
New Officers Elected Dec. 28th

At a snow delayed Congregational meeting on
Sunday, December 28th the following members
were elected Elders: Steve Bass, Sharlene
Bathum and Anne Wikstrom.
Deacons: Earl Collins, Sarah Madill and
Catherine Phares.

Cindy Bain, Cheri Yonich and Don Bailey will
continue on Session with terms ending in 2010.

Laura Mills, Kay Ramsey, Suzanne Tyler
continue as Deacons until their terms end in
2010.

Thanks were expressed for outstanding service
to retiring Elders Scott Wakefield and Don Strong
and Deacons Mardell Smith, Ruth Trail and Terri
Wong.

Whipples Host Jan. Supper Club

The next Supper Club event will be on January
10th at 6:30 p.m. at the home of Mark and Robin
Whipple. Their address is 2557 West Viewmont
Way West and their phone number is 206-352-
7945.

For those of you pondering Supper Club, this is
an opportunity for adults (yes, we leave the kids
home!) to gather for food and enjoying each
others' company. It is a great way to connect
with others in the church or to learn more about
MPC. So bring a dinner item to serve 8-10; don't
worry about coordinating since it always seems
to work out. Besides, would it be so bad if we
ended up with all desserts?

Mariners Go to Italy

Sarah Yonich will take the Mariners on a verbal
tour of Italy to learn more about the history, travel
and romance of the country. The group will meet
at 6:30pm on Friday, January 9th in the Mt.
Rainier Room for supper followed by the program
on Italy. Please come and be part of this
fellowship.

The Parables of Jesus

Come learn more about the wonderful way Jesus
had of explaining the reign of God with metaphor,
comparison and story. Bring your imagination,
your Bible and your questions to the Mt. Rainier
Room at 7pm on Wednesday nights. Pastor
Elaine will lead this seven week class for adults.
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Winter Greetings MPC!

How ‘bout that snow! We certainly had a
Christmas season to remember, didn’t we?
Although the weather was cold and the air was
frosty, we certainly had a lot of warmth of feeling
and joy. Those who could make it to church will
remember some close-knit moments while
gathered for worship and friendship. Christmas
Eve was particularly special this year as we
invited those who could not get down the hill to
worship with us.

More long months of winter stretch in front of us.
What better time than now to examine your
spiritual disciplines and practices! What will you
be doing to warm your heart toward God? When
you curl up with a good book make sure some of
the time it is the Good Book. Why not make it a
family practice this winter to read Bible stories
aloud to one another. It is great for young
children to practice their reading with the Psalms.

Have you tried Centering Prayer, Contemplative
Prayer and the Jesus prayer? With the long,
dark evenings, perhaps your family could spend
some time together praying for each other, for
our new president and his cabinet, for neighbors
and friends. How about praying for the homeless
that we serve at Operation NightWatch or those
who will receive the bags of food filled by our
Deacons?

When the shadows are long and twilight deepens
the pink and purple of the mountains, take some
time to be alone with God. If you can just spend
fifteen minutes a day in silence with God, you will
find warmth that no fireplace can replicate. Don’t
forget that we have a wonderful new prayer
chapel at the church. It is a delightful place to be
alone with God. Come try it out!

It may be chilly wintertime, but it is always
springtime with God when we meet in prayer,
silence, meditation, thankfulness and holy
reading.

May the Holy Spirit warm your hearts and spirits.
Pastor Elaine

Spiritual Growth January 26th Lesson

The Evening Women’s Bible Study group will
meet at 7:30pm on Monday January 26th to
continue the study “Pursuing a Deeper Faith”.
This lesson will review the seven stages Spiritual
Growth. You are invited to come to the home of
Sharlene Bathum, 1209 NW 120th Street and join
in the study. Study guides will be available.

A White Christmas

Special thanks go out to everyone who working
to make the MPC Christmas celebration a
success. The decorating was done by many
busy hands that got the sanctuary and fellowship
hall ready at the Advent Party.

When snow kept Pastor Elaine at home, Pete
Smith presented the sermon, members filled in
with worship elements and the music team
stepped in to make the service special.

More snow did not stop the Candle Light
Christmas Eve Service from being a memorable
worship service. Again many duties were picked
up by members.

Many thanks for doing your part to make this
year’s celebration so special.



The Spire
Magnolia Presbyterian Church January 2009 Page 3

Session Met Dec. 9th To
Approve 2 New Members

The final 2008 meeting of the session opened
with prayer by Scott Wakefield.

Hai Kang-Crosby and Mona Owens attended the
meeting to describe their faith journeys and
expressed their desire to become members of
Magnolia Presbyterian Church. The elders voted
unanimously to approve their membership.

The annual joint meeting with the Deacons was
held in the Mt. Baker room, with four members of
the PNC in attendance. The discussion centered
on the qualifications needed for the new pastor.
Some of the qualifications mentioned were:

Children’s ministry Administration skills
Strong speaker Minister to the elderly and

the homebound
Local mission Person who has a calling to

ministry
Likes music Lives locally

The session meeting continued with a report from
Presbytery informing MPC of the per capita
amount that will be due in the New Year. The
following 13 members were transferred to the
inactive rolls:
Judy Baskey, Tony and Sue Beeman, Samantha
Casne, Katy and Paul Ferrence, Andrew and
Kathy Gorohoff, Judy Hanson, Joshua and
Charity Hollingsworth, Joey and Katie Malik.

The presentation of the budget for 2009 was the
next item on the agenda. The session
unanimously approved a balanced budget.

Pastor Elaine is trying to arrange a speaking
engagement from Presbyterian missionaries
Terry and Michelle Finseth who live and work in
Jerusalem. They will be in Seattle January 6 – 8,
2009

The Session is planning a retreat January 3,
2009.

Session Assignments for 2009

The MPC Session held its annual retreat at the
Benson home in the Mountlake District. The
elders and Pastor Elaine spent time together
deepening our understanding of each other’s
gifts and talents. We shared stories and some
leadership games that helped us decide how we
will lead the church in the coming year. After
prayerful discussion and quiet reflection we
reached the following organizational plan. You
will note there are at least two elders working
together for each area of responsibility. The lead
elder is in bold.

Building and Grounds:
Cher Yonich, Randy Devitt, Anne Wickstrom,
Don Bailey.
Worship and Music:
Cindy Bain, Cheri Yonich, Anne Wickstrom.
Admin/Personnel/Communications:
Don Bailey (A), Sharlene Bathum (P),
Steve Bass.
Hospitality/Small Groups/Events:
Sharlene Bathum (H&E), Anne Wickstrom,
Pete Smith (SG).
Spiritual Formation/Children, Adults, Youth:
Pete Smith (C), Don Bailey (A), Randy Devitt (Y),
Cheri Yonich
Finance/Stewardship:
Steve Bass (F), Gene Wong (S), Cindy Bain.
Evangelism and Outreach will be part of each
team’s responsibility.




