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May 2009

Rev. Dr. Deborah
Hannay Sunoo
Called to be Pastor

The Holy Spirit has led the Pastor
Nominating Committee to extend a
call to Rev. Dr. Deborah Hannay
Sunoo to be the new pastor at
Magnolia Presbyterian Church.
The Rev. Sunoo has accepted our
call. Session has called a Congre-
gational Meeting for May 3, 2009,
immediately following the worship
service to vote to confirm Rev.
Sunoo.

The Rev. Dr. Deborah Hannay
Sunoo is currently co-pastor, with
her husband Rev. Ken Sunoo, at
Wallingford Presbyterian
Church. A native of upstate New
York, Deb is a graduate of Dart-
mouth College, class of 1988, Phi
Beta Kappa. She trained for the
ministry at Princeton Theological
Seminary, receiving her M.Div. in
1991 and her Ph.D. in Old Testa-

met in 1999. She and Ken met at
seminary. They live in the Pine-
hurst neighborhood of Seattle,
north of Northgate. They have two
daughters, Rebecca, age 14, a 9™
grader at Blanchet High School,
and Alina, age 9, a 4 grader at
Villa Academy.

When their children were younger,
the Sunoos felt that sharing a pas-
torate at a small church was best
for their family. Now that their
daughters are older, Deb felt it was
the right time for her to seek her
own call as a solo pastor.

Assuming the congregational vote
is favorable, Deb will be starting
with us on July 27. The reason for
the delay is that the Sunoo family
has long-standing plans to travel
east to celebrate Deb’s grandfa-
ther's 90" birthday and have a
summer holiday.

In the words of PNC chair Don Bai-
ley: Beyond her obvious educa-
tional and professional credentials,
Deb impressed the PNC in a num-
ber of ways. First, her own voice
jumped out of her resume as
someone we thought we could con-
nect with. Second, her sermons
struck a wonderful balance be-
tween inspiration and educa-
tion. Third, she was extremely well
prepared for our interview, and had
obvious administrative and inter-
personal skills. But the most im-
portant factor was our feeling about
where her heart is.

Early in this process the PNC had a
meeting with Session and the Dea-
cons, to discuss what kind of person
we ought to be looking for. Dave
Bowman said “Look for someone
who was born to be a pastor and
learned to be a preacher.” | thought
that was an incredibly perceptive
guideline. And | think, in Deb Sunoo,
we have found such a person.

Meet the Rev. Sunoo:

Saturday, May 2" at 6 p.m.: Re-
ception for Rev. Deb Sunoo in the
Mount Rainier room. This is a
chance for folks to meet Deb in an
informal setting. Light refreshments
will be served.

Sunday, May 3™ at 10:30 a.m.: Sun-
day Worship Service. Deb will
preach, and she and Pastor Elaine
will administer Communion.

Sunday, May 3" immediately fol-
lowing worship service: Congre-
gational Meeting to vote on the call of
Rev. Dr. Deborah Hannay Sunoo to
be the pastor of Magnolia Presbyte-
rian Church, on the terms negotiated
by the PNC and approved by Ses-
sion. Pastor Elaine Swigart will mod-
erate the meeting. Voting will be by
paper ballot.

May 7™ A delegation from our Pastor
Nominating Committee will attend a
meeting of the Presbytery Committee
on Ministry regarding our call of Rev.
Sunoo.
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A Message from Pastor Elaine

Hello Friends and Family of Magnolia Presbyterian Church:

| think spring is finally here and change is in the air. The scents of hyacinth, daffodils and tulips waft
on the breezes; the chill is gone from the air. We see signs of new life everywhere. It is evident that
God is re-creating the world once again and painting it in the most beautiful colors like shades of
green we only see in April, lavenders that take away the breath and yellows that could make the sun
blush.

| am reminded of the second verse of a song from the 60’s,
What a wondrous time is spring, when all the trees are budding,
the birds begin to sing, the flowers start their blooming.
That’'s how it is with God's love, once you've experienced it,
it's fresh like spring, you want to sing, you want to pass it on.

Well, spring is bringing a time of change, a time of passing it on in the life of our church. Our wonder-
ful Pastor Nominating Committee has found the pastor they have been searching for and she will be
presented to the congregation on May 3. Isn’t that exciting spring news?

We have had such a wonderful journey together that | delight in closing out our time together in the
spring of the year. | came to you in the spring when things were fresh and green and you were all
ready for change; | leave you in the spring when you are again ready for change. We have been
through some struggles together, a couple of winters, but | think the timing is perfect —isn't God’s
timing always perfect — for this alteration in pastoral leadership.

| leave you with a full heart and some pretty fabulous memories. Our worship is vibrant, our Sunday
School is filling up and moving in new directions, our finances in order, and our session and board of
deacons are working in wonderful ways to lead this congregation into the future. We have marvelous
new members and our older members are content and working hard.

Thank you for welcoming me into your midst. Thank you for the gift of serving God with you in this
place. | know these last two months with you will be joyful, hopeful and expectant. God has exciting
surprises in store for you, | am sure.

Peace for the journey, Pastor Elaine
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Long-time Member Cora Nordquist
Passes Away April 6™ At 90

| Cora Nordquist, a member of the
| congregation for more than 60
| years, passed away April 6th at the
~|age of 90. Cora was always smiling
and made friends everywhere she
eﬁ went. In her heyday she could be
found dining with friends, dancing at
the Elks Club with the love of her life
+ | or planning a fabulous vacation with
her sister Merial. She loved her
“beach house and threw many a
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One Great Hour of
Sharing

The Deacons extend
their thanks to everyone
who contributed to the
One Great Hour of Shar-
ing offering. To date,
$2,406 has been given
to this fund to help those
in need around the
world. If you would like
to add to this offering,
just get an OGHS enve-
lope in the pew and put it
in the offering plate.

party on the deck. She was a longtime member of the Crista Com-
munity and one vivacious grandmother. We will miss her! She is
survived by her grandson Chris Hasandras, his wife Millicent, great
grandson Bennett, and her many extended family members.

A memorial service will be held in the Ray Smith room at Crista,
19303 Fremont Avenue, Shoreline, on May 2nd at 3 p.m. In lieu of
flowers please send donations to Magnolia Presbyterian Church.

Looking for Bargains?

clothes for kids
and adults, house-
hold items includ-
ing a wooden
kitchen set, and
easels for budding
artists. The sale
runs from 8 a.m.
to 4 p.m. each
day.

Get ready for lots
of bargains as the
Magnolia Pre-
school will hold its
Rummage Sale
Friday, May 1%' &
Saturday, May 2"
in Fellowship Hall.
Jenny tells us
there are lots of

Cinco de Mayo

Dinner and Dessert
Auction May 4™

MMY is hosting their an-
nual fundraiser dinner,
featuring a yummy Cinco
De Mayo Taco Bar and a
silent dessert auction with
cookies, pies, and cakes
to tempt your sweet tooth.
"Magnolia Mission Youth
invite the whole family to
enjoy the fun on Sunday,
May 4™, from 6-8 p.m. at
the Magnolia Lutheran
Church. Cinco de Mayo
tickets are $10 for adults,
$5 for teens, and children
under five are free. The
May 4™ auction will give
you the opportunity to
support the MMY summer
mission trip.




