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Godly Play – What is that?

Godly Play is the name of the new program that we will be using
with our young children during the worship hour. Twenty people
from our congregation will be trained in this wonderful
curriculum. As the author puts it; “Learning the power and
richness of the Christian tradition’s way of communicating is like
learning an art. You have to use it to learn it. All we can really
teach children is how to enter the language to be more fully in
God’s presence.”

Later in the training manual he explains how children use play to
learn.

“Play is pleasurable, enjoyable. It has no extrinsic goals. It is
played for itself. It is spontaneous and voluntary. It is freely
chosen by the player. It involves deep and active engagement on
the part of the players. It has systematic relations to what is not
play such as creativity, problem solving, language learning, the
development of social roles and a number of other cognitive and
social phenomena. So, we need to invite our children to play – to
play with the language, the concepts and the liturgy, the parables
and the sacred stories of the church. The deepest invitation is to
‘come and play with God.’”

I know you will enjoy the beauty of the experience that our
children will get through this children’s worship time. We are
going to offer it during the worship hour. It will begin a soon as
the children leave the sanctuary after the children’s message. It
will only be offered to the children 2 ½ (if parents believe their
child is ready) through age 8. We encourage parents to keep
older children in worship with them; they cannot be in this class.
At this time we will not offer a program for children over age 8
during worship.

It is important that children come on a regular basis so that they
become familiar with the way the program works and so that we
don’t have to re-teach the opening classes on the use of the
worship space.

Report from the Pastor Nominating
Committee

The Pastor Nominating Committee was hard at work all summer
creating a “Church Information Form” – basically, a resume of
our church and our congregation. In doing so, we built on the
excellent work of the mission study groups headed by Pete Smith
and Sharlene Bathum. The form was approved by Session at its
September 2 meeting. Next it will be sent on to the Committee
on Ministry of the Seattle Presbytery. We hope the Committee
on Ministry will approve it at its September meeting. Then, the
Church Information Form goes up on the Internet through
Church Leadership Connection, based at church headquarters in
Louisville, Kentucky.

Once our Church Information Form is submitted, it will be
matched with Pastor Information Forms – basically, the resumes
of pastors who are looking for calls. Those candidates who
match our requirements and who are looking for a church like
ours will be matched up with us, and the Pastor Nominating
Committee will receive their PIFs. We hope to have a number of
PIFs to review before the holiday season gets underway. We will
also consider doing some of our own advertising and searching
for candidates.

Once we have winnowed our stack of PIFs to 20 or so likely
candidates, we will do some further research on them, probably
including some telephone interviews, listening to tapes of their
sermons, and sending them some supplemental questions. Once
we have the field down to three to five finalists, we will start
doing in-person interviews. During this part of the process,
confidentiality is of utmost importance, so the members of the
Pastor Nominating Committee will not be able to discuss
particular candidates with members of the congregation.

It is impossible to predict exactly how long the whole process
will take. But we as a Pastor Nominating Committee believe it is
important to take our time and do it right. We want to listen for
what God is telling us, and make our decisions in accordance
with His guidance. Fortunately, we are all blessed by the
presence of our Interim Pastor, Elaine Swigart, and are in no
particular rush to have her replacement come onboard.

The members of the Pastor Nominating Committee are: Don
Bailey (chair), Doug Bain, Steve Bass, Barbara Bily-Parr, Kay
Ramsey, Pete Smith and Suzanne Tyler. Please keep all of us in
your prayers as we move forward with this important process.

Thank You Gardeners

The Church patio has been just lovely this summer. Thank you
to all the wonderful gardeners who planted and tended the
colorful flowers through the summer months.
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Welcome New Babies

Loraine Greenough Park

Loraine Greenough Park was born at 8:16 pm on 7/27/08
weighing in at 8 lbs. 2 oz and was 20 ¾ inches long. She
is the daughter of Marc Greenough and Steven Park,
brother Caleb and sister Mimi.

Bennett Carl Hasandras

Bennett Carl was born July 9th at 10:11pm to Millicent and
Chris Hasandras. He arrived early and weighed 6 lbs. 5 oz. and
was 18 inches. Cora Nordquist is Bennett’s grandmother and
Merial Atkinson is his great aunt.

We welcome these two new additions to
our Magnolia Presbyterian Church family!

Mariners Start Sept.5

The Mariners start their 2008-09 program year on Friday, Sept 5
with a presentation by Rev. Dick Gibson as he narrates a slide
presentation on the topic: Stories from our Sisters and
Brothers in Palestine. Rev. Gibson will report on the visit of 18
representatives from the Seattle Church Council on their journey
to Palestine and Israel in January 2008

Skipper Dorothy Ferguson will preside. Eleanor Miner will
introduce the program and announce the programs for the fall.

Programs for the next two months will be:

Oct. 3 - Mary Jane Courier and her husband speaking on their
experiences with the Coast Guard;

Nov.7 - Rev. David Passey, Chaplain at Cristwood Retirement,
speaking on Moldova.

All members of the church are invited to this pot luck dinner.

The Mariners have been a part of the church since its inception,
well almost!! They continue to contribute to church programs
and missions, enjoy friends, share devotions, and fellowship
around the table. Sign up on the bulletin board if possible or
even come at the last minute.

See you at Mariners!!

Prayers Are Needed

The Prayer Chain asks that you remember with your prayers the
following family and friends who are not well:

Carol Boitano Bridget Hopkins Elsie Cole

Marge Stapp Evelyn Wiley

Please pray for Sharlene and the Bathum Family on the loss of
Eric in July.

Prayers of support are needed the Pastor Nominating
Committee, the Session, Deacons and for Pastor Elaine.

Prayers and calls to these homebound members are appreciated:
Merial Atkinson, Marion Bledsoe, Mildred Brown, Edna
Carlson, Ken Eather, Wilma Egleston, Paul and Marnel Gray,
Molly Langdale, Ada Nesbitt, Cora Nordquist, Liz Panteleeff and
Dorothy Prince.
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Eric Bathum Died Peacefully on July 11th

Eric is remembered as a man who loved his family, God, sailing
and the sea, the outdoors, wildlife, Carkeek Park, music
(especially jazz), and babies. Eric bravely faced more than his
share of obstacles; however, years ago, Eric told Sharlene that “if
I die tomorrow it will be OK because I’ve had such a wonderful
life.”

Eric was born in Seattle in1938 to Roy and Margaret Bathum.
Eric’s family lived on Lake Washington near Seward Park,
where his life-long interest in swimming and boats began. Eric
contracted polio at age 8, suffering the treatment of hot packs and
painful leg extensions, but worst of all, watching children he
knew as friends die of this horrible epidemic. During his
recovery, Eric went to Camp Orkila, where he eventually worked
as a counselor and came to love Orcas Island. Eric and his
family (including brother Mike) moved to Enumclaw to run a
dairy farm when he was 13. Brother Rick was born soon after the
family moved, and helping to raise his little brother gave Eric a
life-long interest in babies and young children. Eric also became
an Eagle Scout.

At UW Eric studied chemistry and pre-med. He eventually used
his interest in medicine as an insurance underwriter. From
having polio and from his upbringing, Eric always had a strong
sense of justice for all and often worked for causes he believed
in. For instance, in the 1960’s he worked hard to get Seattle’s
open housing ordinance passed.

Eric lived the rest of his life in Seattle, where he met Sharlene at
University Presbyterian Church. They married in 1971 and had
Clark in 1973 and Glynis in 1976. The Bathums joined
Magnolia Presbyterian Church in the spring of 1974; Eric
became an elder soon after. When Clark (and later Glynis)
joined Sea Scout Ship Yankee Clipper, Eric became an avid
supporter of the Clipper, which he served as Skipper. He was
instrumental in starting the Yankee Clipper Foundation, which
supports the Clipper to this day.

In the mid-eighties, Eric lost the sight in his one good eye and
became legally blind. As he did when he had polio, Eric faced
this loss bravely and matter-of-factly. In the late eighties, he
began his long battle with dementia, which eventually robbed
him of his memory and his life. Eric died peacefully on July
11th, following a short illness. He is survived by Sharlene; his
brothers Roy and his wife Marjorie, Mike, and Rick and his wife
Penny; his son Clark, daughter-in-law Melissa, and grandson
Marcus; and his daughter Glynis Morris, son-in-law Brad, and
grandchildren Ty, Malia, Ruby, and Micah, born three days
before his grandfathers death.

Quick Notes:

Operation NightWatch will serve the homeless on
Wednesday, September 10th. Meet at the church by 7 pm to
volunteer as a server or bring your food contribution for this
important mission program.

Evening Women’s Bible Study is planning its first meeting
on Monday September 29th at 7:30 pm at the home of Ruth Trail,
3601-24th Place West, #103. New Study Guides will be available
at the meeting.

Shop For a Cause coupons are being sold by Magnolia
Mission Youth members to support their program. Spend $5.00
for a coupon and you’ll get 20% off purchases at Macy’s on
September the 20th.

Amber LaMond is the new Office Administrator. Her e-mail
address is amber@magpres.org.

A big Thank You goes to everyone who helped with coffee hour
this summer. Now we need people to sign up for fall dates. We
especially need volunteers for October 19th and 26th and
November 2nd and 9th. It is really easy. There are plenty of
crackers, cookies, and lemonade available for you to use. You
just need to bring cheese and fruit and do the set up.

If you need help making the coffee, let Sharlene know.

Supper Club Meets on Capital Hill

The next MPC Supper Club is scheduled for Saturday,
September 20th at 6:30 p.m. Cheri Yonich will host dinner at the
original Boyer mansion where she will be house sitting. The
address is 1617 Boyer Ave E. Please don't let the 'Club' throw
you, all adults are welcome. Please bring a dinner item to share
with 8-10 others. We will meet at the church at 6:10 to carpool.

Fall Supper Club events are tentatively scheduled for the Mills,
10/18/08, Sharlene Bathum, 11/15/08 and the Bain’s 12/13/08.


