOLKA. The suffix may be related to the Slavic element polk meaning mass, pile.    



ZORA, AVRORA, ZORKA. Common Bulgarian female name. From a Slavic expression meaning dawn's light, aurora, dawn; from the Old and Middle English meaning dawn,  the dawn of day, daybreak,  sunrise. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: AURA, AUREA, AUREY, AURI, AURIE, AURORA, AURORE (Latin), DAGIAN (English), DAWN, RORA, ROREY, RORI, RORIE, ZORICA, ZORAH, ZORANA, ZORINA, ZORRA, ZORYA. These names may be a nickname for ZORNITSA instead. The masculine form of the name includes ZORO. Aurora was the Roman goddess of morning. 



ZORNITSA, ZORNICA, DANICA, DANIKA. A Bulgarian indigenous name. Related to the Bulgarian word zornica meaning morning star; the planet Venus. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include DANI, DANNICA (Slavic), DANNIKA (Slavic).



ZOUNA, ZOUNKA, ZUNA, ZUNKA. $yt,tcyf k]uf$.



ZVEZDA, ZVEZDELINA. From the Slavic meaning star. From the Bulgarian meaning to be shining and charming as a star.





BULGARIAN BOY’S NAMES



ACHO. 



ADALBERT. From the Teutonic meaning mentally brillant boy, noble, shining. The Teutonic word adal means noble. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: ADALARD (Germanic), ADELBERT, WOJCIECH. 



ADAM. From the Hebrew meaning red, red earth, son of the red earth, man of the red earth, red skin, red earth, of the red earth, man of the earth, earth.Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: ADAMIK, ADAMOK, ADAMOVITCH (Slavic), ADEMEC, ADHAM, DAMEK (Slavic), DAMICK, DAMICKE (Slavic), DAMEK. The biblical Adam was created from the earth. He and Eve were supposedly the first people, Adam the first man, according to the Bible. Damek Man of the earth. Boy Slavic. 



ADRIAN. From the Latin meaning dark one; of Hadria, of the Adriatic. Hadria was a town in northern Italy (it gave it's name to the Adriatic Sea). Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: ADORJAN, ADREIAN (Slavic), ADRIK (Russian), ANDRIAN, HADRIAN, ODREIAN (Slavic). Hadrian the Emperor was a famous bearer of the name. HADRIAN may mean son of Adrian (English).     



AIHAN. 



AKSEN, AVKSENTI. From the Slavic meaning increase, accelerated. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: AKSENTII, AVKSENTII, OKSEN, OKSENKA, OKSENTEIKA, OCZENTE, OKSENTEI, OKSENTII, OXENTE. Related Slavic paternal surnames include:   Aksent'ev Aksentiev Okse Oksentiev Oksent'ev Oksent'evich' 



ALBEN. Probably the masculine form of the name that became popular in Bulgaria after 1935 from Iovkov’s short story and play named Albena. 



ALEKSANDAR, ALEK, ALEKO, ALEKSANDQR, ALEXANDER, ALEKSANDUR, ALEXANDRE, ALIOSHA, SACHA, SANDO, SASHKO, SASHO. From the Greek meaning defender of mankind, helper of mankind, defending men, the avenger, noble, steadfast. This name is common in the Sofia villages. After 1878 when Tsar Alexander II liberated Bulgaria, and his nephew Prince Alexander Battenberg became the first ruler of modern Bulgaria, this little used name gained considerable popularity. One of the ten most common boys' names in Sofia in 1979. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: ALASTAIR (Scottish), ALASTER, ALEC, ALEKKO (Slavic), ALEKSANDRII (Slavic), ALEKSANDR, ALEKSANDRO (Slavic), ALEKSEI, ALES (Slovenia), ALEX, ALEXANDR, ALEXEI, ALISTAIR (Gaelic, Greek), ALLEXANDER, ALLISTER (Gaelic), ALYOSHA, ALYOSHENKA, ELEK, ELI, LEKSZI, LLISTER (English),  LYAKSANDR (Russian), O’KSANDR (Slavic), OLEKSAND (Slavic), OLEKSANDE (Slavic), OLEKSANDR (Slavic), OLEL’KO (Slavic), OLES (Polish), OL’KSANDR (Slavic), OLOSKADR (Slavic), SANDER, SANYA (Russsain), SASHA, SASHENKA, SHURA, SHURIK (Russian), SHUROCHKA. Related Bulgarian paternal surnames include Alexandrov; other related paternal Slavic names include Aleksandriiskoi, Aleksandrovich, Allexandrau, Oleksandrov, Oleksandrovich, Sashchich. Naming Day might include November 23rd. 



ALEXEY, ALEKSEJ, ALESKI, ALEKSI.  From the Greek word alexios meaning helper, defender, one who helps, to defend; or from the Russian meaning protector of men. It has a different etymological root from ALEXANDER.  Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: ALEKSA, ALEKSEETS, ALEKSEI, ALEKSEIKO, ALEKSII, ALEXE, ALEXIS, AL’KSII, ALLEXE, ELEK (Hungarian, Greek), LEKHNO, LESHA, LESHCHIK, LESHCHUK, LESHKO, LEZKO, OBRAN, OLEKHNA, OLEKHNO, OLEKSA, OLEKSEETS, OLEKSEI, OLEKSEIKO, OLEKSHA, OLEKSII, OLENKA, OLESHA, OLESHKA, OLESHKO, OLSK, SHCHITKOVETS, SCHITKOWEC (Slavic). ALEXIA is the feminine form of the name. Related Slavic paternal surnames include Alekseev, Alekseevich, Alekovich, Alekseevich', Alekseikov, Aleksiev, Lekhnov, Leshin, Olehkin, Olekseev, Olekseevich, Olekshinich, Oleksich, Oleksiev, Oleksievich', Oleksin, Oleksinich, Oleksino, Oleksovskii, Oleshin, Oleshkov, Oleshkovich', Olichnicz, Oluskove. Naming days could be celebrated on May 7th for St. Alexis Toth of Wilkes-Barre. 



ALJUOSHA. May be a nickname. The Teutonic element os may mean a god, devine.



ALMOS. From the Slavic meaning dreamy, this name is also seen in Hungary & Turkey.



AMERIKAN. A geographical name named for America. Related Bulgarian paternal surnames include Amerikanov.



ANANI. From the Hebrew name ANANIAS, meaning grace of the Lord, to thank God, God’s blessing. Typical of the Radomir and Trun districts of Bulgaria. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: ANANA, ANANIA, ANANII, ANANIIA, ANANKO, ANNANY, ONAN’I, ONANIA, ONANIIA, ONANKA, ONAN’I, ONAN’IA, ONAN’-ka, ONASHKA, ONASH’-ka. Related Slavic paternal surnames include Anan'in, Anan'ich, Onan'ev, Onan'ich, Onan'in. 

    

ANASTAS, ANASTASIJ. From the Greek meaning resurrection, the resurrected, one who returns to life after death, one who shall rise again, risen, resurrected. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: ANASTASII (Greek), ANASTASIUS, ANASTAZY (Polish), ANASZTAZ, ANSTICE, ANSTISS. The feminine form of the name is ANASTASIA. Anastasius was a Byzantine emperor in the 5th century AD. Name Day would probably be celebrated on January 18th, Atanasovden, for St. Athanasius. 



ANATOLII, ANATOLI, ANATOLIJ. From the Greek meaning from the east. Anatolia is a region of Turkey. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: ANATOL, ANATOLE, ANATOLIY (Russian), ANATOLY, TOLYA (Russian), TOLENKA (Russian).   



ANDON; nicknames include DONCHO, DONKO, DONO. Form of the name ANTON, ANDREW. Naming Day may be celebrated on Andreevden, November 30th, for Apostle Andrew; January 17th on Antonovden, St. Anthony’s Day.



ANDREU, ANDREA, ANDREJ, ANDRIJAN, ANDREI (an-DREI), ANDREY. Very common Bulgarian male name. From the Latin meaning manly; or from the Greek meaning masculine, strong, manly, brave, valiant. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: AINDREA, AINDREAS, AMDERS (Scandinavian), ANDERLIN (German), ANDERS, ANDIE, ANDIRKE (German), ANDONIS, ANDOR, ANDRAS, ANDRE (French), ANDREAS, ANDREBIS (German), ANDREIKO, ANDREIAN (Slavic), ANDREJCEK (Slavic), ANDRES, ANDRESJ, ANDREW, ANDREZJ, ANDRIAN (Slavic), ANDRIC, ANDRIEL, ANDRIEN, ANDRII, ANDRIIA, ANDRIJA, ANDRIS, ANDRO, ANDRUKH, ANDRUSHA, ANDRUSHKO, ANDRZEJ, ANDRZEY, ANDUI, ANDY, ANDZEY, AUNDRE (English), BANDI, DREW, DRU, DRUD, DRUE, DRUGI, ENDERL (German), ENDERLEIN (German), ENDERLIN (German), ENDERLYN (German), ENDRE (German, Hungarian & Serbian), ENDREI, ENDRES (German), JANDER (German), JANDERKE (German), ONDRE, ONDREETS, ONDREI, ONDREIAN, ONDREIKA, ONDREIKO, ONDRI, ONDRII, ONDRIIKO, ONDRIK, ONDRIUSHA, ONDRIUSHKA, ONDRIUSHKO. Related Bulgarian paternal surnames include Andrichin. Related Slavic paternal surnames include Andreev, Andreevich, Andreavitze, Andreevich', Andreikov, Andrevitze, Andriev, Andreianov, Andrianov, Ondreianov , Ondreev, Ondreevich, Ondreikov, Ondriev, Ondrievich', Ondronikov, On'dreevich, Andreichin. Naming Day is most likely celebrated on Andreevden, November 30th, for Apostle Andrew, an apostle who was the brother of the apostle Simon Peter. He is the patron saint of Scotland and Russia. 



ANGEL, ANCHO, ANGELAR, ANGELIN, ANGELKO, ANGIO, ANGUEL, ANJUO, ANKO, ANZHELO, BLAGO, BLAGOI, BLAGOJ, BLAGOVEST, BLAGOY, BLAGOYCHO, EVANGEL, VANGEL; with nicknames including DOKO, DOCHO, DOYCHIN, DOYCHO. ANGEL and EVANGEL are very common Bulgarian male names; from the Greek meaning messenger, angel, angel messenger, herald, the welcome messenger, bringing good news. BLAGOI is a Bulgarian indigenous name found mainly in western Bulgaria and Macedonia, which discloses its meaning easily; from the Bulgarian translation of the Greek name EVANGELOS meaning messenger of good tidings, it means good news, tender news. It is related to the Bulgarian word blag which means gentle, kind, kindly; kind-hearted, good-natured; sweet-tempered; sweet; mild. BLAGO is a typical name in Pazardzhik. ANCHO is found mainly in western Bulgaria whereas ANGELKO is typical of Vladaya, Sofia district. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: ANGE, ANGELL, ANGIE, ANGELO, ANGY, ANJELO, ANGELO, BUDD (English), BUDDY, KIRIK (Slavic). Related Bulgarian surnames include Angelov, Kirikovich, Blagoev, Hadjiangelov, Anguelov. Naming Day is most likely celebrated on November 8 for Archangel Michael.



ANIFE.



ANTIM. May be related to the Horn of Antimy. The Slavic element anti may mean instead. Naming Day is most likely celebrated on September 3. 



ANTON (an-TON), ANTONI, ANTONIJ, ANTONIO, ANTONIY, DONYO, TONCHO, TONI, TONJUO, TONO, TONYO, TOTJU, TOTJUO. Very common Bulgarian male name. From the Latin meaning inestimable, precious one, beyond price, priceless one, invaluable; or from the Greek meaning priceless, of inestimable worth, a man without peer; or from the French meaning priceless; or of unknown Etruscan origin. ANTHONY may be of a different root, from the Greek meaning flourishing; or from the Greek word anthos meaning flower; or it may have the same root as the name ANTON. From a Roman family clan name. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning include AMULYA (East Indian/Hindu), ANNTOIN, ANTAL, ANTHONY (Latin), ANTOINE, ANTONE, ANTONEI, ANTONII (Russian), ANTONIJE, ANTONIN, ANTONIO (Spanish), ANTONIUS, ANTONY, ANTOSHA (Russian), ANTINKO, ANTUN (Croatian), NTIUSHA, ONTAN, ONTANE, ONTIOKH, ONTON, ONTONII, ONTONKA, ONTONKO, ONTONY, TOSYA, TUSYA, TONCEK, TONE, TONI, TONY, TOTO. ANDON may be related to the name ANDREW instead. Feminine forms of the name include ANTONIA. Related Bulgarian paternal surnames include Antonov; related Slavic surnames include Antonovich, Ontanov, Ontiokhov, Ontonovich', Otonskoi. Name Day is likely celebrated on January 17th on Antonovden, St. Anthony’s Day, St. Anthony the Great.  It could also be celebrated on July 10th for St. Anthony of the Kievan Caves. Mark Anthony was a Roman general. Anton Mitov, born 1862, was a Bulgarian artist. Anton Douchev was a Bulgarian playwright. 



APOSTOL. May mean apostle. The Teutonic element os may mean a god, devine.



APRILIJ; nicknames include AVA. May be a form of the feminine name APRIL, from the Old and Middle English meaning born in April, April born, opening buds of spring, the beginning of spring, from the Latin meaning opening, born in April; or from the English meaning to confirm; from the Old French meaning to confirm; or meaning slayer of the boar, boar like. The name of the first month of the Roman calendar and the fourth month of the Julian Calendar. The month April; symbolizes spring. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: APRILLE, APRYL, APRYLL, AVA, AVARELL, AVARILL, AVEREL, AVERELL, AVERIL, AVERILL, AVERY, AVERYL, AVIE, AVRIEL, AVRIL (English), AVRILL, AVRYL. AVERELL, AVERI, AVERY, AVY, AVYRIL, EVERILD. 



ARSENI, ARSO.  From the Greek name ARSENIOS, meaning masculine, verile; or from the Slavic meaning steadfast. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: ARSENII, ARSENIJE, ARSENIO (English, Spanish), ORSENII. Related Slavic paternal surnames include Arsen'ev.



ASEN, ASSEN. From a Turkish surname Hasan, meaning beautiful; possibly from from the Latin name KASEN meaning protected with a helmet. This name was for thousands of years buried in history, but recently revived because of a revival in the study of history. A name that became popular during the cultural movement of the 19th century known as the Bulgarian renaissance. New personal names were introduced that honored monarchs of the First and Second Bulgarian States. Other forms of the name include ACEY. Some Bulgarian-Americans have modified this name to OSSIE. Tsar Ivan Asen I led the revolt against the Byzantine state; established Bulgarian independence in 1186.  Tsar Ivan Asen II was his son and king from 1218-1241.  Tsar Peter Asen was the brother of Ivan Asen I. ASSEN (BELGUN). A noble, younger brother of Todor (Peter). In 1196 Tsar Assen I was murdered by his cousin Ivanko. Some 700 years later, during the period of national revival, a writer of the name of Vassil Droumev depicted the story in the first Bulgarian drama: Jvanko, Assen's Murderer.



ASIOT. 



ASPANUCH. May be related to the Slavic element pan meaning citizen, lord.   



ASPARUHK (as-pa-ROOHK), ASPARUH, ASPAROUKH. From the Old Bulgarian or Persian origin meaning swift horse, master of white horses. Related to the Bulgarian word aspiriram meaning aspire, stirve. This name was for thousands of years buried in history, but recently revived because of a revival in the study of history. A name that became popular during the cultural movement of the 19th century known as the Bulgarian renaissance. New pesonal names were introduced that honored monarchs of the First and Second Bulgarian States.  Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: ASPARUKH, ISPERIH, ISPERIKH.  Asparukh (Isperikh) was the fifth son of Kahn Kubrat, was elected to further the work of his father. He led one of the Bulgar tribes west to the Danubian delta where he laid the foundations of the Bulgarian state in 681, which was to survive for 13 centuries. 



ATANAS, NASYO. Very common Bulgarian male name, found mainly in eastern Bulgaria. From the Greek meaning immortal. NASYO is seen in southeastern Bulgaria. Related Bulgarian paternal surnames include Atanassov. Name Day would probably be celebrated on January 18th, Atanasovden, for St. Athanasius.



ATSE. A Bulgarian nickname for ATANAS or IVAN, mainly seen in southwestern Bulgaria and Macedonia.  Naming Day may be celebrated on any day associated with any of those names.     



AVGUST, AVGUSTIN. From the Latin name AUGUSTINE meaning exalted, hailed, majestic, venerable, consecrated, useful, of great usefulness, imperial, magnificent, gracious; or from the English name AUGUST meaning born in August; or from the Slavic meaning blessed. Avgust is the word for the month of August in Bulgarian. This name is popular with the Catholic people of Plovdiv and the districts of Plovdiv, Haskovo, and Svishtov. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: AGOST (Latin-Hungarian), AGOSTAN, AGOSTON (Latin), AIGUST, AUGUST, AUGUSTUS, AUGUSTYN, AUGUSTYNE, AUSTEN, AUSTIN, AUSTYN, AVKHUSHTYN, GUS, GUSZTAV. Related Slavic surnames include Avgustov, Aigustov, Avkhushtynovich. 



AYSER. 



AVRAM. From the Hebrew name ABRAM, meaning exalted father, high father, father of multitudes, lofty father. The name ABRAHAM may be viewed either from the Hebrew meaning father of many or as a contraction of ABRAM and hamon many. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: ABE, ABIE, ABRAHAM, AVRAAM (Russia), AVRAAMII, AVRAMEI, AVRAMII, AVROM, AVRUM, BRAM, IBRAHIM, OBRAM (Old Slavic), OVRAM, OWRAME. Related Bulgarian paternal surnames include Avramov; related Slavic paternal family names include Abramov, Obramov, Abramovich, Avramov, Avramovich', Ovramov, Ovramovich'. The biblical ABRAHAM was originally named ABRAM, but God changed his name (see Genesis 17:5). Abraham led the Hebrews into Canaan. He is regarded by the Jews as being the founder of the Hebrews through his son Isaac and by the Muslims as being the founder of the Arabs through his son Ishmael. 



BADIUL. May be related to the Slavic name element bad meaning priest, spiritual father.



BALJU. May be related to the Slavic name element bal meaning spoil, indulge.



BAN, BANCHO, BANKO, BANO, BEGO. From the Slavic meaning governor, lord; a name of honor. The Slavic name element ban means citizen, lord. Pan is the Polish word for lord and the pat derived from it can sometimes be used to indicate possession (i.e., belonging to a lord). (IE: Palka Pan)  May be a nickname for names ending in -ban or -pan, such as VURBAN. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: BANK (Hungarian), BANOS (Hungarian), PAN, PANAI, PANANTA, PANANTHA, PANAS, PANCH (Roma), PANCHIN, PANCHINO, PANIUSHITSA, PANKA, PANKO, PANULKA, PON. Related Slavic paternal surnames include Panov, Panin, Pankov, Pan'kovich, Ponov, Banev, Banovic, Banovik. Naming Day for most names having to do with a flower or a tree (as Vurban) may be celebrated on Palm Sunday.  



BECHO. 



BELCHO. May be related to the Slavic name BELOI, from the Slavic bel meaning white.  Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: ALBA (Spanish/Italian), ALBAN, ALBIN, BANQUO (Gaelic), BELEBEL (Slavic), BEL’EK (Slavic), BELETS, BELEVETS, BELI, BELIAVA, BELIIAK, BELIK, BELSKOI, BELYI, BILYI, LABKO (Slavic), LEB (Slavic), PUNDARIK (East Indian/Hindu).  Related Slavic surnames include Belov, Labkovich, Belebelov, Belettskoi, Belikovich. 



BENIE.    



BERCEL. From the Slavic meaning the parts over the hill, this name is also seen in Hungary, & Kabar. 



BILIANAL.



BIRDJAN.



BISER. The Bulgarian word biser means pearl. The feminine form of the name includes BISERA.



BLAZHE. From the Slavic meaning blessed.  The Slavic prefixes blag-, bleg-, blazh-, and blaz- mean good, healthy, light, blessed. Other Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: BASEK, BAZATA, BAZEK, BAZETA, BAZHATA, BAZHEK, BAZHETA, BAZHIN, BAZHINA, BLAG, BLAGA, BLAHON, BLAHOWI, BLASE, BLASEG, BLASCO, BLAZ, BLAZEJ, BLAZEK, BLAZH, BLAZHEI, BLAZHEK, BLAZHENKO, BLOZHEK, BLAZHIN, BLAZIUS, BLAZN, BLEG, BLEGO, BLOZHEI, BLOZHEK, PLAUSIN. Related Slavic surnames include Blagov, Blazhenkov, Blaznov.



BLJI.



BOBY, BOBBY. May be related to the Slavic name element bob meaning seed, bean; or it may be a form of the name ROBERT. Other Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: BOBER, BOBOED.  Related Slavic paternal surnames include Boboedov. 



BOGOMIL (BO-go-mil). This is a Bulgarian indigenous name which discloses its meaning easily, from a Bulgarian phrase meaning dear to God; from the Polish meaning God’s peace; or from a Slavic phrase bog mil meaning God's love, god grace, god favor. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: BOGOMOLETS, BOGOMOL, BOGUMIL (Polish), BOGUSCH (Old German), BOGUSLAW (Old German), BOHOMIL, BOHOUS (Slavic), BOHUMIL (Czech).  Related Slavic surnames include Bogomilov, Bogomiltsev. 



BOJAN, BOICHO, BOIAN, BOJCHO. From the Salvic word boj meaning battle, fight, combat, action, engagement, height, stature; the name may be related to the name BOGDAN; the name BOIAN may mean fear.  Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: BOJANEK, BOJEK, BOJIK. Naming Day may be celebrated on January 11 or on Yordanovden, January 6th.      



BOJKO. From the Slavic name BOI meaning fight. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: BOIKA, BOIKO (Roma), BOK, BORIM (Slavic), SKARAGA (Slavic). Related Slavic paternal surnames include Bokov. Naming Day may be celebrated on Yordanovden, January 6th. 



BOJIDAR (bo-ji-DAR), BOJITAR. An ancient Thracian name. May be related to the Bulgarian word boj meaning battle, fight; combat; action; engagement; height, stature. Related Bulgarian masculine surnames include Bojidarov, Bojantchev. Naming Day may be celebrated on Yordanovden, January 6th.



BOJU. May be related to the Slavic name BOGUSH meaning serve, obey. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: BOGSHA, BOGUSCHA, BOGSHA, BOGUSCHO, BOGUSA, BOGUSCH, BOGUSCO, BOGUSHA, BOGISJPM. BOGUSSA, BOGUSZ, BOGUZA, BOHUS, BOHUSS, BOHUSCHO, BOHUSE. 



BOLESLAV. This boy's name is used in Czech. Its source is a Slavic expression meaning glorious, most glorious, from the word bole meaning large plus slav meaning glory. This name is commonly translated erroneously as William. The Slavic prefix bole- means big, large. Slaw is the Polish form of the Russian element slava meaning fame, glory. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning include BOLEK, BOLESLALIK, BOLESLAUS, BOLESLAW, BOLEZLA, BOLEZLAO, BOLIZLAUS. 



BONCHO, BONJU. May be related to the Slavic name element bon which sometimes means pain, illness; or may be related to the Bulgarian word bonbon meaning candy.



BONE, BONKO, BONYO. Bulgarian nicknames for the names BOGDAN or BOYAN.  BONE is found mainly in western Bulgaria, whereas BONYO is found in eastern Bulgaria. Naming Day may be celebrated on January 11 or on Yordanovden, January 6th. 



BORIL. May be related to the the root word bor meaning battle. This name was for thousands of years buried in history, but recently revived because of a revival in the study of history. Boril, tsar Kaloyan's nephew and the only adult descendant of Assen's House, was set on the throne. Tsar Boril (1207-1218) possessed none of the diplomatic or military abilities of the three royal brothers. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include BORILA (Slavic), BORILO (Slavic). 



BORIMIR. From the Slavic word bor meaning battle, and mir meaning peace. Related Bulgarian surnames include Borimirov.



BORIS (bo-RIS). A common male Bulgarian name. From the Slavic meaning a fighter, a born warrior, one who battles, fight, warrior; or short form of the name BORISLAV meaning glorious fight; or it may have an uncertain meaning. A name that became popular during the cultural movement of the 19th century known as the Bulgarian renaissance. New personal names were introduced that honored monarchs of the First and Second Bulgarian States. When in 1894 Prince Ferdinand christened his first son Boris in honor of St. Tsar Boris, the first Bulgarian Christian monarch, the name became popular. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: BARYSH (Slavic), BARYSHNIK (Slavic), BOIAK (Slavic), BOIEK, BOJAKCHIA, BORCO, BORENKA, BORISETS, BORISH’, BORISKO, BORISS, BORISZ (Slavic), BOR’-KA, BORKO, BORRIS, BORYA, BORYENKA, BORYS, BORYSZ (Slavic), BRIS. Related Bulgarian paternal surnames include Borisov, Borissov; related Slavic paternal surnames include Baryshnikov, Borisovich, Boriskov, Borisovich', Borkov, Borkovskii. The name of a Russian saint and a Bulgarian king. Boris I was the first Bulgarian ruler to adopt Christianity; he was Tsar from 852 to 889; abdicated in 889 to retire to a monastery.  The son of Tsar Peter I, Tsar Boris II proved to be a poor ruler. Under his watch, the Byzantines conquered Preslav and the whole of northeastern Bulgaria.King Boris III was Tsar of Bulgaria from 1918 to 1943. Boris Christoff (1914-93) was a Bulgarian opera singer.  Naming Day is usually celebrated May 2, but it may be celebrated on July 24th for Sts. Boris & Gleb.



BORISLAV . A common male Bulgarian name. From the Slavic word bor meaning battle, and slav meaning glory; meaning battle glory, a fighter, battle, a born warrior, battler, stand, fight, warrior, one who fights for glory; or from the Russian meaning great warrior; or from the Polish meaning stranger-glory. Slaw is the Polish form of the Russian element slava meaning fame, glory. This name became popular in 1909, being the name of the hero of a historical drama by Ivan Vazov, a great stage success at the Sofia national Theater. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: BORISAV, BORISLAUS, BORIZLAUS, BORYSLAV (Polish), BORYSLAW, BORZYSLAO, BURIZLAUS, BURIZLAV. Naming Day is usually celebrated May 2, but it may be celebrated on July 24th for Sts. Boris & Gleb.



BOSILKO. This is a Bulgarian indigenous name which discloses its meaning easily, from the Bulgarian word bosilko meaning sweet basil. The feminine form of the name is BOSILKA. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include BOSIL (Slavic).



BOYAN.  A common male Bulgarian name. This boy's name is used in Serbian, Croatian and Czech. From the Proto-Bulgarian of Turkic origin meaning wealthy; or its source is a Slavic expression meaning battle. the new interpretation is one who commands respect, because people are afraid of him. Related Bulgarian paternal surnames include Boyanov.



BOYKO, BOIKO (also Roma), BOTJA, BOTJUO, BOYCHO, BOYKO, BOYO. An Indigenous Bulgarian name, a common male Bulgarian name. From the Bulgarian meaning bold, daring, brave; militant, ready to fight, a fighting spirit, people to be afraid of him, fighter, one who is feared. This has positive implications in the Bulgarian language. The feminine version of the name includes BOYKA. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning 

may include EALHHARD (English), EALLARD, EFERHARD, KHORB, KHOROB, KHOROBIT (Slavic), KHOROBROI, LIPOT (Germanic). 



BOZHKO, BOZHICHKO.  From the Slavic meaning divine.  May be a nickname for the names BOZHIL or BOGDAN. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: BOCEK, BOCEKO, BOCHKO, BOSCHECO, BOSCHO, BOSE, BOSICH, BOZ, BOZCHO, BOZCKO, BOZECH, BOZEHA, BOZEK, BOZEN, BOZETA, BOZEY, BOZHA, BOZHAN, BOZHE, BOZHEI, BOZHEK, BOZHETA, BOZI (Hungarian), BUSCHO.  Naming Day may be celebrated on January 11, Yordanovden, January 6th, or on Koleda (Christmas).



BOZHIDAR, BOZIDAR. From the Slavic meaning God's blow; or from the Slavic words bozy meaning divine plus dar meaning gift. Other Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: BOSIDARIUS, BOZA, BOZEK, BOZYDAR. 



BRANIMIR. This boy's name is used in Serbian and Croatian. Its source is bran mir, a Slavic phrase meaning peace defender, defender of peace, from the Slavic elements broni or brani meaning armour. 



BRANKO. Bulgarian and Roma form of the name BRANIMIR, BRATISLAV, or BRANISLAV (Serbian name from the Slavic phrase bron slav meaning Glorious defender). This name is typical of the Sofia district. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: BANE, BRAN. Related paternal Slavic surnames include Brankovich, Brankovik, Brankovitsch.Naming day could be celebrated on the Naming Days associated with any of those names. 



BRATAN, BRAIKO, BRAYAN. From the Slavic word brat which means brother. Those who believed in the power of words might give this name to a baby boy in the hope that the first born would have brothers and sisters to call him big brother. May also mean brothers son. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: BARTKO, BRATA, BRATANCHO, BRATATA, BRATIATA, BRATIN, BRATINA, BRATISHA, BRATKO, BRATON, BRATOSH, BRATOSHA, BRATSHA, BRATUSH. Related Slavic surnames include Bratov, Bratoshin.  



BRATISLAV. From the Slavic word brat meaning brother; and the suffix -slav meaning glory. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: BANE, BRACIZLAU, BRATOSLAV, BRATSISLAV. 



BRENDEX. May be related to the Celtic name BRENDAN meaning dark haired; or from the Irish Gaelic name BRENDON meaning a brave, bold man. The Slavic prefix br- means take, slay, overcome. 



BRONISLAV. From the Slavic words broni or brani meaning armour, protection combined with slav meaning glory. The name means weapon of glory, glorious defender . Slaw is the Polish form of the Russian element slava meaning fame, glory. This name has been incorrectly translated at times as BRUNO or BERNARD. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning include BANE, BRANEK, BRANIK, BRANISLAV (Serbian), BRANIZLAU (Slavic), BRANKO (Roma), BROMISLAO, BRONISLAUS, BRONISLAW.  



BULCHRU. May be related to the Bulgarian word bulka meaning bride; young married woman. 



BUJNO. 



BULENT. May be Turkish name.



BUNCHUK. May be related to the Slavic element bun meaning haughty. 



CANJUO, CANO. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: SANJUO, SANO.



CEKO. May be related to the Slavic name element sek meaning partition, section. The suffix -eko may be related to the Basque word which means to produce, fertile, ecology, economy, administrator. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: SEKO.



CHAVDAR. May be from the Hebrew word chavva meaning life giving. The Slavic prefix cha- means foretell, hope.



CHERNYO, MAVRO. CHERNYO is a Bulgarian protective name meaning black, homely, in order to survive.  The name is found mainly in eastern Bulgaria. MAVRO is from the Greek meaning black and found mainly in southeastern Bulgaria. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: CERNIN, CHERN, CHERN’CHE, CHERNAK, CHERNAT, CHERNAVA, CHERNEN, CHERNETS, CHERNIAI, CHERNIAK, CHERNITSA, CHERNJN, CHERNOI, CHERNYI, CHERNYSH, CHIRNIN, CHORNYSH, CHREVO, CHRNA, CHRNATA, CHRNEK (Czech), CHR’NETA, CHRNIN, CHR’NOTA, CIRIN, CIRNIN, CIRNECH, CRINA, CRINEK, CRININ, CRNEK, CRNYI, CYRNIN, CZRINIU, KERN, KERRIN, KERRY, KIERAN (Irish), KIERON, SCIRNIN, SCYRNECH, SHCHERNITSA, SMEDA, SOFRON, TSERNYI, TSYRNIN, VORONOI.  Related Bulgarian paternal surnames include Chernev, Tchernev; related Slavic paternal surnames include Chern'tsov, Chernakov, Chernavinyi, Chernitsin, Chernoevich, Chernomys, Chernoshein, Chernoskul, Chrn'chich, Chreevik, Chrevik, Chr'netik, Smedin'skii. 



CHRISTO (HRI-sto), HRISTO, HRISTOFOR, HRISTOMIL, KHRISTO, KHRISTOS, KRISTO, KRISTOFER. Very common Bulgarian male name. From the Greek meaning Christ bearer, carrier of Christ, bearing Christ, one who belives in Christ, the Christ carrier, the man who carried the infant Christ across the river. From the Hebrew MASHIAH meaning annointed, messiah. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: CHRIS, CHRISTOFF (Old German), CHRISTOPHE (Greek), CHRISTOPHER (American), CRISTOF (Old German), GILLECIROSD, KESTER, KHRESTOFOR (Slavic), KHRISHTOF (Slavic), KHRISHTOFOR (Slavic), KHRISTON (Slavic), KHROSFER (Slavic), KIT, KRIS, KRISS, KRISTOF, kristofor, KRISTOS, KRISTOFFER, KRISTOFOR, KRISTOPHER, KRISTOPHOR, KRYSIU (Polish), KRYSZTOF (Polish), KRZYSZTOF (Polish). Related Bulgarian surnames include Christov, Xristov, Hristov; Slavic paternal surnames include Khristoforov. Christopher was the legendary saint who carried young Jesus across a river. He is the patron saint of travellers. Khristo Botev (1848-76) was a Bulgarian poet and brave revolutaionary leader. Christo (Javacheff) born 1935 in Gabrovo, is a Bulgarian born environmental sculptor; his outdoor compositions often are made form fabrics and plastics. Naming Day would probably be celebrated on Christmas. Naming Day may be celebrated on September 14th or Koleduvane on Christmas eve Decmeber 24th. 



CHUDOMIR. The Slavic name CHUDO means miracle. The suffix -mir means peace.



COLO. The Bulgarian word colo means solo. May be related to the name SOL, which in Latin means the sun; or a short form of the Hebrew name SOLOMON, meaning peace. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: SOL, SOLO. Solomon was a son of David, and a king of Israel. He was known for his wisdom. 



CONJU, CONJUO. May be from the Greek meaning wisdom, or the wise one. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: SONJU, SONJUO.



CONKO. The Slavic element on may refer to he, him. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: SONKO.



DACHKO. Nickname for DIMITUR, YORDAN.



DAFIN. From the Greek meaning laurel, bay tree, laurel maiden, victorious. The laurel was the symbol of victory. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning include LAVR, LAVRIK, LAVRIN, LAVRINKO, LAVROK. Related Slavic paternal surnames include Lavrinovich, Lavrov. Naming Day for most names having to do with a flower or a tree may be celebrated on Palm Sunday.   



DAKO, DAKI. Nicknames for the names YORDAN, DIMITAR. Naming Day may be celebrated on the days associated with any of these names. 



DAMYAN, DAMIAN, DAMIYAN, DAMJAN, DAMYANCHO. A common male Bulgarian name. From the Greek meaning taming, he makes men gentle, to tame, tamed, tamer, domesticated, the true friend, to conquer, to subdue, a victor, from the people, victor. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: DAMON, DAMIEN, DAMIIAN, DAMIJAN, DEMJEN (Hungarian), DEMENY. Related Bulgarian paternal surnames include Damianov.  DAMON may also mean constant one. Naming Day could be celebrated on November 1st for Sts. Damian and his brother Cosmas. 



DAN, DANCHO, DANKO. Nickname for BOGDAN, PRODAN, DANAIL, YORDAN. Naming Day may be celebrated on any of the days associated with those names.   



DANA. Bulgarian nickname for BOGDAN, YORDAN, or DANIEL; or from the Celtic meaning from Denmark; or a form of the Hebrew name DAN or DANIEL meaning God is my judge; or possibly from a surname. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: DAIN, DAINE, DANE, DANON. Related Bulgarian paternal surnames include Danchev. Dana was the mother of the Gods in mythology. Naming Day is usually celebraded on December 17. It may be celebrated on any of the days associated with any of those names.    



DANAIL, DANIEL, DANIL. From the Hebrew meaning God is my judge, God judges, he judged, judge, the Lord is judge. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: DAN, DANAL, DANE, DANEAL, DANEIL, DANI, DANIAL, DANIELE, DANIELL, DANIELLE, DANIIL, DANILA, DANILETS, DANILKA, DANILKO, DANILO (Russian), DANNEL, DANNIE, DANNY, DANO, DNAOS (Hungarian, Hebrew), DANYA (Russian), DANYAL, DANYEL, DANYLL, DARNELL. Related Slavic paternal surnames include Danilevich, Danilkov, Danilov, Danilovich. An Old Testament prophet who lived during the captivity in Babylon. In the Old Testament Dan was one of the twelve sons of Jacob. Naming Day is usually celebrated on December 17.



DANASE.



DARIN, DARI, DARKO. From the Greek name DARIUS meaning possess good, the wealthy man; the Greek form of Persian name DARAYAVAHUSH, composed of the elements daraya menaing to possess and vahu meaning good; or a form of the name DAROSLAV. Other forms of the name may come from an Irish surname or possibly a form of the name DARIEN, meaning little great one, great. Slaw is the Polish form of the Russian element slava meaning fame, glory. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: DARAN, DAREN, DAREO, DARIEN, DARIUSZ (Slavic), DARON, DARREN (Irish Gaelic), DARRIN (English), DARRON (English), DARRYN (English), DERREN (English), DERRIAN (English), DERRIN (English). Darius the Great was a king of Persia. 



DAROSLAV. From the Slavic meaning glorious gift. Slaw is the Polish form of the Russian element slava meaning fame, glory. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: DAROSLAW. Daroslav was a Bulgarian king, 1300. 



DAVID, DACHO, DAVIDKO, DEYVID. From the Hebrew meaning beloved one, friend, beloved. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: ANWELL (Celtic), ANWYL (Celtic), ANWYLL (Celtic), DAFYDD (Welsh), DAVE, DAVEON, DAVIAN, DAVIDSON, DAVIE, DAVIEL, DAVIKT (Old Slavic), DAVION, DAVIOT, DAVIS, DAVISON, DAVY, DAVYD (Old Slavic), DAVYDETS’ (Old Slavic), DAVYDKA (Old Slavic), DAVYDKO (Old Slavic), DAWID (Slavic), DAWSON, DAYSON, DAYTON, DEWEY (Welsh). DACHO may be a nickname for DAVID or YORDAN. DAVIDKO is found in southwestern Bulgaria. Related Slavic paternal family names include Davidov, Davidovich, Davydkov, Davydov, Davydovich, Davydov’skoi.  The biblical David was a king of Israel. Jesus was supposedly descended from him. This is also the name of the patron saint of Wales. 



DAYAN. From the name DAYANA, meaning charming, fascinating, delightful, lovely. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning include ERAZM, MOHAN (East Indian/Hindu).



DELJAN. The Bulgarian word delya means divide.



DEMIR. A Turkish name of Arab origin.



DENIS, DENIO, DENCHO, DIONIS, DIONISIY. From the Greek meaning wine-lover, follower of Dionysius, of Dionysus, from Dionysis, given to Dionyssos, God of wine, shortened form of DIONYSOS. Dionysos was the classical Greek god of wine, responsible for growth of the vines and the originator of winemaking (equivalent to Roman God Bacchus); he was originally of Thracian origin. He originally had a much wider sphere of influence than just wine and drunkenness; he was also the god of vegetation in general, and of merriment. He was connected with the Nether World and the unending cycle of death and rebirth. The name SYDNEY is Old French from St. Denis. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: same meaning include DANI, DEN, DENES, DENIES, DENISEI, DENISKA (Russian), DENISKO, DENNES, DENNET, DENNEY (English), DENNIE (English), DENNIS (American), DENNISON, DENNY, DENNYS, DENYS, DENZIL, DEON (Greek), DEONISEI, DION (Greek), DIONISEI, DIONISII, DIONISIO, DIONIZY (Polish), DIONTE (Greek), DIONUSII, DIONYSIUS, DIONYSUS, DYONIZY (Polish), SIDNEY (Old French), VAKKH (Slavic). The names DION and DWIGHT are related. Related Bulgarian paternal surnames include Denkoglu; related Slavic paternal surnames include Denisov, Denis'ev, Deniskovyi, Denis'evich, Denis'evich'. Saint Denis is the patron saint of France. Naming Day is most likely celebrated on October 3.



DENISLAV.  From the Greek meaning wine-lover, follower of Dionysius, of Dionysus, from Dionysis, given to Dionyssos, God of wine, shortened form of DIONYSOS; combined with the element slav meaning fame, glory from Russian slava. Naming Day is most likely celebrated on October 3.



DENKO, DENO, DZHENKO. From the Slavic meaning day. Also a form of the name DENIS. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: DEN (Slavic), DZIAN. Naming Day is most likely celebrated on October 3.



DESIMIR. This ancient boy's name is very common in Serbian. This name emerged from oral tradition, but educated guesswork indicates that its source is most likely a Slavic expression meaning great longing. 



DESISLAV. From the name DESISLAVA, from the Slavic meaning where is glory?. The Bulgarian word slava means glory; name; fame, celebrity; reputation; kudos. 



DETELIN. The Bulgarian word detelina means clover.



DEYAN, DIAN, DYANKO. From the Old Bulgarian meaning work, act. It is typical of Panagyurishte, and the village of Lozen, Sofia county.



DIKO. The prefix dik- may be from the Slavic meaning either praise, pride; or wild, savage.  



DILYAN. From the Old Welch meaning of the sea, from the sea, son of the waves, man from the sea. The name of the Welsh god of the sea. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: DYLAN, NEREUS (Greek God of the Sea). 



DIMAN, DIMA, DIMCHE, DIMCHO (DIM-cho), DIMO. Root of the name of the Greek God DEMETER; or a nickname for the name DIMITAR. Demeter was the Greek Godess of the harvest; the Corn Goddess and Earth Mother.  DIMCHO is found mainly in eastern Bulgaria, DIMO mainly in northeastern, and DIMCHE mainly in the southwestern Bulgaria and Macedonia.Naming Day is most likely celebrated October 26th for Great Martyr Demetrius. It might be celebrated on May 19th for St. Dimitri of the Don.



DIMITAR, DIMANKA, DIMITER, DIMITQR, DIMITRA, DIMITRANA, DIMITRI, DIMITRICHKA, DIMITRIJA, DIMITRINA, DIMITRINKA, DIMITUR, DMITRI, MISHO, MITAN, MITE, MITJU, MITJUO, MITKO, MITKU, MITO, MITSO, MITYO. A widely used name in Bulgaria, one of the 6 most common male names. From the Greek meaning follower of Demeter, belonging to Demeter, dedicated to the goddess of fertility; or from the Russian meaning of Demetrius. Demeter was the Greek Godess of the harvest; the Corn Goddess and Earth Mother.  MITO is found mainly in western Bulgaria, and MITYO mainly in eastern. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: DEMETER, DEMETRIUS, DEMETRJUSZ, DEMMY, DIMITRIJE, DIMITRIOS (Slavic), MITYA. Related Bulgarian surnames include Dimitrov, Dimov. Naming Day is most likely celebrated October 26th for Great Martyr Demetrius. It might be celebrated on May 19th for St. Dimitri of the Don. 



DINCHO, DINJUO, DINKO, DINYO. Bulgarin nicknames for GOSPODIN, VULKADIN, or KOSTADIN. Din is a Slavic name element meaning breath. DINYO is mainly found in Nova Zagora district. Related Bulgarian paternal surnames include Dinev. Naming Days include May 21st for St. Constantine & Helen. 



DIVO, DIVEN, DIVIL, DIVILEN. From the old definition of div, meaning beautiful, charming.

 

DJANAN.



DOBRIJAN, DOBRIL, DOBRIN, DOBRIYAN; with nicknames including DOBRI, DOBRY, DOCHO. This is a Bulgarian indigenous name which discloses its meaning easily, the masculine Bulgarian word dobri means good, the Slavic word dobro means good; or a nickname for DOBROMIR, DOBROMIL, or DOBROSLAV. . It is used in Poland. Sentimental parents gave their children these names wishing thier children to be good. DOBRI is found mainly in eastern Bulgaria. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: DOBRICA (Serbian), EVAREST, KHOROSH, KHOROSHII (Slavic), KHOROSHKO, KHOROSKO, SULIVOI (Slavic), SULIVOG, SULIVOJ, ZULIVOY. Related Slavic paternal surnames include Khoroshev.  Dobrica was the ex-president of Yugoslavia. There was a famous Serbian author, Dobrica Cosic. 



DOBROLYUB. From the Slavic words dobro meaning good plus lyuba meaning love.



DOBROMIR. From the Slavic words dobro meaning good plus mir meaning either peace or great; resulting in the meaning meaning great good or good peace. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same menaing include DOBRI, DOBRIMIR, DOBRIMIERZ, DOBROMIERZ (Polish), DOBRY. 



DOBROSLAV. From the Slavic words dobro meaning good plus slav meaning glory. Slaw is the Polish form of the Russian element slava meaning fame, glory. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning include DOBRISLAV, DOBRISLAW, DORBOSLAW.



DOMINIK. From the Latin Dominus meaning of the Lord, the Lord, belonging to the Lord, born on the Lord’s day, God’s own. The name traditionally given to a child born on Sunday. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning include DOM, DOMEN, DOMINGO, DOMINIC, DOMINICUS, DOMINY, DOMINYK, DOMPNIG, DOMOKOS, DOMONKOS, DOMOS (Latin), NIC, NICK, NICKIE, NICKY.  Saint Dominic founded the Dominican order of monks. 



DONCHO, DONKO, DONO. Forms of the name ANTON, ANDON, SPIRIDON, DOBRI, ANDREW. DONKO is found mostly in western Bulgaria. Naming Day may be celebrated on any of the days associated with those names.



DORIAN. Probably the masculine form of DORIS, from the Greek meaning from the ocean, bountiful, or of Doris. Doris was a region of ancient Greece where the Dorian tribe settled. It may be from the Hawaiian meaning from the sea; a short form of ISIDORE; or possibly form of DARIUS. The name was first used by writer Oscar Wilde. 

 

DOYCHO, DOICHIN, DOICHO, DOKO, DOYCHIN. Forms of the name RADOYCHO, BLAGOYCHO.



DRAGAN, DRAGAEL, DRAGAIL, DRAGIJA, DRAGIL, DRAGIN, DRAGISHA, DRAGIYA, DRAGOYAN; with nicknames including DRAGO, GANCHO, GANI, GANIL, GANJU, GANKO, GANO, GANOIL, GANTCHO, GANUSH, GANYO. Very common Bulgarian male name. This is a Bulgarian indigenous name which discloses its meaning easily. It is from the Slavic word dragosz which stems from drag, with the basic meaning in all Slavic languages of dear, the dear one, or the one who is loved; dragoste means love. The name Dragos has Latin roots. GATYO is typical of Sevlievo, GANYO is found mainly in eastern, DRAGAN is found mainly in western, and GANCHO in eastern Bulgaria typical of Dryanovo. The feminine form of the name is DRAGA. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: DRACA (Anglo-Saxon), DRACON, DRAGAIA, DRAGANESCU, DRAGASANI, DRAGATZ (German), DRAGESTI, DRAGFFY (Hungarian), DRAGHINCESCU, DRAGHN (German), DRAGIC, DRAGOI, DRAGON (German), DRAGOS (Romanian), DRAGOSCH (German), DRAGOSH, DRAGOSLAVELE, DRAGOSZ (Hungarian), DRAGUS, DRAGUTOIU, DRAKE (Anglo-Saxon), DRAYCE, GAN, GANETS. DRAKE may also be from the Middle English meaning owner of the ‘Sign of the Dragon’ Inn. Related Slavic paternal surnames include Ganchich. Moldavia had a lengendary prince called Dragos, who came from the neighboring province of Maramuresh (north of Transylvania) in the 14th century. Members of his family went to Poland in the medieval time, and their descendants belonged to the Polish Szlahta (nobility). A fortified border district was founded in Moldavia in 1352-1353, which subsequently was to develop into an independent Moldavian state; Dragos, Voivode of Maramures, who had distinguished himself in the battles fought against the Tartars, was appointed as head of that state. 



DRAGO, DRAGOY. Slavic nickname for the name DRAGOMIR; or from the Slavic meaning dear, beloved; or a form of the name DRAGAN; or a form of the name CHARLES.



DRAGOLYUB, DRAGOLIUB, DRAGOLJUB. A very early Slavic name which dates from the coming of the Slavs to the Balkan Peninsula at the beginning of the 6th centry AD. From the Slavic meaning greatly beloved, precious love, favorite beloved. The name DRAGOS has Latin roots. The suffix drag is probably from the Slavic meaning dear peace; from the Slavic word dragosz which stems from drag, with the basic meaning in all Slavic languages of dear, the dear one, or the one who is loved; dragoste means love. The Bulgarian word liubezen means kind, nice; liubenost means kindness, niceness; politeness, civility, courtesy; amiability, affability; compliment, civility, amenity; liubim means beloved, loved; dear, precious, darling; favourite; sweetheart, darling, beloved; pet; liubimec, liubimka means favourite (of, with, among). 



DRAGOMIR, DRAGOMIL, DRAGOSTIN; with nicknames including DRAGO, DRAGOY. A very early Slavic name which dates from the coming of the Slavs to the Balkan Peninsula at the beginning of the 6th centry AD. From the Slavic meaning dear peace, dear to the world, greatly beloved. From the Slavic word dragosz which stems from drag, with the basic meaning in all Slavic languages of dear, the dear one, the one who is loved, beloved plus mir meaning great. The name DRAGOS has Latin roots. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning include DRAGO, DRAGOMIRNA, DRAHA, DRAHOMIR, DRAHOS, DRAHOSEK, MIRCHO, MIRKO, MIRO. A distinguisehd early bearer of the name Dragomir was the Bulgarian diplomat of Slavic origin who was active in the time of Khan Krum (803-814).



DRAGOSLAV. From the Slavic phrase drag slav, dear glory. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning include DRAHOSLAV (Czech). 



DRAKO, DRACHIL, DRACHIN. From the Greek drakos meaning dragon



DUKHOMIR. May be a combination of the Slavic name element dukh which means spirit, soul and the Slavic suffix -mir which means peace.



DUSHKO, DUSAN. This is a Bulgarian indigenous name which discloses its meaning easily, the Bulgarian word dusha meaning soul, spirit; or from the Slavic meaning God is my judge (related to the name DANIEL). Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning include DUSANEK, DUSEK. 



DZHULIO. From the Italian meaning July; or from the Greek meaning curly. 



DZHUTA. Some scholars have assigned an old Bulgarian, Kuman, or Petcheneg origin to this name. The suffix -uta may be Slavic meaning part, member.   



DZHOVANI (also Italian). A form of the name IVAN or YACOB. Naming day could be celebrated on the Naming Days associated with any of those names.Naming Day may be celebrated on the feast of St. John the Baptist, Ivanovden, January 7th.



EDELVAYS. From the German meaning noble, generous, the high mountain flower mountain star or edelweiss. Naming Day for most names having to do with a flower or a tree may be celebrated on Palm Sunday.  



EDIS. May be a form of the name EDISON.



EDISON. Modern Bulgarian couples sometimes broke with tradition and named their children in accord with their cultural background and philosophy of life. Some parents obsessed with technology named their children after the American inventor.



EDRYO. From the Old Bulgarian meaning quick; or a form of the name ANDREI. Naming Day is most likely celebrated on Andreevden, November 30th, for Apostle Andrew, an apostle who was the brother of the apostle Simon Peter. He is the patron saint of Scotland and Russia.



EDUARD; nicknames including EDI. From the Old English word ead meaning rich/blessed and weard meaning guard. The name EDMUND has the same meaning from the Old English word ead combined with the word mund meaning protector. So the names mean wealthy guardian, rich guard, blessed guard, prosperous guardian, rich protector, blessed protector, prosperous protector, rich guardian, protects his fief. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: EADWARD (English), EADWEARD, EAMONN (Irish), ED, EDA, EDDIE, EDDY, EDE, EDIK (Russian), EDMON (English), EDMOND (French), EDMONN, EDUMNDO, EDVARD (Germanic-Germán), EDWARD, EIDEARD, NED, NEDDIE, NEDDY, NET, TED, TEDDY.  EDMUND was a ninth century king of the East Angles. 



EDVIN. From the English/Germanic meaning heir’s axe.



EFREM. From the Hebrew meaning fertility, abounding in fruitfulness. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: EFREMKO, EPHRAIM, EPHREM, OFREMKO. Related Slavic surnames include Efremov.



ELEN, ELENKO. From the Slavic or Russian meaning bright, beautiful, a torch, the bright one; light; from the Greek word helios meaning sun; from the Hebrew meaning God has redeemed; from the Old and Middle English meaning light, most beautiful woman; from the Russian meaning shining brightly, light; from the Celtic meaning comely, fair. ELENKO is found in western Bulgaria.



ELISAVET. A form of the Hebrew name ELIZABETH, meaning consecrated to God, dedicated to God, or oath of God. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: BETA(Slavic), ELEZVOI, NAZAR, NAZARA, NAZAREI, NAZARETS, NAZAR’IA, NAZARII, NAZARKA, NAZARKO, NOZAR’IA.  Related Slavic paternal surnames include Nazar'ev, Nazarin, Nazarov, Nazarovich, Nazar'in, Nozar'in. 



ELMAZ. From the Bulgarian meaning precious gem, priceless.



ELMIR. From the Teutonic name ELMER meaning noble famous; from the Old English meaning noble-famous one. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: AYLMER, ELMAR (Hungarian), ELMO.



ELVIS. From the Anglo-Saxon/English with an unknown meaning, perhaps meaning wood elf; or from the Old Norse meaning elf-wise friend; or variant of ALVIN or ELWIN. This name was made famous by singer and actor Elvis Presley. 



EMANUIL, EMANUEL, MANO, MANOL, MANUIL. MANO is a common male Bulgarian name. From the Hebrew name EMMANUEL meaning God is with us, God with us. The foretold name of the Messiah in the Old Testament. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: EMMANUEL, IMMANUEL, MANNIE, MANNY, MANUEL, MANUILA, MANUILIK, MANULA, MANYLO. Related Slavic surnames include Manuilov, Manulin, Manylov.



EMIL (e-MIL), EMILCHO, EMILIJAN, EMILYAN, EMILIO; nicknames include EMO. Common male Bulgarian name. From the Teutonic meaning energetic, industrious, industrious ruler, joint ruler; from the Latin meaning eager to please, industrious, work, flattering, competitor; from the English meaning industrious, striving, the industrious ant; or possibly from the Roman family name Aemilius, which means rival. This name became popular among the intelligentsia after Rousseau’s Emile became popular in Bulgaria in 1907. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: AMERY, AMERIGO, AYMIL, EMELEN, EMEL’IANETS, EMEL’IANKO, EMERY, EMILE, EMILIAN (Roma), EMILIIAN, EMILION, EMLEN, EMLIN, EMLYN, EMMET, EMMETT, EMMIT, EMMOT, EMMOTT, EMMY, OMELIAN, OMEL’IANKO, OMEL’IASHKO, OMELKA, OMEL’KO, MELEIAN. EMILIO may also mean winning one or flatterer. AMORY may be a form of the name.Emelian (m) -- flattering. Related Slavic paternal surnames include Emel'ianov, Omelanov, Omel'ianov, Omel'ianovich'. 



EMRAH.    



ENEY. A legendary hero of the Trojan war. Meaning healthy, sound; or from the Greek meaning eternal.



ERKUT. The Slavic element ku may mean hammer, forge.   



ERMEN, ERMENCHO. May be related to the name ARMAND, from the Teutonic meaning man of the army, the military man personified, army man; from the Old German meaning warrior, army-man. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: ARMAN (Russian), ARMIN, ARMOND, DELI (Hungarian), HARMON (English), HARRY, HERMAN, PELII (Slavic), RATKO (Serbian, Croatian). Naming Day could be celebrated on June 28th for St. Sergius & Herman of Valaamo; July 5th for the Glorification of St. Sergius of Radonezh, July 5; December 13th for St. Herman of Alaska. Herman Melville was the famous writer who penned 'Moby Dick'. 



ERNEST, ERNESTO. From the Old English meaning earnest one, earnest; from the Teutonic ernst meaning sincere and earnest; from the Anglo-Saxon meaning serious; determined.



EROL. May be related to the name ERROL, of unknown origin. Or it may be related to the Slavic element rol meaning furrow, rut.  



EVDOKIM. From the Slavic meaning glorious; or from the Greek meaning good will. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: EVDOKII, OVDOKIM, OVDOKIMKO, OVDOTE.  Related Slavic surnames include Evdokimov, Evdokimovich.  



EVELIN. From the English/Dutch meaning walnut trees.



EVGENIY, EVGENI, EVGENIJ. From the Greek name EUGENIOS, from the word eugenes meaning aristocrat, well born, noble, nobly born. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: BARECH, BAREK, BAREKH, BARSA (Slavic), BARSAN, BARSIK, BARSKII,  BARYCH (Slavic), EADELMARR (English), EUGENE, EUGENIUSZ (Polish), EVAN, EVGENII, EWAN (Scottish), GENE, GENADEI, GENADII, GENNADII (Slavic), KAREEM (Arabic), OWEN (Welsh), YEVGENI (Russian), ZHENYA, ZHENECHKA. The names EVAN and OWEN may correspond to the name IVAN instead of this one. Although not linguistically related to them, the name has been historically used as an English version of the Irish Gaelic names AODHAGAN, EOGHAN. Naming Day may be celebrated on Koleduvane on Christmas eve Decemeber 24th. 



EVLOGI, EVLOGII. From the Slavic meaning to speak well of someone, or from the Greek meaning reasonable. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: EVLOGII. Naming Day may be celebraded on February 13.



EVMENI. From the Slavic meaning kind. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: EVMENII.    



EVREYCHE. From the Bulgarian meaning little Jew. Current folk usage applies a Christian name meaning that of a child not yet baptized and having no personal name. 



EVTIM, EFTIM. From the Greek meaning good natured. EVTIM Naming Day is usually celebrated on January 20th. is found in southwestern Bulgaria.



EZDIMIR. Meaning a lively horseman.



FELIX. From the Latin name FELIKS meaning happy, lucky, fortunate, lucky one, auspicious; a child of many blessings. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: EVTIKH, EVTIKHEI, EVTIKHEIKO, EVTIKHIAN, EVTIKHII, FAUST, FAVST, FAVSTIAN (Slavic), FELICIAN, FELYCE (Slavic), FILIKS (Slavic), FORTUNAT (Hungarian), FORTUNE (French), FURTUNAT, SUBHAGA (East Indian/Hindu). Related Slavic paternal surnames include Evtikheev, Faustov. The name of many early saints. This name is often translated erroneously as PHILIP. 



FERDINAND. Possibly from the Gothic meaning  peace boldness, or from the Germanic meaning peace plus daring, or from the Teutonic meaning bold, daring adventurer. Boys born in the late 1880’s and early 1890’s were sometimes named Ferdinand in honor of the Prince of Saxse-Coburg-Gotha, the second ruler of moden Bulgaria. Other Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: HERNANDO, FERD, FERDIE, FERDY, FERDYNAND, FERNAND, FERNANDO (Spanish).  This name is often translated incorrectly as FRED.



FIKERT.



FILCHO. May be related to the Slavic element fil meaning dear, love; or from the French fils meaning son. 



FILDANCHO. May be related to the Slavic element fil meaning dear, love; or from the French fils meaning son. 



FILIP, FILIO, PHILIPPE. Common male Bulgarian name. From the Greek meaning lover of horses, horse lover. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: FELIPE (Spanish), FIL, FILI, FILIP, FILIPETS, FILKA, FILKO, FILLIP, FILIPKO, FILIPP, FYLLIP, FIP, FULOP, PHIL, PHILIP (American), PHILIPP, PHILIPPE, PHILLIP, PHYLIPPE. Related Bulgarian surnames include Filipov, Philipov; other related Slavic surnames include Filipkov, Filipovich, Filipovich', Filippovich', Filip'ev, Filip'evich, Filov.  Philip ruled the Macedonians in the 4th century BC. Saint Philip was an apostle. Also the name of an early figure in the Christian church mentioned in Acts in the New Testament. The name was also borne by five kings of Spain and six kings of France. King Philip II of Macedonia was the father of Alexander the great, reigned 359-336 BC. He was the archetect of the Macedonia state. Name of one of the apostles. Naming Day could be celebrated on November 14th for Apostle Philip. 



FLAVIJAN. From the Slavic meaning golden; or from the Latin meaning blond, yellow haired one, yellow haired, blond one, golden haired; from the Flavius family.  Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: ALPIN (Scottish - name borne by the descendants of the earliest Scottish Clan McAlpin), AUBIN (French), BLAEEY (English), BOWIE (Gaelic), BOYD (Irish, Gaelic), DORY, FLAVIAN, FLAVIIAN, FLAVIOUS, GOLD (English), GOLDEN, GUIN, GWYNN (Celtic). 



GALIN, GALEN, GALIMIR. From the Hebrew meaning God has redeemed; or from the Russian meaning shining brightly; or from the Old English meaning festive party; or from the Greek with an unknown meaning. 



GANDI. 



GANEV. The Bulgarian word Gana refers to Ghana. Ganev is a Bulgarian paternal surname.



GAVRIL, GABRIEL. From the Hebrew name GABRIEL meaning man of God, strong man of God, hero of God, fights for the right, God’s champion. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: GABE, GABOR (Hungarian), GANYA (Russian), GARLUSE, GAV, GAVOSH, GAVRAIL, GAVREL (Russian), GAVRIIL (Russian), GAVRILA, GAVRILETS, GAVRILKA, GAVRILKO, GAVRILO, GAVRILOK, GAVRYLO,  JABRIL (Arabic), VAG (Russian). Along with Michael, one of the two archangels mentioned in the Bible. Related Slavic surnames include Gavrilkov, Gavrilov, Gavrilovich, Gavrilovits, Gavriltsov,  Gavrylawe. The Bulgarian tsar Gavrail Radomir (1014-1015) was murdered by his cousin. 



GECO. 



GENCHO, GENADI, GENANDI. A nickname for EVGENIY, BLAGO, DOBRIN, or GEORGI. GENCHO is typical of Kazanluk and Dryanovo. Naming Day could be celebrated on April 6th for Saint George, or April 23rd for Great Martyr George, or on Koleduvane on Christmas eve Decemeber 24th.  



GENI. Probably a nickname for names such as EVGENI. Naming Day may be celebrated on Koleduvane on Christmas eve Decemeber 24th. 



GENKO. Nickname for GEORGI, GERMAN. Naming Day could be celebrated on April 6th for Saint George, or April 23rd for Great Martyr George. 



GEODAR. May be from the Greek word georgos meaning earthworker combined with the Slavic dar meaning gift. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning include GEO.



GEO. A nick name for GEORGI, GEOMIR, GEODAR. Naming Day could be celebrated on April 6th for Saint George, or April 23rd for Great Martyr George. 



GEOMIR. May be from the Greek word georgos meaning earthworker combined with the Slavic mir meaning meaning great or peace. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning include GEO.



GEORGI (ge-OR-gi), DZHORE, DZHORO, DZHURE, GENCHO, GENO, GEORGE, GEORGES, GEORGIU, GUEORGUI, GEORGY, GERGI, GERGIL, GERGIN, GHEORGHI, GOCHO, GOGO, GORAN, GORJAN, GOSCHE, GOSHO, GOTSO, GUEORGUI, GYERE, GYORE, GYRUO, GYURO, JURI, JURIJ, YURI, YURII, YURIY, ZHORO, ZHORZH. A widely used name in Bulgaria, one of the 6 most common male names. From the Greek and Russian meaning farmer, worker of the soil; from the Greek word georgos meaning earthworker.  It is also from the Latin meaning land worker, farmer. It may also be related to the Slavic term iur meaning youthful, lively. IURII is the older Russian form of the name. In modern Bulgaria, some couples have discarded tradition. They name their children in accord with their cultural background and philosophy of life, and some children were named after the Soviet cosmonaut Yurii Gagarin. The Slavic name GRZEGORZ is sometimes incorrectly assigned as a variation of the name, but is really a form of the name GREGORY. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: DJURA (Serbian), EGOR, EGORUSHKA, GEO, GEORG (German), GEORGEI (Slavic), GEORGII (Slavic), GEORGIUS, GEORGIY,  GEORGY, GERGII (Slavic), GEURGI (Slavic), GIUR’G (Slavic), GIURGI (Slavic), GIURGII (Slavic), GORYA, GRANGER (Anglo-Saxon), GRANGERE (English), GURGE, GURGI (Slavic), GYORGY (Latin, Greek, Roma), GYORK (Latin, Greek), IGOR, IGORYOK, IIURII, IUR, IURA, IURASHKO, IUR’E, IUREG, IUREI, IUR’I, IUR’IA, IURGA, IURGI, IURKA, IURKO, IRUO, IURSHA, IURII (Slavic), IURY, JEFFREY (American), JEORGIF, JERZY, JORA, JORG (Spanish, Portuguese), JORGE, JORGL, JRA, JURA, JURIY, JURG, JURGE, JURGEN (German), JURI, YGOR, YRUOCHKA (Greek), YURA, YURI, YURII, YURIJ, YURIK, YUROCHKA, ZHORAH, ZHORZ. Related Bulgarian surnames include Georghiev, Georgiev, Gergiev, Gueorgiev; other related Slavic paternal surnames include Giurgevich, Giurgevits, Iur'ev, Iur'evich, Iureevich, Iurev, Iurevich, Iurgev, Iuriev, Iurievich', Iurin, Iurkin, Iurkovich, Iurov, Iurshin, Iur'eevich, Iur'evich', Iur'evits, Iur'vits, Juriane, Jurievitze, Juriwa. IGOR may be instead from the Scandinavian meaning Ing's soldier. YURI may instead be a Russian variation of the name URIAH, A Russian variation of the name URIAH, from the Hebrew meaning flame of Jehovah, or God is light. Naming Day could be celebrated on April 6th for Saint George, or April 23rd for Great Martyr George. Saint George was the name of the patron saint of England and Portugal. Six English kings have had this name as well as two kings of Greece. Tsar Georgi Terter was vassal of the Tartars in 1300 AD. Georgi Dimitrov, was a political leader who established an order of the Communist system in Bulgaria after World War II; prime minister of Bulgaria in 1946. George Karaslavov, born 1904, was a Bulgarian playwright and theater artist. George Rakovski, born 1821, was a Bulgarian folklore writer. 



GERASIM, GERASKE, RASKO. From the Slavic meaning venerable. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: GARASIMKO, GERASIMISHCHE, GERASIMKO, GERASK, GARASIM, IARASIM, IRASIM. Related Slavic surnames include Gerasimov, Erasimov, Garasimov, Garasimovich, Gerasimovich', Iarasimov.  RASKO may be identified with the Thracian name RASKOS, but it is actually of more recent origin.



GERCHO. A form of the name GEORGI, or GERMAN. GERCHO is typical of Shumen.  Naming day could be celebrated on the Naming Days associated with any of those names. 



GERGAN. A form of the name GEORGI, or DELYAN. Naming day could be celebrated on the Naming Days associated with any of those names. 



GERGO, GRIGOR, GRIGORI, GRIGORIL, GRISHA. Very common Bulgarian male name. From the Greek meaning vigilant, watchful, watchful one, to be watchful, to be awake, the watchful one, someone ever-vigilant, be alert, vigilant watch, from a Greek surname. GRIGOR is found mainly in western Bulgaria. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: GERGELY, GERGO, GORIGORI, GRAIG, GREAGOIR, GREG, GREGG, GREGOIRE, GREGOR, GREGOREI, GREGORIA, GREGORIE, GREGORII, GREGORIJA, GREGORIO, GREGORY (American), GREIOGAIR, GR’GUR, GRIDIA, GRIDKA, GRIDKO, GRIG, GRIGA, GRIGOR, GRIGORI, GRIGORII (Russian), GRIGOSHKA, GRIKHNE, GRIKHNO, GRIKSHA, GRISH, GRISHA, GRISHKA, GRISHKO, GRITKA, GROGOR, GRZEGORZ, HRYHORIEW. The name of 16 popes. Naming Day is most likely celebrated January 25th for St. Gregory the Theologian, or it could be celebrated on January 10th for St. Gregory of Nyssa, March 12th for St. Gregory of Rome, March 10th for St. Gregory of Palamas, November 17th for St. Gregory the Wonderworker. Related Slavic surnames Gregor'ev, Gridin, Gridich, Grigoriev, Grigor'evich', Grigor'evits, Grigor'evskii, Grigoshkin, Grishin, Grishkin, Grikhnev, Grikhnov, Grishev, Grishin.  



GERIL. A form of the name GEROGI, or GERO. Naming day could be celebrated on the Naming Days associated with any of those names.



GERMAN. From the Latin name GERMANUS meaning of Germany; or from the Latin GEMINI meaning brother, brotherly, twin; of from the Slavic meaning native. It is found in many parts of Bulgaria. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: BRATOI (Slavic), BRATOY, GERMAIN (French), GERMAINE, JERMAIN, JERMAINE, JERMANE, JERMAYNE. May also be related to the Slavic name IMRAN meaning to acquire. Other forms of this name include JERMAN, JMRAN. Related Slavic paternal surnames include Germanovich.



GERO, GJURO. From the Latin name GERONTIUS meaning old man, elderly; or from the Bulgarian word geroi meaning hero; or a nickname for GEROLD or GERIL. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: GERONTEI, GERONTII, GORONTEI, GYARFAS (Greek, Latin), JARFAS (Greek, Latin), VECHEN (Slavic), VICHEN, WICEN, WICHEN. 



GICHO. May be a form of a name that has the name element gich, such as BEGICH, BOGICH, GICHKA.



GINO, GINKO, GINUSH. Nicknames for DRAGIN, IVAN, or BLAGIN. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning include GEINUSH, HEINUSSO. Naming Day may be celebrated on the feast of St. John the Baptist, Ivanovden, January 7th.    



GIZDAN, GIZDAV, GIZDO. From the Bulgarian meaning bonny, pretty, comely, good looking.

 

GLADSTON, GLADSTONE. The cultural movement of the 19th century, known as the Bulgarian renaissance, introduced new personal names honoring historical figures. The Bulgarian word glad means hunger, famine.



GOCHKO, GOCHUL. From of the name DRAGOTA, NEGOTA, or BLAGOTA. 



GODESLAV. From the Slavic meaning capable, or purpose; combined with the element slav meaning fame, glory, from the Russian word slava; or meaning glorious purpose.



GOLCHO. From the Bulgarian meaning little naked one. Current folk usage applies a Christian name meaning that of a child not yet baptized and having no personal name. 



GORAN. An indigenous Bulgarian name. May be a nickname for GRIGOR or Georgi. May be a form of the name GORYAN, and so be related to the occupation of forester. 



GORAZD. May be related to the Bulgarian word gora meaning wood; forest; backwoodsman; or related to the Slavic word element gor, meaning grief, woe; or burn, heat; or bitter.



GORO.  Either a nickname for the name GRIGOR; or from the Bulgarian word gora meaning forest; or related to the Slavic word element gor, meaning grief, woe; or burn, heat; or bitter.



GORYAN. From the Bulgarian meaning forest. Typical of Sofia villages.



GOSPODIN, GLIGOR. Gospodin means gentleman in Bulgarian, from the word gospod meaning God, the Lord. Related Bulgarian paternal surnames include Gospodinov.



GRADAN. Meaning coming from a well-known city.



GRADIMIR. From the Slavic meaning peaceful city or great city.



GRADISLAV. From the Slavic meaning glorious city.



GRAMOFON. Parents obsessed with technology named their children after the phonograph.



GRIVNO, GRIVAN. Meaning handsome and blue-eyed



GROZDAN, GROZDJU, GROZJUO, GROZO. This is a Bulgarian indigenous name which discloses its meaning easily, grozde means grapes, from the Slavic word grozd meaning cluster. The feminine form of the name is GROZDANA.  



GRUDO, GRUDIN, GRUYAN, GRUYO. From the Slavic meaning breast. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning include GRUD, GRUDA, RUTO. Related Slavic paternal surnames include Grudina. 



GUBISLAV. From the Slavic meaning lip/glory. 



GUENCHO. Related Bulgarian paternal surnames include Guenov.



GULUB, GOLUB, GOLYUB, GQLQB, GQLQBIN, GULO, GULUBIN. From the Bulgarian meaning dove, peace; meaning a man of peace and tranquillity. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: COLEMAN (English), COLFRE (English), GOLUBETS, GOLUBKO, GOLUBOK, JONAH (Hebrew), JONAS (Greek), YONAH (Hebrew). Related Bulgarian paternal surnames include Gqlqbov, Gulubov; other related Slavic paternal surnames include Golubin, Golubovskii, Golubovskoi. Jonah was a prophet swallowed by a whale in the Old Testament. He emerged from the whale three days later. 



GOLUBAN, GULUBON. This is a Bulgarian indigenous name which discloses its meaning easily, the Bulgarian word gulub means dove, pigeon. Ban may be related to the Slavic name element ban meaning citizen, lord; or bon meaning pain, illness. This is an ancient Slavic name. Other versions of the name include HOLIBAN.



GONIMIR. Meaning hunter, pursuer . Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning include CHACE (English), CHASE (French), CHASEN (English), CHAYCE (English), HUNT, HUNTER, LOVCHII (Slavic), LOVEK, LOVETS, LOVHAI, LOVICH, LOVUSHKA, LOVVEK, THERON (Greek). Related Slavic paternal surnames include Lovushkin.



GOSHKO. May be related to the name IGOR.



GURKO. The cultural movement of the 19th century, known as the Bulgarian renaissance, introduced new personal names honoring historical figures. Gurko was an outstanding Russian general.



GURSEL.  



GYULRAI, GYULA. From the Turkish meaning rose; or from the Slavic, a name of honor meaning second man of the country, this name is seen in Hungary also. 



HADJI. People who went to Jerusalem as pilgrims proudly preceded their names with the honorific Hadji.  Related Bulgarian paternal surnames include Hadjiangelov, Hadjibonev, Hanjiivanov, Hadjikalchev, Hadjimishev, Hadjistamov, Hadjiev, Hadjov. 



HARALAMPI, HARALAMPII, LAMBO.  From the Greek meaning bright with joy, shining joy, joy shines. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: ARALANBEY, KHARALAMPII (Slavic), KHARL, KHARLAMPII, KHARLANTEI. Related Slavic paternal surnames include Kharlamp'ev, Kharlanteev. Name Day is most likely celebrated on Harilampi, February 10th. 



HARIZAN, RIZO.  From the Greek meaning given away (as a present).



HASSIBE.  



HINO. The Bulgarian word element ino may mean other, different.



HRABRO. From the Bulgarian meaning a brave boy.



IBASAR.



ICKO. May be related to the Slavic name element is meaning come out of or extreme; or the element iskr meaning flame.



IDEAL. From the Slavic meaning ideal, perfect.



IGAN. May be a form of the Slavic name IGANTII, IGANT. Relatd Slavic paternal surnames include Igant'ev.



IGNAT. From the Roman family name EGNATIUS, from the Latin, meaning unproductive; from the Latin meaning the ardent one, a fiery patriot, fire; a form of the name OGNYAN; or from the Greek with an uncertain meaning. IGNAT is found mainly in western Bulgaria. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: IGNAC, IGNACE, IGNACIJ, IGNACIO, IGNACY (Slavic), IGNASH (Slavic), IGNASHKA (Slavic), IGNASHKO (Slavic), IGNATE (Slavic), IGNATEI (Slavic), IGNATETS (Slavic), IGNATII (Slavic), IGNATIK (Slavic), IGNATIUS, IGNATKO (Slavic), IGNAZ, IGNOTUS (Latin), IGOCHA (Slavic), IHNATH (Slavic), INIGO, YGNATII (Slavic). Related Bulgarian surnames include Ignatiev; other related Slavic surnames include Ignat'ev, Ignat'evich, Ignatevitze, Ignatkevii, Ignatov, Ignatovich, Ignat'evich', Ignat'evits, Ignat'v, Ygnathoa. Naming Day is usually celebrated on Ignazhden, December 20th, for St. Ignatius Theophorus or Great Martyr Ignatius of Antoch. Naming Day could also be celebrated on April 30th for St. Ignatius Brianchaninov.  



IGOR. Not a native Bulgarian name but a name borrowed from Scandinavia. An ancient Scandinavian name. From the Scandinavian meaning Ing’s soldier, the hero; or a form of the name GEORGE. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: IGOSHKO (Slavic), INGE, INGEMAR, INGMAR, INGVAR (Scandinavian). Related Slavic surnames include Ingvarevich, Igorevich. Feminine related Slavic surnames include Igorevna, Igoshkova.



ILARION. From the Greek meaning happy. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: HANI (Arabic), LARIANA, LARIIANA, LARION, LARIONKO, LARIUSHA, LARIVON, LARIVONIK, LARIVN, LARYON. Related Slavic paternal surnames include: Ilarionovich, Larionov, Larivonov, Larivonovich, Laryvonovich, Lorivonov.   



ILIAN. From the Thracian, Greek name HELIOS, meaning sun, light. Related to the name ELENA.



ILIYA, ELIAS, ILCHO, ILIA, ILKO, ILYA, ILIJA, ILIJAN, ILJA, ILO. Very common Bulgarian male name. A masculine name meaning he is my God, faithful of God, from the Hebrew surname name ELIYAHU meaning God is the Lord, God is Lord, Jehovah is my God, the lord is Jehovah, Jahve is my God. This name is often given to Jewish boys born during Passover. According to Jewish tradition, the scriptural prophet who was the prototype of this name shall never die, and Jewish families around the world leave a place set for him during the Seder Passover feast. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: EELIA (Serbian), ELI, ELIA (Italian), ELIAS (English), ELIE, ELIHU, ELIJA, ELIJAH, ELIOT, ELIOTT, ELISHA, ELJASZ (Russian), ELLIOT (Hebrew & French), ELLIS (English), ELLISTON, ILIA (Hebrew), ILLES (Hebrew, Latin & Greek). The name may be from the Slavic meaning fortress of the Lord.  Variations of this name include IELEIA, ILEIA, ILEIKA, ILEIKO, ILIA, IL’IASH, ILIIA, IL’IUKH, ILIUSHCHKA, YLIA.  Related Slavic surnames include Il’in, Ileeno, Ileikin, Illin, Il'inich, Il'inich', Il'vskyi.  Elias was a prophet in the Old Testament. Elias Canetti was a Bulgarian-born, German language writer who lives in the UK; received Nobel Prize for literature in 1981. Ilya Petrov, born 1903, was an artist who painted scenes and themes of Bulgarian history. Naming Day could be celebrated on June 14th for Prophet Elisha, or July 20th for Prophet Elijah.



ILIYAN, ALIN, ILIN, ILION. Meaning of Troy.



IMRAH. May be related to the Slavic name IMRAN meaning to acquire. 



INGRID. From the Teutonic meaning Ing beautiful; from the Old Norse meaning Hero’s daughter, beautiful; or from the Scandinavian meaning God is abundant. Ing was the Norse god of fertility. 



IPOLIT. From the Greek name IPOLY meaning unharnesser, one who un-yokes.



IRNIK.  Historical Bulgarian name not seen today.



ISAJ, ISAY. A biblical name, meaning saving, rescue, salvation. From the Hebrew meaning salvation of the Lord, to aid God, God is my helper. Isaiah was a major prophet from the Old Testament. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: ISAI, ISAIA (Russia), ISAIAH, ISAII, ISAISHCHE. Related Slavic paternal surnames include: Isaev, Isaevich.  Naming Day may be celebrated for Prophet Isaiah, May 9. 



ISAK. From the Hebrew meaning laughter, he will laugh, the laughing one. The biblical Isaac was the son of Abraham and the father of Jacob. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: IKE, IKEY, IKIE, ISAAC, ISAACK, ISAAK (Russian), ISAAKII (Dalmatian), ISACHKO, ISAK, ISAKII, ISAKIIA, IZAK, IZSAK (Hebrew), IZZY, SMESHKO (Slavic), YITZHAK, YSAK, ZAK. Related Slavic paternal surnames include: Isakov, Isakovich, Isakovyi. 



ISKANDER. May be related to the Bulgarian word iskane meaning demand, claim. 



ISKREN. This is a Bulgarian indigenous name which discloses its meaning easily, the Bulgarian word iskra means spark, sparkle,  flame; deriving from the word sincere. The feminine form of the name is ISKRA.



ISTILIJAN. 



ITO. May be a form of a name with the name element ito, such as TITJU, VITOMIR, MITO.



IVAN, DZHON, ENCHO, ENJUO, ENYO, GENO, HOUAN, IOAN, IVAILO, IVAJLO, IVALY, IVALYA, IVALYO, IVANCHO, IVANKO, IVKO, JANAKI, JANI, JANIK, JANKO, JONCHO, JONKO, JOTKO, JOTO, JOVKO, TYANKO, VALYO, VANCHO, VANE, VANJUO, VANYO, VANKO, YANAKI, YANE, YANI, YANKO (also Roma), YENS, YOAN, YOHAN, YOLO, YONCHO, YONKO, YOTO, YOVAN, YOVCHO, YOVKO, YOVO, YUHAN, YVONNE, ZHAN (also French), ZHANET, ZHANKO, ZHANO, ZHANOMIR. These are all variations of the Greek name IOANNIS, the English variation of which is JOHN. IVAN is is the most widely used name in Bulgaria, and variations of this name are consistantly the most widely used name in the world. From the Hebrew meaning gracious gift of God, God's gracious gift, God is gracious, the Lord has favored, the Lord has given, Jehovah's gift, gift of the Lord, Jehovah has been gracious, God’s mercy); through the Greek name IOANNIS. The prefix jo-, Yahweh, often translated as the Lord, from Hebrew yah. This name has many derivatives and variations. The form of the name IVAILO was for thousands of years buried in history, but recently revived because of a revival in the study of history. IOANN is the older Russianized form of the name, IVAN is the newer Russianized form of the name, IAN is the Russianization of the name JAN or JEAN.  VANYO is typical of Pavlikeni, YONKO of Bansko, YOTO of Teteven, IVANCHO & YANE mainly in southwestern, ENYO is in eastern, ENCHO in northeastern Bulgaria and Lyaskovets. This name has many, many forms. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: EOIN (Gaelic), EVAN (Welsh), EVANETS, EVIAN, GIOVANNI (Italian), HANS (Danish, Dutch, German), IAIAN, IAIN (Scottish), IAN (modern Scottish/Russian), IANECHKO, IANETS, IANII, IANIK (Slavic), IANKA, IANKO, IANO, IANUK, IANUSH, IOANKII, IOANNIKII, IOHAN, IOHANN, IVACH, IVAKHAN, IVANCHA, IVANEI,  IVANETS, IVANIK, IVANIS, IVANISH, IVANKA, IVANKO, IVANNA, IVANO (Croatian), IVANOK, IVASH, IVASHENETS, IVASHETS, IVASHKA, IVASHKO, IVASKO, IVATS, IVATIA, IVON, IVONIA, IVONKA, IWAN, IWANE, IWASKO, JACK (French), JACKIE, JACKY, JAN (Dutch, Polish), JANAYA, JANENE, JANEZ (Slavic), JANEZEK, JANOS (Hebrew, Greek, Latin), JAX, JAXON, JEAN (French), JEANELLE, JENARAE, JENILYNN, JENKIN, JENNELLE, JENNIS, JENNY-LEE, JEVON, JINNY, JOANIE, JOANNES, JOCHANAN, JOCK, JOHAN, JOHANN, JOHANNE, JOHANNES, JOHN, JOHNATHAN, JOHNN, JOHNNIE, JOHNNY, JOHNSON, JOCK, JOHNNIE, JOHNNY, JOHN-PAUL, JON, JONATHAN, JONATHON, JUAN (Spanish), JVANKO, JWAN, NAFANAIL (Russia), NAFANIL, NAT, NATE,  NATHAN, NATHANIEL, OWEN (Welsh), SEAN (Irish), SHAMUS, SHANE (Irish), SHAUN (English), SHAWN (English), UIVAN, VANA, VANKO, VANYA, VANYUSHA, VANECHKA, V'IUK (Slavic), YANNIC (Breton), YAN (French), YANIK, YANN (Breton), YANNIS (Greek), YOTKO, YWANE (Slavic), YVAN, YVANKA, YVASHKO, YWANE. Related Bulgarian paternal surnames include Hanjiivanov, Ivanov; related Slavic paternal surnames include Ioannovich, Evanov, Evanovich, Ioninich, Ionov, Ivachevich, Ivakhnik, Ivanchin, Ivanich, Ivankovich, Ivankovich, Ivanovich, Ivanovich, Ivanovits, Ivanovskii, Ivanovyi, Ivanow, Ivanowitz, Ivashev, Ivashkin, Vanin, Vaniukov, Yvanovich, Ywanoa, Ianov, Ianovich, Iantsovich'. IVANCHO was a favorite with well-to-do people in the 19th century. The name IVALY became popular in Bulgaria, suggested by a literary character. The first Bulgarian saint was Ivan Rilski (circ. 876-946). JOHN is the name of two important New Testament characters. The first was John the Baptist. The second was the apostle John, brother of the apostle James, who was also supposedly the author of the fourth Gospel and Revelation in the New Testament. John was a son of Saul and friend of David in the Old Testament.  The name was borne by 23 popes. Also, the name of rulers of Hungary, Poland, Portugal and France. This has been the most popular of male Christian names. The Byzantine Empire, restored in 1261, seized a number of towns in Thrace and along the Black Sea coast. Autocratic boyars governed independently in the different regions of disunited Bulgaria. The Tartars continued their pillaging raids. It was during this time that the peasant tsar Ivailo ascended the throne. Also a son of David in the Old Testament. Ioann was the son of Ivan the Terrible. Ioannikii was a 9th century saint. Ivan Rilski (c.876-946), was a holy hermit; constructed the Rila Monastery. Ivan Vazov, born 1850, was the Bulgarian writer who wrote Under the Yoke. In 1196 Tsar Assen I was murdered by his cousin Ivanko. IVAN. Ivan Vladislav (1015-1018) was cousin of tsar Gavrail Radomir, whom Ivan murdered. Ivan genuinely made serious efforts to save the country. Naming Day is most commonly celebrated on the feast of St. John the Baptist, Ivanovden, January 7th. It could also be celebrated on March 24th for St. John of the Ladder; May 8th for St. John the Theologian; June 8th for Glorification of St. John of Kronstadt; October 31st for Priestmartyr John Kochurov; November 13th for St. John Chrysostom; December 4th for St. John of Damascus. Naming day for IOAN is probably celebrated on the day for Prophet Joel and for St. John of Rila, October 19. 



IVELIN. A form of the name IVAN; or from the Hebrew meaning life giving. Naming Day may be celebrated on the feast of St. John the Baptist, Ivanovden, January 7th.



IVO. From the English meaning archer’s bow; or from the Hebrew meaning a type of wood bows are made of. May be a form of the name IVAN or IVAR. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: IVON. Naming Day may be celebrated on the feast of St. John the Baptist, Ivanovden, January 7th.    



IVOMIR. From the English meaning archer’s bow; or from the Hebrew meaning a type of wood bows are made of combined with the Slavic element mir meaning peace.



IZIDOR. From the Greek meaning a good gift, gift of Isis, friend of Izida, from the Greek isidoros. Isis was the Egyptian moon goddess. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: DORIAN, ISADOR, ISADORE, ISIDOR, ISIDORE (Spanish), ISSY, IZ, IZZIE, IZZY.  



IZRAIL. From the Old Bulgarian, Greek meaning competes with God; from the Hebrew meaning he who wrestles with God, the Lord’s soldier, the warrior of God. The biblical Israel (formerly called Jacob) wrestled with an angel. The modern state of Israel takes its name from him. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: ISRAEL, ISSIE, IZZIE.



JAKOV, DZHEKI, JACHKO, JAKO, JANCHO. From the Hebrew name JACOB meaning God will judge, God will establish, established by the Lord, to hold the heel, the supplanter, he who follows, he who supplants, judgement of the Lord, replace, swindler; from the Latin family name JOVILIOS. From the Slavic meaning God Placed, God confirmed. JAMES is a form of JACOB that comes to us through the Latin form JACOMUS. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: COB, COBB, DIEGO (Spanish), GIACAMO, HAMISH (Scottish), IACOB, IACOV, IAGO (Welsh, Spanish), JAKA (Slavic), IAKOB, IAKOV, IAKOVETS, IAKOVKA, IAKOVKO, IAKOVO, IASKA, IIAKOV, IAKOVETS, IAKOVKA, IAKOVO, IASKA, IASKO, IOV, JACK (French), JACO, JACQUES (French), JAE, JAGO (Cornish), JAKAB, JAKE, JAKEC (Slavic), JAKOB (Slavic), JAKUB (Slavic), JAMIE (Scottish), JAMISON (English), JAROK, JASCHA, JASHA, JAI, JAY, JAYE, JAYME, JAYMES, JAYRON, JAYRONN, JEB, JEM, JIM, JIMMIE, JIMMY, JOV, OKIM (Slavic), SEAMUS (Irish), SHAMUS, YACHKO, YACOMUS, YACQUES, YAGO, YAKIM, YAKO, YAKOV (modern Hebrew, Russian), YAMES, YAMIE, YANCHO, YAROK (Russian), YASCHA, YASHA, YOV, YOVILIOS. Related Slavic surnames include Iakimov, Iakimovich, Jovtvev, Yankov, Iakovlev, Iakovlevich, Iakolich', Iakol', Iakovich, Iakovich', Iakovkovich, Iakovlevich', Iakovlich, Iakovlich', Iakovlii, Iakovl', Jaclovitze, Jacolvitze, Jacowitz, Jakele, Jakowlewicz, Iiakov, Iakovlev, Iakovlevich, Iakolich', Iakol', Iakovich, Iakovich', Iakovkovich, Iakovlevich', Iakovlich, Iakovlich', Iakovlii, Iakovl', Jaclovitze, Jacolvitze, Jacowitz, Jakele, Jakowlewicz. The name of a king of Judah in the Old Testament. The biblical Jacob (later called Israel) was born holding on to his brother's heel. He was the son of Isaac and Rebecca. The biblical James was an important apostle. He was the brother of the apostle John. A James is also mentioned in the Bible as being the brother of Jesus. Naming Day might be celebrated on April 30th for Apostle James; July 26th for St. Jacob (Netsvetov), Enlightner of the Peoples of Alaska; October 9th for St. James, son of Alphaeus. 



JANISLAV. The prefix jani- may mean gateway. The suffix -slav means glory. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: IANISLAV, YANISLAV. 



JANKUL. The Slavic element ku may refer to hammer, forge. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: YANKUL. 



JASTREB. The Bulgarian word yastreb means hawk. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: IASTREB (Slavic), YASTREB. 



JELYAL. May be related to the word zhelyazo which means iron. 



JIVKO. Other forms of the name include YIVKO.



JOLIAN. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: YOLIAN.



JONO. The Slavic element on may refer to he, him. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: YONO. 



JOVCHO. From the Greek word ioulos meaning descended from Jove, Jove’s child; from the Latin family name Jovilios; or a form of the name IVAN. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: JOVE, YOVE, YOVCHO. Related Bulgarian paternal surnames include Yovchev. Naming Day may be celebrated on the feast of St. John the Baptist, Ivanovden, January 7th.    



JOZO. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: YOZO. 



JULIAN, JULIJAN, JULES, JULI, JULIJ, YULIAN, ZHULIEN. From the Greek name JULIUS meaning mossy bearded, soft haired, youthful shaveling; or from the Old French/Latin meaning youthful, downy-haired one, downy bearded one; or from the Teutonic meaning girl; or from the Latin name JULIANUS, meaning given to Jupiter. GILES may be a form of the name, but most likely from the Greek word aigidion meaning young goat; or from the Teutonic meaning companion. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: GILLIAN, IULIAN (Russian), IULII (Russian), IULKO, IURAGA, IURATA, IURIAT, IURIATA, IURIK, IURIL, IUVENALII, IUVENTII, JELLIS, JILES, JILLES, JILLIAN, JILLIANN, JIRATA, JIRIK, KIROL, JYLL, JOILET, JOLYON, JULE, JULIE, JULIUSZ, JURATA, ULIAN, ULIANIK, ULIANKO, ULIIAN, YELLIS, YILES, YILLES, YULES, YULI, YULIJ, YULIJAN, YULIUSZ. Related Slavic paternal surnames include Iurilov, Iul'ev, Iulkov.  Iulian was a 4th Century saint. Jove was a name of the Roman god Jupiter. Julius Caesar was a great leader of the Roman empire.  This was the family clan name of several powerful Roman emperors. Biblical Roman centurion Julius saved Paul’s life. Julian was a Byzantine leader of Thrace in the 5th century AD. Naming Days include January 2nd for St. Juliana the Merciful, or July 16th. 



KADER. Related Slavic paternal surnames include:   Kaderov.



KALCHO. From the Greek name KALIN (good victory); from the name KARL (meaning manly); or from the name KALOYAN (meaning good John). This name is found mainly in eastern Bulgaria. 



KALIN. From the Greek meaning good victory, or beauty; related to the feminine name KALINA, from the Russian Kalinka meaning snownball bush, or guelder rose, the big white balls of flowers you see on trees. Naming Day for most names having to do with a flower or a tree may be celebrated on Palm Sunday.  



KALIOPI. From the Slavic meaning beautiful voice. Calliope was the Greek muse of poetry. Other forms of the name include KALLIOPII. 



KALITIN, KALITKO. The cultural movement of the 19th century, known as the Bulgarian renaissance, introduced new personal names honoring historical figures. Kalitin was a Russian lieutenant-colonel who distinguished himself in the combat at Stara Zagora.



KALOYAN (ka-lo-YAN), KALOIAN, KALOJAN, KALYO. From the Greek meaning good John, or just good. This name was for thousands of years buried in history, but recently revived because of a revival in the study of history. Tsar Kaloyan, died 1207, was the third Bulgarian ruler of Asen brother dynasty; a shrewd military strategist; he established friendly relations with Pope Innocent III in Rome.



KAMELI. 



KAMEN, KAMON, KIMON, KREMEN. This is a Bulgarian indigenous name which discloses its meaning easily, the Bulgarian word kamen means stone. These names are given to babies in the hope that they will be as hard as stone and thus overcome diseases and difficulties in life. Related to the Greek name PETROS, or PETER. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: CRIMONI, EBEN (Hebrew), KAMENKA (Slavic), KIFA (Slavic). Related Slavic paternal surnames include Kamenev, Kamenskoi, Kremenchuk. Feminine forms of this name include KAMENA. Kamen Zidarov, born 1902, is a Bulgarian playwright. 



KANYO. Bulgarian nickname for the names LUKAN, PETKAN, VULKAN, KANIMIR. This name is found mainly in southeastern Bulgaria. Related Slavic paternal surnames include Petkanchin.  Naming Day may be celebrated on any day associated with any of those names. 



KARAMFIL. This is a Bulgarian indigenous name which discloses its meaning easily, from the Bulgarian word karamfil which means carnation. The feminine form of the name is KARAMFILA.



KARDAM. Kardam was a Khan who took the helm in the midst of this chaos and from 777 to 803, he fought to defend his throne, either striving to preserve the internal peace or waging wars with Byzantium. The element kar may be from the Slavic meaning punishment.   



KARL. From the Old French, Old German, & Teutonic meaning manly, strong, the strong man, husbandman, a man; it also means a serf. It is a form of the name CHARLES, related the Old English word ceorl meaning man; or from the Teutonic meaning free man. The name is the personification of all that is masculine. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: CAREY, CARL, CARLO (Italian), CARLOS (Spanish, Portuguese), CAROL, CARROL, CARROLL, CARY, CHAD, CHADDIE, CHADDY, CHARLEY (English), CHARLESON (English), CHARLIE, CHARLOT, CHARLTON, CHARLY, CHAS, CHAZ, CHICK, CHICO, CHUCK, KALMAN, KAREL, KARLO (Italian), KAROL (French), KAROLEK, TEARLACH. CARROL may also be from the Irish Gaelic meaning champion, the champion, the unbeatable fighter. CHUCK may also be of unknown origin meaning quick, hasty, effcient adaptability. Charlemange was a great king of the Franks. Kings of England, France, Spain, Sweden, Hungary were named CHARLES. 



KARMEL, KARMELO, KARMEN. From the Latin name CARMEL, meaning a song, or hymn; or it may be from the Hebrew meaning garden, or God's vineyard. From the Roman family name Carmineus. Related to the feminine name KARMEN. 



KARNELIA. May be related to the English masculine name CARNELL meaning defender of the castle; or it may be related to the name CORNELIUS, from the Latin words cornu meaning horn and helios meaning sun; or from the Latin meaning battle horn. To avoid unimpressive ordinary names some Bulgarians adopted as family names the occupations or trades of their fathers, using corresponding Turkish words with Bugarian endings. The similar surname Karneliev means centenarian in Turkish instead of the Bulgarian, Stoletov. 



KARO. A Turkish name of Arab origin; or it may be related to the Slavic name element kar meaning punishment.



KASIMIR, KAZIMIR. From the Slavic, Polish, Czech meaning he announces peace, the proclaimer of peace, bringing peace, nice peace, founder of peace; from the Slavic element kaz meaning demonstration, appearance; combined with mir, from the Slavic referring to peace.   Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: CASIMIR, CASIMIRE, CASS, CASSIE, CASSY, CRAZEN, CRSSEK, KAZMER (Polish-Hungarian), KAZIMIERZ (Polish), KAZIMIR, KAZIMIRETS, KAZIMJR, KAZMER. Related Slavic paternal surnames include Kazimirov, Kazimirovich.



KATERIN, KATALIN.  From the Greek meaning pure maiden, clean. A Slavic variation of the Greek name AIKATERINA or CATHERINE,  meaning pure, pure one. 



KERAN. 



KETO. Some scholars have assigned an old Bulgarian, Kuman, or Petcheneg origin to this name.



KINO. Form of the name RAYKIN, BOYKIN. Naming day could be celebrated on the Naming Days associated with any of those names.



KIRIL (KI-ril), CYRIL (SER-il), KIKI, KIRAN, KIRCHO, KIRKO, KIRO. Common male Bulgarian name. From the Greek meaning lordly one, the Lord, master, lord’, ruler. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: CY, CYRILL, CYRILLE, KIR, KIRIAN, KIRIANKO, KIRILA, KIRILISHCHE, KIRILKA, KIRILKO, KIRILO, KIRILL, KIRILLOS, KIRION, KIRIUSHKA, KIROL (Greek), KIURIL, KIURILL, KURIL, KURILO, KURYLEN, KYRYL. Related Bulgarian paternal surnames include Kirilov; related Slavic paternal surnames include Kir'ianov, Kirillov, Kirilew, Kirilovich, Kirilovits, Kurilov, Kurilovich, Kirov, Krev. St. Cyril (827-69), was a scholar and Christian missionary who, with his brother Methodius, invented the first Slavic alphabet and created a Slavic literature for the first time. Naming Day could be celebrated on March 18th for St. Cyril of Jerusalem, May 11th for Sts. Cyril & Methodius, June 9th for St. Cyril of Alexandria. 



KITAN. From Kimka meaning good-looking, handsome. The Bulgarian word Kitanski means Chinese.



KLACHER. The suffix -her may be from the Old German word heri meaning army, warrior . The Slavic element lach may mean hunger, thirst.   



KLIMENT. From the Greek-Latin name CLEMENS meaning kind, gentle, merciful, one who tempers justice with mercy. The name is typical of Ohrid, after the name of the first Bulgarina bishop St. Clement established the Ohrid school. Other Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: CLEM, CLEMENCE, CLEMENS, CLEMENT, CLEMENTE, CLEMMY, CLIM, CLYMKE (Old German), KELEMEN, KELLMAN, KLEMEN, KLEMENTEI, KLIMENTII, KLIMENTEIKE, KLIMENTO, KLIMIANT, KLIMIATA. Related Slavic paternal surnames include Klimentov, Klimentiev, Klimentievich', Kliment'ev, Klimiatin. Naming Day could be celebrated on November 25th for St. Clement of Ochrid. This was the name of 14 popes. Clement was a disciple of Cyril and Methodius. 



KOCE. From the Slavic meaning scythe. May be related to the Slavic name element kos meaning plait, braid; or related to the Bulgarian word kos meaning blackbird.



KOCO. May be related to the Slavic name element kos meaning plait, braid; or related to the Bulgarian word kos meaning blackbird.



KOKICHO. An old name meaning handsome, good-looking.



KOLJA.  May be related to the Slavic name element kol meaning sting, stab. The Bulgarian word kolya means slaughter, kill, butcher.



KOLJU, KOLJUO. May be related to the Slavic name element kol meaning sting, stab.



KONSTANTIN, KOSTADIN; nicknames include KOCHO, KOSTA, KOSTAS, KOTE, KOTSE, KOYCHO. Common male Bulgarian name. KOSTADIN is the old form of the name. From the Latin name CONSTANTINUS, which is from the Latin word constans meaning constant, steadfast. Also from the Latin meaning firm, constant, unwavering, always constant. Some of these names may be identified with the Thracian name KOTIS, they are actually of more recent origin. KOCHO is found mainly in southern, KOSTA mainly in eastern Bulgaria. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: CONA, CONN, CONSTANT, CONSTANTIN, CONSTANTINE, CONSTANTINOS, COSCHA (Slavic), DEAN, KONA, KONSTANTIN, KONSTANTINE, KONSTANTYN (Slavic), KONSTIANTIN (Slavic), KOSCHA (Slavic), KOSHCHA (Slavic), KOSHKA (Slavic), KOSHTA (Slavic), KOSNIATIN, KOST, KOSTA (Slavic), KOSTANTIN, KOSTENKA, KOSTENTIN, KOSTIA, KOSTIANT, KOSTIUSHA, KOSTKA, KOSTYA, KOSTYUSHA, KOTIK, KSNIATIN, KUNO, SZILARD (Hungarian). Related Slavic paternal surnames include Konstiantinov, Konstantinov, Konstantinovich, Konstantinovits, Konstentinov, Konstiantinovich', Koshchin, Koshkin, Kostentinov, Kostentinovich, Kostevich, Kostiantinov, Kostiantinovich', Kostiantinovits, Kostian'tinovich, Kostik, Kostin, Kostiushkovich, Khoboltovskii, Kostkov, Kost'kovskii, Ksniatinich. Related Bulgarian paternal surnames include Kostadinov, Kostov. Naming Days include May 21st for St. Constantine & Helen. Constantine was the first Christian Roman emperor. KONSTANTIN. In 1257 internecine strifes brought to the throne Konstantin Tih, a boyar from Skopje. He was a mediocre ruler, unable to save the state. 



KORNELIY, KORNEL, KORNELO. From the Latin words cornu meaning horn and helios meaning sun; or from the Latin meaning battle horn. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: CORNAL, CORNALL, CORNEL, CORNELIUS, CORNELL, KORNEL (Latin), NEAL, NEIL. 



KOYKO, KOYCHO, KOJCHO. Form of the name KOSTADIN, KONSTANTIN, KOLYO. Naming day could be celebrated on the Naming Days associated with any of those names.



KQNCHO, KQNJUO. May be related to the Slavic name element kun refering to the mammel the marten; or it may be related to the Russian name KUNA meaning quill. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: CUNO, FITCH (Anglo-Saxon), FITCHE, KUNAI, KUNAK, KUNAT, KUNATH, KUNATA. Related Slavic paternal surnames include Kunitsyn, Kunakov.  



KRAISLAV. From the Slavic meaning area/glory. 



KRAMIR, KRAEMIR, KRAYMIR. From the Slavic meaning well-known and handsome. Related Slavic paternal surnames include: Kramirik.



KRASEN, KRASI, KRASIN.From the Slavic word krasiv meaning beautiful, lovely, fair, well-favoured, ‘handsome, good-/fine-looking, nice, noble. 



KRASIMIR, KRASSIMIR. This is a Bulgarian indigenous name which discloses its meaning easily, from the Bulgarian phrase krasimir which means beautify the world, beautiful world; or a form of the name KRAMIR (well-known and handsome). This is an ancient Polish name. One of the ten most common boys' names in Sofia in 1979. Related Slavic paternal surnames include Krasenskii, Krasovskii, Krasukhin.



KRASTAN. From the Slavic word krasiv meaning beautiful, lovely, fair, well-favoured, ‘handsome, good looking, fine-looking, nice, noble. Related Bulgrian paternal surnames include Krastev, Basin, Bachin, Kraskov. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: BACHA, BACHUTA, BADCO, BADE, BADKO, BAS, BASA, BASHA, BATE, BUK, KRASKA, KRASKO. 



KRISTIAN, HRISTAKI, HRISTIN, KRISTIYAN, KRQSTAN, KRQSTJU, KRQSTJUO. From the Greek meaning anointed, Christian, believer in Christ, anointed one. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: CARSTEN, CHRIS, CHRISTIAN, CHRISTIE, CHRISTY, KARSTEN (Low German), KERESZTELY (Hungarian), KHRISTIAN, KHRISTIN (Slavic), KIT, KRIS, KRIST, KRISTIAN (Scandinavian), KRISTIN, KRYSTIAN. Related Slavic surnames include Khristinich. Naming Day may be celebrated on September 14th. 



KRUM, KROUM. From the Indo-European meaning raise, hoist. This name was for thousands of years buried in history, but recently revived because of a revival in the study of history. A name that became popular during the cultural movement of the 19th century known as the Bulgarian renaissance. New pesonal names were introduced that honored monarchs of the First and Second Bulgarian States.  Related Bulgarian paternal surnames includes Krumov. Krum was the Khan (Bulgarian ruler) from 803- 814 AD. An energetic, courageous and steadfast ruler, ruthless when necessary, keenly pursuing the expansion of his state.



KRUSTYO, KRUSTAN, KRYSTJO, STAVRI. KRUSTYO is a common Bulgarian male name.  From the Greek name STAURIOS, derived from stauros meaning cross; from the Bulgarian krust meaning cross. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: KUNCHO, KUNYO. Naming Day is most likely September 14. 



KUBRAT. A khan and statesmen. A Proto-Bulgarian, founder of Great Bulgaria, north of the Sea of Azov, end of the 6th century, also known as Kahn Kurt. The prefix ku may be from the Slavic meaning hammer, forge.  The suffix rat may be from the Slavic meaning fight (for), inveigh (against).   



KUMAN. Kumans were Turkic peoples who followed in the steps of the Proto-Bulgars into Bulgaria. They were also known as Polovtsians. The prefix ku may be from the Slavic meaning hammer, forge.  Other related names include KUMANITS. Related Slavic paternal surnames include Kumanov. Place names, such as Kumanovo (in Macedonia), the flower name kumoniga meaning melilot, as well as these personal names are relics of Kuman presence. Naming Day for most names having to do with a flower or a tree may be celebrated on Palm Sunday.  



KURTI. A Turkish name of Arab origin meaning tempest, storm. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning include BUI (Slavic), BUIAN, BUIANKO, KURT (Hungarian), TEMPEST (English).



KUZMAN, KOZMA.  From the Greek meaning adornment, decoration. May be related to the Greek name KOSMAS meaning order, universe. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: KOZMIN, KUZEMA, KUZEMKA, KUZEMKO, KUZIMKA, KUZMA, KUZMITS, KUZMLA. Related Slavic paternal surnames include Koz'min, Kuz'min, Kozmin,  Kozminich, Kusema, Kuzemkin, Kuzmich, Kuzmichev, Kuzmich', Kuzmin, Kuzminich, Kuzminskii, Kuzmin'evich'; related feminine surnames include Kozmina, Kuzmina. Naming Day could be celebrated on August 24th for St. Kozma of Berat, Evangelizer of Southern Albania. 



LADOMER. From the Slavic meaning trapper.



LALJUO, LALO. From the Latin meaning to sing a lullaby. 



LATIN. May mean Latin.



LAZAR, ELIEZER, ELIZAR, LAZO. Common Bulgarian male name.  A biblical name, from the Hebrew name ELEAZAR meaning God will help, the Lord will help, God helped, God helps, God is my helper. It is a biblical name. LAZAR is found mainly in Gansko and Teteven. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: ELEAZER, ELIZAREI, ELIZARII (Slavic), ELIZARIK, ELIZARKO, ELIZER, LASZLO (Slavic), LAZARE, LAZARKO, LAZARO, LAZARUS (American), LAZKO, LAZOR, LAZZARO, LAZARZ, LOZAR, LOZOR. Related Bulgarian paternal surnames include Lazarov; related Slavic paternal surnames include: Elizar'ev, Elizariev, Elizarkov, Elizarov, Elizerov. Lazarus was the man whom Jesus was reported to have raised from the dead. Naming Day may be celebrated on the Saturday before Palm Sunday. 



LEKO. Lek may be from the Slavic meaning fear; or cure.  May be a nickname of the Polish name LECH, from a Slavic expression whose meaning has been lost. In Slavic legend, this was the name the founder of the Polish people. His brothers RUSS and CZECH were the progenitors of the Russian and Czech nations, respectively. Lech Walesa was the courageous shipyard worker and labor organizer who led the campaign to bring down the Communist government in Poland.



LENIN, LENCHO, LENKO. Lenin was the founder of the former Soviet state. The suffix -in is an Irish diminutive. Several related names were created by Communist parents who were eager to reject traditional names. MELOR is an acronym of Marx Engels Lenin October Revolution. 



LEON, LEONID, LEVIT, LEVSKI, POLDI. From the French, Teutonic name LEON meaning lion-like; from the Greek meaning lion; from the Germanic meaning strong like a lion; or or from the Latin name LEO meaning lion. LEONID is from the Russian for strong as a lion, lion/idea. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: LEE, LENARD (German), LENTEI, LENTII (Slavic), LEONARD, LEONIDE (Latin), LEONEI (Slavic), LEONT (Slavic), LEONTEI (Slavic), LEONTHE, LEONTII (Slavic), LEOPOLD, LEOS, LEV, LEVANID, LEVENT, LEVKA, LEVKO, LEVNID, LEVON (Slavic), LEVONID, LEVONIK (Slavic), LEVONKO (Slavic), LEVONT, LEVONTEI, LEVONTEIKA (Slavic), LEVONTII, LEVUKHA, LEVUSHA, LEVUSHKA, LEWA, LIONEL, LYONECHKA,  LYONYA, POLDY, POLLY.  Related Slavic surnames include L'vov, L'vovich, Levkov, Levkovich, Levskoi, Lvov, Leont'ev, Lenteev, Lentiev, Lent'ev, Leonov, Leonovich, Leontiev, Leontievich', Levonkov, Levonov, Levonteev, Levontievich, Levontievich', Levont'ev, Levont'evich, Levont'evich', Levont'evits, Levunov, Levanidov. Leonardo da Vinci was an Italian artist and thinker. The name of 13 popes.  Leont was a martyr in the13-14th Centuries.  Vasil Levski was a Bulgarian patriot and national hero credited with the plan in 1876 to overthrow the Ottoman Empire. 



LILKO. 



LONO. The Slavic element on may refer to he, him.        



LOZAN. From a Bulgarian phrase symbolizing the continuity of the family. The Bulgarian word loza means vine. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: LOZA, LOZKA, VENDIMIIAN (Slavic), VENDIMIAN. Naming Day for most names having to do with a flower or a tree may be celebrated on Palm Sunday.  



LUCHEZAR, LQCHEZAR. The suffix -zar may be an archaic form for the words shining, beam, or rays, coming from religions connotations; or it may be related to the word car meaning tzar.



LUKA, LUCAS, LUKAN, LJUCKAN, LUSIN. Common Bulgarian male name. From the Latin name LUCIUS, from the word lux meaning light; or bringer of light and knowledge; or from the greek name LOUKAS meaning of Lucania, man of Lucania. LUKA is typical of Koprivshtitsa. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and naes with the same meaning include LOUKA, LUCANIAN (Latin), LUCHKA, LUCIAN, LUCIEN (French), LUCJAN (Polish), LUKA, LUKACS (Hungarian), LUKASHA (Russian), LUKASZ (Polish), LUKE, LUKIAN (Slavic), LUKIANETS (Slavic), LUKIANIK (Slavic), LUKIANKO (Slavic), LUKII (Slavic), LUKIIAN (Slavic), LUKILLIAN (Slavic), LUKIN (Slavic), LUKOIANKO (Slavic), LUKVIIAN (Slavic), LUKYAN (Russian), LUKYN, LUTIAN (Slavic), LUTIANCHIK (Slavic), LUTSEK. Related Slavic surnames include Lukin, Luken, Lukiianov, Lukoianov, Lukynich, Luk'ianov, Luk'ianovich, Lut'ianchikov, Lut'ianov, Lukinich, Lukinich', Lukinits. Luke was the author of the third Gospel and Acts in the New Testament. He was supposedly a doctor who travelled in the company of Paul. Naming Day could be celebrated on October 18th for Apostle & Evangelist Luke.



LYUBCHO, LUBCHO, LJUBCHO.  The Slavic element lub probably refers to love. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include LUBCHEI (Slavic). Related Slavic paternal surnames include:   Lubchev. Naming Day may be celebrated on September 17th. Ljubov, Ljubcho,    



LYUBEN (LYOO-ben), LUBEN, LIUBEN, LJUBEN. One of the five true masculine Bulgarian folk names, and a common male Bulgarian name. This is a Bulgarian indigenous name which discloses its meaning easily, from the Bulgarian word liubim meaning love, beloved, loved, dear, precious, darling, favourite, sweetheart, pet. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: COCHAN (Slavic), EROS, KKOKHL, KOCHAN, KOH (Slavic), KOKH (Slavic), KOHAN, KOHATA, KOKHAN, KOKHATA, LIB, LIBEK, LIBEN, LIEBITSCHO, LIUB, LIUBA, LIUBACH, LIUBACHIK, LIUBEK, LIUBEN, LIUBIAN, LIUBII, LIUBIM, LIUBIMKO, LIUBIN, LIUBISHA, LUB, LUBKO, LIUBOVKA, PEKLO (Slavic), PEKUCHA (Slavic), PREM (East Indian/Hindu). Related Slavic masculine surnames include Liubinov. Luyben Stoychev Karavelov (1834-79), was a Bulgarian writer; leader of the Bulgarian national revolution. Naming Day may be celebrated on September 17th. 



LYUBOMIR, LUBOMIR, LJUBOMIR, LYOBOMIR; nicknames include LUBA. A common male Bulgarian name meaning originally to be the world's darling. Later came to mean peace-loving. From the Slavic phrase lub meri meaning love plus great, resulting in the meaning great love. The phrase means love of peace, love of earth. From the Polish meaning peace-loving; from the Russian meaning loving, people’s love. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning include LIBOMIR, LIUBIMIR, LIUBOMIR, LUBA, LUBEK, LUBOMIR, LUBOMIREK, LUBOR, LUBOREK, LUBOS, LUBOSEK, LUBOSH, LUMIR. Lyubomir Pipkov, born 1904, was a Bulgarian composer. Naming Day may be celebrated on September 17th. 



LYUBOSLAV, LUBOSLAV, LJUBOSLAV. From the Polish meaning loving glory, love of glory, glory  of love. Slaw is the Polish form of the Russian element slava meaning fame, glory. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: LIUBOSLAV, LUBOSLAW. Naming Day may be celebrated on September 17th. 



LYUBOV, LUBOV, LJUBOV. The Slavic element lub probably refers to love. Naming Day may be celebrated on September 17th. 



LYUDMIL, LUDMIL, LJUDMIL. From the Slavic meaning people’s love, beloved of the people, dear to the people. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: LIUDMIL, LIUDOMIL, LUDIMIL, LUDOMIL. A name suggested by a literary character. Naming Day is most likely celebrated on September 16.



MAKAVEJ, MAKAVEI. From the Hebrew meaning hammer. MAKAVEI is found mainly in northwestern Bulgaria. The name MARK may be related. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: KII (Slavic).  Related Bulgarian paternal surnames include Markov; related Slavic paternal surnames include Kiev. Naming Day could be celebrated on January 19th for St. Mark of Ephesus; April 25th for Apostle & Evangelist Mark.  



MAKSIMILIJAN, MAXIM, MAKSIM. From the Latin meaning great, greatest in excellence. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: MAKSIMETS, MAKSIMKA, MAKSIMKO, MAKKHIM, MAKS, MAKSIMILIAN, MAKSYM, MAKSYMILIAN, MAX, MAXIMILLIAN, MAXIMUS, MAXWELL (English), MIKSIM. Related Slavic paternal surnames include Maksimov, Maksimovits. Name of a third century saint, St. Maximus the Confessor. Naming Day is most likely celebrated on January 21st for St. Maximus the Greek; or it could be celebrated on September 6th for Priestmartyr Maksym of Carpatho-Rus. 



MALIN. From the Slavic meaning strawberry; or a form of the name EMIL. Other forms of the name include MALINA, MALINKA, MALYN, MALYNA. Related Slavic paternal surnames include Malynskii, Malinin. Naming Day for most names having to do with a flower or a tree may be celebrated on Palm Sunday.  



MANCHO, MANJUO. Related to the Slavic name element man meaning to attract or lure with intent to mislead. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: MANKA, MANKO (Slavic).



MARIAN. MARIANE, MARIJ, MARIJAN. The English or Latin variation of MARY. From the Virgin Mary. The meaning of this popular name is not known for certain, but there are several theories: from the Hebrew meaning bitter, bitterness, rebelliousness, strong willed, wished for child, or drop of the sea; from the Russian meaning sorrow, bitterness; or possibly an Egyptian name. Naming Day could be celebrated on any of the days associated with the name MARY. 



MARIN, MARINCHO, MARINKO. A common male Bulgarian name. A form of the feminine name MARINA, from the Latin meaning sea maid, of the sea, marine. From the Roman family name Marinus. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: DELMAR (Latin), DELMER, DELMORE, MARINKO. Related Bulgarian paternal surnames include Marinov. This name is also a surname given some if the family breadwinner stays away for a long time or if the widow becomes the sole support of her children. This child was then referred to by the mother’s name, or Mara. Naming Days include July 17th for Great Martyr Marina (Margaret). 



MARIO (also Roma), MARKO (also Roma). A common male Bulgarian name. From the Latin name MARIUS meaning of Mars, warlike, martial one, little hammer, little war-like one, given to Mars, protector of the borders; or from the Hebrew meaning hammer. It was from a Roman family name. Mars was the Roman god of War. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: MARC (French), MARCEL (French), MARCELI, MARCELLUS, MARCO (Italian), MARCUS, MAREK (Polish, Czech), MARK (English), MARKEL, MARKELKO, MARKEL, MARKELIN, MARKELL, MARKELLIN, MARKIL, MARKUS, MOLOTOV (Slavic).  The name MARK is not a common ethnic Slavic name, MARCO is a Baltic variant. Related Slavic surnames include Markelov, Markov, Markovich.  Mark was the author of the second Gospel in the New Testament. Naming Day could be celebrated on January 19th for St. Mark of Ephesus; April 25th for Apostle & Evangelist Mark.  



MARTIN. From the Latin name MARTINUS meaning of Mars, warlike one, dedicated to Mars, brave like Mars, of the God Mars. Possibly a form of MARIUS. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: MAARTEN (Dutch), MARCIN (Polish), MARTEN, MARTIIAN, MARTIJN (Dutch), MARTINCEK (Slavic), MARTINEZ, MARTINIAN, MARTINKO (Slavic), MARTINO (Italian), MARTINOS (Greek), MARTINUSH, MAR’TINUZHIK, MARTN, MARTON, MARTONI (Hungarian), MARTYN (Russian), MARTYNKO, MORTEN (Danish), with nicknames including MARCI, MARCILIKA, MARTIE, MARTINO, MARTY, TINE. Related Bulgarian paternal surnames include Marev; related Slavic paternal surnames include Martiianov, Martinovich', Martinovskii, Martinushevik, Martynov, Martynovich. Naming Day could be celebrated on January 19th for St. Mark of Ephesus; April 25th for Apostle & Evangelist Mark.  Naming Day may be celebrated on March 1st, for Baba Marta and the month of March.  



MATTHIAS, MATEI, MATEJ, MATEY, MATJU, MATYO. From the Hebrew meaning gift of Jehovah, gift of the Lord, gift of God. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: MACIEJ (Slavic), MAT, MATE (Hungarian), MATEEKA, MATEI, MATEJA, MATEUSZ, MATEVS, MATFE, MATFEI (Slavic), MATFEIKA, MATFEIKO, MATFI, MATFII, MATII, MATIJA, MATT, MATTHEW, MATVEI, MATVEIKO, MATVEY, MATVII, MATYAS (Hungarian), MATYASH, MIECZYSLAW, MOTKA. Related Slavic masculine surnames include Matfeev, Matfeevich, Mateevich, Matfeevich', Matfeevits, Matfeikov,  Matfiev, Matov, Matveev, Matveevich, Matveevich', Mat'ev, Mat'feevich'. Matthew was the name of an apostle (a tax collector) and also the name of the author of the second Gospel in the New Testament. The name of the apostle chosen to replace Judas Iscariot in the New Testament. Naming Day is probably celebrated on November 16th for Apostle & Evangelist Matthew. It could be celebrated on August 9th for Apostle Matthias.



MAVRI. The Slavic name element mavr means black.



MAXUN.



MEDZNUM. May be related to the Slavic element med meaning honey.   



MEHMED, MOHAMMED. From the Arabic meaning the praised one, praiseworthy. This name, with all of its variants, is one of the most popular in the world. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: HAMID, MOHAMMAD, MUHAMMAD, TAMID. The prophet who founded Islam. 



MENDO. This name may be identified with a Thracian name, but it is actually of more recent origin. May be related to the Slavic name element men meaning small, minority. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: MAL, MALI, MALIE, MALISA, MALISCA, MALISH, MALISHA, MALISHCA, MALISHKA, MALISZ, MALIUTA, MALIUTKA, MALIUTKO, MALOI, MALUKHA, MALUSHA, MALY, MALYI, MALYK, MEN’SHAK (Slavic), MENSHICHKO, MENSHIK, MENSHEI, MENSHOI. Related Slavic paternal surnames include Menshovo, Menshikov, Malukhin, Maliev, Malich. 



MERDZHAN. May be related to the Slavic name element mer meaning means, ability, limits + the Bulgarian word zhanr meaning genre, style, manner, kind.   



MERIM, MERIMCHO. May be related to the Slavic name element mer meaning means, ability, limits combined with the element im meaning have, acquire.



METEN. The suffix ten may be from the Slavic meaning it, that.     



METODI, METIDI, METO, METODII, METODY. Very common Bulgarian male name. From the Greek phrase meta hodos meaning companion traveler.; or from the Greek meaning one who is methodical. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: METHODIOS, METHODIUS. St. Methodius (825-84) was a Christian missionary, elder brother of St. Cyril, who first translated the Bible into the Slavic language. He is also one of the creators of the Cyrillic alphabet, named for his brother. Naming Day could be celebrated on May 11th for Sts. Cyril & Methodius. 



MIHAIL, MICHO, MILE, MILEN, MIHAL, MIHO, MIKO, MINCHEV, MISHO, MITSO.  Very common Bulgarian male name. From the Hebrew meaning who is like God?, who is like the Lord?, who is like God?, the Lord is God, similar to God. MILE is found mainly in southwestern, MIHO & MINCHO are found mainly in northeastern Bulgaria, MINKO is typical of Troyan. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning include MICAH, MICAL, MICHA, MICHAEL (American), MICHAIL, MICHAL, MICHEAL, MICKEY, MICKY, MIECZYSLAW (Hungarian), MIGUEL (Spanish), MIHA, MIHAEL, MIHAILO, MIHALY, MIHEC, MIKA, MIKAEL, MIKAILO, MIKAL, MIKE (American), MIKEY, MIKH, MIKHA, MIKHAIL (Russian), MIKHAILA, MIKAILETS, MIKHAILO, MIKHAL, MIKHALIS, MIKHALKA, MIKHALKO, MIKHALO, MIKHAS’, MIKHE, MIKHEI, MIKHEIKA, MIKHEIKO, MIKHICH, MIKHII, MIKHIILO, MIKHOCH, MIKHNO, MIKHNOS, MIKHO, MIKHOE, MIKHOS (Slavic), MIKKEL (Scandinavian), MIKLOSHA, MIKOL (Slavic), MIKOLAJ (Slavic), MIKOLAS (Slavic), MIHALY, MILES, MISAIL, MISAILO, MISCHA, MISHA, MISHE, MISHENKA, MISHKA, MISHKO, MISI, MISKA, MISKO, MITCH, MITCHELL, MYCAH, MYCHAL, MYKAL, MYKELL, MYSKA. MIKKEL may also be from the Scandinavian meaning enormous. Related Slavic masculine surnames Mikhailov, Mikhailovich, Mikhailovich', Mikhailovits, Mikhailovits', Mikhalev, Mikhalevich', Mikhalkov, Mikhalkovich, Mikhalov, Mikheev, Mikheevich, Mikheevits', Mikhin, Mikhovik, Mishchinich, Mishin, Mishkov, Mishkovich, Miskov. In the New Testament Michael is the name of the archangel who defeats the dragon. One of the two archangels (with Gabriel) in the Bible. He was the leader of the heavenly hosts and is the patron saint of soldiers. Also the name of eight Byzantine emperors. Mihail II was the son of tsar Ivan Assen from his second marriage; he assended the throne and failed to repulse the Tartar onslaught. Naming Day is most likely celebrated on November 8 for Archangel Michael. It might be celebrated August 14th for Prophet Micah.



MILAN, MILENKO, MILADIN. From the Slavic word mil meaning favor, grace, gracious, dear, precious, kind, nice, considerate, amiable, likable, sweet, charming, beloved. Sentimental parents gave their children one of these names wishing their children to be dear or endeared. May be related to the feminine name LIDIA. MILAN is found mainly in southwestern Bulgaria. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: CMILO, MELKO, MELOCS, MIL, MILAT, MILCO, MILIAK, MILIAKA, MILIUTA, MILKA, MILKO, MILO, MILOI, MILOIJE, MILOS, MILOSC, MILOSH (Slavic, Roma), MILOSHKO, MILOUTA, MILUTA, MYLOS, POMIL (Slavic), POMILKO, SMIL (Slavic), SMILEK, SMILKO, SMILO, SZMILO, XMIL, ZLIM, ZMIEL, ZMIL, ZMILO, ZMYLO. Related Bulgarian paternal surnames include Milkov, Milkoff; related Slavic paternal surnames include Milkovich, Mil'kov, Molovskii, Milowski, Miliutin, Miloutin, Milutik, Milutin, Milatovich, Milatovic. 



MILETI. May be related to the Bulgarian word mil,  from the Slavic meaning favor, grace, gracious, dear, precious, kind, nice, considerate, amiable, likable, sweet, charming, beloved.



MILIFON. May be related to the Bulgarian word mil,  from the Slavic meaning favor, grace, gracious, dear, precious, kind, nice, considerate, amiable, likable, sweet, charming, beloved; and the Teutonic word funs meaning ready. 



MILKO, MILCHO, MILYO. Nicknames for MILEN, MIHAIL, MILKO, or EMIL. MILKO may be related to the feminine Hebrew name MILKA, meaning counsel; or it may be related to the Bulgarian word mil, from the Slavic meaning favor, grace, gracious, dear, precious, kind, nice, considerate, amiable, likable, sweet, charming, beloved.Naming Day is most likely celebrated on November 8 for Archangel Michael. It might be celebrated August 14th for Prophet Micah. 



MILOMIR. From the Slavic meaning gracious peace.



MILOSLAV. From the Slavic elements mil meaning grace, slav meaning glory. The name means gracious glory, sweet glory. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: MILDA, MILON, MILOS, MILOSHEK, MILOSLAUS, MILOZLAV, MILSLAV, MYLOZLAUS. Related paternal Slavic surnames include Miloslavov, Miloslavskii, Miloslavskoi . 



MILOUSH. May be from the Slavic prefix mil- meaning favor, grace, gracious, dear, precious, kind, nice, considerate, amiable, likable, sweet, charming, beloved; combined with the Slavic element ous meaning moustache.



MINCHO, MINCHU, MINJU, MINKO. Form of the name SIMEON or MIHAIL. Naming day could be celebrated on the Naming Days associated with any of those names. 



MIODRAG. From the Slavic phrase mio drag meaning dear and cherished.



MIRASLAV, MIROSLAV. From the Slavic phrase mir slav meaning peaceful glory, peace glory, great glory, glory of the earth, glory of peace; or from the Russian meaning beautiful slave. Slaw is the Polish form of the Russian element slava meaning fame, glory. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning  include BASARAB (Slavic), MIREK (Czech), MIRKA, MIROSLAVY, MIROSLAW (Slavic), MIROSLAWY, MIROZLAR, MIROZLAUS, MIRSLAV, MIRZLAUS, MUROSLAUS, ZEMISLAUS, ZEMISLAV. Related Slavic paternal surnames include MiroSlavich, Miroslavov, MiroSlavich', Miroslavl'. 



MIRCHO, MIRKO, MIRO.  Bulgarian nicknames for MIRASLAV, LYUBOMIR, VLADIMIR, MIRON, DRAGOMIR, etc. Naming Day may be celebrated on any day associated with any of those names. 

 

MIRON.  From the Greek meaning anointed; from the Slavic meaning fragrant oil, fragrant ointment, sweet oil. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: MIRONETS, MYRON (Greek). Related Slavic paternal surnames include Mironov, Mironovich; feminine surnames include Mironova.  



MITRE. May be related to the Bulgarian word mit meaining myth or washed, clean. Related Bulgarian paternal surnames include Mitov.



MLADEN. Very common Bulgarian male name. From the Slavic word mlad meaning young. The name is mostly in northwestern Bulgaria. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: GIN (Slavic), GINE, GINKA. GYNETH, HINCO, HINCZO, HINKO, IUNAK, IUNETS, MLADEK, MLADIE, MLADON, MLADOS, MLADOSH, MLADYI, MOLODOI. Related male Slavic surnames include Iuntsovich.  



MLADIMIR. From the Slavic word mlad meaning young and mir meaning peace. 



MOMCHIL, CHILO. From the Bulgarian word momche meaning boy, young; together with the Slavic word element chil meaning strength, constitution. This name is desired by couples having no boys.  It is common in the Rhodope districts of Smolyan and Gyumyurdzhina. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: MOMAT, MOMCHIL, MOMTCHIL (Slavic), MOMTSCHIL, OTROK (Slavic). Related Slavic paternal surnames include Momatov, Momotov.



MONCHO. The Slavic element mo may mean mine, belonging to me.    



MOSTICH.  Historical Bulgarian name not seen today.



MUSTAFA. The prefix mu may be from the Slavic meaning toadstool.  Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning include MUSTOFA. 



NADIR.   May be related to the Slavic name element nad meaning either on, onto; or do in grat quantity; or super, over. May be related to the feminine name NADYA, from the Slavic meaning hope. 



NAIDEN, NACHO, NAJCHO, NAJDEN, NAYDEN. One of the five true masculine Bulgarian folk names, a common male Bulgarian name, a protective name meaning found, foundling. The Bulgarian name element naid means obtain, achieve. The name means found. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: NACH, NACHKEM, NACZKO, NAIDA, NAIDENKA, NAIDENKO, NAIDIUSHKA, NAZ, NOIDEN. Related Bulgarian paternal surnames include Naydenov. Name Day may be celebrated on January 18th, Atanasovden, for St. Athanasius.



NAKO. From the Slavic meaning backwards; or a nickname for the names NAIDEN or ATANAS. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: NAK. Related Slavic paternal surnames include Nakovitz.



NANKO. From the Slavic meaning mother, nanny.  Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: MATIUSHA (Slavic), MATIUSHKA, NAN, NENIUK, NANKO.  Related Slavic paternal surnames include Neniukov, Nankovitz, Matiushkin.



NAPOLEON. From the Ancient Greek word nibelungen meaning sons of mist. Or it may derive from Napoli, the Italian name for the city of Naples, and leone, Italian for ''lion''. Other forms of the name include NAP. Napoleon I, emperor of the French, was born Napoleone Buonaparte in Corsica. His native tongue was Italian, not French, and in the early days of the French Revolution he fought to free his home island from French domination. After this failed, he threw himself into his career as a soldier serving the Revolution, and cast off the ''e'' at the end of his first name and the ''u'' in his last to make them appear more French. History argues persuasively that he succeeded in this, as his name now represents the epitome of French nationalism. 



NARTZIS. This name is the name of some kind of flower or tree. Naming Day for most names having to do with a flower or a tree may be celebrated on Palm Sunday.  



NASKO. Probably a nickname for ATANAS. Name Day would probably be celebrated on January 18th, Atanasovden, for St. Athanasius.



NATCHKO.



NAYME, NAHUM, NAUM.  From the Slavic meaning having been consoled, from the Hebrew meaning comforter.  It came about after founder of Bulgarian Preslav School of the 9th century moved to Macedonia. This name is typical of the Ohrid and Bitolya district. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: NAUMKA, NAUMKO.  Releated Slavic surnames include Naumko,  Naumov, Naumovich. Naum was a disciple of Cyril and Methodius. Naming Day could be celebrated on December 1st for Prophet Nahum; December 23rd for St. Nahum, Enlightener of the Bulgarians.



NECO. May be related to the Slavic name element nes meaning either bear, carry; or nose.



NEDELKO, DECHKO, DECHUL, DELCHO, DELYAN, NEDELCHO, NEDELYA, NEIKO, NEDJALKO, NEDJU, NEDKO, NEDYALKO, NEJCHO, NEJKO, NENO, NESHO, NESHKO. From the Slavic meaning born on Sunday,  Sunday. NESHO is typical of Panagyurishte. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning include GERGAN, NEDA, NELKA.



NESTOR. From the Greek phrase eu nostos meaning traveller, ''homecoming''. Both meanings are related to the aged but vigorous king of Pilos, an important character in Homer's Iliad, who longed for the Trojan War to be finished so he could return to his home in Greece. Nestor lived between 1500-900 BC and was a legendary Greek king. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: NESTER, NESTERIK, NESTERKA, NEST’R, N’ST’R. Related Bulgarian paternal surnames include Nesterov; related Slavic paternal surnames include Nesterovich, Nesterovits. Naming Day is usually celebrated October  27.



NEVEN. This is a Bulgarina indigenous name which discloses its meaning easily. From the Bulgarian word nevena meaning marigold. Another possibility is that the name may be from the Irish Gaelic for holy, sacred, worshipper of the saint from the Gaelic name NAOIMHEAN, from gille naomh meaning servant of the saint. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: NEV, NEVAN, NEVIL, NEVIN, NEVINS, NIVEN. Naming Day for most names having to do with a flower or a tree may be celebrated on Palm Sunday.  



NICEPHORUS. Nicephorus wrote the earliest Bulgarian chronicle, the Enrolment List of the Bulgarian khans in the 7th century AD.



NIKIFOR. From the Slavic meaning victorious, the warrior who never lost a battle. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: CARNEY (Gaelic), CARNY, JAYANT (East Indian/Hindu), KEARNEY (Gaelic), MEKEFORKO, MIKIFOR, MIKIFORETS, MIKIFORIK, MIKIFORKA, MIKIFORKO, MIKIFORO, MIKYFOR, NEKEF, NIKIFORKO, NIKOFOR. Related Slavic paternal surnames include Nikiforov, Nikiforovich, Mikiforikov, Mikiforov, Mikiforovich; related Slavic feminine surnames include Nikiforova. 



NIKOLAI (ni-KO-la), DIMKA, KOLCHO, KOLE, KOLYO, KONDYO, MIKULA, NICHO, NICKOLAI, NICOLA, NIKODIM, NIKOLA (ni-KO-la), NIKOLAJ, NIKOLAS, NIKOLAY, NIKOLCHO. A widely used name in Bulgaria, one of the 6 most common male names. NIKOLA was one of the 10 most common names in Sofia in 1979. From the Greek name NIKODEMOS meaning victory of the people, victorious army, victorious people, people of victory, victory people, victorious people’s army, the leader of the people, victory and people; or from the Russian meaning people's victory. KOLCHO is found mainly in eastern, KOLE mainly in western, KOLYO mainly in eastern Bulgaria typical of Dryanovo. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: CAILEA, CLAAS, CLAES, CLAUS, COLAN, COLAS, COLEY (English), COLIN (American), COLLIN (American), COLLINS, KLAAS, KLAES, KLAUS, KOLENKA, KOLUSHKA, KOLYA, KOYLA, MIKA, MIKLOS (Greek), MIKOLA, MIKOLAJ (Slavic), MIKOLAI, MIKULAI, MIKULE, MIKULITSA, MIKULKA, NICANOR, NICCOLO, NICHOL, NICHOLAS, NICHOLL, NICHOLS, NICK (American), NICOLA, NICKOLAY, NICODEMUS, NICOLAAS, NICOLAI, NICOLAS (Spanish), NICOLAO, NICOLIS, NICOLO, NIK, NIKITA (Russian), NIKKI, NIKKY, NIKODEM, NIKOL’, NIKOLAAS (Dutch), NIKOLAUS, NIKOLAV, NIKOLOS, NIKOS, NIKULA, NIKULAI, NIKULITSA, NOLOR, VIMKA. COLIN can also be from the Gaelic meaning strong and virile or the young child. Related Bulgarian paternal surnames include Nikolov, Nikolcheev, Nikolaev, Nikolaytchev; related Slavic paternal surnames include Mikolaev, Mikolaevich, Mikolaevich', Mikulaev, Mikulich, Mikulich', Mikulin, Mikuline, Mikulinich, Mikulinich', Mikulnikov, Nikulich, Nikulin. Nikola was the father of tsar Samuil of Bulgaria, the head of the Sredets komitat (administrative region). The name of a character in the New Testament. A New Testament name given even greater fame by the 4th centruy Saint Nicholas, patron saint of children and the original Santa Claus. Saint Nicholas became our Santa Claus. Nicholas was also the name of two czars of Russia. Nikolai Ghiaourov, born 1929, is a Bulgarin opera singer; given Legion of Honor in Paris in 1991. Nikolai Liliyev, born 1885, was a Bulgarin poet. Nicola Ghiuselev, born 1936, is a Bulgarina opera singer. Nikola Vaptsarov, born 1909, was a Bulgarian author. Naming Day is usually celebrated on Nikulden (St. Nicholas Day), December 6th for St. Nicholas of Myra. 



NINEL. Political enthusiasts have chosen for their children this name which is a reversal of the name Lenin. The Slavic element nin may mean other, stranger.   



NINO. From Slavic name element nin which means other, stranger; or a form of the name NIKOLAS. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: DORON (English), DORRAN (English), DORRANCE, DORRELL, DORREN, DORRIN, NINKA (Slavic), NYNKO (Slavic). Related Bulgarian paternal surnames include Ninov. Naming Day may be celebrated on January 14th for St. Nina of Georgia, Nikulden (St. Nicholas Day), December 6th for St. Nicholas of Myra. 



NOGAY. The Slavic element nog could refer to leg or foot.  Tartar Kahn Nogay had control over the Bulgarian state in 1300 AD. 



NURTYAN.



OBRETEN. The prefix ob- may be from the Slavic meaning surround, embrace or from the Slavic element ob meaning shabby, mangy; or coming out, appearance. The suffix ten may be from the Slavic meaning it, that.     



OGNIAN, OGGIE, OGNJAN, OGNYAN. From the Bulgarian word ogniar meaning stoker; fireman; or meaning of Ognyan. This name would protect his owner from fire throughout his life. Naming Day is usually celebrated on Ignazhden, December 20th, for St. Ignatius Theophorus. 



OKEAN. A geographical name seen in 1895, named for the ocean.



OLCHAI. The Slavic word element cha means foretell, hope. Olchai may have been the name of one of the sons of a famous Turkish Sultan from the Ottoman Empire, possibly Osman (for some time the Turkish country was called the Osman Empire). Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: OLTCHAI.



OLEG. A name borrowed from Russia, not a native Bulgarian name. From the Russian meaning holy. Modern Bulgarian couples sometimes broke with tradition and named their children in accord with their cultural background and philosophy of life. Oleg was for a famous writer. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: OLEZKA (Russian), ZINA, ZININ.



OMURTAG, OMORTAG. Omurtag was kahn from  814-831 AD. He was the son of Kahn Krum. He married a Slav and gave two of his sons Slav names: Enravotha and Zvinitsa.



ORLIN. From the Bulgarian meaning of eagle.  Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include OREL, ORELL.



OSAMA. May be related to the Bulgarian word osa meaing wasp.



PANAJOT, PANAYOT, PANCHO, PANJU. From the Greek meaning holiest of holy. PANAYOT is found mainly in eastern Bulgaria. Related Bulgarian paternal surnames include Panayotov. Pancho Vladigerov, born 1899, was a Bulgarian composer.



PANO. Bulgarian nickname for PANAYOT or PANTELEY. Found mainly in western Bulgaria.  Naming Day may be celebrated on any day associated with any of those names. 



PANTELEJ, PANTALEJ, PANTELEI, PANTELEY. From the Greek meaning all merciful. PANTELEY is found mainly in western Bulgaria. Other forms of the name include PANTELEIKO, PANTELEIMON, PANTELEYMON, PENTELEI, PANTELII, PIANTELEI, PIANTELEI, PIANTELIK, PIATELKA. Related Slavic paternal surnames include: Panteleev, Panteleevich', Panteliev, Pianteleevich'. Naming Day could be celebrated on July 27th for St. Panteleimon.



PARASKEV, PARUSH. From a Greek experssion meaning born on Good Friday, Good Friday, Friday. This is an unusual man’s name. PARUSH is typical of Yambol. Other forms of the name include PARASKEVA, PARASKOVIA. Naming Days could be celebrated on July 26th for St. Paraskeva; October 14th for St. Parasceva the Nun.  



PASKAL. From the French meaning Easter child (French), pass over.  Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include EASTER (Old & Middle English), PASCAL, PASCALE. Blaise Pascal was a notable mathematician and philosopher. 



PAUN, PAUNKO. The Slavic name element paun refers to belonging to Paul; or from the Bulgarian word paoun, meaning peacock.. Naming Days could be celebrated on June 29th for Sts. Peter & Paul. 



PAVEL, PAULIN, PAVELCHO. A common male Bulgarian name. From the Latin word paulus meaning small, humble, little. The name may be related to Basque words pa, opa meaning longing for; ab, aba, abadune meaning opportunity; lo, alo, alokairu meaning salary, earn money; bringing the whole name together to mean I am longing for an opportunity to earn a salary. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: PAAVO, PABLO (Spanish), PAL (Latin), PAOLO Italian), PASHA, PASHCHA, PASHENKA, PASHINEK, PASHKO, PASHNIK, PASKO, PAUCEN, PAUL, PAULIE, PAULUS, PAULY, PAVAL, PAVAO, PAVELCEK, PAVKO, PAVL’, PAVLE, PAVLIETS, PAVLIK, PAVLIUK, PAVLO (Russian), PAVLOK, PAVLOS, PAVLUSHA, PAVLUSHENKA, PAVSHA, PAWEL, POL, POUL, PUSHCHA. Paul was an important leader of the early Christian church mentioned in Acts in the New Testament (originally named Saul). That same man authored most of the epistles in the New Testament. Also the name of six popes. Naming Day could be celebrated on June 29th for Sts. Peter & Paul. Related Slavic masculine surnames include Pavlov, Pavlovich, Pashchinskii, Pashinskoi, Pashkov, Paulossross, Pavlech', Pavloskii, Pavlovich'. 



PAVLIN.  From the Slavic meaning Paul's, belonging to Paul.  Related Slavic masculine surnames include Pavlinov. . Naming Days could be celebrated on June 29th for Sts. Peter & Paul. 



PELO. 



PENCHO, PENKO, PENJU, PENJUO. From the Slavic meaning foam. The Bulgarian word penya means foam. May be related to the name PETER. PENKO is typical of Lopyan, Botevgrad district, PENCHO in found in northeastern Bulgaria. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: PENCHIUK, PENIUGA, PENKA. Related Slavic paternal surnames include Penchiukov, Penkov. Pencho Slaveikov, born 1866, was a Bulgarian writer and son of Petko Slaveikov. Naming Days could be celebrated on June 29th for Sts. Peter & Paul. 



PENYO. Bulgarin nickname for PETUR, PETKO. Mainly in eastern Bulgaria. . Naming Days could be celebrated on June 29th for Sts. Peter & Paul, or October 14th for Petko. 



PESHO. From the Slavic meaning foot. The Bulgarian word pesha means on foot.  

May also be related to the names PETUR or  PETKO. Found mainly in western Bulgaria.Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: CHODKO, KHOD, KHODAK, KNODAN, KHODETS, KHODISHA, KHODIVOI, KHODKO,  KHODYKA, PECH, PECHA, PECHAN, PECHANEC, PECHELO, PECZKO, PEKH, PEKHA, PEKHAN, PEKHANEK, PEKHAR, PEKHLO, PEKHNO, PEKHON, PESCHEL, PESHEK, PESHEL, PESHIK, PESHILKA, PESSEK, PEZCO. Related Bulgarian paternal surnames include Peshev; related Slavic paternal surnames include Pechonkin, Khodovich, Khodkovich, Khodokovich, Khodakovskii, Khod'kov, Khod'kovich'. Naming Days could be celebrated on June 29th for Sts. Peter & Paul, or October 14th for Petko. 



PETAR (PE-tar), PEPI, PETQR, PETRAKI, PETRALIN, PETRUN, PETSO, PETUR, TUSHE. One of the 6 most common Bulgarian male names. From the Greek or Latin meaning stone, rock. One of the ten most common boys names in Sofia in 1979. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: PEADAR, PEARCE, PEDER, PEDRO (Spanish), PEERUS, PER (Scandinavian), PERRY, PETE, PETENKA (Slavic), PETENKY, PETER (American), PETEY, PETI, PETO, PETR (Russian), PETRA (Slavic), PETRETS, PETRIATA, PETRIATS, PETRIK, PETRIL, PETRILO, PETROK, PETRUNKA, PETRUSH, PETRUSHA, PETRUSHKA, PETRUSHKO, PETRUSKO, PETRYK, PETYA, PIERCE, PIERO, PIERRE (French), PETERKE, PETYA (Slavic), PIERS (Middle English), PIETER (Dutch), PIETREK, PIOTR, PJOTR, POTR, PYOTR. Related Bulgarian masculine surnames include Petrov; other related Slavic masculine surnames include Petrovich, Patrushin, Petrilovich, Petroshevich, Petrovich', Petrovik, Petrushin, P'trovits; related feminine Slavic surnames include Petrova . It is a New Testament name. The saint who, tradition has it, guards the gates to Heaven. The biblical apostle Simon was called Peter by Jesus because he was to be the rock upon which the Christian church was to be built. Peter the Great was a czar of Russia. Peter I was the successor of Simeon the Great in Bulgaria. Peter was also the name taken by tsar Todor (1189-1197) of Bulgaria, who was murdered as his brother Assen had before him. Naming Days could be celebrated on June 29th for Sts. Peter & Paul. 



PETKO (PET-ko), PEICHO, PETJO, PETJUO, PETKAN, PETYO. Very common Bulgarian male name. PETYO is the ancient form. From the Greek name PARASKEYE which translates to the Bulgarian word petuk meaning Friday. PEICHO is found in southwestern Bulgaria. Related Bulgarian paternal surnames include Parashkevov; related Slavic paternal surnames include Petkanchin. Petko Slavikov, born 1827, is a Bulgarian writer. Petko Stainov, born 1896, was a Bulgarian composer. Naming Day may be celebrated October 14th. 



PEYO, PEJCHO, PEJO. A common Bulgarian male name. May be related to the Bulgarian word peya meaning sing; or a variety of PETUR or PETKO. Naming Day may be celebrated October 14th for Petko. 



PIRIN. From the name PERUN, meaning jupiter. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: PERFUN, PERIN, PERKUNAS. Perun was the Slav god of thunder, bringer of rain. He was also worshipped by the neighboring Baltic tribes. The name also survives in the name of the mountain range Perin, and in perunika the Bulgarian word for iris, a flower which blooms at a time of the year characterized by thunderstorms. Naming Day for most names having to do with a flower or a tree may be celebrated on Palm Sunday.  



PIZHO. Some scholars have assigned an old Bulgarian, Kuman, or Petcheneg origin to this name. Current folk usage applies a Christian name meaning that of a child not yet baptized and having no personal name. This is a popular name of a comic character, portrayed by cartoonists depicting Sofia peasants. The feminine form of the the name is PIZHA.



PLAMEN. A common Bulgarian male name, also Roma. From the Slavic meaning fire, flaming. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: AODH (Celtic), POZARKO, POZHAR (Slavic). Related Slavic surnames include Pozharovich, Pozharskii, Pozharskoi. Naming Day is usually celebrated on Ignazhden, December 20th, for St. Ignatius Theophorus.



PLATON. Meaning wide. Modern Bulgarian couples sometimes broke with tradition and named their children in accord with their cultural background and philosophy of life. They therefore selected the names of world philosophers such as Platon. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: PLATO.



PRAVDOMIL. May be from the Slavic meaning gracious justice; from the Bulgarian word prav meaning straight, direct; or pravda meaning justice; and mil, a Slavic word meaning gracious, dear, precious, kind, nice, considerate, amiable, likable, sweet, charming, beloved. 



PRESLAVOKI. From the Slavic meaning before glory. Slaw is the Polish form of the Russian element slava meaning fame, glory. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning include PRECZLAUS, PREDISLAV, PREDISLOV, PREDSLAUS, PREDSLAV (Slavic), PREDSLAW, PREDSLAWO, PREDZLAUS, PRESDSLAV, PRESLAV, PRESLAY, PRETIZLAUS, PRETZLAUM, PREZZIZLAUS, PRISLAV, PRZECSLAUS. Related Slavic paternal surnames may include Prezewalski.



PRODAN. From the Slavic meaning sold, vowed to a saint, vowed to a monastery.  The name was given in order to escape the high infant mortality of the past.  Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: PRODANKO.



PROKOPI, PROKOPII. From the Greek meaning success.



PSALTIR. The suffix tir may be from the Slavic meaning strike, hit. 



PURVAN, PQRVAN. From the Bulgarian meaning first, leader in life, uppermost in life. Found mainly in northwestern Bulgaria.



PUSHE. Some scholars have assigned an old Bulgarian, Kuman, or Petcheneg origin to this name. Current folk usage applies a Christian name meaning that of a child not yet baptized and having no personal name.



PUSHKIN. Modern Bulgarian couples sometimes broke with tradition and named their children in accord with their cultural background and philosophy of life. Pushkin was a great Russian poet.



RADI, RACHO, RAD, RADAN, RADE, RADENKO, RADESH, RADI, RADIN, RADKO, RADOI, RADOIL, RADOJ, RADOJKO, RADON, RADOSTIN, RADOSTEN, RADOUL, RADOVAN, RADUSH, RADOTA, RADOY, RADOYCHO, RADOYKO, RADYO, RAICHO, RAIKO, RAINO, RALCHO, RASHKO, RAYAN, RAYO; with nicknames including DOCHO, DOKO, DONCHO, DOYCHE, DOYCHIN, DOYCHO. A common Bulgarian male name. This is a Bulgarina indigenous name which discloses its meaning easily. From the Bulgarian word rada, meaning joy, alive, joyful; or active, busy one. The Bulgarian word radost means joy, gladness; delight. These names may also be nicknames for such names as RADOMIR OR RADOSLAV. Sentimental parents gave their children these names wishing thier children to be full of joy. RAIKO may mean paradise instead. DOCHO is typical of Sevlieve and its district, RACHO of Gabrovo and Dryanovo districts, RAINO of Kotel and Botevgrad, RASHKO of Koprivshtitsa, RADKO of northwestern, and RAD of southeastern Bulgaria. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: EVFROSIN (Slavic), EVFROSENIIA, EVFROSIN’IA, EVROSENIA, EVROSIN, FANE, FAYNE (English), FROSINIIA (Slavic), HARSH (East Indian/Hindu), KHARLAN (Slavic), KHARLANIK, NOAM (Hebrew), POTECHA, POTEKHA (Slavic), RAATKO, RADACEK, RADAH (Slavic), RADAK (Slavic), RADAKH (Slavic), RADAN, RADEG, RADEI, RADEJ, RADEK, RADEKH, RADETS (Slavic), RADEY, RADI, RADIK (Slavic), RADIN, RADIVOI (Slavic), RADIVOJE (Slavic), RADIWOI (Slavic), RADKO (Slavic), RADO (Slavic), RADOE, RADOIE, RADOJE (Slavic), RADOK (Slavic), RADOKH (Slavic), RADOS, RADOST (Slavic), RADOUSEK, RADOVG (Slavic), RADZEI, RADZIN, RADZIWOY (Slavic), RATHEK (Slavic), RATKO (Slavic), UTECH, UTEK, UTEKH (Slavic), UTEH. Related Bulgarian paternal surnames include Radostinov, Radkov, Radev; related Slavic paternal surnames include Radiatinich, Kharlanov, Radoievik, Radinovich. If the family breadwinner stays away for a long time or if the widow becomes the sole support of her children, then these children are referred to by the mother’s name, Radin (of Rada). Naming Day may be Celebrated on Koleda (Christmas). RADOST usually celebrates on February 2 while RADKO usually has Name Day on February 1st (or 14th), Trifonovden or Trifon Zarezan for St. Trifon.  





RADIUM. Modern Bulgarian couples sometimes broke with tradition and named their children in accord with their cultural background and philosophy of life. Some parents obsessed with technology therefore named their children after great inventions.



RADOMIR, RADOMER. This boy's name is used in Czech, Serbian and Croatian. Its source is rad mir, a Slavic phrase meaning Peaceful work. It may be from the Slavic elements rado meaning glad or happy plus mir meaning great or peace, resulting in the meaning great in happiness, joyous peace, or born. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning include RADEK, RADIM, RADIMIR, RATMIR, REDOMER. 



RADOSLAV.  A very early Slavic name which dates from the coming of the Slavs to the Balkan Peninsula at the beginning of the 6th centry AD. From the Slavic elements rado meaning glad plus slav meaning glory, resulting in the meaning joyous glory, one who enjoys glory, love of peace; or from the Slavic phrase rad slav meaning glorious work.  Slaw is the Polish form of the Russian element slava meaning fame, glory. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: MIREK, RADEK, RADISLAUS, RADOSAL, RADOSAV, RADOSLAUS, RADOSLAW (Polish), RADOZLAU, RADOZLAUS, RADOZSSLAUS, RADSLAV, RADYSLAW, RADZMIR, RASLAUS, RATZLAUS, RASLAV, RASLAO, REDOZLAUS, RESCELAUES, RODEZLAUS, SLAWEK. Related Bulgarian paternal surnames include Radoslavov; related Slavic paternal surnames include Rad'slavl'. Naming Day may be Celebrated on Koleda (Christmas). 



RAFAIL. Meaning God has healed. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: RAFAEL, RAVAL (Slavic).



RAJKO, RAJCHO. From the Slavic word raj meaning paradise. 



RANGEL (RAN-gel), RANGLE. Abbreviation of ARCHANGEL. This name is found mainly in southwestern Bulgaria. Naming Day is most likely celebrated on November 8 for Archangel Michael. 



RANKO. From the Slavic meaning early, or related to the name HRANO, or HARALAN, or HARALAMPI. Related Slavic paternal surnames include Rankovik. Naming Day may be celebrated on the Name Day releated to any of those names. 



RASHKA. From the Slavic meaning quick, or related to the name RAHILA. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning include BORSCHO, BORSCHON, BORSKO, BORSSON, BORZDYI, BORZKO, BORZOI, BORZIK, BORZO, BOGATYI,  BORZUN, BYSTROI, RACH, RAKH, RASHA, RASHCHKA, RASHKO, SKORA, SKORAK, SKORDIAT, SKOREK, SKOREN, SKORETS, SKORIAK, SKORIATA, SKORICH, SKOROVOI, SKOROVOG, ZKORAC. Slavic paternal surnames include Skordiatich, Rachskii, Rashkovich.



RASTATE.  Historical Bulgarian name not seen today.



RAYTCHO. 



REPUBLIKAN. The word means republican.



RIMVIDAS. May be related to the Bulgarian words rim meaning Rome and vid meaning appearance, air, aspect, look; description.



ROBERT. From the Teutonic meaning of shining fame, fame bright; or from the Old English meaning bright or shining with fame. Other variations of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning include BOB (English), BOBBIE, BOBBY (English), CLYDAI (Welsh), ROBERTAS (Slavic), ROBI, ROBIN, RUPERT (Old German). The name was brought to England by Prince Rupert of the Rhine, the nephew of Charles I. He was a military commander. 



RODOSLAV. May be from the Slavic meaning glorious patriot; from the Bulgarian word rodoliubec meaning patriot, or rodoliubie meaning patriotism, love of one's country and the suffix -slav meaning glory. 



ROMAN, ROUMEN, RUMAN. From the Latin name ROMANUS meaning Roman, or from Rome, from the Roman family name Romanus. The name derives from the name of Romulus, the legendary founder of Rome. Rumyan is an ancient Thracian name.One of the ten most common boys' names in Sofia in 1979. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: RIMLIANIN, ROMA, ROMAIN, ROMANETS, ROMANISHCHE, ROMANKO, ROMANN, ROMANO, ROMANOS, ROMANUS, ROMASHKA, ROMASHKO, ROMASKO, ROMOCHKA, RUMYAN. Related Slavic paternal surnames include Romanov, Romanovich, Romanovich', Romashkov; related female Slavic surnames include Romanovna, Romanovicha.  Roman (Romanus) was the younger brother of Boris II who had been rendered impotent as a prisoner in Cosntantinople and in 978, though technically still tsar, he voluntarily surrendered the power to his military commander Samuil. Romanus could not ascend to the throne as he had been castrated by the Byzantines and thus, doomed to leave no issue. It is the name of several obscure saints. Naming Day could be celebrated on October 1st for St. Romanos the Melodist. 



ROSEN, ROSSEN, ROZIN. May be related to the Bulgarian word rosa meaning dew. Some Bulgarian-Americans have shortened this name to ROSS.



RUBENS. May be related to the Hebrew name REUBEN, meaning behold a son, renewer, son of vision. In the Old Testament he was the first son of Jacob and Leah. The Slavic suffix -ben means son, from the Hebrew/Semitic word bin.



RUDIN. May be related to the Slavic name element rud meaning red, brown, ruddy. The suffix -in is an Irish diminutive.



RUEN. 



RUMEN. One of the five true masculine Bulgarian folk names, also Roma.  May be related to the Slavic name element rum meaning either red, rosy; or beauty.



RUSHA. Form of the name TRENDAFILA, RUSLAN.



RUSIM. May be related to the Bulgarian word rus meaning blond, fair, fair-haired combined with the element im meaning have, acquire (Slavic); or from rusin meaning Russian. 



RUSKO, RUSIN. From the Slavic meaning either redhead or Russian, or from the Bulgarian meaning blond. The Bulgarian word rusin means Russian. Other forms of the name, nicknmaes, and names with the same meaning may include RUSHKO, RUSIAN, RUSIIAN, RUSINETS, RUSINKO, RUSKOI, RUSSKO. Related Bulgarian paternal surnames include Ruski; related Slavic paternal surnames include Rusianovich,  Rusinov.  



RUSLAN, RISAN, RUSCHO, RUSH, RUSI; nicknames include RUSHA. From the Slavic meaning either redhead, or from the Bulgarian meaning blond. RUSI is found mainly in eastern Bulgaria. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: ROSSO, RUS (Slavic), RUSHA, RUSSO, RUZ, RUZO. Related Slavic paternal surnames include Rushkovich. 



RUZHKO. The Bulgarian word ruzh means rye; or from the Slavic meaning multi-colored, rosy.



RYE. A Roma name meaning gentleman.   



SALLIM. May be a Turkish name. Im may be from the Slavic meaning have, acquire.



SAMUEL. From the Hebrew meaning His name is God, heard of God, asked of God, name of God, to hear, the Lord hears. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: SAM, SAMEI (Slavic), SAMIILO, SAMILKO, SAMKO, SAMOI (Slavic), SAMOILIK, SAMOIL, SAMOILO, SAMUIL, SAMUILA, SAMUILO, SAMYLA, SAMYLO. Related Slavic surnames include Samoilov, Samoilovich, Samylov. Samuel was a judge in the Old Testament. Samuil (Samuel) succeeded Boris II as tsar of Bulgaria. Though not a member of a royal family, Samuil proved born to rule. He came from the free southwestern lands (Macedonia). An efficient leader and a superb commander Samuel struck heavy blows on the Byzantine troops and was successful in freeing in 976 AD the occupied territories. he became tsar of the new Bulgarian empire (978-1014). Samoil was a martyr in the13-14th Centuries. Naming Day could be celebrated on August 20th for Prophet Samuel. 



SAVA, SABAS, SAVACHO, SAVO, SAVVA, SUBO. From the Greek meaning Saturday, born on Saturday, sabbath; from the Slavic meaning old man; or its source may be a Slavic expression whose meaning has been lost. This usually a boy's name, but sometimes given to a girl whose parents wished for a boy. This was the name taken by the founder of the Serbian Orthodox Church, Prince Rastko, after he became a monk. He was later canonized for bringing Christianity to the Serbs. St. Sava is regarded as the protector of education and schools in Serbia. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: SABBAS, SAVATEI, SAVATII, SAVINETS, SAVITSA, SAVULIA, SAVVA, SAVVATII, SUBOT, SUBOTA, SUBOTKA. Related Slavic surnames include Savich, Savin, Savinov, Savinich, Savinich', Savinovich, Savchich, Subotin. Naming Day could be celebrated on Sava, December 5th, for St. Sabbas the Sanctified. Naming Day might also be celebrated on January 12th for St. Sava of Serbia; or April 24th for St. Iorest & Sava, Metropolitans of Transylvania. 



SAZDO. 



SREBRO, ARGIR. SREBRO is from the Bulgarian, translation of the Greek name ARGIR, meaning silver.  ARGIR is found in southeastern Bulgaria.



SEBASTIAN. From the Greek meaning revered, majestic, sacred, magnificent. Other variations of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include SAVASTIAN, SAVASTIIAN, SAVAST’IANIK, SAVOSTIN, SAVOST’IANETS, SEBESTYEN, SEBO, SEVASTIAN. Related Slavic masculine surnames include Sevast'ianov, Savastianov, Savast'ianov, Savost'ianov. Sevastian was a martyr who died in the 1st Century. 



SEDEFCHO. The Bulgarian word sedef means mother-of-pearl.



SEJKO. Appears to be a nickname. May be related to the Slavic prefix se- meaning this.    



SELJU. May be related to the Slavic name element sel meaning field, pasture.  Several Bulgarian words which begin with the prefix sel- refer to villages or peasants.



SEMEN, CENKO, CENO. The Bulgarian word semeen means family, married. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: SEMASHKO, SEMASKO, SEMEIA, SEMEIKA, SEMEIKO, SEMEKA, SEMENETS, SEMENKA, SEMENKO, SEMEON, SEMESHKO, SEMION, SEMIUN, SEMKA, SEMKO, SEMON, SEN, SENKA, SENKO, SENKIA, SENKA, SENKO, SIMKO, SIMUN, SMEN, SMENKO, SMIUN, SM’N, SM’NKO, SMON, SMONE, SMONEN, SYENKO, S’NKO, SYMOEN. Related Slavic paternal surnames include Semenov, Semenovich,  Semaskovich, Semenkov, Semenovits', Semenvich, Semkovic, Semonevitze, Riazan', Senkin, Senkovich, Senovskyi, Smenov, Smonevitz, Symoenevitze.



SEMO. May be from the Slavic meaning seven; or from the Bulgarian word semeen means family, married. 



SERAFIM. From the Hebrew meaning ardent one; from a Hebrew expression meaning burning ones; from the English meaning ardent, fiery, fervent, sincere, one of intensely loyal nature. From the bible, an angel of the high order. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: ADDY (English), ARDEN (Latin), ARDENT (English), ARDIN (English), SERAFIN (Polish, Spanish), SERAFINO (Italian), SERAPHIM (English). In the Jewish scriptures, this is the name of an order of angels that surrounds the throne of God. Naming Days could include January 2nd for the Repose of St. Seraphim of Sarov, January 2; July 19th for the Glorification of St. Seraphim of Sarov. 



SERGEI, SERGEJ, SERGEY, SERGI, SERGUEI, SHTERJUO, SERJUOZHA. From the Latin meaning the attendant, servant, attendant, helper, he who serves. From the Roman family name SERGIUS, an old Roman family.  Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: AVDA (Slavic), AVDON (Slavic), FERAPONT (Slavic), FERAPONTEI, IARYGA, KHLAN (Slavic), LANCE, LANCELOT (French), SEARGEOH, SERESHKA, SEREZHKO, SERGE (French), SERGEIKO, SERGII, SERGIO, SERGUSHA, SERGUSHKA, SERIOZHA,  SERIOZHENKA, SERGIUSZ, SERGUEI, SERIOZHA, SERIOZHENKA, SLUGATA (Slavic), SLUGO, SLUGOTA, SLUHATA, TIUN (Slavic), TIUNETS, TIVON (Slavic), TYWON (Slavic). Related Slavic surnames include Iarygin, Iaryginskoi, Tiuntsov, Khlanovik, Sergeev,  Sergeevich', Sergiev.  Naming Day could be celebrated on June 28th for St. Sergius & Herman of Valaamo; September 25th for the Repose of St. Sergiusw of Radonezh. Naming Day would most likely be celebrated on September 25. 



SEVDGAN.  May be related to the Bulgarian name SEVDELIN.   



SEVDELIN, SEVDA, SEVDALIN, SEVDEN. A Turkish name of Arab origin meaning love; related to the Bulgarian word libe meaning sweetheart. 



SEZIAR, CEZAR. From the Latin meaning long-haired, hairy, hairy child; or emperor, tsar, kaiser, shah. From the Latin name CAESAR. Source of all names meaning Emperor; Tsar, Kaiser, Shah. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning include CAESAR, CEASAR, CESAR, CESARE, KESAR (Slavic).



SHAVARSH. 



SHISHMAN. From the Slavic meaning brigand, rogue. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning include SHESHKO, SHISH, SHISHIKA, SHISHIM, SHYSHKA, SZESZKA, SZISKA. Related Bulgarian paternal surnames may include Shishkov; related Slavic paternal surnames include Shishchich, Shishkin, Shishkov. Shishman was a Bulgarian Tsar in 1371. 



SHOLE. Some scholars have assigned an old Bulgarian, Kuman, or Petcheneg origin to this name. Current folk usage applies a Christian name meaning that of a child not yet baptized and having no personal name. Before World War I peasant women of the Radomir County used the word shule as a term of endearment to small children, especially when offering sweets.



SHULETO. From the Bulgarian meaning little jar. Current folk usage applies a Christian name meaning that of a child not yet baptized and having no personal name. 



SHURENTSE. A dimunitive of the Bulgarian word for brother-in-law. Current folk usage applies a Christian name meaning that of a child not yet baptized and having no personal name. 



EVSTATI, EVSTATII. From the Greek meaning lasting.



SILYAN, SILUAN. From the Bulgarian word sila which means strength, force, power, might. This name suggests strength, both physical and spiritual. The feminine form of the name includes SILYANA. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: CHILA (Slavic), CILA (Slavic), MAHABALA (East Indian/Hindu), MENII (Slavic). 



SIMCHO. May be related to the Hebrew name SIMCHA, meaning joy, happiness.



SIMEON, SYMEON, SIMO. A common Bulgarian male name. The older form of SIMON. From the Hebrew meaning God is heard, listening intently, hearing, one who hears, obedient, hearkening, audience, to listen. A name that became popular during the cultural movement of the 19th century known as the Bulgarian renaissance. New pesonal names were introduced that honored monarchs of the First and Second Bulgarian States. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: SEMJEN (Hungarian), SHIMON, SI, SIMAN, SIMANIK, SIMANKA, SIMANKO, SIMEN, SIMMONDS, SIMMONS, SIMMS, SIMONE, SIMONKA, SIMPSON, SYMEON, SYMON, SYMMS, SZYMON. Related Slavic paternal surnames include Simonov, Simonovich, Simanov, Simanskoi. In the Old Testament he was the second son of Jacob. In the New Testament, Simon was the most important of Jesus' apostles. He was called Peter by Jesus. Tsar Simeon  had just turned 27 when he took the helm in 893. Tsar Simeon, the Great waged war with the Byzantine Empire; assued title of tsar in 925 of the Romans and Bulgars. Naming Day could be celebrated on March 12th for St. Simeon the New Theologian, April 27th for Simeon Kinsman of the Lord, May 10th for Apostle Simon the Zealot, September 1st for St. Simon the Stylite. 



SKOBELEV. The cultural movement of the 19th century, known as the Bulgarian renaissance, introduced new personal names honoring historical figures. Skobelev was an outstanding Russian general. The middle element may be from the Slavic bel meaning white; or the element lev may mean lion or left.   



SLAVCHO, SLAVEN, SLAVKO, SLAVTSCHO. From the Slavic meaning glory, glory of Slavs. Slaw is the Polish form of the Russian element slava meaning fame, glory. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: LEO, SEDLATA, SEDLIATA, SLAV, SLAVA, SLAVATA, SLAVATH, SLAVECZ, SLAVEK, SLAVENTA, SLAVETA, SLAVIATA, SLAVIK, SLAVO, SLAW, STANLEY, SZEDLEAV, ZEDLANTA, ZLAVA, ZLAVECH, ZLAVICH, ZLAVIC, ZLAVICH, ZLAVIK, ZLAVKO, ZLAWEC, ZLAWEK, ZLAWK, ZLAWKO. Related Bulgarian paternal surnames include Slaveykov, Slavtchev; other related Salvic paternal surnames include Slavich. 



SLAVE, SLAV. These names may have originated from the Slavic word meaning Slav; or from the element slav meaning fame, glory from Russian slava. They are nicknames for such names as RADOSLAV, VLADISLAV, etc. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning include SLAVA, ZLAVE (Slavic). Related Bulgarian paternal surnames include Slavov. Naming Day may be Celebrated on Koleda (Christmas).



SLAVI, SLAVEJCHO, SLAVEJKO, SLAVJAN, SLAVEIKO. This is a Bulgarian indigenous name which discloses its meaning easily, from the Bulgarian word slavei means nightingale. Another possibility is that some of these names may have originated from the Slavic word meaning Slav or with the element slav meaning fame, glory from Russian slava. Forms of the name may be nicknames for such names as RADOSLAV, VLADISLAV, etc. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning include SLAVIC, SLAVIK, SOLOVEI (Slavic), SOLOVETS, SOLOVOI. Related Slavic paternal surnames include Solovtsov. Naming Day may be Celebrated on Koleda (Christmas).



SOCHO, COCHO. The Bulgarian word socha means point, show, indicate; the word sochen means juicy, succulent, rich.



SOFRONI, FRONI, FRONY, SOFRONII. From the Greek meaning reasonable, sensible; may be related to the  name  meaning self-controlled. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: SOFRON (Slavic), SOFRONIO (Italian), SOFRONKO, SOPHRONIO (Greek), SOPRON, SOPRUDEIKO. Related Slavic paternals surnames include Sofronov, Sopronovich.  



SOKOL. From the Slavic meaning falcon.  Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: BOLOBAN, CHEGLOK, FALCON (English), KARSA (Turkish, Hungarian), KERECSEN (Hungarian), SOLYOM (Hungarian). Related Slavic paternal surnames include Bolobanov, Sokolov, Sokolovskii, Sokolovskoi, Cheglokov. 



SOKRAT. From the Slavic meaning preserving power. Modern Bulgarian couples sometimes broke with tradition and named their children in accord with their cultural background and philosophy of life. They therefore selected the names of world philosophers such as Sokrat (Socrates). 



SPARTAK.   Possibly related to the Slavic prefix S- meaning together, with; or away, off;  combined with par meaning pair.      



SPAS, SOTIR. From the Slavic meaning saved, SPAS is the Bulgarian version of the Greek name SOTIR meaning savior, the savior. The Bulgarian prefix spas- meaning save, rescue. SOTIR is typical of Samokov and Pirin Mountain localities. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: SALVADOR, SPASENII, SPASITEL, SPASKO, SPTIRIK. Sotirik was a Christian martyr in 1356, and Naming Day could be celebrated May 24th. 



SPIRIDON, SPIRO. From the Greek meaning bread basket, or from the Latin word spiritus meaning spirit. The name is mainly in Sevlievo and Macedonia. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with one or more of the same meaninings include  ESPIRIDION (Spanish), SPIRIDION.  Related paternal Salvic surnames include Spiridonov. Naming Day is probably celebrated on St. Spiridon’s festival, December 12th. 



SQBI, SQBIN. The Bulgarian word subiram means gather together, collect, bring together, pick, pick up, sweep up, gather in, amass, accumulate, call together, convoke, convene, muster.



SRETEN. The Bulgarian word Sretenie gospodne means Candlemas. The suffix ten may be from the Slavic meaning it, that.     



STAJKO. The Bulgarian word strazh means guard, sentinel, sentry, guardian.



STALIN. May be derived from the Basque words astapotro meaning brutish, in a brutish way; alienatu meaning to kill a person; and inola meaning in any way possible; resulting in the name meaning in a brutish way he kills people any way possible. A political name.



STAMEN. Related Bulgarian paternal surnames include Hadjistamov.



STANACHKO. May be from the Bulgarian word stan meaning loom, stature, figure, or stanovishte meaning attitude, stand-point, point of view, view-point; stand, position.



STANAKI. May be from the Bulgarian word stan meaning loom, stature, figure, or stanovishte meaning attitude, stand-point, point of view, view-point; stand, position. The Slavic name element ki means stick.



STANIMIR. From the Slavic meaning stand on the earth, or from the Bulgarian meaning let it be peace. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: STANOMIR. Related Slavic paternal surnames include Stanimirovich.



STANISH. May be from the Bulgarian word stan meaning loom, stature, figure, or stanovishte meaning attitude, stand-point, point of view, view-point; stand, position.



STANISLAV. From the Old Slavic word stan meaning government plus slav meaning glory; meaning stand of glory, glorius camp, glorious stand, camp glory, pride of the camp, stand, glory, establish glory, glory of the camp, glorious; or from the Russian meaning glory of the group. Slaw is the Polish form of the Russian element slava meaning fame, glory. Other variations of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning include AINEISLIS, STANA, STANDA, STANEK, STANICEK, STANIK, STANISLAS, STANISLAUS, STANISLAW (Polish), STANIZLAO, STANIZLAUS, STANKO, STANLEY, STANOUS, STANOUSEK, STAS, STASIO, SZTANISZLAV. Related Slavic paternal surnames include Stanislavov. The patron saint of Poland, Saint Stanislaus, was an 11th century bishop and martyr.  



STANOJ. May be from the Bulgarian word stan meaning loom, stature, figure; stanovishte meaning attitude, stand-point, point of view, view-point, stand, position; from the Slavic word stan meaning government; or a nickname for any of the Slavic names beginning with Stan-. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: STAN, STANA, STANDA, STANEK, STANICEK, STANIK, STANKO, STANNES. Related Bulgarian paternal surnames include Stanchev.



STEFAN (also Roma), ETIEN, STEFCHO, STEFKO, STEPHCHO, STEPHEN. A common Bulgarian male name. From the Latin/Greek meaning crown, the crowned one, crowned with laurels, king, wreath of flowers. laurel crowned one; a man who wears the victor's laurel wreath. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: BRENCIS, CSEPAN (Latin, Greek, Slavic, German, Hun), CZEPAN (Old German), ESTÉBAN (Spanish), ETIENNE (French), ISTVAN (Greek, Latin, Slavic, German, Hungarian), PISTA, PISTI, SEFAN, STAFEIKO, STAFII, STAFIIKA, STEFANKA, STEFKO, STEPAN (Russian), STEPANETS, STEPANKA, STEPANKO, STEPANO, STEPASHKA, STEPASHKO, STEPHAN, STEPKA, STEPKO, STEP‘N, STEVE (American), STEVEN (English), STEVIE (American), STOEPEN, STOPAN, STOPEN, ST’PAN, ST’PAN’TS, SZCZEPAN (Slavic). Related Bulgarian paternal surnames include Stefanov; related Slavic masculine surnames include Stepanov, Stepanovich, Stafiev, Stefanovich, Stefkovich, Stepankov, Stepankovich', Stepanovich', Stopenenson. Naming Day could be celebrated on December 27th for Protomartyr Stephen. Saint Stephen was an early Christian martyr, Christianity's first martyr, mentioned in Acts in the New Testament. Stefan Botev was a Bulgarian sportsman; world heavyweight vice-champion in 1987 and world weight lifting cup winner in 1988. Tsar Stefan Stambolov, born 1854, participated in all stages of the national liberation movement. 



STILIYAN, STELIJAN, SHTILYAN, STILIAN, STILIJAN. From the Greek meaning column. Naming Day may be celebrated on the day of St. Innocent of Irkutsk, November 26. 



STOJNE, STOJNO. The Bulgarian word stoynost means value, worth, cost.



STOYAN, CHONO, SHONYO, STANCHO, STANKO, STANYO, STOICHKO, STOICHO, STOIL, STOIMEN, STOJAN, STOJANCHO, STOJADIN, STOJCHO, STOJKO, STOJO, STOJU, STOYCHA, STOYKO, STOYMEN, STOYO, TSOLO, TSONYO. An Indigenous Bulgarian name, STOYAN is one of the five true masculine Bulgarian folk names, and one of the 6 most common male Bulgarian names. From the Bulgarian meaning to stay alive. It has its base in the Bulgarian verb stoya meaning stay, remain, stand, be plus the Bulgarian word stan meaning loom, stature, figure, from the Slavic meaning stand. Unfortunate parents, who had lost a number of children, wished their new baby to live and gave one of these names. It is one of the most popular Bulgarian protective names. CHONO is typical of Sopot, TSOLO in Lukovit, STOIL in Ruse and southwestern Bulgaria, STOYO in eastern, STANOI & STOIMEN in southwestern, TSONYO, STANYO & STANCHO mainly in northeastern Bulgaria. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: OSTAY, OSTOG, OSTOI (Slavic), OSTOIA, OSTOIKA, OSTOIKO, OSTOJ, OSTOJA, OSTOYKA, OZTOY, POSTANKA, POSTOI, STAN, STANCO, STANGO, STANIATA, STAVKO, STENKA, STENKO, STOI, STOIAN (Serbian), STOIEN, STOIK, STOIKAN, STOIKO, STOGEN, STOJ, STOJEN, STOSSONE, STOY, STOZONE, ZTANGO. Related Bulgarian paternal surnames include Stoianov, Stoyanov, Stoilov; other related Slavic paternal surnames include Stankovich, Ostoich. 



STRAHIL. May be related to the Bulgarian word strah meaning fear, dread, fright, apprehension. 



STRASHIMIR. From the Slavic meaning fear of earth/peace. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning include STRASCHIMIR, STRASIMIR. 



STRATI. From the Slavic meaning layer, strata.



SURAI. May be related to the Slavic element sur meaning hero.   



SVETLO. From the Bulgarian word svet meaning holy, saint, sacred, saintly. 



SVETLOMIR, SVETOMIR, CVETOMIR, TSVETOMIR. May be from the Slavic meaning great or holy peace, from the Bulgarian word svet meaning holy, saint, sacred, saintly; and the Slavic mir meaning peace or great.  



SVETLOZAR, SVETOZAR. From the Slavic word svet meaning worldly. 



SVETLYO, SVETLIN, SVETLAN. From the Slavic translation of the Greek name FOTIOS, from the word fotos meaning light. Svetlina means light in Bulgarian. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: IAROVOI (Slavic), PRADEEP (East Indian/Hindu), SVETEK, SVETIK, SVETLOI, SVIETEK, URI (Hebrew), ZVETIK. Related Bulgarian paternal surnames include Fotev, Svetlinov. Naming Day may be celebrated on February 6.



SVETOSLAV, SVETLOSLAV, SVETOLAV. From the Slavic meaning holy, glory, bright, light.  From the Slavic phrase svet slav meaning one who celebrates holiness, holy glory from svyanto meaning bright’, holy; or from the Slavic word elements meaning glorious light. Slaw is the Polish form of the Russian element slava meaning fame, glory. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: SVANTHOSLAUS, SVANTOSLAUS, SVANTOSLAV, SVATOSLAV (Croatian), SVATOZLAU, SVATLZLAV, SVENTISLAV, SVETISLA (Slavic), SVETISLAV (Serbian), SVETIZLAUS, SVIATISLAV, SVIATOSLAV, SVIATOSLAVETS, SVIATSLAV, SVYATOSLAV, SWATOSLAV, SWENTOSLAO, SWETISLAW, SWIATOSLAW, SWIETOSLAW, SWTOSLAV, SZVATOZLAUS, ZSVATOZLAUS, ZVATOZLAU, ZVENTOZLAUS, SWATOZLAW. Related Slavic paternal surnames include SviatoSlavich, SviastoSlavich, Sviatoslavovich, Sviatoslavl', Sviatoslavts. The name YAROSLAV is related but refers more to Spring light. Todor Svetoslav was son of tsar Georgi Terter and held hostage in the Tartar camp during his father’s rule. In the year 1300 Svetoslav Terter (1300-1322), the son of tsar George Terter, saw his chance in the rampant internecine conflict in the khanate of the Tatars, deposed the Tatar from the Bulgarian throne and proclaimed himself as a Bulgarian tsar.  In 968 AD Svyatoslav, the prince of Kiev, was hired for enormous sums of money to raid the northeastern Bulgarian lands with an army 60,000-strong. 



SVILEN. This is a Bulgarian indigenous name which discloses its meaning easily, from the Bulgarian word svilen meaning silken. Svilengrad is a town in Bulgaria. The feminine form of the name is SVILENA.



SVOBODAN. This is a Bulgarian indigenous name which discloses its meaning easily, from the Bulgarian word svoboda means freedom, liberty. The feminine form of the name includes SVOBODA. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: SLOBODA (Slavic), SLOBODAN (Serbian, Croatian).    



SYARO. A Bulgarian protective name meaning grey, least conspicuous. Other forms of the name and names with the same meaning include SER, ZERH. 



SYLVESTER, SILVESTER, SILVI, SILVION, SYLVIO. From the Latin word silva meaning wood, sylvan.  The name means from the forest, woodman, wood, belonging to the forest, protector of the forest, keeper of the forest, keeps the forest; from the Latin word silva meaning wood; from the Latin feminine name SILVIA. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: ATTEWODE, ATWOOD (Anglo-Saxon), ATWOODE, DORCAS (Hebrew), FOREST, FORESTER, FORREST (French), FORRESTC, forester, FORRIE, FORSTER, FOSS, FOSTER, HEARST, HOLT (Anglo-Saxon), HURST (Anglo-Saxon), HURSTE, SELIUSHA, SELIVAN, SELIVANKO, SELIVERST, SELIVESTR, SELIVON, SELIV’STR, SELVANKA, SILIVESTR, SILVAN, SILVANO, SILVESTR, SILVIO, SLY, SYLVAN, SZILVESZTER. Related Slavic paternal surnames include Selivestrov, Selivanov, Seliushin, Selivanovich'. Related Slavic feminine surnames include Selivankov. This is the name of several of the legendary kings of Alba Longa. Naming Day could be celebrated on January 2nd (or 6th).  



TAKO. The suffix -ako may be related to the Basque, meaning agreement, contract, tradition, memory. 



TANYO, TACHO, TANCHO, TANO, TANJU, TANJUO.  Bulgarian nicknames for ATANAS or STANYO. Related Bulgarian paternal surnames include Tanev. TANYO is found mainly in southeastern Bulgaria. Name Day would probably be celebrated on January 18th, Atanasovden, for St. Athanasius.



TAS. Roma name meaning bird’s nest.



TASHO, TASHKO, TASKO, TASO. Bulgarian nickname for the name ATANAS or ANASTAS. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: TASSON, TAZ, TAZZO, TAZZON, THASSON, THASZO. Name Day would probably be celebrated on January 18th, Atanasovden, for St. Athanasius. 



TEDI. May be a nickname for THEODORE.



TELEFON, TELEFONCHO. Modern Bulgarian couples sometimes broke with tradition and named their children in accord with their cultural background and philosophy of life. Some parents obsessed with technology therefore named their children after the telephone. Related Bulgarian paternal surnames include Telefonchev.



TEMELAKI. Teme is the Bulgarian word for crown, pate; and lak for polish; or from the Slavic for hunger, thirst. The Slavic name element ki means stick.



TENYO, TENJU, TENJUO. Bulgarian nickname for the name STOYAN, or STEFAN. Naming Day could be a Day celebrated for any of those names.



TEOFIL. From the Greek name THEOPHILOS meaning loved by God, one who loves God, God-loving, happy. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: FEFIL (Slavic), FEFILKO (Slavic), FEOFIL (Slavic), FEOFL (Slavic), PHIL, TED, TEOPHALUS, THEOPHILUS (English). 



TERAPONT, TERYO. TERYO may be identified with the Thracian name TERES, but it is actually of more recent origin. Terapont was a Christian saint. The Slavic word element ter means rub, grate.   



TERVEL. It is possible that the name may be a combination of the Slavic name elements ter, meaning rub, grate; combined with vel, referring to either the Slavic for great, bold, big; or refer to illness, pain.   Tervel was a talented commander and a deft diplomat, a son of Asparukh and second Bulgarian ruler, ascended the throne in 700 or 701 after Asparukh was presumably killed in a battle with the Khazars.



TIHOL. From the Slavic meaning quiet. Tih is a Bulgarian word meaning quiet, still, calm. Other forms of the name and names with the same meaning of quiet include GODFREY (Teutonic), SMIRKA, SMIRKO, SMIRNOI (Slavic), SMIRNUKHA, SMIRNUSHKA, TECHEK, TIKHOI, TISHA. Related Slavic parternal surnames include Smirnov, Smirnovo. 



TIHOMIR, TICHONIMR. From the Slavic phrase tihi mir meaning quiet peace, peaceful person, quiet earth; or from the Slavic elements tech meaning consolation plus mir meaning great. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: TECHOMIR (Czech), TICHOMIR, TIKHOMIR. 



TILCHO. Til is a Bulgarian word meaning back of the neck, nape.



TINKO. May be a Bulgarian nickname for such names as KRISTIAN, ANTINKO, MARTINKO; or a form of the feminine names KATERINKA, LATINKA, RADOSTINKA, CVETINKA, AVGUSTA, CHRISTINA, KATERINA, KLEMENTINA, VALENTINA, BENADICTA, CELSETINA, EGLANTINE, TOLINKA, or ERNESTINE. Naming Day could be celebrated on any of the days associated with any of those names.  



TITJU. May be related to the name TATIUS, the name of a Sabine king TITUS, from the Greek meaning to honor, honored; dove; or safe. It may be a variant of an ancient Italian name. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: TITO (Italian - which may also mean of the giants), TITUSZ.  



TOBAR. Roma name meaning road.



TODOR (TO-dor), BOGDAN, BOZHIL, BOZHIN, DOCHKO, DOJCHO, FEDJA, TEODOR, TEODOSI, TEODOSIL, THEODOR, TOSHKO, TOSHO, TOTYO; with nicknames including DOSUO. TODOR is a very common male Bulgarian name. It is from the Greek meaning gift of God, God’s gift; or from the Spanish meaning divine gift; of from the Slavic, Russian meaning divine gift, present of God. BOGDAN, the Bulgarian name with the same meaning, is also common. It is from the Slavic bog dan meaning gift from God, God’s gift, God-given; or from the Ukrainian meaning given by God. BOZHIL is found mainly in Kotel and southwestern Bulgaria, TOTYO mainly in eastern Bulgaria. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: ALFOROMII (Slavic), ANFROME, BAGDAN (Russian), BAGDASHKA (Slavic), BOBAN, BOGDAL (Slavic), BOGDASHKA, BOGDANCHE (Slavic), BOGDANEK (Slavic), BOGDANETS (Slavic), BOG’DANIK (Old Slavic), BOGDANKO (Slavic), BOGDAS (Slavic), BOGDASHKO (Slavic), BOGODAN (Slavic), BOHDALCIUS (Slavic), BOHDALECZ (Slavic), BOHDAN (Czech), BOHDANEZ (Slavic), BOZSIDAN (Hungarian), DANYA, DEODATUS (Latin), FDOT (Slavic), FEDAR, FEDECHKO, FEDERETS, FEDERIK, FEDETS, FEDIUK, FEDKA, FEDKO, FEDOR (Russian), FEDORETS, FEDORIT, FEDORITISHCHE, FEDORKA, FEDORKO, FEDOS, FEDOSEI (Slavic), FEDOS’I, FEDOSII, FEDOSKA, FEDOSKO, FEDOT, FEDOTIIAN, FEDOTKA, FEDOTKO, FEDRIK, FEDUTA, FEDYA, FEDYENKA, FEODER, FEODOR (Slavic), FEODORIT, FEODOSII, FEODOT, FEODOTII, FEODR, FEODSEI, FETKA, FET’KO, FODDER, FODER, FODERE, FODOR, FODORKA, FOEDER, FREDER, FYODOR, (Russian), OLFERMEG (Slavic), OLFOROMEI, OLFROMEI, OLPHROMOY, ORFOLOMEI, TED, TEODORO, TEODR (Slavic), TERRY (French), THEO, THEODORE, THEODOSIUS, TIVADAR, TODORKO, TOSHKA (Slavic), VAFROMEI, VAKHRAMEI, VAKHROMEI, VAKHROMII, VARFOLOMEI (Slavic), VARFORMII, VARFOLOMEIKO, VAFROMEIKO, VOLFROMEI. Related Bulgarian masculine surnames include Todorov, Bogdanov, Bogdanoff; related Slavic masculine surnames include Fedoseev, Fedoseiav, Fedosov, Fedos'ev, Feodosiev, Feodorov, Fedkov, Fedodovich', Fedorov, Fedorovich, Fedorovich', Fedorovits, Fedorov', Fedotiev, Fedotov, Fedot'ev, Fedot'evich, Feodorovich', Feodot'ev, Bogdanovich, Bogdanchich, Bogdashkov, Varfolomeevich, Olforomeev, Olfromeev, Olfromeevich', Varfolomiev, Vakhrameev, Vakhromeev, Vakhromeevich', Vakhromiev, Volfromeevich'. Todor Trayanov, born 1882, was a Bulgarian poet. Todor Zhivkov, born 1911, was Bulgaria's top communist leader, Bulgaria’s first head of state in 1954, and head of state during the 1980's. Todor was a noble, older brother of Tsar Assen of Bulgaria. He was crowned tsar in 1185 and took the name of Peter. Todor Svetoslav was son of tsar Georgi Terter and held hostage in the Tartar camp during his father’s rule. In the year 1300 Svetoslav Terter (1300-1322), the son of tsar George Terter, saw his chance in the rampant internecine conflict in the khanate of the Tatars, deposed the Tatar from the Bulgarian throne and proclaimed himself as a Bulgarian tsar. Naming Day could be celbrated on January 11, March 2nd for St. Theodore the Soldier; September 19th for St. Theodore of Tarsus; November 11th for St. Theodore of the Studion; February 5th for the Respose of St. Theodosius of Chemigov, Koleduvane on Christmas eve Decemeber 24th for Bozhin, or at the start of Lent, Saturday 6 weeks before the Easter. 



TOMA. This is a common male Bulgarian name. This boy's name is also used in Serbian, Croatian and Rumanian. Its source is a Slavic expression whose meaning may  have been lost. It may be from the Slavic meaning silent. It may be from the name TOMAS meaning victor, conqueror. Or it may be from the name THOMAS, from the Greek meaning a twin.  Naming Day might be celebrated on October 6th for Apostle Thomas. Related Slavic surnames include Fomin, Fomich, Fom'kin.



TOMISLAV. This name is also used in Serbian, & Croatian. Its source is a Slavic expression whose meaning may have been lost. It may be a form of the Slavic name TOMESLAV, meaning silent glory; or a form of the Slavic name POLISLAV, meaning half glory; or from the Croatian meaning Thomas the Slav. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: TOMESLAUS, TOMISLAUS, TOMISLAV, THOMISLAUS, THOMZLAUS. The founding king of Croatia was Tomislav I.  



TRAICHO, TRAIAN, TRAJCHO, TRAJKO, TRAJAN, TRAIKO, TRAYAN, TRAYO. A Bulgarian protective name, from the Bulgarian verb traya which means last, wear well, endure, to survive. Unfortunate parents, who had lost a number of children, wished their new baby to last and survive in life, to last in life, so they gave one of these names. TRAIKO is found mainly in southwestern Bulgaria and Macedonia. Traicho Kostov, born 1897, was an early revolutionary leader; he worked for Bulgaria's postwar economic expansion. The feminine form of this name includes TRAIKA.  Name Day would probably be celebrated on January 18th, Atanasovden, for St. Athanasius.



TRANDAFIL, TRENDAFIL. This is a Bulgarian indigenous name which discloses its meaning easily, from the Bulgarian word trendafil which is a folk name for a rose. The feminine form of the name is TRENDAFILKA.



TRIFON.  From the Slavic meaning well-off, or from the Greek meaning enjoying merrymaking. The name is typical of wine-producing districts.Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: TRIFAN, TRIFONKA. Related Bulgarian paternal surnames include Trifonov. Name day is usually celebrated on February 1st or 14th, Trifonovden or Trifon Zarezan for St. Trifon. It may also be celebrated on January 20th.



TSANKO, TZANKO, CANKO. May be from the Slavic name element tsan meaning award. Related Bulgarian paternal surnames include Tsankov, Tzankovski. Tsanko Lavrenov, born 1896, was a Bulgarin artist and art critic.



TSENKO, TSENO. Bulgarian nicknames for TSVETKO, STEFAN, etc. The names are found mainly in northwestern Bulgaria. Naming Day could be a day celebrated for any of those days. 



TSVETAN, CVETAN, CVETKO, SVETKO, TSEKO, TZVETAN, TZVETKO. This is a Bulgarina indigenous name which discloses its meaning easily AND This boy's name is used in Serbian. From the slavic word cvet or tsvete flower. TSVETKO & TSVETAN are found mainly in western Bulgaria, TSEKO in northwestern Bulgaria. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: CZWETISZA, TSVETITSA. Related Bulgarian paternal surnames include Tsvekov, Tzvetkov. Naming Day for most names having to do with a flower or a tree may be celebrated on Palm Sunday.  



VAIDAN.      



VAKLIN. Masculine form of the feminine name VAKLA, from the Bulgarian meaning a beauty with black eyes.



VALENTIN, VAL, VALERI, VALERIJ, VALERY, VALQNTIN. This is a common male Bulgarian name. From the Latin word valentia meaning strong, brave, or valens meaning strong, vigourous, healthy; or from the name VALERIAN meaning strong, healthy; or from the Old French name VALERIE meaning strong. From a Roman family name Valentinus. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: BALINT (Latin), UALENT, UALENTIN, UALERIAN, UALERII, VALENT, VALENTINE, VALENTIJN, VALENTINO, VALENTYI, VALENTYN, VALERA (Russian), VALERIEN, VALERII, VALERIK (Russian), VALERIO, VALERIY (Russian), VALERYAN, WALENTY. Saint Valentine was a 3rd-century martyr. His feast day was the same as the Roman fertility festival of Lupercalia, which resulted in the association between Valentine's day and love. Naming Day is celebrated on February 14.



VALTER. From the Teutonic meaning rule people, or rule army, composed of the elements wald meaning rule combined with either heri meaning army or harja meaning people; or Old German meaning powerful warrior. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: WALDYSLAW (Slavic), WALLY, WALTER. Related Bulgarian paternal surnames include Valtchev.



VARA. May be a form of the name VARADIN.



VARADIN. May be from the Slavic name element var meaning boil, cook, heat; plus din meaning breath. 



VARLAM. From the Hebrew meaning son of the people. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: VARLAAM, VARLAMII.  Related Slavic paternal surnames include Varlam'ev. 



VASIL (va-SIL), VASILY (va-SI-li), VASSIL, VASILIJ, VASKO. Very common male Bulgarian name. From the Greek/Russian meaning royal, kingly, magnificent; from the Slavic meaning unwavering protector. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: BALAZS (Latin, Hungarian), BASIL, BASILE, BASILO, BASILIUS, BAZYLI (Polish), CYNING (English), REX (Latin), KOROL’, KOROL’KO, ROYAL (English), ROYALE, VASEL’, VASELEIKO, VASHIL’, VASILID (Slavic), VASIL’, VASILA, VASILEI, VASILEIOS, VASILI, VASILII, VASILIJE, VASILIK, VASILKA, VASILKO, VASIUK, VASSILIJ, VASILIS, VASK, VASKA, VASKO, VASLKO, VASO, VASOS, VASSILY (Russian), VASYA, VASYENKA, WASILEI, WASSILE, WASSILEY, WASSILI, WASSILIE, WASSILY, WASYL. Related Bulgarian paternal surnames include Vassilev, Vasilev; related Slavic paternal surnames include Vasil'ev, Vasil'evich, Vasileev, Vasilevich, Vasilievich, Vasil'evich', Vasil'evits, Vasil'evits', Vasil'kovich, Vasilistov, Vasiukov, Vasiukovich, Vaskov, Vaskovich', Vas'kovich, Wasiliewitz, Wassilievitze, Wassylensone, Wassylewytze, Korolev, Korol'chuk. One of the fathers of the Eastern Christian church. In 986 AD the Byzantine emperor Basil II undertook a build-up campaign against Sredets with all Byzantine armies converging on it.Vasil Levski, born 1837, was a Bulgarian patrito who planned an armed sturggle against the Turks. Naming Day could be celebrated on January 1st for St. Basil the Great. St. Basil was the founder of the Greek Orthodox Church. 



VAZO. Modern Bulgarian couples sometimes broke with tradition and named their children in accord with their cultural background and philosophy of life. Vazo was an abbreviated form of Vazov, Bulgaria’s poet laureate.



VEKOSLAV. The Bulgarian word vekoven means age-old, centuries-old. The suffix -slav means glory. 



VELIMIR, VELEMIR. From a Slavic expression meaning great peace, bold peace. Naming Day would probably be on Easter.  



VELISLAV. From the Slavic name elements vele meaning great plus slav meaning glory, resulting in the meaning great glory, bold glory. Slaw is the Polish form of the Russian element slava meaning fame, glory. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: EVDOKSII (Slavic), NADSLAV (Slavic), NASLAUS, NASLAV, NASLAVO, NASLAW, NASSLAUS, NAZLAO, NAZLAUS, VELA, VELEK, VELESLAV (Salvic), VELEZLAUS (Slavic), VELIZLAUS (Slavic), VELLISLAUS (Salvic), VELOUSEK, VELUSLAS (Slavic), VL’KOSLAV, WELISLAO (Slavic), WELIZLAUS (Slavic), WELYSLAUS (Slavic), WIELISLAW (Slavic).   Naming Day would probably be on Easter.  



VELIZAR. Velizar is not common name, but it is seen in Bulgaria, Macedonia and South-Eastern Siberbia. It is a more traditional name, that would be given in rural areas, usually following Slavic tradition of naming sons with their grandfathers names. The name has a very old origin and  probably goes back more than ten centuries ago. There are several possibilities of the meaning of the name. If Byzantine, it could be a Slavic short form of some Greek or Roman name, for example VELIZARIUS (BELASARIUS), the name of the Emperor of Vizantium (Byzantium, the East Roman Empire) who ruled in 680 AD. The prefix of this name may be from the Slavic bel meaning white; or the name may be a form of the name BALTHASAR, from the Greek meaning may the lord protect the king, God save the king. This was the time when the Bulgarian tribes fought their way in the Balkans and settled in their present day lands. Velizarius failed in his attempt to push them back and in 681 the first Bulgarian Kingdom was founded. Or the name may be composed of two Slavic words. In the Slavic there are some other similar Slavic names (VELIBOR, VELIMIR) which are compounds of two or more words. The word veli is the root of the Slavic adjective velik (pronounced [vehlik] ), which means great. Zar is an archaic form for the words shining, beam, or rays, coming from religions connotations. Today the only derrivative of this word in contemporary Bulgairan is zarya which means fireworks.  So, the name VELIZAR may mean great shining, or great light. Or the second syllable of the name may be related to the word car meaning tzar, and so VELIZAR could be veliki car, or great tzar. Velizar in modern Bulgarian means I’m telling you (veli) and again (zar); or I'm telling you again. The name has also been said to be an Orthodox name of Greek origin meaning crown of glory. Because of its similarity to the Bulgarian word for Easter (Velkiden) it has also been suggested that the name Velizar is related to Easter. Other Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: BALDASSARE, BALTASAR, BALTAZAR, BALTHASAAR, BALTHASAR, BALTHAZAR, BALTSAROS, BARTHASAR, BELSHAZZAR, BOLDIZAR, VEL, VELI, VELISAR, VELISARIOS, ZARI, ZARRI, ZARRIE, ZARRIO, ZARRY, ZAYKA, ZAYCHE. Related Bulgarian surnames include Velizarov. Balthasar was one of the three kings (with Casper and Melchior) who brought gifts to baby Jesus, although not named as such in the bible. Naming Day would probably be on Easter.  



VELIKO, GOLEMIN, VELCHO, VELICHKO, VELIK, VELIKO, VELIN, VELJUO, VELKO, VELYO, VICHO, VRLICHKO. VELIKO is one of the five true masculine Bulgarian folk names. This is a common male Bulgarian name. From the Bulgarian word velik meaning great, great one, grand, splendid. Veli is the root of the Slavic adjective velik meaning great. VELIN is typical of Sofia district and southwestern Bulgaria, VICHO of Shumen. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: GOLYAM, VELA, VELEK, VELETS, VELIKA, VELIKAN, VELIKII, VELIKO, VELIKOI, WELIKA. Related Bulgarian paternal surnames include Velkov, velikov; other related Slavic paternal surnames include Velin, Veletskyi. Naming Day would probably be on Easter.  



VENELIN, VENI, VENE. May be related to the Bulgarian word venec meaning wreath, garland, chaplet, a crown of laurels, wreath of laurels; or half, nimbus, aureole. A name that became popular during the cultural movement of the 19th century known as the Bulgarian renaissance. It honored a foreigner sympathetic to the Bulgarian cause who appeared toward the end of the Turkish rule. Related Bulgarian paternal surnames include Venelinov. Venelin was a Russian historian who encouraged Bulgarian renaissance of the 19th century.



VENIAMIN. A form of the Hebrew name BENJAMIN, meaning  son of the south, son of the right hand, the beloved youngest son, beloved son.  Other Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: BEATHAN, BEN, BENIAMIN (Slavic), BENJI, BENJY, BENN, BENNIE, BENNY.   Related Slavic surnames include Ven'iaminov.  The biblical Benjamin, twelfth son of Jacob, founded one of the southern tribes of the Jews. 



VENKO, VENCHO. Bulgarian nickname for VENELIN, NEVEN, etc. Typical of the Sofia district.  Naming Day may be celebrated on any day associated with any of those names.   



VENTSLAV, VENCI, VENCISLAV, VENCESLAV, VENZISLAV, VENTSISLAV, VENESLAV, VENTSESLAV. From the Slavic meaning crown of glory, wreath of glory, glorious garland;  from Bulgarian word venec meaning wreath, garland, chaplet, a crown of laurels, wreath of laurels; and the Slavic word slav meaning glory. Slaw is the Polish form of the Russian element slava meaning fame, glory. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: VACEK, VACLAV, VASEK, VENA, VENCEL (Slavic, Germanic), VENCESLAO, VENCESLAUS, VENCEZLAUS, VENCHESLAUS, VENCZEZLAUS, VENOUSEK, VENTSESLAV, VINCESLAUS, WACLAW, WENCESLAS (Old Slavic), WENCESLAUS, WENCESLAVA (Slavic), WENZEL, WIENCZYSLAW (Polish).  King Wenceslas, the patron saint of Czechoslavakia, was a 10th century monarch of Bohemia and martyr.  



VERGIL, VERGILCHO. From the Latin with an unknown meaning, perhaps rod or staff bearer. Other forms of the name include VIRGIL.  A Roman poet.



VESELIN, VECIL, VESSELIN, VESE. This is a Bulgarian indigenous name which discloses its meaning easily, from the Bulgarian word veselin meaning merry one, cheerful. Sentimental parents gave their children these names wishing their children to be cheerful. This name is found mainly in western Bulgaria. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: HILAIRE, HILARY, HILLARY (Latin), HILLAY, HILLEY, ILARII, IUREV, PRASSANA (East Indian/Hindu), SCHASTLIVYI, SCHASTNOI, SCHASTNYI, SHCHASNOI, SHCHASNYI, SHCHASTNOI, SHCHASTNYI, SHIASNY, STASTNY, VESEL, VESELIK, VESELKA, VESELKO, VESELOI, WESEL. Related Slavic paternal surnames include: Veselkov, Veselovskoi, Vesel'kin. 



VESKO. Probably from the Bulgarian word veselin meaning merry one, cheerful. 



VEYLO.



VEZENKO. From a Bulgarian phrase meaning expressing the hope that the child will be closely tied to his family. 



VEZHEN. A geographical name, a well known summit of the Balkan Mountains.



VIDEN, VIDIN. From the Bulgarian word viden which means eminent, outstanding, notable; or from the German/Romanian meaning sylvan man; or from the Slavic meaning to see. These names bring eminence to their owners. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: VID, VIDA, VIDKO, VIDOS, WIDGO, WITCHO. Related Slavic paternal surnames include Vidin.

 

VIDOL, VIDUL. May be related to the Slavic naming element vid meaning vision, view, form, appearance plus dol meaning distant.



VIHREN. 



VIKENTI. From the Slavic meaning to conquer.  Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: VIKENTEI, VIKENTII.  Related Slavic surnames include Vikent'ev.



VIKTOR. From the Latin meaning conqueror; from the English/Latin meaning victor; a Turkish name of honor. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning include BAJNOK (Hungarian), BENCE (Latin), GEZA (Hungarian, Turkish), GYOZO, MIKISHA, MIKISHKA, MIKITA, MIKITINO, MIKITITSA, MIKITKA, MIKITKO, MIKYTA, NIKITA, NIKITKA, POBEDINSKOI (Slavic), VIC, VICK, VICTOR, VICTORIEN, VICTORIN, VIKTORIN, VITEN (Slavic), VITENKA, VITIANETS (Slavic), VITORIO, VITTORIO, VITTORIOS, VITYA.  Related Slavic surnames include Nikitin, Mikitin, Mikitinich, Mikitinich', Mikitskii, Myckytenson, Nikitich. Naming Day could be celebrated on November 11. 



VILHELM, VILJAN, VILI. From the Old German meaning resolute protector, unwavering protector, strong willed; from the Teutonic meaning resolute soldier from will helmet. The prefix wil- or vil- means resolute. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: BILL, BILLIE, BILLY, GUILLAUME (French), GUILLERMO (Spanish), LIAM (Irish), WIL, WILEY (English), WILHELM (German), WILL, WILLEM (Dutch), WILLIAM, VILJEM, VILMOS. WILLIS, & WILMOT are from surnames related to the name WILLIAM.   



VINSENT. From the Latin meaning conquering, conquering one. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: VINCE, VINCENC, VINCENT, VINCENTY, WINCENTY (Slavic). 



VISHKO. This is a Bulgarian indigenous name which discloses its meaning easily, from the Bulgarian word vishna meaning morello (cherry). Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: VISHAN, VISHEN (Slavic), VISHENKA (Slavic).  Related Slavic paternal surnames include Vishnov. 



VITAN, VITA, VITJA, VITKA, VITKO, VITOMIR. From the Old Bulgarian name VITOMER meaning victor, hero, brave warrior; or from the Slavic vid, ved, vet, or vit meaning vision, view, form, appearance; of from the Slavic meaning vision of peace. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: LORAND (Germanic), LORANT (Germanic), VEDERNIK, VEDERNITSA, VEDERNITSYN, VIDO, VIDON,  VIT, VITAS, VITASH, VITEG, VITEK, VITEKH, VITELA, VITELIN, VITELO, VITEMIR, VITEZ (Hungarian), VITEZON, VITIAZ, VITIGO, VITIN, VITGO, VITKO, VITLA, VITLO, VITMAR, VITON, VITOVTOVICH, VITUS, VYTIGO, WINTEGO, WIT, WITA, WITCO, WITCONIS, WITHCO, WITHICO, WITHIGO, WITIGEN, WITIGO, WITIGON, WITIK, WITIN, WITKN, WITKO, WYTKO. Some of these names may be a form of the name DAVID. Related Slavic paternal surnames include Vitanovich, Vitiazev .



VLAD, VLADO, VLADKO, VLAJKO, VOLODYA, VOLODJA.  From the Slavic meaning to rule, from the Teutonic word wald meaning rule; from the Slavic meaning prince. May also Be forms of the name VLADIMIR. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: AMIR (Arabic), ANTAL (Latin), KENEZ (Serbian, Hungarian), KIANZHANIN (Slavic), KNIAT (Slavic), KNIAZ, MANDHATRI (East Indian/Hindu), SAHADEV (East Indian/Hindu), ULADYKA, VLACHKO, VLADE, VLADEI, VLADEK, VLADIK, VLADIN, VLADKA, VLADKO, VLADYCHA, VLADYCH’-ka, VLADYKA, VLODKO, VOLOD, VOLODAR, VOLODKO, WALDO (German),WLADEK.  Related Bulgarian paternal surnames include Vlachanov; related Slavic surnames include Vladich, Volodkov, Volodarevich, Vladykin, Vladychin.     

 

VLADILEN. Political enthusiasts have chosen for their children this name which is a contraction of Vladimir Ilyich Lenin. Vlad is the Salvic word element meaning governance, power, rule.   



VLADIMIR (vla-di-MIR). Common male Bulgarian name. A very early Slavic name which dates from the coming of the Slavs to the Balkan Peninsula at the beginning of the 6th centry AD. From the Old Slavic words vlad which means owner, possessor and mir which means peace. From the Slavic meaning possess peace, to rule with peace. Also may be related to the Slavic name LADIMIR, which is from the Russian meaning world prince, a renowned monarch, prince, royally famous, to rule the land. May be from the Old Bulgarian or Russian words vlad meaning great plus mir meaning rule;  meaning great ruler, powerful warrior. One of the ten most common boys names in Sofia in 1979.The name of a prince of Kiev. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: BALDIMIR (Slavic), BOLODENKA, DIMA, DIMKA, VAL’DIMAR (Slavic), VLADIMIRU (Slavic), VALODIMER (Slavic), VLADDIE, VLADDY, VALDEMAR (Scandinavian), VIMKA, VLADAMIR, VLADAN, VLADIMEER, VLADIMER, VLODIMER (Slavic), VOLODIA (Slavic), VOLODIMER (Slavic), VOLODKO (Slavic), VOLODYA, VOLODYMERKO (Slavic), VOLODYMYR, VOVA, WLADIMIR, WLADIMYR (Slavic), WLODIMIRO (Slavic), WLODZIMIERZ, WLODZIMIR (Russian), WLODZIMIRUS (Slavic), WOLODYMYR (Ukranian). Related Bulgarian paternal surnames include Vladimirov; related Slavic surnames include Vladimirovich, Volodimerewitz, Volodimerich, Volodimerov, Volodimerovich, Volodkovich. Vladimir Dimitrov (1882-1960) was a Bulgarian artist who specialized in the rural scenes of Bulgaria. King Vladimir reigned in Bulgaria from 889-893; he was the son of Boris I and brother of Tsar Simeon. Naming Day celebrations might include July 15th for St. Vladimir. 



VLADISLAV, VJACHESLAV. A very early Slavic name which dates from the coming of the Slavs to the Balkan Peninsula at the beginning of the 6th centry AD. From the Old Slavic words vlad which means owner, possesser and slav which means glory; or from the Old Slavic word volod meaning rule, meaning possess glory, glorious ruler, to rule gloriously, splendid rule, to rule with glory. This is a Russian and Czech name. Slaw is the Polish form of the Russian element slava meaning fame, glory. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning include LADISLAV, SLAVA, SLAVOCHKA, VATIZLAUS, VATSLAUS, VLAD, VLADIK, VLADISLA, VLADISLAUS, VLADIZLAUS, VLADYA, VLODISLAO, VLODISLAUS, VLODIZLAU, VOLODISLAV, VOLODSLAV, VYACHESLAV, WLADISLAV, WLADIZLAO, WLADIZLAUS, WLODECZLAU, WLODISLAUS, WLODIZLAO, WLODIZLAUS, WLODZISLAW. Related Slavic paternal surnames Vladisalich, Volodislavlich, Volodislavl'. 



VOITEKH. Historical Bulgarian name not seen today.



VORIL, VOR. From the Slavic meaning slay. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: BOROV, BOROVIK, BOROVITA, BOROVNIK. Related Slavic paternal surnames include Borovik, Borovitin, Borovikov, Borovnikov, Borovskoi. Voril was a Bulgarian king. 



VQRBAN. The Slavic suffix -ban means citizen, lord.



VULKO (VUL-ko), VULCHO, VULCHAN, VULKAN, VQLCHO, VQLJU, VQLJUO, VQLKO, VQLO. Very common male Bulgarian name. From the Slavic meaning wolven’ from the Bulgarian meaning wolf. Magical power is invoked by naming a child this, so that the child would not be harmed by wolves or other peredatory animals. Feminine forms of the name include VULKANA. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: FARKAS (Hungarian), LIKERION, ULF(Teutonic), VILEC, VLICO, VLK, VOLCHII (Slavic), VOLCHKO, VOLK, VOLKO (Slavic), VOLKON (Slavic), WLCIE (Slavic), WLIKON, WLIKONA, WLK, YLICO. Related masculine Slavic surnames include Volkov, Volkovich, Volchkovich, Volkav, Volkonskii Volkonskoi. 



VULO (VU-lo).



VURBAN. Masculine from the Bulgarian feminine name VURBA, meaning willow-tree. The Slavic suffix -ban means citizen, lord; so the entire meaning of the name could be citizen of the willow tree, lord of the willow tree, referring to a person who lives by the willow tree. This name is found mainly in northern Bulgaria. Other names with the same meaning include IVIN (Slavic). Naming Day for most names having to do with a flower or a tree may be celebrated on Palm Sunday.  



VUTKO, VQTKO. The Bulgarian word vutuk means weft, woof. Related Bulgarian paternal surnames include Vutov.



YANUAR. From the Latin name JANUARIUS meaning January. From the name of the month which derives from the name of the Roman god Janus. YANUAR is typical of the Catholics in Oresh, Svishtov district. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: GENNARO (Latin), IANNUAR, IANNUARII (Russian), IANURII, JANIUSZ, JANUS, JAREK, YANIUSZ, YANUARIUS, YAREK. 



YASEN, IOSIF, JASEN, JASSEN, JOSIF (YO-sif), JOZEF, YOSIF (YO-sif). From the Hebrew name JOSEPH, meaning God will add, the Lord added, He shall add, God will increase, INCREASER. The prefix jo-, Yahweh, often translated as the Lord, from Hebrew yah. From the Slavic meaning provides. YASEN may also be a name for a flower or a tree. In the Old Testament, the name of the eleventh son of Jacob. In the New Testament the name of the husband of Mary. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: ESEP (Slavic), ESIF (Slavic), ESIP, ESIPKA (Slavic), ESIPKO, GESEPHA (Slavic), IESAF (Slavic), IOSIP, IOZEF (Slavic), ISOEP, IUZEF (Slavic), JESIFF (Slavic), JESSIFF, JO, JOE, JODY, JOEY, JOSÉ (Spanish), JOSEF, JOSIAH, JOSIP (Slavic), JOSK, JOSKA, JOSKO, JOSZEF, JOZE, JOZEF, JOZSEF, JOZSI, JOZIF, OSIP (Russian), OSIPKO, OSIPOKO, OSIF (Slavic), OSKA, PEPE, SEOSAIDH, SEPP (German), YO, YOE, YOSE, YOSEF, YOSEPH, YOSIP, YOSKA, YOSZEF (Hebrew), YOZEF, YOZIF, YOZSI. Related Slavic paternal surnames include Osipov, Osipovich, Esepovich, Esifovich, Esipov, Esipovich, Esipovich', Gesevitze, Jesifovitze, Jesive, Jhezypisson, Osipovits', Yessife. Naming Day would probably be celebrated on December 26.  



YAVOR, JAVOR. This is a Bulgarian indigenous name which discloses its meaning easily, from the Bulgarian word yavor meaning sycamore. Other forms of the name and names with the same meaning include IAVER (Slavic). Naming Day for most names having to do with a flower or a tree may be celebrated on Palm Sunday.  



YJATKO. The Bulgarian word yatak means link. The Bulgarian word yato mens flock, flight. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: JATKO.



YOAKIM, JAKIM. An old Bulgarian name meaning God extolled, a form of the names JAKOV and JUDE. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: AKIM (Russian), IAKIM (Slavic), IAKIMEI (Slavic), IAKIMETS (Slavic), IAKIMKO (Slavic), IAKYM (Slavic), IOAKIM (Slavic), IOACHIME, JAKIME (Slavic), JOACHIM, JOACHIME, JOAKIM, JOAQUIM (Spanish), YOACHIM, YOACHIME. Naming Day could be celebrated on any Naming Day associated with those names.



YORDAN (yor-DAN), DACHO, DANO, DANYO, JORDAN, IORDAN. These are common male Bulgarian names. From the Hebrew meaning descend, descender, descendant, the inheritor, or flowing down. Jordan is the name of a river flowing through modern day Jordan and Israel. It became a personal name after crusaders brought back water from that river to baptize their children. JARED also may be from the Hebrew meaning one that rules. DANO is found mainly in northwestern Bulgaria, DANYO mainly in eastern Bulgaria. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: DANCHO, DANKO, DOURDAN, DOURDIAN, GIORDANO, JERAD, JORDAIN, JORDANNA, JORDAO, JORDELL, JORDI, JORDON, JORDY, JORI, JOURDAINE, JOURDON, YARED, YERAD, YORDAO, YORU. Related Bulgarian masculine surnames include Jordanov, Yordanov, Yordanyotov, Iordanov. Yordan Yovkov, born 1880, was a Bulgarian author. Iordan Iovkov, 1884-1939, was a Bulgarian short story writer. Yordan Radichkov, born 1929, is a Bulgarian prose writer, playwright, and film scenarist.  Naming Day may be celebrated on Yordanovden, January 6th.    



ZAFIR, ZAMFIR. Related to Hebrew word sappir; related to the Greek name SAPPHIRA meaning lapis lazuli or sapphire. The name may also be given to simply mean sapphire in English. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: SAPPHIRE, NEELAM (East Indian/Hindu). Related Bulgarian paternal surnames include Zafirov. Sapphira was a character in Acts in the New Testament who was killed by saint Peter. 



ZAHARI, ZAHARII, ZAHARIN, ZAHO, ZARKO, ZASHO; with nicknames including ZANKO. From the Hebrew meaning God remembers. Some Bulgarians adopted the occupatons or trades of their fathers, and this name could be connected with the occupation of dealer in sweets. ZAHARI is found mainly in western Bulgaria and Kotel district. Zahari Zograph was a Bulgarian artist born in 1810. Related Bulgarian paternal surnames include Zahariev. Naming Day is most likely September 5.



ZANKO. From the name HARIZAN (given away) or ZAHRIN.  Related Slavic paternal surnames include: Zankovich. 



ZAPRYAN, STAMAT. A Bulgarian protective name meaning halt, no more children. In cases where babies came one after another, the tenth or eleventh was christened with this name, meaning halt; no more babies in that family. STAMAT is from the Greek and found in eastern Bulgaria. The feminine version of the name includes ZAPRYANA.



ZARIMIR. May be from the Slavic meaning shining peace. Zar is an archaic form for the words shining, beam, or rays, coming from religions connotations. Mir means peace.



ZDRAV, ZDRAVCHO, ZDRAVCO, ZDRAVEC, ZDRAVETS, ZDRAVKO. From the Bulgarian word zdrav meaning sound and healthy. Parents want their children to be happy and healthy, and to continue their clan after they grow into adulthood. Those who believed in the power of words might name a baby this when mortality rates were not quite as high; meaning that the child should have not only longevity but also health and happiness. ZDRAVKO is found in western Bulgaria, typical of Kyustendil district. Variations Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: SOS, SOSS, SOSSII, KHREL (Slavic), KHRELIA, KHRELIK, KHRELKO, ZDRAVKA. Related Bulgarian paternal surnames include Zdravkov.



ZHAK, DZHAK. Meaning following in the footsteps of the Lord, from the name JACOB.



ZHELAN, ZHELIMIR. Meaning famous wish, striving; from the Slavic meaning wish. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning include CHOTATA, CHOTECZ, CHOTEK, CHOTEN, CHOTES, CHOTHKO, CHOTKO, CHOTTONE, GHOTEC, GOSTESSE, GOTKINUS, HOTATA, HOTEN, HOTES, HOTESE, KHOT, KHOTATA, KHOTEI, KHOTEN, KHOTENA, KHOTEK, KHOTESH,  KHOTIAK, KHOTIANTS, KHOTIN, KHOTKIN, KHOTKO, KHOTON, VOLIA, ZELAN.  Related Slavic surnames include Khoteev, Khotov, Khotovich, Khotkov, Khotiantsov, Khotinovich, Volinskoi, Volynskii, Volynskoi. 



ZHASMIN. From the Persian meaning amiable and sweet, the jasmine flower, the name of a climbing plant with fragrant flowers. Naming Day for most names having to do with a flower or a tree may be celebrated on Palm Sunday.  



ZHEDOMIR. From the Old Bulgarian meaning strive, seek, aim.



ZHELYU (JE-yoo), SIDER, ZEHLYU, ZHECHKO, ZHECHO, ZHEKO, ZHELCHO, ZHELJAZKO, ZHELUO, ZHELYAZ, ZHELYAZKO, ZHELYU, ZHELJU, ZHELJUO, ZHELYASO. This is a Bulgarian indigenous name which discloses its meaning easily, from the Slavic word hvast meaning iron, or iron.  The Bulgarian word zhelyazo means iron. It is a wishing name, in the hopes that the child will be strong like iron.  ZHECHO is typical of Shumen. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: GVOZDEN (Serbian), TIMUR (Turkish, Hungarian), TOMOR (Turkish, Hungarian), ZELESKO, ZHELEZKA, ZHELEZO, ZHELEZTSO. Related Slavic surnames include Siderov, Zhelezov. The feminine form of the name includes ZHELJAZKA. Zhelyu Zhelev was a Bulgarian political leader, leader of the UDF.



ZHEVKO, JIVKO, ZHIDOMIR, ZHIVAN, ZHIVKO, ZHIVODAR. From the Bulgarian word zhiv which means live, living, alive, lively, vibrant, vigorous. Parents want their children to be happy and healthy, and to continue thier clan after they grow into adulthood. Those who believed in the power of words might call a baby boy ZHIVKO, a name which means to live; meaning that the child should have a healthy and long life. This was a cherished wish of parents at a time when infant mortality was very high.  The feminine form of the name includes ZHIVKA. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: VITO (Latin), VIVIAN (Slavic), ZHIL, ZHILKA, ZHIVA (Slavic), ZHIVE, ZHIVKO, ZHIVOI, ZIL, ZIVEN, ZIV, ZIVAN, ZIVANEK, ZIVEK, ZIVKO, ZIVON. Related Bulgarian masculine surnames include Zhivkov, Zhivin. Vivian was a Christian martyr in the 4th Century. Name Day would probably be celebrated on January 18th, Atanasovden, for St. Athanasius.



ZHITOMIR. From the Old Bulgarian meaning life, specifically a peaceful life.



ZHIVOSLAV. From the Old Bulgarian meaning live, specifically a live gloriously. Name Day would probably be celebrated on January 18th, Atanasovden, for St. Athanasius.

ZIHFRID. May be related to the German name SIEGFRIED, from the Teutonic meaning victory, peace, victorious, peaceful. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: IEG, SIGFRIED. A hero from Germanic legend. Based on the Icelandic hero SIGURD. 



ZLATAN, ZLATI, ZLATIL, ZLATOI, ZLATOY, ZLATYO, ZLATKO. From the Bulgarian meaning gold. This is a Bulgarian indigenous name from the old name ZLATINYAT which discloses its meaning easily, from the Bulgarian word zlato meaning gold, golden. ZLATAN is typical of Pirdop. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: AJTONY (Turkish, Hungarian), KANAK (East Indian/Hindu), KHRISANF (Slavic), ZARAND (Hungarian), ZLATA (Slavic), ZLATAR (Slavic), ZLATREK, ZLATICEK, ZLATEK, ZLATICEK, ZLATIK, ZLOT, ZOLOTILO, ZOLOTOI, ZOLOTYI, ZLATOUSEK. Related Bulgarian Slavic surnames include Zlatko/Zlatkova; Slavic paternal surnames include Zolotilov, Zlotushin, Khrisanfov. Zlatyo Boyadjiev (1903-76) was a Bulgarian artist noted for his village portraits. Naming Day may be celebrated October 18th. 



ZLATIN, ZLATOSVET. From the Bulgarian meaning golden. This is a Bulgarian indigenous name from the old name ZLATOY which discloses its meaning easily, from the Bulgarian word zlato meaning gold, golden. Naming Day may be celebrated October 18th.



ZLATOMIR, ZLATIMIR. From the Bulgarian word zlato meaning gold, combined with mir which is either from the Slavic meaning peace, or land, earth, or from  the Russian meri meaning great. Naming Day may be celebrated October 18th.  



ZLATOSLAV. From the Bulgarian word zlato meaning gold, combined with slav meaning glorious.Naming Day may be celebrated October 18th.



ZLATOTSVET, ZLATITSVET. From the Bulgarian word zlato meaning gold, combined with tsvet meaning flower. Naming Day may be celebrated October 18th.



ZOLTAN. From the Greek meaning life; or from the Persian and Aramaic meaning the sultan, chieftain.  Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: CHAIM (Hebrew), GUIDO (Spanish), HY, HYMAN (Hebrew), HYMIE, JEEVAN (East Indian/Hindu), LUCERNE, ZHIZN' (Slavic), ZIZN, ZIZNN.  HYMAN may also be from the Hebrew meaning man, divine spark.



ZORO, ZHORO, ZORAN (also Serbian, Croatian), ZORIL, ZORKO. From a Slavic expression meaning dawn's light, aurora, dawn; from the Old and Middle English meaning dawn,  the dawn of day, daybreak, sunrise. 



ZSOMBOR. From the Slavic meaning buffalo, this name is seen in Hungary. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: ZOMBOR (Serbian & Hungarian). 



ZYUMBYUL. A flower name, from the Bulgarian meaning hyacinth. Other forms of the name, nicknames, and names with the same meaning may include: AKINF (Slavic), AKINFII (Slavic), IAKINF (Slavic), JACEK (Slavic), JACINT (Latin, Greek), OKINF (Slavic), OKINFEI, OKINFIK, OKYNF (Slavic). Related Slavic paternal surnames include: Akinfiev, Okinfeev, Okinfov, Onkifov, Onkifovich. 



ZVEZDAN, ZVEZDELIN, ZVEZDEN, ZVEZDO. From the Slavic meaning star. From the Bulgarian meaning to be shining and charming as a star.



ZVEZDOMIR. From the Slavic meaning star. From the Bulgarian meaning to be peaceful as a star.


