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[image: image3.emf]Lost and Found     The lost and found at Ridge View is enormous!   Please check for any missing items before  Christmas as we donate what we have at that  time.  Thanks!      
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Notes from your Nurse

Peggy Henry, RN

Know when to keep your child home from school……

Knowing when to keep a sick child home and keeping infections at bay are two areas where what you don’t know can hurt you and your child.  Deciding when your child is considered contagious depends on the illness. Below are some helpful guidelines to follow:

· Colds:  For 3 to 4 days after symptoms appear.  If symptoms are mild, he/she doesn’t need to be excluded from school, but if your child generally feels lousy, has a persistent cough, or the nose is very full or secretions are yellow, keep your child home.

· Flu: One day before he/she begins experiencing symptoms and up to five days after the child becomes sick. That means you can pass on the flu to someone else before you know you are sick, as well as while you are sick. A typical case of the flu can last up to 1-week.

Cough from the Flu or a Cold: If your child has a deep, hacking cough, keep him/her home.  Do NOT send cough drops to school. If your child needs something to suck on for a cough, you may send lifesavers. Cough drops are considered medication and are a choking hazard.
· Strep Throat: From 1 day before child is sick until 24 hours after antibiotics have been started.

· Chicken Pox: Until all lesions are crusted over, about 7 to 10 days.  Kids are most contagious a day before the rash appears.

· Stomach (Gastroenteritis, not the Flu): Generally for as long as the child has diarrhea or fever and for 24 hours after vomiting.

· Conjunctivitis (Pink Eye): If the infection is bacterial, from the time the child’s eyes are red and oozy until 24 hours after antibiotics have been started.  Viral conjunctivitis is contagious for 5 to 7 days.  Child should not rub eye.

In addition, child may return to school when:

· Fever (100.5° F): temperature has been normal for 24 hours without medication.

· Vomiting: your child has not vomited for 24 hours.

Please keep your sick child home. If a visibly ill child, who is coughing, sneezing, and has black circles under the eyes appears at school, a parent/guardian will be called to pick the child up.

GOOD HANDWASHING IS IMPORTANT TO PREVENT THE SPREAD OF INFECTION.
Please call the School Nurse if you have any questions.
It’s Elementary	


Ridge View Elementary School


Lori Butler, Principal * � HYPERLINK "http://www.ksd.org" ��www.ksd.org�/ridgeview * 222-5800


Ridge View PTO website:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.orgsites.com/wa/ridgeviewpto" ��http://www.orgsites.com/wa/ridgeviewpto�
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                   December 1, 2008











Dear Families,





	The Kennewick School Board has directed the district to prepare a school bond resolution in the amount of $68 million in general obligation bonds to be placed on the ballot in a special election March 10, 2009. If approved by voters, the funds will be used to construct and equip a new elementary school on land the district owns in the Badger Canyon area; renovate and expand Canyon View, Southgate, Sunset View and Cascade elementary schools; improve network and wireless capacity; and make health, safety, educational and infrastructure improvements at Ridge View and district-wide. State matching funds would go toward renovating Lincoln elementary if they are made available by the state. 


	If approved, the district estimates a tax rate increase of approximately $0.30 per $1,000 of assessed property value in 2010 over the estimated 2009 bond tax rate of $1.49 per $1,000 of assessed value. (The current 2008 tax rate is $1.63 per $1,000 of assessed value.) The exact amount of the annual tax will depend on interest rates at the time the bonds are sold. 


	More information about the bond and the district’s Ten Year Facilities Plan is available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.ksd.org" ��www.ksd.org�.





					Mrs. Butler








Principal’s Corner
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DECEMBER


9 	Holiday Program: 4th Grade, Chorus & Orchestra 2:00 & 7:00 performances


22   Christmas Break begins





JANUARY


5	School resumes


19	No School – Martin Luther King Jr. Day


23	No School – Professional Day	�














































































































































































































			


	





Student Safety





Please be aware that we have students crossing and walking behind Ridge View along 15th.  We ask that if you use this road to please slow down before and after school.  Also, if you are using the staff parking lot you must park in a parking space and escort your child to or from the school.  Students are not to enter the parking lot without a parent.  Lets keep our students safe!











.


�


                        


 





          











�








Winter Weather Procedures





As the weather turns colder the possibility for snow and ice becomes greater.  If there is a chance that your children can not be transported to school safely due to weather conditions, the school district may delay or cancel school.





The Kennewick School District website, � HYPERLINK "http://www.ksd.org" ��www.ksd.org�, has up to the minute information regarding late starts or cancellations.  Remember to hit your “refresh” button to for the most current information.  Local radio stations such as KONA 610 am will announce school delays and closures each morning as well.  Please do not rely on TV stations for up to date information because of tape delays.  If there is a two hour delay, your child will catch their bus two hours from when they normally would.  A two hour delay means school starts at 10:35 a.m. instead of 8:35 a.m.





In the case of a 2 hour delay, please continue to check for updates as a decision may still be made to cancel school.   Cancellations will be announced by 7:00 a.m.





Do NOT call the schools as staff is on a two hour delay as well.

















